1 o 


po ht 


* 


* 


S, 


* 


Ins; 11 


TY 


£ 


- 


n 

44 
L 4 
oth 11s; i 
74 | 8 ry 
57 %% 


o 


"iy yl 
1.34 . 7. 
4 + Z l 


«i! 
i 
"ahi: 


thy wm 
ts 
© Ng 3 


| 0 0 * 
6 46 * REN 


WEAK ” > 
ITE 


5 WV 


N 


. 
\ 


o 
: 


Wo, 1 


N " | 
WR 


N 


. 3 1 C, 
PBs „ 
* V 
* 


4 5 
4% 
„ 


\\ \ : 
N 
CVE 
W 


N 
SV 


WG 
\ 
N 


N 


* 
\ 


\ 
WA 
WW, 


WS Wy 
Wh 
W 
Q IE 
N 


* * W 
X \ 
I 


it 
0 


1 1 
i 
i |. FER 
„ 
Mo lj bo 
11: 


t 
1 
Wor. 
110 
HI 


* 

W . 
n 

JIE 


4555 
ene 


N 


RL «0 
2 CULT 
27 


N 


t . - 
tid 
44 


W 
| ON 


— 
2 


\ 


rar 


«3-8 x 


. 
- ESI 


Wie 
Wanted = « \ | 
4% CORY 
XY \ | 

bY 


, 


42% 

1544 444; 7 

, , 

Wi / ; A , , 4, 
s# 7 g 2 7 


75 


8 — 
L eue, 


OG 


1 o 


po ht 


* 


* 


S, 


* 


Ins; 11 


TY 


£ 


- 


n 

44 
L 4 
oth 11s; i 
74 | 8 ry 
57 %% 


o 


"iy yl 
1.34 . 7. 
4 + Z l 


«i! 
i 
"ahi: 


thy wm 
ts 
© Ng 3 


| 0 0 * 
6 46 * REN 


WEAK ” > 
ITE 


5 WV 


N 


. 
\ 


o 
: 


Wo, 1 


N " | 
WR 


N 


. 3 1 C, 
PBs „ 
* V 
* 


4 5 
4% 
„ 


\\ \ : 
N 
CVE 
W 


N 
SV 


WG 
\ 
N 


N 


* 
\ 


\ 
WA 
WW, 


WS Wy 
Wh 
W 
Q IE 
N 


* * W 
X \ 
I 


it 
0 


1 1 
i 
i |. FER 
„ 
Mo lj bo 
11: 


t 
1 
Wor. 
110 
HI 


* 

W . 
n 

JIE 


4555 
ene 


N 


RL «0 
2 CULT 
27 


N 


t . - 
tid 
44 


W 
| ON 


— 
2 


\ 


rar 


«3-8 x 


. 
- ESI 


Wie 
Wanted = « \ | 
4% CORY 
XY \ | 

bY 


, 


42% 

1544 444; 7 

, , 

Wi / ; A , , 4, 
s# 7 g 2 7 


75 


8 — 
L eue, 


OG 


Of. the Honourable 


” . 


J OL ec * — . * v - 3 5 4 
. - I & 3 4 2 — 
. re , {> *s . 2 Sas a 4 „ 
; > * ERS „„ * 4 
* ” : — 4 1 . 7 7 
” « OMe 2 4 4 
* 2 on £ F-: 4 
4 5 8 „ 
” = * Fay « Fae 5 
, A 7 2 OP 
7 . - * © & 
2 2 t 2 4 
— +8 8 5 * * 2 
— * 7 # 79% 
2 * W 8 
8 * . 
4. 4 5 Wo 2 4 
E 
FE, i I © 
A 2 = 58 — AC 2 Fa * 
— — I 
"3 - 
:, — = K 
* * + , : 5 — 4 
9 2 * 
re we. 2 oj 
1 » 
1 
: : =" þ- 
*3 * 
1 
5 Pay . 
”"_ 4 
2 — 
e « 
* 
: 1 
2 * 
i»... 
oh 
* 4 


AT A 


9 MARTIAL, 


As taken by | | 


. CHARLES YEAR E, 
Judge Advocate of his Majeſty 8 THE, 5 


Publiſhed by ORDER of 


The Right Honourable the Lorps Commmesroxexs | 


of the Admiralty, 
At the Deſire of the Court- Martial. 


To which are added, 


Acopy 4 their Lordſhips Memorial to the King, in Relation 
to the Sentence paſſed upon Admiral Byng : A Copy of the 


| King's Order in Council for tranſmitting to their Lordſhips 


a Copy of the Report of the Twelve Judges, in Relation 
to the faid 1 And alſo, a Copy of that Report. 
ND 
A \ Copy of a Want from their Lordſhips for carrying the 
ſaid Sentence into Execution. 
oh © Together with | : 
His Derence ; and all the Papers read in Court. Alſo, ſeverai 


others omitted by the Judge Advocate, but publiſhed by Mr. 


Cook 1n his Account of the Trial. Likewiſe, The Names of the 
Members by whom the Queſtions were propoſed, not taken notice 
of of Mr. Frarne. 


DU BL 1 N: 


Printed for ]. Hozr, P. Wit8oN, J. ExsRaw, A Jans, 
M. WILLIasox, W. SLEATER, and L. Fax. 2 
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ADMIRAL BYNG. 


A T a Court Martial aſſembled on board his Majeſty's 
hip St. George, in Portſmouth Harbour, the Twenty 
Eighth of December 1756. 

1 PRESENT, 
| Thomas Smith, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Red, 
Francis Holbourn, * Rear-Admiral of the Red, 


Harry Norris, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the White, 
 » Thomas Broderick, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Blue, 
aptain Charles Holmes, | Ca ptain Francis Geary, 


# | . 


= #illiam Boys, Fobn Moor, © 
2 Simcoe, Fame Douglas, 


Fehn Bentley, 5 Hon. Auguſtus Heppel. 
Freter Dennis, 8 : 


Admiral Byng brought in by the Marſhal; and Audience 
admitted. | FFF 
The Order for the Trial read, as follows: 


By the Commiſſianers for executing the Office of Lord 
 High-Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


— HERE As the King's Pleaſure was ſignified to us, 
; by Letter dated the 4th of June laſt, from Mr. Fox 
lone of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State) that 
Directions ſhould be given to Sir Edward Hawke to repair 
without loſs of Time to the Mediterrancan, to relieve Ad- 
miral Byng in the Command of his Majeſty's Ships there; 
at. by another Letter of we 29th of the ſame Month from 
OY EAT - Mr. 
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Mr. Fox, the King's farther Pleaſure was fi iel that 


1 


Admiral Byng ſhould be put immediately under arreſt, in 
order that he might be brought to his Trial: And whereas 
upon Mr. Byng's Arrival in England, a Warrant was iſſued 
from us to the Marſhal of the High Court of Admiralty, 
dated the 27th of July laſt, containing as follows, to wit; 


66 
cc 
ce 
ec 
cc 
cc 


a 


cc 


“ Whereas the Honourable Fohn Byng, Admiral of the 
blue Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, failed from England 
in April laſt, with a Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships under 
his Command, for the Mediterranean, under our Orders 
to proceed to Minorca, and if he ſhould find any Attack | 
made upon that Iſland by the French, to uſe all poſſible 


means in his Power for its Relief; and whereas the ſaid 


Admiral Byng, by his Letter to our Secretary, dated the 
25th of May laſt, gave us an account of his getting off 
Mahon on the 1 th of that Month, with his Squadron, 
conſiſting of thirteen Ships of the Line, beſides Frigates ; 
engaging a French Squadron on the 20th, conſiſting of 


twelve Ships of . the Line, beſides Frigates; and that he 


was making the beſt of his way back to Gibraltar on the 
25th, leaving the French Squadron before Minorca; and 
whereas his Proceeding therein ſeems ſo little agrecable 
to our Inſtructions, that it demands the ſtricteſt Exami- 
nation into his Conduct and Behaviour by a Court-Mar- 
tial, and that he ſhould be tried for the ſame: Theſe are 
therefore in his Majeſty's Name to will and require you to 
repair on board his Majeſty's Ship the Antelope at Spithead, 
and take into your Cuſtody. the Perſon of the ſaid Admi- 
ral Byng, and ſafely keep him till delivered by due courſe. 
of Law.” 

And whereas, we did alſo iſſue 9 Warrant to the 


faid Marſhal, dated the 31ſt of the ſame Month, to the 
following Purport, to wit; 


4c 


Cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
4c 
«6 
cc 
cc 
4 
40 


© Theſe are in his Majeſty $ Name to will and require 
you, to detain in your Cuſtody the Perſon of the Honou- 
rable John Byng, Eſq; Admiral of the blue Squadron of 
his Majeſty's Fleet (already committed to your Cuſtody 
by a former Warrant under our Hands and the. Seal of 
the Office of Admiralty) for that he the ſaid John Byng 
having the Command 7 his Majeſty's Fleet in the Mediten- 
rancan, during the Engagement between his Majeſty's ſaid | 
Fleet and the Fleet of the French King on the 20th of May 
faſt, did withdraw or keep back, and did not do his utmoſt 

to take, ſeize and deſtroy the Ships of the French King, 
which it was his Duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch 


* of: 


CCW 


Ts „ © 3 
te of his Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight with the 
« French Ships, which it was his Duty to have aſſiſted; and 
5 for that he the ſaid John Byng did not do his utmoſt to 
“ relieve St. Philzp's Caſtle, in his Majeſty's Iſland. of Mi- 


ce norca, then beſieged by the Forces of the French King, 
c“ but acted contrary to, and in Breach of his Majeſty's 


« Command; and him the ſaid 7obn Byng you are ſafely to 


keep until he ſhall be delivered by due Courſe of Law.” 


And whereas it appears highly fitting, as well in regard 
to the Public and the Party accuſed, as to the Officers who 


have been ſent for home as Witneſſes upon this Occaſion, 


that a Court-Martial ſhould be aſſembled as ſoon as conve- | 


niently may be, to enquire into the Conduct and Behaviour 


of the ſaid Admiral Jobn Byng, as before recited from 
the Warrants of his Commitment and Detainer, and 


0 try him for the ſame; we ſend you herewith a Copy of 


our Inſtructions to the ſaid Admiral Byng, dated the 3oth of 
March 1956, for his proceeding with a Squadron of his 
Majeſty's Ships to the Mediterranean; and alſo of an Or- 
der to him dated the 3 iſt of March 1756; and likewiſe two 


original Letters from Admiral Byng to our Secretary, one 


dated the 4th of May laſt, the other the 25th of the ſame 
Month, containing Accounts of his Proceedings; and alſo 
the ſeveral Papers tranſmitted with thoſe Letters; and you 
are hereby required and directed to aſſemble a Court- 


Martial, who are to proceed to an Enquiry into the before- 


recited Conduct and Behaviour of the ſaid Admiral Jahn 
Byng, and to Try him for the ſame. Given under our 


Hands this 14th Day of December, 17 56. 


To Thomas Smith, Flq; _ Temple 
Vice-Admiral of the Red, c. Ed. Boſcawen 
at Portſmouth, j 
By Command of their Lordſhips  F. Forbes. 
F. Cleveland. | 


Then the Court and the Judge-Advocate were ſworn, 
agreeable to Act of Parliament. 1 
The Inſtructions, Order, and two Letters, with ſeveral 


Incloſures, accompanying the Order for Trial, were then 


read: Vide Appendix, No. II. page 2. No. IV. 8 Ne. 
V. R »» 


| 7 hen the Papers inclaſed in the two before recited Letters were 
read, Vide Abpendix, Ne. VII. p. 11. No. IX. p. — 
a A I'S Ne. 
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even any Appearance of it. 


e . 
Ne. XII. p. 18. No. XVI. p. 22. Ne. VIII. f. 12. 
"N* Xp. 17. N. X ibid. Ne. XXV. . 37. 


Then the Defecti of ſeveral of bis Majeſly*s Ships under the Com- 
mand of Admiral Byng, on the 24th of May, 1756, men- 
tioned in the Poſtſcript of the Admirals Letter to Mr. Cleve- 
land of the 25th of May, were read. Vide Appendix, Ns. 

| XXIII. Z. 30. 7 | | | 


Then the Court was cleared; and the Order for Trial | 


being again read, the Court took into Conſideration, from 


what Time, agreeable to the Contents of that Order, their 


Enquiry into the Priſoner's Conduct ought to commence; 
Agreed (Eleven to 'Two) that the Order, by the general 
Words in it, and by incloſing Admiral Byng's Letter of 


the Fourth of May, ſeems to direct the Enquiry to be made, | 


from the Time of the Squadron's failing from St. Helen's. 
Then a Paper was read which had been delivered by the 

Priſoner to the Preſident juſt before the Court was cleared 

containing as follows: 


7 4 _ | 
J Have earneſtly wiſhed the Arrival of the Time for en- 
quiring into my Conduct and Behaviour, and think my- 
ſelf extremely happy at its Approach; I doubt not to evince, 


the Falſhood of all the artful malicious Aſperſions caſt up- 


on me by my Enemies; and to prove that the unprecedent- 


ed Indignities, Diſtreſſes, and Oppreſſions J have ſuffered, 


cannot be juſtified by any actual Demerit of mine, nor 

I have a very ſenſible Pleaſure when J conſider the un- 
doubted Abilities and Integrity of my Judges, and having an 
entire Confidence in their Candour and impartial Juſtice, 
ſhall not detain this Court any longer from proceeding to 
my 'Trial : having only to requeſt that one of my Officers 


_ (whoſe Teſtimony I ſhall wave, becauſe not very material, 


as he was quartered on the Middle Deck) may be permitted 
to aſſiſt me in regulating my Minutes; which I am unable 
to do myfelf from an Inflammation in my Eyes, occafioned by: 
a ſevere Cold during my Confinement; and to entreat the 
uſual Indulgence of a Perſon to take the Minutes of the Pro- 
ceedings in Short Hand. 


The 


* 1 3 N 3 bin Haz 0 


1717 
The Court were unanimous in the Priſonerꝰs being indul · 
ged in his Requeſt, to be allowed to have a Perſon to take 


the Minutes of the Proceedings in Short Hand. a 


And they alſo agreed, that if the Officer he deſires 
be permitted to aſſiſt him in regulating his Minutes, is not 


one of the Perſons ordered to be ſummoned to give Evi- 


dence upon this Trial, there is no Objection to complying 
with his Requeſt in that Particular alſo. 


The Court was then opened, and the aforegoing Reſolu- 


tions read; and the Priſoner being aſked the Name of the 
Officer whom he deſired, he ſaid it was Lieutenant Edward 
Clarke; and the Judge-Advocate being aſked if he was one 
of the Witneſſes ordered to be ſummoned, he faid, he was. 

The Priſoner then deſired that Mr. Clarke might be the 


firſt Witneſs examined. 


The Court was thereupon ordered to be cleared. 
And taking the Priſoner's Requeſt into Conſideration, the 
Court agreed, - T9 
That as it is the cuſtomary Proceeding of Courts Martial 
not to ſuffer any Witneſs to be preſent, while any other 


Witneſs is giving his Evidence; and as a Witneſs cannot be 


ſaid to have gone through his Examination 'till the whole 
Evidence is gone through, ſince there may be Occaſion to 
call him before the Court ſeveral Times, the complying 
with this Requeſt of the Priſoner will not make it at all more 


proper to comply with his former: But as this may lay him 
under ſome Difhculty, the Court are willing to indulge him 


with poſtponing their proceeding to the Examination ok 


Witneſſes till To-morrow Morning, if he deſires it, that 


he may provide himſelf with any other proper Perſon to aſ- 


fiſt him in regulating his Minutes. 


The Priſoner was then brought in, and the Audience ad- 
mitted; and the laſt Reſolution read. | 
The Priſoner thereupon deſired the Court might deter 
the Examination of Witneſſes till To-morrow Morning. 

The Court accordingly adjourned till To-morrow Morn- 


ing Nine o'Clock. . 


A4 —mWEDNESDAY 
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nw EDNESDAY the 29th of N 1756. 


HE Court met according to Ae 
＋ he Preoher brought in; and I admitted. 


Witneſſes called. 


Te apt Weſt, 4 oil of the Blue, form: 


Q. At what Time did the Squadron commanded by Ad- 
miral Byng, fail from St. Helen's for the Mediterranean?“ 


A. I think the 6th of April. | 
Q. Did any Delay appear to be made in the Paſſage of the 


Squadron from Sf. Helen's to Gibraltar? 


A. None that appeared to me. | 

Q, When did the Squadron arrive at Gibraltar 

A. As recollect, the 2d of May. 

2. When did it fail from thence 1 . 

I think the Sth. 

What occafioned Its Stay there during the interme- 

Bae Tm? 

A. I believe in order to provide the Fleet with Wine and 
Water. | | 
2. What Quantity of Water had yon on board when the 


Squadron arrived at Gibraltar 


A. I don't recollet. | 

. What Quantity of Water did you take in there? 

A. As I remember, we compleated our Water to the 
ſame Quantity as when we left Spithead (when we had Beer 
19) I think a hundred and thirty Tuns. 

+2, What was your daily Conſumption of Water? 

A. I cart ſpeak certainly to it. 

&. How was the Wind and Weather during your Stay 
at Gibraltar? 

A. In general the firſt three or four Days I think it was 
weſterly, I can't be certain to it; at the Time of our failing 
it was eaſterly, as I remember. 

©. Was there any Poſſibility of your ailing from Gibral- 
tar ſooner than you did? 1 p 


181 

AI can't anſwer this Queſtion, becaufe I don't know by 
what Time all the reſt of the Squadron were ſupplied wit 
their Wine and Water. OT 

2. Can you anſwer for your own Diviſion ? 

A. I can anſwer but in general what TI apprehend to have 
been the State of the Caſe. The Admiral ordered the A- 
8 to ſupply the Ships as faſt as poſſible with 


ine; and more Places than the general watering Place 


. were made uſe of to Water the Ships; and at the uſual wa- 


tering Place, the Ragged Staff, as I heard, the Pumps were 
out of Repair, fo that I believe they were obliged to draw 
the Water there. 5 | 

2, Did it appear to you that there was any unneceſſary 
Delay made in the Paſſage of the Squadron from Gibraltar 
to Minorca P . = 5 8 

A. In the going up, we at times ſaw ſeveral Ships, ſome 
of which were by the Admiral's Orders ſpoke with, I believe 
to get Intelligence of the Situation of Minorca, and the State 
of the Enemy; and why I believe ſo, is, becauſe upon ſee- 
ing a Fleet, which from Information we had, there was 
Reaſon to take to be Dutch, we did not ſpeak with that. 
When we came the length of Majorca, the Admiral ſent in 
a Frigate to Palma, which I apprehend was to gain Intelli- 
gence, ſhe returned with the Phenix in Company, the Fleet 
in the mean Time ſtanding towards the Iſland of Cabrera, 
and after thoſe Frigates joined, the Fleet ftood on for 
Minorca. . e 
&. When did you get Sight of Minorca? 
A. On the 19th of May in the Morning. 
2, What were the Bearings and Diſtance of it from 
youT.. KF ps * 

A. As I did not ſet it by the Compaſs, I cannot ſpeak to 
the Bearings; the Diſtance I take to have been about five or 
ſix Miles. Cn | | 

2, Did the Squadron, or any of the Ships, go off the Ca- 
file of St. Philip's to gain Intelligence? = 

A. Captain Hervey informed me, that he had received 
Orders from Admiral Byng, to go ahead, with his own Ship 
the Phenix and two other Frigates, to diſcover the State of 
St. Philip*s Caſtle, as well as to diſcover whether there was 
any Fleet of the Enemy off there; he alſo gave me a Copy 
of the Signals given by Admiral Byng to him, to give Infor- 
mation thereby to the Admiral of what Diſcoveries he ſhould - 
mulls 28 

ES The 


t 


We Witneſs delivered into Court a Copy of the Signals as 


given him by Captain Hervey ; for which vide Appen- 
dix, No. XVIII. 7 24. 5 
2, When did you firſt ſee the French Fleet ? 
Ahe firſt time I ſaw them was about Noon on the 19th. 
A Line of Battle as given out by Admiral Byng to Captain 
Gardiner 7 the Ramillies, delivered into Court ; for 
which, vide Appendix, No. XXVL. p. 30. 
2. How did they then bear, and at what Diſtance? 
A. I believe the Bearings of the whole of the Fleet were 
between the Eaſt South Eaſt and the South Eaſt, and I be- 
lieve at about ſeven ues Diſtance. | 
. 2, How were they ſtanding ? Ta 

A. They had their Larboard Tacks on board, I believe, 
Cloſe hauled, ftanding to the Weſtward ; the Wind I believe 
was about South South Weſt. _ 5 7 

Q. Upon ſeeing the French Fleet, and 'till you loſt Sight 
of them at Night, what Signals did the Admiral make ? 

A. The Admiral, after ſtanding towards the French Fleet 
ſome time, made my Signal to ſpeak with me, and brought 
to, my Ship being at ſome Diſtance aſtern; on my coming 
on board, the Admiral made the Signal for the Line of 
Battle ahead, on the Starboard 'Tack, which might be be- 
tween two and three o'Clock; there was then very little 
Wind, and tho? the Fleet endeavoured to form, it was 
Evening before they could get at all into their Stations; on 
my return on board my own Ship, or juſt thereabouts, I 
ſaw the Signal made to tack, and at the ſame time the French 
Fleet were tacking likewiſe ; we had then near'd the French 
Fleet, their Diſtance being about three or four Leagues. 

&. How did the Squadron ſtand during the Night ? 

A. They continued upon the ſame Tack, I believe, till 
about twelve o Clock, about which time I think they tack'd, 
and continued upon that Tack *till after Day-light.. | 

9. Were the French Fleet in ſight at Day-break in the 


Morning of the 20th? | 
. N | 

2. What Signals were made or Orders given by the Ad- 
miral *till you ſaw them that Day ? 

A. At Day-break we ſaw two Tartans ſtanding towards or 
rather in the Fleet, upon which the Admiral made the 
Louiſa's Signal to chace, I think to the North Eaſt, and 
ſoon after made the Signal for the Officer in the ſecond Poſt 
to ſend out Ships to chace, whereupon I made the Defiance's 


and Captain's Signals to chace to the North Eaſt alſo; the 
| . Defiance 


| [ 11 } 2 
Deſfance ſoon after brought her Chace to, but the Lauiſa 
ſtill continued ſtanding after the Veſſel ſne was in chace of. 
Between nine and ten o' Clock, as I think, the Trident 
made à Signal of ſeeing a Fleet in the South Eaſt, im- 
mediately after which the Admiral made the Signal for all 
Cruizers, and fired ſeveral Guns; about ten, a Signal was 
made for the Line ahead, on the Starboard Tack, I believe 
at two Cables length aſunder, and quickly afterwards at half 
a Cable's length aſunder. ; 2 
2. How were the French Fleet ſtanding at the time you 
ſaw them clearly that Morning, and at what Diſtance were 
they then from our??? 5 
A. T believe they were ſtanding the whole time upon the 
Larboard Tack; and about eleven o'Clock, I think the 
Body of one Fleet might be about two Leagues diſtant from 
the Body of the other... | 
9. * How did the French Fleet proceed, or what were 
their Motions, after you ſaw them diſtinctly, till the Signal 
was made for Battle ? | 
Al. Some time after eleven o'Clock, I think about half 
an Hour, the French Fleet brought to, ſeemingly in diſor- 
der; in which Situation they remained ſome time, perhaps 
about half an Hour, when they began to form in a Line 
ahead upon the Larboard Tack; and, after being formed, 
lay to upon that Tack. | 
I At what time were they ſo formed and brought to? 
. I believe about one o' Clock. 
Q. At that time, how was our Fleet ſtanding? and at 
what Diſtance was your Ship from the French, when you 
weather'd them? ED | = 
A. Our Fleet was ſtanding in a regular formed Line, on 
the Starboard Tack; and I think, when our Rear weather'd 
—_ Van, my Ship might be diſtant from them about two 
 WVILIES., | . | . 
Q. From the time that our Rear weather'd their Van, 
what Signals were made or Orders given by the Admiral, 
that you know of, till the Signal was made for Battle ? 
A. At about half an Hour after One (or perhaps before) 
at which time our Fleet ſeemed to be extended the length of 
the Enemy, a Signal was made for the Rear of the Fleet to 
| tack, and immediately altered to the Signal for the whole 
Fleet to tack together; when the Fleet was about, the 
Signal was made for the Van to lead a Point to Starboard, 
and ſoon after it was repeated to keep another Point, which 


Preſident 


my Diviſion obeyed by bearing away agreeable thereto, and 
_ebntinued to proceed accordingly 'till the Signal was made 
for engaging, which was about a quarter after Two. 
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2. At what time did the firſt Ship or Ships of our Fleet 
begin to engage; and how many bf them did engage, and at 
what Diftance ? | 7 | | 


A. The firſt Ship I ſaw fire of our Fleet was the Defiance 


(which was the leading Ship) ſhe moved a very little Way 
from the Place ſhe was in_when the Signal was made for 
engaging, before ſhe began to fire, at which time ſhe did 
not appear to be nearer than the Diſtance of Random-ſhot, 
and was ahead of the leading Ship of the Enemy ; the next 
time I ſaw her, which was ſhortly after, ſhe was got much 
nearer the Enemy. _. - N Ws 
©. Upon the Signal being made for engaging, how did 
the Vans of both Fleets proceed ? 1 „ 
A. Upon the Signal being made for engaging, I put my 
Helm a Weather, ſet my foreſail, and bore down towards 
the fourth Ship of the Enemy. (the Ship oppoſed to me in 
their Line) and on my going down with the reſt of the 
Ships of my Diviſion (except the Defiance which proceeded 
as before-mentioned) the Enemy fired at us, but at too 
great a Diſtance to do any Execution; we continued going 
down till we received the third fire (as we judged) of the 
Enemy, when finding the ſhot fly thick over us, we brought 
up and returned our fire; ſoon after, upon the ſmoke 
clearing up, obſerving myſelf not ſo near as I intended to 


— 


engage, we filled and bore away about two Points, and 


continued engaging the Enemy's fourth Ship ' till ſhe put 
right before it, and we raked her as ſhe went off; what 
time we engaged this Ship before ſhe bore away I cannot 
ſpeak to; my Officers, who obſerved by their Watches, 
faid, it was better than an Hour ; ſoon after ſhe went away, 
the fifth Ship of the Enemy from the Van, which the 
Captain had engaged, went away alſo, upon which I fet all 
the Sail J had in my Power (the Maintopſailyard and the 
Main Tack being ſhot away) and ſtood cloſe to the Lancaſter | 
(the Ship immediately ahead of me) which was engaged with 
the third Ship in the Enemy's Van (being a Chef d*Eſcadre) 
at which Ship the fire of the Lancaſter and Buckingham was 


then levelled, and we continued engaging her 'till ſhe bore 
away, and put right before it, expoſing her ſtern to our fire; 


immediately afterwards, the two Ships ahead of the Chef 
d*Efcadre, with which the Deffance and Portland had been 
engaged, went away alſo in the ſame Manner; immediately 

| after 


N . TE 5,8 
after the going away of the Van of the Enemy, the Rear af 
the French Fleet made Sail, at which time the Portland and 
Lancaſter were gone ahead, not obſerving (as I then imagin- 
ed) the Motions of the Enemy's Rear, upon which I made 
the Lancaſter's Signal to call her back; the Captain, Buck-" 
ingbam, and Defiance were then near each other; the 
Defiance ſeemed to have ſuffered much: the Rear of 
the Enemy now approached us (three Ships) and fired ag 
they came up, which we returned, but they declined 
coming to a cloſe Engagement, edging away as they 
advanced ahead; the Action with theſe ſhips ended at about 
half an Hour after Five, when they bore away, and joined 

ther kT: 214. | 
H. How did the Admiral's Ship, and the reſt of our 
Fleet, proceed, from the time of our Van's beginning to 
engage, till the time the Engagement was over? = 
A. T have obſerved to the Court, that at the time of the 

Signal's being made for engaging, I bore away for the 
Enemy, who fired upon us as we were going down; I did 
not therefore, after that, know any thing of the Motions of 
the Rear Diviſion of the Fleet, until the action with the 
Enemy's Van had ceaſed; after they were gone, at the time 
Il obſerved the French Rear to make Sail towards us, I took 
notice that the Rear of the Engliſh Fleet was conſiderably 
aſtern. of us; and, while the French Rear was coming up, 
ſome of the Ships of our Rear appeared to me, at times, 
with their Maintopſails aback, and at other times making 
Sail towards us; and ſoon after the French Rear had paſt us, 
the Engliſh Fleet brought to for ſome little time, but not 
long, when they again made Sail, and continued upon that 
Tack till about ſeven o'Clock, when the Signal was made 
for tacking, and for thoſe which had led with the Larboarq 
to lead with the Starboard "Tacks ; about eight o'clock the 
Fleet brought to. | | 

QA. When you firſt obſerved the Rear of the French com- 
ing up, after their Van had bore away, and you at the fame 
Time obſerved the Rear of the Engliſh Fleet at a conſidera- 
ble Diſtance aſtern, what did you judge that Diſtance to be? 


A. About three Miles? | 
., When you ſaw. them at that Diſtance, were they to 
Windward or to Leeward of you? | 
A. To Windward. 
Q; How far? | 


A. I can't ſay how far; but as our Maintopſailyard was 
ſhot away, and I think our Mizen or Mizentopſail was not 
| | | + „ 

* Holbourn. ; 
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5 fy it might prevent our keeping cloſe to the Wind; and I 


Obſerved them a little upon our Weather Quarter. 
9 Did any of the French Ships appear to you to be diſa- 
abled, how ay of them, and in what Manner? 

A. One of ah had her Maintopſail-yard carried away, | 
and another had her Foretopſail upon the Cap, but the Oo- 
caſion of it I could not tell; the Ship I engaged had, I be- 
lieve, her Quarter ſhattered ; my Officers tol me that ep | 
obſerved it hanging down as ſhe went off. 2 

2, When the Admiral made the Signal for the Van to 
lead a Point, and another Point to Starboard, did he him- 

ſelf and the Ships in his Diviſion execute that Signal as the 
Van did? 

A, I apprehend fo, but I cannot ſpeak certainly to it. 

Q, Did it appear to you, that the Wind and Weather 
were ſuch as to have admitted the Admiral and his Diviſion to 
have got up with the Enemy, and engaged them as cloſe as 
the Van did? = 

A. Yes; it appeared to me ſo; 1 ſaw no Impediment. I 
beg leave to obſerve, that I don't ſay there was none, but 
that none appeared to me. 

Q. What fail had the Admiral and the "I ſet, as near 
as you obſerved, from the Time of the Fleet*s coming upon 
the Larboard Tack, to the Time of your beginning to en- 

ape ! ? 
wY A. I apprehend, that after the Fleet were about upon the 
Larboard Tack, they were under their 'Topfails, till the 
Time I bore away to engage ? 

Q. * At the Time you began to engage, did the Admiral 
and his Diviſion make more Sail, in order to engage the 
Enemy ? 

A. When I obſerved the Signal on board the Admiral for 
engaging, his Weather Bow appeared open to me, as if he 
was bearing away, in order. to engage; but I did not ſee 
him, or any other Ship of his Diviſion, with their Foreſail ſet. 

Q. What Sail did our Fleet make, after the Enemy bore 
away, and how did they ſtand ? 

A. I ſaw ſeveral of our Ships with Foreſail and Topſails, 
and our Fleet was then new forming, as I think, ſometimes 
going a little large, and ſometimes upon a Wind. 

Q. How did the French Fleet ſtand, at that Time? 

A. From the North Weſt, to the North Narth Weſt, 28 
T judge. 

9. Did our Fleet make the beſt of their way after 


them ? 
4. Our 


* 
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A Our Fleet continued in the Situation - 1 W . * 
ſcribed, of forming the Line, till about ſeven o f 
= when they tacked and ſtood from them, to the South Sou 

_ Faſt, till Eight, at which Time the Signal was made * 


bring to. 

9: What was the Condition of your Ship, the Mg 
of the Day of Action, as to Men? = I 
A. In very good Condition; ſhe was well manned. * - 
9. How many Men had you killed, and how many 
_ wounded in the Action? 

A. Three killed; ſeven wounded, 

Q. What Damage did the Ship receive in her Hull, Maſts, 
Vards, Rigging, or any other Particulars? 5 
A. Ican't, upon Memory, tell the whole. 

2. Were the Damages you received repaired ſo as to 
make the Ship fit for Action before the Council of War was 
held on the twenty fourth? | 

A. Yes. 

> How long before? 

By the Evening of the Day after the Action, or the 
next Morning. 
Did you, during the Action, or at any Time after- 
_ wards till the Squadron made Sail to return to Gibraltar, 
_ expreſs your Opinion or Sentiments of the Behaviour or 
Proceedings of any Officer or Ship, particularly of the Be- 
haviour or Proceedings of the Admiral, and if you did, what 
was it? 
Tube Queſtion obj e ded 10 5 y the Witneſs, and not repeated. 

Q. Could the Admiral and his Diviſion have brought the 
Rear of the Enemy to an Engagement, and by that Means 
have prevented them from making Sail up to our Van and 
engaging them ? 

I know of nothing that prevented their doing ſo. 

. Do you recolle& what Sail the Rear of the French had 
when they came up with you? 

A. I think their Foreſails and Topſails. 

Q. Was it by bearing away, or by making more Sail, 
that the Rear of the French left you ? 

A. By bearing away. 

Q. Was the Van of our Fleet in ſuch a ca.. when 
the Rear of the French came up with them, as to prevent 
their joining their own Van, if the Rear of our Fleet had 
"een near? 


A. Sho Condition and Situation of the Van of our Fleet 
WAS this: | 


The 
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The Lancaſter and Portland were gone conſiderably ahead 
(having kept a little away, but not much.) 
The Defiance. appeared ſo much ſhattered that I placed 
own Ship between her and the Enemy. 
The Buckingham, as I have before obſerved, had her 


| ae pr ſhot in the Slings, and her Rigging and 
Sails much cut; her Mizenmaſt alſo hung over, being much 
- wounded in ſeveral places. | 


The. Captain (the Ship immediately aſtern of me) appear- g 


ed to have ſuffered; and not having come into the Action, 


after the going away of the fifth Ship in the French Van, 


there was Reaſon to conclude her to be in a bad Condition. 


That with Reſpect to their ſtopping the ſeven Ships of the 
Frencb, it is ſufficient to ſay, that they did all in their Power 
to do fo by engaging them, as the three Ships were able to 
make very little Sail. 


Q. Did the Lancafler obey your Signal for recalling 


her? 

A. Not as I obſerved ; ſhe continued to ſtand on for ſome 
time; I believe, till after the French had paſt. 

Q. * Was the Weather ſuch as to admit of 'T op-gallant- 
fails being ſet ? 

A. I ſet my own Foretopgallantſail, in order to go up to 
the third Ship in the Enemy's Van. 8 
Q. + Did the French Rear ſhorten ſail to engage you, when 

they had got up with you? | 
A. They backed their Maintopſails while they fired. 
Q. How long did they lie with their Maintopſails aback ? 
A. I believe he headmoſt Ships might do ſo while they 


fired two Broadſides, but the ſternmoſt Ships not ſo long. 


Q. Did the Ships of the Enemy in the Van, when they 
bore way, bear away from lying to, or had they filled their 
Maintopſails before they bore away? 

A. I apprehend that they filled their Maintopſails before 
they bore away, and kept away a little laſking ; but this I 
apprehend from Conſequences only, the firſt of which is, 
That very ſoon after I had brought up to engage the fourth 
Ship, I edged away in order to cloſe the Enemy, which I do 
not apprehend that I did in that Proportion I ſhould have 
done if they had lain to. Another Obſervation, in ſupport 
of this Opinion, I have to make is, That after the Enemy's 
Van were gone, the Rear of the Enemy's Fleet was very 


little, if at all, to Leeward of us. 
| | Q. Did 
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O. Did you obſerve them lying to, when you began d 
engage them ? 7 | | „ 
A. I have already obſerved that they were lying to, and 
that from Circumſtances only I thought they did not continue e 
lying to; I never ſaw them with their Maintopfails full, —1 [4 i 
thought they had been lying to the whole time, till from 
Circumſtances I concluded otherwiſe. 2 

2. As you obſerved, upon the Enemy's Van bearing 
away, that the Rear of our Fleet was three Miles aſtern of 
you; how far was the Rear of the French Fleet, which was 
then coming up, diſtant from you? 5 „ 

A. They appeared to me very little ahead, at that Time, 
of the Admiral's Diviſion. i 
©. What Sail had they ſet ? „ ; 
A. Their Topfails only at firſt, and ſoon after they ſet 'Y 
their Foreſails. 5 5 | 
5 bs Did the French Rear bear away when their Van did ? 
„„ | . 
9D, Then how many Points might there be between the 
Stecrage of their Van and their Rear ? | 
A. Their Van went away right before it, for ſome time; 
and their Rear, though they kept their Wind at firſt, laſked 
away afterwards in the Manner beforementioned. 
_ ©. + When the French Van bore away, did you obſerve the 

Admiral to make any Signal for the 2 to make more 

Sail ? 5 

A. I did not myſelf obſerve it, or at leaſt don't recollect it 
now. | 
©, Or to chace? 


j 


A, I know of no Signal being made. to chace, at that 
Time. 5 | 
Q: Pleaſe to inform the Court, when the Signals were 
made for the Fleet to tack all together, and to bear up for 
the Enemy, if thoſe Signals were perfectly obeyed by the 
whole Fleet? 3 | 
A. To the firſt Part IT have ſaid, that the Fleet tacked all 
together. To the ſecond Part, that I apprehend they did. 
Qi. When the French Rear had rejoined their Van, did their 
Fleet, by Signal or otherwiſe, haul to the Wind again? 
A. Not that I ſaw. | | 
Q: Did the Weather prevent any Ship, that you know of, 
from running out her Lower Tier? . 
A. It did not prevent my Ship, nor any that I heard of, | 
except the Deptford, which lowered ker Ports at Times as I 
_ have heard. ſ DV. Souls 
| Holmes. . Simcoe, : 
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Fou have ſaid that you ſaw no Impediment to the 
| Aral and his Diviſion going down to engage the Enemy as 
our Van did; did the Admiral and his Diviſion go down and 
engage the Enemy i in that Manner? 


A. H have already ſaid, that after I had bai away, upon the 


Signal being made for engaging, I did not obſerve the Motions 
of the Admiral's Divifion, Gl 

my's Van was over, and that then the Rear of the Enemy ap- 
peared to be ahead of the Admiral. 

The Court was cleared, and the Quęſtion objected to by the Mit- 


neſs being conſidered, it was agreed that an Anſwer ſhould not 


be inſiſted upon; the Court was then again opened. 
D. + Did you at any Time, ſee the Admiral and his Divi- 
fion engaged with the Enemy ? 


A. I can only anſwer that by ſaying, that I did ſee Smoke 


from the Admiral, or ſome other Ship of his Divifion; ; I ſaw 
it as I was looking towards the Intrepide. 


9. At what Diſtance was that Diviſion from the Enemy 9 


at the Time you ſaw that Smoke? 

A. At the Time ſpeak of, I was engaged with the Enemy 
in my own Ship, and only ſaw it obſcurely as the Smoke of 
our Firing cleared up. I did net then obſerve the Enemy's 
Ships which that Firing might be directed to. 


Then, it being .juſt four o Clock, the Court e till 


To-morrow Morning, Nine 0 "Clock, 


* HURSDAY the 3oth of December, 1756. 


HE Court met according to Adjournment. The Pri- ; 


ſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. 
Vice-Admiral Weſt again called in. 


. + Do you know whether the Admiral received any In- 


3 of the French Fleet, or of the Situation of Minorca, I 


during your Stay at Gibraltar? 

A. Captain Edgcumbe and Captain Noel came on board my 
Ship from the Admiral, as I was coming to an Anchor in 
Gibraltar Bay : Both of them informed me to the following 
Effect; That the French had landed and taken Poſſeſſion of 
the Inland of Minorca, which they ſeemed to conſider as 
gone; tho' St. Philip's Caſtle, at the Time they left it, 
was in our Poſſeſſion: That the French had brought with 
them a very large Embarkation of Troops, conſiſting, as I 


think they then ſaid, of about fourteen thouſand Men, fur- 
niſhed 
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5 and Princeſs Louiſa there, of Mr. Edgcumbe's Squadron; the 
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| niſhed with all Kinds of Artillery, Ammunition, Stores, and 
| Proviſions, eſcorted by a Squadron of Men of War, the 
Number of which they could not aſcertain, but Capt. Neel. 
told me, he had been at Mount Tauro to obſerve them, and 


that he could diſtinguiſh eight or nine large Ships, beſides 
other Men of War, which he did not know but might be 


Frigates. There were other various-Intelligences ; one, if I 


recollect, from the Conſul of Carthagena, who made the 
Number, if I miſtake not, twelve or thirteen of the Line : 
And I think it was by the ſame Perſon (tho' I am not ſure) 


that it was ſaid there were four more Men of War fitting and 


near ready at Toulon to join their Squadron; and likewiſe 


that there were twelve Sail of Spaniſh Men of War ſoon ex- 


pected at Carthagena. There was alſo Intelligence from a 
Schooner from ; 5 which had been in the Middle of 
their Fleet (I think in the Duſk of the Evening) who ſpoke 


of ſeeing the French Admiral and ſome other of their Ships; 


but I don't recolle& what he ſaid was their Number. This 
Schooner, if I miſtake not, gave alſo an Account of having 


| afterwards ſeen a French Squadron returning back, as he ſup- 


poſed, for Toulon. | 
Qi. Did the Admiral communicate this Intelligence, or any 
part of it, to you, and conſult with you about it ? 


A. He communicated a great part, if not the whole, of 


the Intelligence I have juſt now related; and with reſpect to 


the conſulting with me about it, he did not conſult in any 
Manner fo as to divert him from purſuing his Orders to pro- 
ceed to Minorca. | EY 


Q. Do you think the Squadron was in a Condition to have 
proceeded immediately from thence to Mahon, on Receipt of 


that Intelligence ? 

A. The Objects of the Admiral's Stay at Gibraltar were, 
as well as I can remember, to Wine and Water the Fleet, 
and to receive on board a Regiment from the Garriſon if the 


Governor was diſpoſed to ſend one on board, and to put the 


Sick on ſhore. If the Admiral had not thought himſelf 


= bound to wait upon Account of thoſe Matters, the Squadron, 


for aught I know to the contrary, might have proceeded, but 
I believe could not have cruized there any time. I muſt allo 


E obſerve, that this muſt have depended on Winds and Wea- 


ther, and the Length of Time going up, for if we had had 


as long a Paſſage up as we had back, the Fleet might pro- 
bably have wanted Water But when I ſay the Squadron, I 


S 


muſt take Notice, that I believe we found * the Deptford 


. (29) 
Portland and Cheſterfield were not there as I remember; and 
the Deptford and Louiſa had, T underſtood, put on ſhore 
their Marines or Soldiers at Minorca, and had to take others 
on board in their room at Gibraltar, which they afterwards 
did; the Louiſa had alſo, as T underſtood, condemned Maſts 
on board; however ſhe did fail with us in that Situation, 
there being no other Maſts for her at Grbraltar, 
The Priſaner was aſked for, and delivered into Court, the 
Accounts of the State and Condition of the Ships of his 
Fleet as delivered to him at Gibraltar. [See the Ap- 
pendix, No. xxxvii. 8 
Q. You ſaid Yeſterday that you diſcovered the French Fleet 
on the nineteenth of May about Noon; that after ſtanding 
towards them ſome Time, the Admiral made your Signal to 
ſpeak with you; pleaſe to acquaint the Court, what paſſed 
between the Admiral and you, relative to the Proceedings of 
the Fleet, or to the Iſland of Minorca? . 
A. When I came on board the Admiral, he told me, 
they ſaw ſeventeen or eighteen Sail of Men of War: 
Captain Hervey was then with him, who obſerved that pro- 
bably from their Size and Number, (Words to this Effect I 
mean) the French had received a Reinforcement ; upon this 
Converſation I told the Admiral I thought it would be right 
to make the Signal far the Line; immediately after which 
the Signal for the Line ahead was made, by which the Fleet 
was directed towards the Enemy. After this I went up upon 
the Quarter Deck, where there was Lord Robert Bertie, with 
other Officers, and what elſe paſſed was general Converſation 
upon the preſent Situation of "Things, and all ſeemed to be in 
oreat Spirits. Among other Things, I remember the Admi- 
ral mentioned to me his intending to make the Phenix a Fire- 
ſhip ; and, if J miſtake not, he alſo told me, he intended to 
ſend her ahead to reconnoitre the French Fleet. With regard 
to Minorca, I don't recollect any thing paſſing upon that Sub- 
ject. | „„ . 
: Q. Did you, at any time between the Day of Action and 
2 3 Sail for Gibraltar, fee the French Fleet? 
No. O 
Q. Was any Attempt made after the Action, to open a 
Communication with Minorca“? N . 
A. I know of none. | 25 | 
Q. Between the Time the Action ended, and the Time 
of holding the Council of War, did the Admiral aſk the Ad- 
vice, Opinion, or Sentiments of yourſelf, or any other Per- 
| es „„ 
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fon in your Hearing, with reſpect to any Part of his Proceed- 


ings? Ee ͥ 
10 Immediately after the Action, I received a Letter from 


Admiral Byng, in which he was pleaſed to uſe many obliging 


Expreſſions with regard to me; in Conſequence of his Letter 


went onboard to return him my Thanks, and found him much 
diſſatisfied with the Behaviour of ſome of the Ships in his Di- 
viſion ; I told him I was very ſorry to hear That, and hoped 
if That was the Caſe, that he would not continue their Cap- 
tains in their Commands ; I forget the Particulars of the An- 
{wer he gave, but it was not determinate of what he would 


do. I alſo went on board of him the next Day, when we talk- 


ed upon the Subject of new-forming the Line; in which Con- 


verfation, among other Diſpoſitions of the Line, it was men- 


| tioned to form it in three Diviſions ; the Admiral ſaid, he 


did not know whom to truſt with the third Diviſion. I be- 
lieve on Saturday J received a Letter from the Admiral, in- 


c forming me they ſaw the two miſſing Ships, the Intrepide and 


Cheſterfield; the next Day I alſo received another Letter from 
the Admiral, informing me, that they ſaw the French Fleet, 
and that as our Ships had not repaired their Defects, he 


thought we were in no Condition to lye for them (that is, in 


no Condition to continue lying to, as we then were, to re- 
ceive them) and if I was of that Opinion, he ſhould make 
Sail in the Night, and the next Day we ſhould better judge 
of the Situation and Condition of our Ships; there was then 


very little Wind, and ſoon after it fell calm. I went on board 
the Admiral, and in talking upon this Subject, I told him, that 


{ ſhould. be glad to give my Opinion at a Council of War 


with reſpect to our future Proceedings; the next Morning I 


went on board the Admiral before the Signal for the Council 
of War was made, at which Time I objected to thoſe Cap- 
tains, who he thought had not done their Duty, ſitting at the 


Council of War; in Return to which he told me, that he 


had or would reprimand them, and that it would be very hard 


to ſtigmatize Gentlemen for little Failings in their Duty; I 


told him, if that was the Caſe, 1 thought ſo too, for that I 
did not accuſe them, as I could not, from my Situation, poſ- 


| " their Behaviour. 


Have you the abovementioned Letters about you? 
A. Yes.—And delivering them into Court, they were read. 


{Vide Appendix, No. xx. p. 29. No, xxi. ibid. No. xxii. 
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ſending on W the Fleet a Detachment equal to a Batta- 


ſend them, I would receive them, or Words to that Effect? 


quence relating to the Services © to do it in Writing and * : 
Letters ? 
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Priſoner aſked, 


Q. Do you remember there was a Council of War held at 
Gibraliar, on the 4th of May, relating to the Orders for 


lion? 

A. Ido very well remember there was a Council of War 
held at Gibraltar, called by the Governor, I ſuppoſe, relative 
to that Buſineſs ; but the Day it was held I do not recollect. 

. Do you remember an Offer made by the Governor af- 
terwards, to ſend them, notwithſtanding the Opinion of that 
Council of War? 

A. T do remember, upon the Governor delivering to Ad- 
miral Byng what appeared to me to be the Reſult of that 
Council of War, that he expreſſed himſelf in Words to this 
Effect: Notwithſtanding I think it not for his Majeſty's 
Service to ſend the Battalion, nevertheleſs if you think it ne- 
ceſſary or, deſire it, I will ſend them.“ 

Q. Do you remember my anſwering him, that if he would 


A. ] do not remember That to be the Anſwer ; at the ſame 
time I underſtood, that the Admiral thought it depended upon 
the Governor altogether, and that the Admiral was ready to 
receive them if the Governor would ſend them, as he was the 
beſt Judge whether they could be ſpared from his own Gar- 
riſon, or could be of any Service to the Caſtle of St. Philip's. 

©. Is it not cuſtomary, in tranſacting Matters of conſe- 


A. Yes, generally ſpeaking. 

Q.: Did you then look upon this as a private Converſation, 
Or as an Application on the Service ? | 

A. The Manner in which this Tranſaction paſſed had very 
little the Air of Buſineſs in it. 

©. Do you remember that the Dolphin and Portland ar- 
rived at Gibraltar on the 5th of May, from Port-Mabon, and | 
the Experiment on the 7th ? 

A. ] ao not recollect the Days of their "ERP ; the Log- | 
Book will aſcertain that. 

A; Do you remember that the Detachment of Soldiers 
that? were to man the Ships of Mr. Eagcumbe's Squadron, 
were embarked on the 7th of May, from the Garriſon of 
Gibraltar? | 

A. I can't fay, I do; I can't ſpeak with any Certainty as 
to the preciſe Day ; but 1 think, from Circumſtances, it 
could not be ſooner— I remember ſeeing Captain Amber/! on 

ſhore, 
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have them on board chen. 


| ſhore, T think the 6th, and from what he id he could not 


94 % N 


Don't you apprehend it was neceſſary to have a Suffici- 


ency of Water and Proviſions for the Expedition, as it was 
known that the Iſland of Minorca was then in the Enemy's 


erm and conſequently could not * us with any 


thin 
| ＋ Ves, I think fo. 
O: Do you apprehend that the Fleet could have failed 


| ſooner, and taken the Ships of Mr. Edgcumbe's Squadron with 
us, independent of taking on board Water and Proviſions ? 
A. I do not know that they could; I believe not the whole 
of the Squadron. 
Do you remember how many Days we were out in our 
Paſſage from St. Helen's? 
A. I think we failed on the 6th of Abril from St. Helen 85 
and arrived at Gibraltar the 2d of May. 
Q: Do you think that all the Beer of the Squadron was 
_ expended, a: moſt of it, in the Paſlage ? 
A. I believe, moſt of it; very little left; and I believe, 
ſome of the Ships had none; or very little, if any. 
D Don't you think, That Wie us under the Neceſſity of 
ſupplying the Squadron with Wine at Gibraltar, to enable us 


to go up to Minorca? 


2 I think it did. 
Q. As you have ſaid, we made the Iſland of Anni on 


the I9th of May, was not the Fleet ſhot to the Eaſtward of 


the Laire of Mahon that Forenoon ? 

A. Y% © 

Q. Were not the Frigates then about a Mile ahead of us? 

A. Yes, or more I think. 

Q. Was not the Fleet then within about a 
Philip's Caſtle ? could you not then plainly ſee French and 
Engliſh Colours flying. 

A. My Ship, I think, was farther off than a League; but 
I plainly diſcovered French and Engliſh Colours. 

8 it not then light Airs of Wind off the Land and 
gam 

A. Ves. 

Q. With the Calms and light Airs of Wind off the Land, 


do you apprehend it was poſſible for any Ship or Frigate to get 


cloſe into St. Philip s Caſtle that Forenoon. 


A. I believe not, for they ſeemed to endeayour it as much 


as was in their Power. 


Q. Did you ſec any Batteries that might have prevented 
D any 
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any Frigate getting cloſe into the Caſtle? _ 

A. No, I did not ſee any; I don't by that mean to fa 
there were none. 

Q. Did you obſerve that the Caſtle was beſieged ? 

A. I ſaw the blowing up of Rocks, which ſeemed to be 
in order to prepare Ground for Batteries; and we diſcovered 

Shells thrown (as it appeared) from Cape Mola to St. Philip's, 

Q. Do you apprehend that the Enemy were Maſters of 
Mahon Harbour? 

A. I do apprehend the Enemy were ſo far Maſters of Ma- 
hon Harbour, as to prevent the Engliſb F lect from making uſe _ 
of 1 it, with Security to themſelves. . 

Do you know of any Troops embarked in the Fleet, 
beſides what were included in the Complements of the Ships, 
and ſome few Officers and Recruits ? 

A. I know of none. 

Q. Were not Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, and the De. 
tachment from the Garriſon of Gibraltar, embarked i in the 
room of Marines? To 

A. I apprehend ſo. 

Q. Suppoſing the Land Foes on board the Fleet could 
have been thrown into the Caſtle of St. Pbilip's, do you ap- 
prehend it would have been proper, when the 1 s Fleet 
was in Sight? 

A. As] ſuppoſe that the Garyiſon of St. Philip's was to look 
upon the Engliſb Fleet as its Protection, as far as that might 
be ſuppoſed able to protect it, therefore the Weakening the 
Force of the Fleet would have been highly inexcuſable, un- 
der the Circumſtance of ſeeing the Enemy's Fleet, as well 
as by expoſing the Engl; Fleet to that of the Enemy, who 
was at that time, in my Opinion, ſuperior to it. E 

. Do you apprehend, if it had been practicable, and the 1 
Land. Forees ad been thrown i in to reinforce the Garriſon, 
that the Ships would have been fit for Action to engage the 
Enemy's Fleet ? 
A. No, I think not. | 
Do you apprehend, that the throwing in about one Hun - 
dred Officers and Recruits, as a Reinforcement to the Garriſon 


of Sr. Philip's Caſtle, would have been a Force ſufficient to _— 
enable it to hold out againſt the Enemy's Attacks ? | 
A. I am no very proper Judge cf that Queſtion, but from MI | 
he Opinion of all the Land-Officers and ngineers at Gib- 
A that I ſpoke with; and from what I underſtood of the / 
State of S:. Philip's Caſtle, and the Enemy's Force and Situ. ' MF t 


«tion, neither the Officers or Men referred to, nor Lord © | 
| Robert 


* 
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Robert Bertie's Regiment if it had been practicable and pru- 
dent to have landed them, together with the Addition of a 
Detachment, equal to a Battalion, from G:braltar, would 
have defended Sf, Philip's Caſtle ggainſt the Enemy, in ſuch 
Manner as for them not to haveFurrendered. | _ A 

. Do you apprehend, that the throwing in ſuch an in- 
conſiderable Reinforcement as one hundred Officers and Re- 
cruits, had there been a Probability of effecting it, would 


| have been a ſufficient Reaſon for loſing Time, and delaying 


to attack the Enemy's Fleet when in Sight ? 

A. I have ſaid, of how little uſe it appears to me, theſe 
Officers and Soldiers could have been to the Garriſon; and 
tho” even they might have been of more uſe than I imagine, 
the Men were at that time very neceſſary to the Service of the 
Fleet, and therefore not to be parted with, independent even 
of the Delay which it might have occaſioned. 

Q. Was not the Enemy's Squadron ſeen in the South-Eaſt 
Quarter, from the Maſt-heads, between eleven and twelve 
o'Clock on the nineteenth ? ? | 
A. Yes, I believe about that Time, and in that Quar- 
ter. ON 2 | | 
Q. Don't you apprehend, that the moſt proper and neceſ- 
fary Step in this Situation, was to endeavour to attack the 
Enemy's Fleet ? Z D | 
. ; | 3 : 5 

Q. Do you apprehend it would have been proper ſor the 
Admiral to have left any of the Frigates, and by that Means 
have leflened his Force, and deprived the Fleet of the Uſe 
of any of the Ships or Men, when upon the Brink of coming 
to Action? . | | 

A. As ſome Ships of the Fleet, from Sickneſs, or be- 
ing ſhort of Complement, wanted Men to ſupply the Defici- 
ency, I do apprehend that the leaving any Frigates behind 
would have been improper, as their Men would have been 
taken away from ſupplying ſuch Deficiency in part, for which 
they were neceſſary. OE | 

Qt. Did not the Admiral make the Signal for calling in all 
Cruizers between eleven and twelve o'Clock in the Forenoon 
- of the nineteenth f. 

A. I am not certain; but I think the Admiral did, before 
he made Sail. | | | | 
Qi. Did not the Admiral, about Four o'Clock in the 

Afternoon make ſeveral Ships Signals, and diſtribute 
the Men from the Frigates into them te ſtrengthen 


them, 
„ 1 


(26) 
A. I believe ſo. 3 7 
Q. Did you not order forty Men out of the Experiment on 
board the Captain ? | OY, | | | 
A. I think there was thag Number ſent, by my Order, on 
board the Captarn from the Experiment. „ 
Q. And twenty from the ſame Ship into the Lancaſter? 
twenty from the Dolphin into the Intrepide? twenty from the 
Dolphin into the Defiance ? and ſeventeen from the Dolphin 
into the Portland? N 
A. Ves, I believe ſa, 35 5 
Q. Do you know any thing of the Admiral's diſtributing 
any Men out of the Phenix into the Revenge and Deptford * 
A. I underſtood when I was on board the Admiral, that 
he had ſent Men on board the Revenge; I don't know any 
thing of Men ſent on board the Deptford 7 Es 
Q. Did you ever hear the Captains or any of the Officers 
of the Fleet complain of their Ships being badly Manned, 
or Sickly ? Fd + 
A. Yes, many. 1 TE. 8 5 
Q. Did you think ſuch a Diſtribution was proper and 
neceſſary? 2 F 
A. I thought the Service called for it. 
Q. Did you eſteem the Deptford a good Ship, compared 
with others of the ſame Rate? | | 
A. I believe the Deptford had been built as a Sixty-gun- 
Ship, and was then upon the Eſtabliſhment of a + 4 
Ship. As a Sixty ſhe was much inferior both in Size, Weight 
of Metal, and Complement of Men, to other Sixty gun 
Ships. And with regard to her Complement of Men, and 
Weight of Metal, ſhe was inferior in Force to many of the 
preſent Fifty gun Ships. She was inferior to the Portland, 
as well in Complement of Men as Weight of Metal, the 
latter having twenty Men more than the other, and her 
Weight of Metal being Twenty-four and Twelve Pounders, 
and the Deptford's only Twenty-four and Nine Pounders. 
And J am to obſerve further, that many Ships of the Port. 
land's Eſtabliſhment have fifty Men more for their Comple- 
ment than ſhe had. 1 SO 


The ſame Queſtion with Regard to the Captain. 

A. The Captain was one of the old Seventy-gun Ships, 
and at this Time carried fixty-tour Guns: ſhe had been for 
ſome time a very complaining Ship, was always leaky, al- 
ways ſickly, and was, in my Opinion, a very unfit Ship to 
have been ſent abroad upon Service. She is an * 
| Ship. 


„ ( 27) SY 
Ship to the Hampton Court, which I look upon to be one of 


the ſmalleſt Ships of that Claſs upon the preſent Eſtabliſſi- 


ment. n 
The 2 queſtion in Regard to the Portland, 


The Portland, as I underſtood, was a very good Fifty gun 
| Ship; but was, I believe, very foul; and for the Weight of 
Metal ſhe carried, undermanned. . 
8 The ſame que/tton in Regard to the Trident. | 
The Trident had been, as I apprehend, a French Sixty- 
four gun Ship: ſhe ſeemed to be in pretty good Condition, 
but I have heard her Captain complain of his being ill- man- 
ned, not with reſpect to her Number, but their Quality, her 
Complement being five hundred; and ſaid, if I miſtake not, 
the preſent Admiral (then Captain) Broderick had many of 


her beſt Men out with him on board the Hampton-Gourt. 


| Q. Did not the Trident carry Thirty-two Pounders in her 
Lower Tier, when ſhe was cruiſing in the Bay in the Win- 
ter, 1755. 5 

A. I apprehend ſhe did, 

Q. Did you ever hear Capt. Durell ſay, That ſhe complain- 
ed ſo much, that her Weight of Metal was too great for her ? 

A. Yes, I have. | 


Q. Did you ever hear, that upon her coming in from hex 


Cruize, and her Captain repreſenting to the OO that 


her Weight of Metal was too much for her, that her Lower 
Tier were changed to Twenty- four Pounders. 
A. Yes, I have heard the Captain ſay, ſhe had changed 
her Lower Tier to Twenty-four Pounders ; but I don't know 
whether her Upper Tier was changed. | : 
The ſame queſtion that was put in Regard to the Deptford, 
repeated in Regard to the Princeſs Louiſa. 
The Princeſs Louiſa, I believe, was a Sixty-gun Ship upon 
the new Eſtabliſhment, having, as I apprehend, Twelve 
and Twenty-four Pounders, but her Complement was twenty 
ſhort of what Ships of her Claſs carry in Time of War. I 
know of no Defe&s in her but her Maſts, which I under- 
ſtood: were condemned, but were not taken out either at A4&- 


norca or Gibraltar, as there were no Maſts to ſupply her with 


* , * 


in their room. | | 

5 2 queſtion in Regard to the Defiance. 

A. The Defiance, I believe, was a good Ship of the new 

Eſtabliſnment; but was remarkably ill-manned, as I have 
always heard ſay; and twenty Men ſhort of the higheſt 

Complement of Ships of her Claſs. 

Q. Was ſhe not leaky all the Voyage? 


A. 1 


. 
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A. I do recolle& the Captain's complaining of her being 
leaky, and that they could not find the Leak out. | 

The ſame queſtion as was put in Regard to the Deptford, re- 

| peated in Regard to the Revenge. 

A. The Revenge was an old Seventy gun Ship, and at his 
time carried ſixty-four Guns; and was in very good Conditi- 
on, as far as I know, with Reſpect to her Hull; but I have 
frequently heard her Captain complain of her being ill-man- 
ned; ſhe is an inferior Ship to the Hampton-Court, which I 
look upon to be one of the ſmalleſt Ships of that Claſs * 

the preſent Eſtabliſhment. 
| The ſame queſtion in Regard to the Kingſton. 


A. The Kingſton was an old Sixty-gun Ship, carrying Nine | 


and Twenty-four Pounders, as I underſtood, and is inferior 

to the preſent Eſtabliſhment of Sixty gun Ships, With Ref= 

pect to her Men I cannot ſay any thing, as I don't recollect to 

have heard her Captain ſay any thing of it. | 
The ſame queſtion in Regard to the Intrepide. 

A. The Intrepide J looked upon as a very indifferent 
Sixty-four gun Ship, inferior in Force to the Hampton-Court ; 
and, as I think I have heard her Captain ſay, ſhe was ill- 
manned. 

Did you ever hear Captain Young complain of her 
bad Condition in her coming round from the Nore 1 into the 
Doruns? 

„A. I don't recollect I did. „5 

2. At the time the Enemy made Sail and edged away, in 
the Evening of the twentieth, did our Van appear fit or able 
to * N them? 

. I have already ated the Condition of the Vow by 
which it will appear, that if it was the Enemy's Purpoſe to. 
have gone away, the Van could not have come up with them 
by making all the Sail they then could; tho' they might have 
bore away, and ſtood before the Wind. 

Q. I think you ſaid Yeſterday, that you ſaw two of the 
Enemy's Ships diſabled? 

A. I ſaid that one had her Maintopſail-yard carried away, 

and the other had her Foretopſail upon the Cap. 
Q. When you obſerved theſe two Ships, oe Part of the 
Fleet were they in? : 

A. The Ship, if I miſtake not, with her Maintopſail-yard 
zone was in the Body of the Rear of the F leet; and the Ship 
with her Foretopſail-yard down upon the Cap was ſeparated 
altern of the Fleet at ſome little Diſtance, with another Ship 


aſtern of her. +. 
Qs Was | 


(29) 
Qi. Was it not in the Enemy's Power to rejoin the Ships 
that had bore away, and new form their Line, and did they 
not appear edging away for that Purpoſe. EE. h 

A. They did join the Ships by having edged away, which 


= probably was the Purpoſe of their edging away; and when 


they were joined, there was nothing to prevent their new 
forming their Line. 7 „ 
Q. When they did join, did they ſeem to be going away, 
or did they lie to? 3 1 | 
A. They kept away large. 5 | No 
Q. Do you apprehend it would have been proper to have 
purſued them, with Part of the Fleet? = 
As. I believe, at that time, it would have been in vain to 
have purſued them in the Hope of coming up with them, un- 
leſs they had brought to. | | 
Q. Do not you apprehend that the coming to a General 
— Cloſe Engagement, at any Time, depended upon the 
nemy ? 2 oe 
— Tbe Anſwer I make is, that if the Enemy had avoided 
engaging us, and kept away large, That muſt have depended 
upon the Sailing of the two Fleets; but as the Enemy, when 
our Ships were upon the Larboard Tack, were lying to, and 
continued to do ſo, or at leaſt 1 very little Sail, for a 
conſiderable Time, I apprehend an Opportunity was given 
for our Ships to come to a General and Cloſe Engagement 
with theirs. . 1 | 2 | 
Q. If the French had continued to lie to, and had not made 
Sail, don't you believe that our Fleet would have come to a 
General Action? : „ 
A. The Anſwer I make to that is, That I know of no 


Cauſe that prevented their coming to a General Action, in 


the Situation the French Fleet was, more than if they had 
continued to lie to longer than they did. | 

Q. Did you ſee the Ramillies when ſhe did bring to, at 
any time after the Signal was made to engage? | 

A. Till after the French Van was gone, I did not obſerve 
the Motions of our Rear, to ſee any thing diſtinctly of them ; 
but after the Van of the French went away, I ſaw dur Rear, 

and ſometimes ſome of the Ships appeared to me with their 

Maintopfails aback, ſometimes making Sail; but the parti- 
cular Ships, under either Circumſtance, I could not aſcertain ; 
nor could J tell, whether thoſe which I ſaw with their Main- 
topſails at times aback, did it in order to keep aſtern of the 
Ships ahead of them, or not, or to what other Cauſe it 


might be owing. 
& Q. What 
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Q. What Time did you obſerve the Ramillies, or Ships in 


the Rear, with their Topfails aback ? 


A. I believe a little after four; I judge it to be about that 


Time. 


Q.: When you ſuppoſed the Rear about three Miles from 


you, did you mean the Kng/?on. (the ſternmoſt Ship) from 


the Buckingham ; or the Revenge, (the headmoſt of the Rear 


Diviſion) from the Captain (the ſternmoſt of the Van after 
the Intrepide fell aftern?) $ | f 
A. I ſpoke of the Diſtance between the Buckingham and 
the headmoſt Ship in the Body of the Rear. 


Q. Did you obſerve any Signals made to make Sail, when 


the Enemy's Centre and Rear filled and ſet their Forefails ? 
A. I did not myſelf ſee any Signal ; but from what I re- 
collect of my Captain's telling me, I believe there was ſuch 
a Signal made, e us | De FO + 
Q. Was not my Diviſion all under Sail when the Enemy's 
Rear were paſling you ? And was not the Enemy then 
edging away ? 


A. I am not certain that the Rear Diviſion were all under 


Sail when the Enemy's Rear was paſling, asI ſaw them . 
at times; but as far as I can recollect, at the Time of my la 
ſeeing them they were under Sail, and at the ſame time the 


Enemy was edging away. 


Q. Did the 
to engage? . 
A. From Circumſtances, I have reaſon to believe, that 


the Enemy's Van filled their Maintopſails after the Action 
en but I did not ſee, that they had their Maintopſails 
ful = 


ull till they bore away. 


The Priſoner ſaid, he had no more Quęſtions to qff this 


Witneſs. 


The Court was cleared, and in a little while opened again. 
The Priſoner brought in, and the Witneſs again called 


in. 
Q. You have been aſked with reſpe& to the Goodneſs of 


ſeveral Ships of the Fleet; were not ſome of thoſe Ships Part 
of your Diviſion, and was not their Goodneſs and Condition 
ſuch as enabled them to beat the Ships of the French which 
were oppoſed to them in the Day of Action? 


A. 1 ſhall explain to the Court, ſince I am call'd upon to 


do it, and therefore ſhall ſtand in need of no Apology in do- 
ing it, on what Circumſtances I apprehend the Action of the 
Van turned, The Buckingham, in which Ship I had the Ho- 


nour 


nemy continue lying to, after our Van began 


| ERS > EE 

nour to have my Flag, was, as I have before ſaid, well man- 
ned, and very well diſciplined ; the Ship of the Enemy ſhe 
was oppoſed to, was, I think, of inferior Force to her; and 
therefore the Impreſſion which the Buckingham by her quick 
Fire made upon her, obliged her, as I believe, to give way 


4x and put right before the Wind; the Conſequence of which 


was, as I apprehend, the going away, immediately after, of 
the fifth Ship of the Enemy, with whom the Captain had 
been engaged ; for had ſhe remained, ſhe muſt have had my 
Ship, as well as the Captain, upon her; to avoid which, I 
ſuppoſe it was, that ſhe went away. After the going away 
of theſe two Ships, the Buckingham went to aſſiſt the Lancaſ- 
ter, who at that Time was engaged with a Chef d Eſcadre, a 
Seventy-four gun Ship of the Enemy. I need not tell the 
Court, that the Buckingham and Lancaſter were both very fine 
Men of War, and no Wonder therefore that this Ship ſhould 
give way to the united Fire of thoſe two Ships; the imme- 
diate Conſequence of which, as it ſeemed to me, was, the 
going away likewiſe of the two French Men of War who 
had been engaged with the Portland and Defiance; for had 
they remained, they muſt have had the Fire of the four Ships, 
the Portland, Defiance, Lancaſter, and Buckingham (not to ſay 
any thing of the Captain, which lay then unengaged) upon 
them. | | 
Q. During the Action had you any Officers, or Petty Offi- 
cers, to look out and obſerve Signals; and did they acquaint 
you with any Signals or Obſervations they made, relative to 
the Behaviour of the Ships in the Rear: and if you had any 


Perſons ſo appointed, who were they, and what Report did 
they make ? 5 


A. There were (I underſtood) two Midſhipmen, one up- 
on the Poop, and another upon the Forecaſtle, the Name of 


| one was Clayton, the Name of the other does not juſt now 


occur to me (they are both abroad) that were placed there 
o make their Obſervations, and who gave me, after the 


Aion, the Signals they had obſerved. During the Action, 


the Midſhipman quartered upon the Poop came down to me, 
a5 1 remember, upon the going away of the two firſt Ships of 
tte Enemy. With Reſpect to the Ships in the Rear I do not 
tecollect any Obſervation made upon them, farther than the 
latrepide, upon whoſe Topmaſts going away, I was told of 
it, Theſe were the Obſervations made to me by the Mid- 
Zipman: My Captain alſo told me at times what Signals 
were made, which were diſcovered from the Ship; one of 
#7hnich I r2member now to have been a Signal for a cloſer En- 

| e | gagement, 


pe 


(32) 
gagement, but to what Ships it had reſpe I could not tell; 
but not ſeeing them myſelf, being in Action, I can give no 
Account of them, only that I directed, upon all theſe Occa- 
ſions, for them to be repeated and complied with. 


Priſoner aſked, 


Q. Do you remember the Condition the Dolphin came 
down in to Gibraltar from Port- Mahon, with reſpeC to her 
Men: | 


A. The Dolphin arrived at Gibraltar with a Lieutenant 
and thirty Men, as I remember to have heard. | 


Q.: Do you remember any thing of her being manned out 


of the Squadron to enable her to go up again ? 
A. Yes, I do. oy 1 
The Mitneſs withdrew. 


Lord Blakeney ſworn. 


Q. * Was the Fort of St. Philip's open to a Communicati- 
on by Sea on the 19th and 20th of May, when the Engliſb 


* 


Fleet was off Minorca? 


A. The Sally Port was made up, to prevent Deſertion, 
with looſe Stones, which could have been removed in a very 
little Time. | + | | 

The Witneſs produced a Paper, and being aſked when he 
had taken the Memorandums contained therein, and ſay- 
ing that he had not depended upon himſelf therein ſolely, 
but had taken the Aſſiſtance of others, his Lordſhip was 
told, that Memorandums fo taken could not be admitted 
as Evidence; upon which the Paper was put aſide. 

The Queſtion repeated. r lO | 

A. There were ſeveral other Landing Places where Troops 
might have been landed. | | 

Q. Does your Lordſhip think that a Boat or Boats could 
have paſſed from the Sally Port to the Sea, or from any other 
Part with Probability of Security? 

A. I am very certain they could; for Inſtance, I directed 
Captain Scrope to get the beſt Hands he had ready as ſoon as 
poſſible to carry a Letter to Admiral Byng, a Copy of which 


Letter I have by me, and I ſent Mr. Boyd the Storekeeper | 
with it; he is ſummoned (as I underſtand) to be here, and 


can give an Account what Progreſs he made. 


Q. Is it your Lordſhip's Opinion, that the General, Field 


and other Officers, and Recruits, to the Number of about 


* Preſident, 


| Safely from the Fire of the Enemy? 


any Boats that fhould atte 


„ l 
one hundred in all, which are ſaid to have been on board 
the Engliſh Fleet at the tinie it was off Minorca, would 


have been of any conſiderable Service in defending the Caſtle 


of St. Philip's, if they had been thrown into it? 
A. I am certain they would; for the Duty was hard 


upon the Officers, particularly the Subalterns, there being 


forty one Commiſſion Officers abſent, belonging to the Gar- 
riſon; as to the Recruits and others, I was forced to employ 
able Men, that could have handled their Arms very well, as 
Workmen and Gunners. 1 
Q. How much longer do you think the Fort of St. Phi- 


| lips might have held out, if Lord Robert Bertie's Battalion 


had been thrown into it, when the Fleet was off Mahon ? 
A. There are ſo many Incidents happening in War, that 
it is a Queſtion which cannot be anſwered t. 
TF = „ 
SO. How many Landing Places are there, where Troops 
could have been landed, and where are they ſituated? : 
A. There are between Charles Fort and the Speaking Trum- 
pet four; beſides, at the Royal Battery they could land them, 
and get in at the Embrazures. 5 
5 Where is the Place called the Speaking Trumpet ? 
7. It is the Place where there is a Gunner always to chal- 
lenge all Ships to know from whence they come. | 
© ©. Are not all theſe Places pretty well advanced within 
the Harbour's Mouth? NT rr 
A. The moſt advanced Poſt up the Harbour, next to the 
Town, is the Anſtrutber and the Argyle; they are next the 
Town, and both joined together ; between thoſe Places and 
Charles Fort are the Landing Places, all which are' within the 
Outworks of the Garriſon. oh One os 


N 


2. Do = apprehend, that Troops could have been landed, 
from the Landing Place moſt advanced towards the Town, 


A. I have ſerved ſixty-three Yeats, and I never knew yet 
any Enterprize undertaken without ſome Danger; and this 
might have been effected with as little Danger as ever I knew. 
Q Had the French any Batteries upon Philipet, oppoſite to 
the Caſtle, at the Time our Fleet was of there? 
A. Not at that ne. 
O, Had they any Battery at that Time, upon Cape 
Mola Side? © _ F | 
A. I can't poſitively ſay they had; but if they had, it was 
ſo high that they could not do much Execution againſt 
mpt to land there; and I did 
C>-- not 


pretty low, ſo that they could not ſee any 


4 
not hear that they fired at Mr. Boyd, when he went from 
thence. 

Q. Do you think that that Battery upon Cape Mala was 
placed fo high, that it did not overlook the Caſtle, and 
might not fire upon any Boats that might attempt to land Il 
there between Charles Fort and the advanced Poſt towards 
the Town ; 1 

A. Certainly the Diſtance is not ſo great but they may fire 
at thoſe Places; but the Gunners tell me, that firing their 
Metal when their Guns point down is very uncertain. 

Q. Did not the Caſtle receive conſiderable Damage from 
_ Fire of that Battery ereCted upon Cape _ 

It did. 

Q. Was the Diſtance between the Battery on Cape Male | 
and the Landing Places ſo great, that Grape Shot fired | 
from that Battery would not have reached thoſe Landing 
Places? 

A. If they had had Grape Shot they might. 

Q. Had they not a Bomb Battery on Cape Mola? 

A. They had one; but, to the beſt of my Knowledge, it 


was not krithed on the 19th of May. 


Q. Is there not a Place called Tar” Mount on the South 
Side of St. Stephen's Cove? 
A. There 1s; but at ſuch a Diſtance, that it cannot com- 
mand the Cove. | 

Q. What Diſtance do you apprehend that Mount to be 
from St. Stephen's Cove ? . 

A. I never meaſured it. 

Q Then how do you know it was at ſuch a Diſtance, that 
it could not command the Cove? 

A. Becauſe the Banks are pretty hi Be and the Water 

ats, or any * 

in the Cove from the Mount. 

Q Was this Mount ſituated behind the Banks? 

A. Yes, at a good Diſtance. 

Q. Were not the French Maſters of all that Southern 
Shore, from Turk's Mount down to the Sea? 

A. Yes, they were. 2 

Q. Then can Boats paſs with an Embarkation, without 
paſſing that Shore, and running through the Fire of the 


Enemy ? 
A. They can, if they chuſe a proper Time of Night for 


it. 
Q Is the Night a proper I to land Body of Men? 
A. I know, that I have landed in the Night with r 5 
0 


135 1 
Q. Do you think, conſidering the Situation of that Har- 
bour, and the Narrowneſs of its Mouth, that Men could 
be landed in the Night, without running very great Hazard 
of being deſtroyed, or without even being ſeen by the 


Enemy? 
A. I believe there are a here who have ſeen the 


Harbour, and know it is not ſo very narrow at the Landing 


Places ; and at this Time they were in great Want of Ammu- 


nition, and fired Stones, which fell ſhort. | 

Q. At what Time that Day did you ſend Mr. Boyd out to 
the Fleet ? 

A. It was in the Afternoon, about three or four o *Clock, as 
ſoon as Captain Scrope could get the Boat ready. 

Q. Did you not perceive the Fleet that Morning ? 

A. Yes; I think it was about Ten that we perceived the 
firſt Ships. 

Q. Was it not then light Airs of Wind and Calm ? 

A. Very little Wind, to the beſt of my Knowledge. 

Q. Was there not a greater Probability of Mr. Boyd's 
reaching me, if you had ſent him out when you firſt ſaw the 
Ships, than ke, ſending him out in the Afternoon ? 

A. Certainly I would have done it, if the Boat could have 
been got ready; and I beg Leave to do Captain Scrope the 
Juſtice to ſay, that no Man could act with more Expedition 


than he did. 


Court aſked (ſeeing a Paper i in Lord Blakeney” s Hand, ) 
Q. Is that the original Letter you gave Mr. Boyd tor Mr. 
Byng ? 
A. No, it is a Copy ; ; the Origuali is torn; but I can ſwear 
it is a true Copy; it contains nothing of the State of the 
Garriſon; I referred him to Mr. Boyd, for tear of the Let- 


ter being intercepted. 
The Court agreed not to read it. Then it being above balf 


925 frve o' Cloct, the Court adjourned *till nine o Clocł 
 To-morrow Morning. 


FRIDAY the ziſt of December, 1756. 
3 Court met according to Adjournment. 
A I he Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. 
Witneſs called. 
Mr. Robe rt Boyd, late Store-keeper of the Ordnance 
at Minorca, ſworn. 
Co VU Lending Places were there to throw 
= G& 2 DW in 
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360 „ 
in Succours into St. Ph;lip's Caſtle, on the 19th and 2oth of 
r 3 4 cod 
A. It was a continued Landing Place in Fair Weather, 
from St. Stephen's Cove quite round the Anſtrutber, except 
a ſmall Space between the Royal Battery and a Sally Port, 
which communicated with the Ditch of the North Eaſt Ra- 
velin, and had been walled up. . ih 
Q. Were any Parts of the ſaid Landing Places ſo ſituated, 
as to have received Succours in fine Weather, without being 
greatly annoyed by the Enemy's Batteries. i 
A. Moſt Part of the Space I have mentioned was in 
ſuch Situation as to be very little annoyed by the Enemy's 
Batteries. ; | „ 
Q Lord Blakeney informed the Court Yeſterday, that he } 
ſent you from Fort St. Philip's with a Letter for Admiral | 
Byng ; what were your Proceedings in Conſequence there- 
oi, and what was the Meſlage you was to deliver to Ad- 
miral Byng ? „ „%%% ͤ ́MÄy 
A. Upon the firſt Appearance of our Fleet, I applied to 
Colonel Jeffries, under whom I had the Honour to ſerve 
as an Aid du Camp; that I might be the Perſon employed 
to go off to the Fleet, if ſuch a Meaſure was thought neceſ- | 


ſary ; he promiſed me to propoſe it to the Council of War; Y 


and in the Afternoon I was ſent for there, and deſired to | 
get ready to go; but firſt I was deſired to write a few | 


Lines to Mr. Byng, the Subſtance of which was, to make | 


him a Compliment upon his Arrival before Minorca, and re- 
terring him to me for the Situation we at that Time were in; 
this Letter was ſigned by General Blakeney. I was ready | 
to go in a very | cn Time, but before the Boat could be 
got ready, twas within an Hour of Sunſet, I think, or there- 
abouts : the Boat was lying in St. Stephen's Cove, in a Slip 
that was cut out there for a Pontoon, by which we re- 
lieved the Guards of the Marlborough every Day. I had | 
ten of Captain Scrope's People with me in this Boat, which | 
had ſix Oars; we rowed out from Stephen's Cove, and on o- 
pening the Land to the Right of us, under a Hill commonly | 


called Turks Mount, I obſerved a ſmall Faſcine Work, and | 


ſoon after a large Body of the French Troops, who, upon ſee, | 
ing the Boat, ran to their Arms, and began a ſtraggling Fire, | 
which we very ſoon got out of the reach of : as ſoon as | 
they had ceaſed firing with their ſmall Arms, they began | 
firing from a ſmall Battery, I think of three Guns, (they fi- | 
red three or four Cannon Shot, I think)---the Fleet was at that 


Time ſtanding off, and we followed *till it was quite dark; after 
= having 


1 
having rowed about two Hours, and not being able to ſee an 
of their Lights, and there being two ſmall Tartans that ſtood 
out from Cape Mola, with an Intention, as it appeared to me, 
of intercepting my Boat, I ordered my People to lie upon their 
Oars, in which Situation we lay for ſome Time after it was 
dark, and then rowed gently into the Harbour of St. Philip's, 
where I made the Signal concerted with Mr. Blakeney, by 
lighting two Port Fires; and I landed with my People in a 
Baſon at the Sally Port I have before mentioned, at the Point 
of the North Eaſt Ravelin.---I ſhould have told the Court 
that, beſides the Letter I carried, I had ſettled the Signals I 
was to make when I got on board the Fleet, which at that 
Time I had not the leaſt doubt of being able to do, they hav- 
ing been becalmed ſometime before my going off, as appeared 
> BY to me; and if the Boat could have been got ready as ſoon as 
| BY I was ſo, I certainly ſhould have got on board, unleſs the Boat 
hhad been ſunk in my going out. e 
Q. * What was the State of the Garriſon in regard to 
Troops; were Succours wanted, and could they be throw in? 
A. The Number of our Garriſon was much too ſmall for 
the Number of Works they had to defend, for which Reaſon 
an obſtinate Defence of the outer Covert Way was a Point 
given up, before the Time of ſeeing the Engliſh Fleet, or 
thereabouts, by the Reſolution of a Council of War.-—- 
= Doubtleſs, Succours were wanted, and as certainly they 
. might have been thrown in; there can be no doubt about it. 
1 Q. How many Boats do you think might have landed at 
= that Time, in fair Weather? Os EX. | 
A. A great Number, almoſt any Number may land there, 
when the Weather is perfectly fair; for ic muſt be very fair 
for the Boats to run their Noſes againſt the Rocks. 
Q. There are ſaid to have been on board the Fleet, General, 
Field and other Officers, with Recruits to the Amount of a- 
bout one hundred in all; would the ſame have been of any 
conſiderable Service, had they been landed? „ 
A. As we were much in Want of Officers, and the Duty 
was extremely hard upon thoſe in Garriſon, the landing of 
the Number mentioned in the Queſtion muſt certainly have 
been of Service to us. | 8 
- Q. You ſay you was fired at from a ſmall Battery as you 
was going out in the Boat; could not Boats land, without 
coming within Cannon Shot of that Battery ? 

A. I believe it was in a Direction to have annoyed---T can't 
lay annoyed, for the Annoyance I found from it was ſo 
Be — C3 inſignificant, 

Moor. 
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: [on 
inſignificant, that I can't call it by that Name--but it was in 
a Direction to have fired Shot at any Boats that were approach- 
ing the Harbour's Mouth from the Sea: but when Boats had 
got nearer in towards St. Stephen's Cove, they would have 


been covered from that Battery. 


Q. Had the Enemy raiſed any other Works, or increaſed 


thoſe they had, to obſtruct the landing of Boats from the xgth 


to they 24th of May ? 


A. None within Sight of our Garriſon, towards the Sea, ; 


that I know of. 
Q. What was the 8 01 Diſtance the Fleet was from Fort 


St. Philip's, and how long do you think a Boat would have been 
in paſſing from them to the Garriſon, at that time ? 

A. To the beſt of the Judgment I formed, at the time, of 
their neareſt Diſtance, and have perſevered in ever ſince, I 
imagined it to be between four and five Miles; how long a 
Boat would be rowing that Diſtance, the Court will be much 
better Judges of, than Jam the Weather was as fine as fine 
.could be. 


Q. What Batteries had the Enemy erected, beſides that of 


Turks Mount, to annoy any Boats from the Englijo Fleet 


_ throwing in Succours to Fort St. Philip? 


A. None that I know of. 
Priſoner aſked, 

Q. What Time in the Morning of the 19th, did the Fleet 
firſt appear? 
A. About Noon, as well I recollect; it was about Noon, 
at leaſt, that I faw them, or Part of them. 


Q. What time did you make the Propoſal to Colonel Fe f- 1 


fries to 8⁰ oF ? 

A. As Hon as I believed them to be the Engliſh Fleet---l 
mention as ſoon 4 I believed them to be the Engliſh Fleet, 
becauſe it was a matter of Doubt with many. 

Q. What tim of the Day was that ? 

A. As I did not make any particular Obſervation of Hours, 
T cannot be very certain as to the Hour. 

Q. Do you think it was an Hour, or two Hours, after you 
ſaw the Fleet ? 

A. I have already ſaid, that as ſoon as 1 thought they were 


the Engliſh Fleet, 1 made the Propoſal the firſt Opportunity 


J had of ſceing Colonel Feffries. 
Q. Was it one or two Hours, or five Hours, do you 
think 3 


Hours 


A. I really did not think it worth my while to think of | 
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Hours at all then, and therefore cannot aſcertain the Hour or 
_ diſtance of time. | | | | 


Q. Was it before the Council of War ſat ? 

A. I believe it was. 5 | 

Q. What time did the Council of War ſit? | 
A. Tis impoſſible for me to tell that, as I was employed 
upon various other Duties; but they were fitting when [ 


went to them in the Afternoon, as I have before-mentioned ; 


and I was told when I went, that ſeveral orderly Serjeants had 
been ſent in ſearch of me. | | 
Q. Do you remember what time you received the Reſolu- 


tionof the Council of War ? 


A It was in the Afternoon, very ſoon after I attended 
them. „ : 
Q. What time was it, that the Letter from General 


. Blakeney was delivered to you to carry off? 


A. At the ſame Period ; I wrote it myſelf. 5 
Q. What time that Day was the Boat ordered to be got 


5 ready ? 5 | 
A. I know nothing of the Orders given about getting the 


Boat ready. . 

Q. Was the Boat ready for you at the time you received 
the Letter? 4 5 
A. It was not; nor for ſome time afterwards. 

Q. Do you remember how long time afterwards it was? 

A. I can't exactly remember the Number of Hours; but 


IJ remember it was ſo long, that it appeared extremely tedious 
to me. | | | 


Q. If you had come off when the Fleet firſt appeared in 
the Morning, was there not a great Probability of your be- 
ing able to get on board the Admiral with your Letter from 


General B{akeney, as it was then Calm and little Winds? 


A. There were, at the time the Fleet firſt appeared, ſeve- 


ral of the French Veſſels ſtanding towards them, whoſe Boats 
might have intercepted, at that Period, any Boat that might 


have been ſent from the Garriſon ; but after they hauled in 
for the Land, which we perceived they did, a Boat might 


more eaſily have reached the Fleet; and I beg leave 
to repeat what I ſaid before, that had the Boat been 


ready when I received the Orders, I flatter, myſelf 1 


| ſhould have been then able to have reached the Fleet. 


The Queſtion repeated. 
A. No Doubt, the earlier the Boat had been ſent, the 


greater Chance there would have been of her reaching the 


C4 Fleet, 


e . = , 
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[49] 
Fleet, if the had not been intercepted by the French Veſſels 
J have mentioned. | 

Q. As you have ſaid, that it was a little before Sunſet when 

u put off in the Boat, did you at that time perceive the 
Fleet leet under Sail, ſtanding off to the Southward Nl. 

A. I did. | 

Q. Was there not a fine Breeze at that time, ſprung up 
juſt bfore you put off ? : 

A. There was a fine Breeze of Wind ſprung up; I found 
it as | weat out. 

Q. Then do you think there was any Probability of your 
coming up with the Admiral, as you then ſaw Am under 
Sail, ſtanding off to the Southward ? | 

A. I rowed out as long as I thought there was any Proba- 


bility of coming up with him, and returned as ſoon as [ Judg- 
ed it to be impracticable. as 


What Diſtance do you think you jon out from the 


Harbour* s Mouth towards the Fleet ? 
A. I really cannot aſcertain any Diſtance ; but we kept 


Yowing out pretty briſkly for an Hour and a half, or more. 


Q. Do you apprehend, at the Diſtance the Admiral was 
then from you, that there was a Probability of his ſeeing your 
Boat coming towards him, Oy as it was ſo late in the 
Evening ? 

A. I dor't think there was any Probability of his ſeeing i it, 
at the Diſtance he was. 

Q. When you paſſed out of St. or ad s Cove, did you not 
paſs thro? a briſk Fire of the Enemy ? 

A. T have already ſaid, that there was a good deal of ſtrag- 
gling Fire made from Small Arms at the Boat, and that there 


were three or four (I don't recollect which) Cannon Shot fired 


at her. 
Q. Did your Boat receive any Damage from that fire ? 
A. I don't know that one Shot ſtruck her. 
| Witneſs withdrew. 
Court cleared; in alittle time it was _ opened, 


Captain Everit, Jate of the Buckingham, ſworn. 


The IWilneſs def id is hear the Charge read, and it was 
read accondingiy. 

Q. * Did it appear to you, that any unveceſſary delay was 
made by the Ships under Admiral Byng's Command, in their 
Paſſage from St. Helen's to the Bay ot Gibraltar? | 

A. None, 


* eeſſdent. 
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4. Mm as I know of. : 
er being —_— by the Prijoner 8 to be in the Wit. 


neſs's Hands, be was aſked, what that Paper contained ? 

he ſaid, they were |= = Da in order to refreſh his 

Memory, and were taken from his own Journal, which 
| awwas taken from the Log-Book of the Ship. 

An Objection ariſing with regard to admitting the M. inbſe 
to make uſe of thoſe Minutes, the Caurt was cleared, 
and Swing conſidered the Matter, it was unanimouſly 

agreed, 

That as a W itneſs is upon Oath fo [peak the Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth, and is to de- 
liver his Evidence Viva voce, and as from the Diftance 
of time he is liable to ſeveral Particulars Slipping his 
Memory, of which he was well aſſured in himſelf 
when they happened, the Court ſee no reaſonable Objec- 
tion to his refreſhing his Memory with Minutes he may 
think proper to make uſe of, for that Purpaſe only. 

Then the Curt was Sale opened, and the Reſolution 
read. 


Q. * When the Fleet arrived at Gibraltar, was all poſſible 


1 il Diſpatch made uſe of, to get the Ships rea 5 to proceed to 
e, 


Minorca; or was any unneceſſary Delay ma 
ſtay at Gibraltar? 

A. I think that all poſſible diſpatch was s made, and that 
there was no Delay. 

Q. In what Condition was the Buckingham, at the time of 
her Arrival at Gibraltar, in nen to her Men, Proviſions, 
and Water? | 

A. Her Men in general were very healthy; ; as to the Pro- 
viſions, I muſt refer to the weekly Account; as to Water, I be- 
lieve there was about ninety or a hundred Tons on board. 

Q. Was there any urmeceſſary Delay in the Paſſage of the 


during your 


Fleet from Gibraltar, 'till you diſcovered the Ifland of 


Minorca ? 
A. Not as I know of. 
Q. When did you get Sia of Minorca ? 
1 At ſix o' Clock in the 1 — of the ninetcenth of 
ay, 
Q. How near was you then to it, and how did it bear ? 
ö A. age Tauro bore then North Faſt about eight 
eagu 
Q. At what time was you neareſt to St. Philip's Caltle, 
and what Diſtance was you then from it ? 
A. About 
* Preſident. | 
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A. About eleven Clock i in the Forenoon, aa about two 


Leagues diſtant. 


Q What Time did you firſt ſee the French Fleet that 1 


'> The Signal was made for ſeein g them about ten 0 Clock = 
that Morning, the nineteenth. Mp 
Q. What was their Bearing and Diſtance from you? 1 
A. They were in the South Eaſt Quarter; I can't ſay what 
their Diſtance might be, they were a great Way: off. = 
Q. How were they ſtanding ? ? ; 
A. I don't remember, they were ſo far off. ® 
Q. Did you ſee them diſtinctly any Time "hat Day? And © 
if you did, how were they ſtanding, and what were their 
Bearings and Diſtance ? : 


A. About two o'Clock in che Afternoon they * to 3 
me to be ſtanding to the Weſtward ; they bore from us at 
that Time Eaſt South Eaſt ; I don't know what Diſtance. 1 


Q. How was our Fleet chen ſtanding? 

A. To the South Eaſt. | 

Q. How was the Wind and Weather then! 'Y 5 3 
A. The Wind was at South South Weſt, moderate fine 
Weather. 3 

Q. What Signals did the Admiral make, or what Orders 
did he give in any other Manner, that you know of, and 


how did the Squadron proceed, from the Time you ſaw the 9 
French Fleet about two o' Clock, till you loſt Sight of them Hl 


at Night? 


A. About one, a Signal was made for all Flag Officers; 1 
about two, a Signal was made for a Line of Battle ahead, 
two Cables Length aſunder; and about ſix, the Line being 
formed, a Signal was made to fill and ſtand on; and ſoon aftf- 
ter, a Signal was made to tack; about ſeven, the Signal for 


the Line was hauled down; and about this Time the French i 
Fleet tacked and ſtood to the Southward. gp 
Q What were the Bearings and Diſtance of the French 
Fleet, the laſt Time you ſaw them that Day? 
A. The Bearings altered very little from what they bore 
before; I don't recolle& their Diſtance. | 
Did you near them conſiderably, from the Time you 
firſt ſaw them diſtinctly, till the Time you were near loſing 


Sight of them at Night? 


A. We neared them but very little, as there 1 was very | 


| little Wind all the Afternoon, and ſometimes calm. 


2 How did our Squadron ſtand, — the Night? 5 ; 
A. We 


[43] 
1 A. We ſtood to the Weſtward till half paſt Eleven, and 
tuen tackt to the South Eaſt. 
at Q. What Time did you firſt plainly ſee the French Fleet, 
on the Morning of the Twentieth? 
A. At eight o'Clock. 
1 Q. What Signals were made, or Orders given, that you 
know of, by the Admiral, from that Time till the Van began 
the Attack ? 
A. As ſoon as the French Fleet was ſeen, the Signal was 
made for all Cruizers; and at Nine, tackt by Signal to the 
South Eaſt ; at 'Ten, a Signal was made for a Line of Battle 
a head, two Cables Length aſunder ; and ſometime after, 
the Signal for a Line a head only; ſometime after Eleven, 
the Fleet being formed in a Line, a Signal was made to fill 
and ſtand on; a little after one, a Signal was made for the 
whole Fleet to tack together ; and ſoon after we were about, 
a Signal was made for the Ships that led to lead a Point large; 
and ſhortly after, to keep away another Point, ſometime af- 
ter Two, a Signal was made for engaging ; which was the laſt 
Signal I know of, before the Van began the Attack. 
Q. What was the Poſition of the French Fleet, when the 
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Van began the Attack ? 
s if A. They were lying to, upon the Larboard Tack, with 
d their Maintopſails to the Maſt. | 
e | Q. What Diſtance might our Van be from the French 
n | Van, and our Rear from their Rear, at the time our Van 


EZ firſt began to engage? 
; A. Our Van might be about four hundred yards diſtant 
„ from theirs, when we began to engage; I am not a competent 
Judge what Diſtance our Rear was from their Rear, but * 
were at a much greater Diſtance than we were. 
r Q. How was the Wind and Weather, from the time of 
5 ſeeing the French Fleet in the Morning, ?till the Action with 
them ended, as near as you can remember ? 
A. The Wind was from the South South Weſt to the 
South Weſt, and the Weather very moderate. 
Q. What Sails could the Ships have carried during that 
time ? 
A. I think they could have carried all their Sails. 
Q. What Sail did the Buckingham, and the Van go down 
to the Enemy with? 
A. The Buckingham had her Topſails and Foreſail, and I 
think the reſt of the Van their Topfails only. 
Q. At what rate did you go with that ſail? 
A don't remember. 


Q. Did 
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Q. Did your Sails ſleep going down? 

A. It was a fine moderate Gale. 

2. Did you obſerve what Sails the Ships of the Rear Di- 
viſion had abroad at the ſame Time? 

A. I did not obſerve it. | 

©. Did you ſee the Rear at any Time engaged? 

A. I did not. 

. Could not the Rear of the Fleet have come into AQton 
when the Van did, or ſoon after? | 

A. I ſaw nothing to prevent it. 

Q, Do you remember any Signals from the Admiral, ws 
ring the Time of Wen! * 

A. Several. 

' ©. What were they ? 

FT The firſt Signal that I ſaw made was for a cloſer En- 
gagement. 

©. At what Time ? 

A. Some Time after T b Time after that, a Sig- 
nal was made for the Van of the Fleet to fill and ſtand on. 

O. Was the Signal for a cloſer * a ere Sig- 
nal, or for a particular Ship ? 

A. underſtood it to be a general one, as I ſaw no particu- 
lar Ship's Signal out with it---there was likewiſe a Signal out, 
for the Rear of the Fleet to brace to. 

At what Time might that be? 

T. Between Three and Four---ſome Time after that, the 

Signal was made for the Van of the Fleet to fill and ſtand on; 


* 


n 
. 


and ſome Time after that, a Signal was made for the Rear of 


the Fleet to make more Sail and cloſe the Line; theſe are all « 


the Signals I remember, during that Time. 
Do you know what Sail the Ships in the Rear MY 


upon "the Signals being made for them to make Sail and cloſe. 


the Line? 
A. The Signals that T have given an Account of were moſt 


of them, if not all, in the Time of Action; and though I 
diſcovered the different Signals, I could not diſcover what 
Sails the Ships had ſet. EY | 
The laſt Queſtion e. 
A. I did not obſerve. 


©.t You have ſaid you ſaw the Signal for a cloſer Engage- 


ment made by the Admiral; did you then ſee the Admiral's 
Ship engaged with the Enemy! ? 
A. 1 did not take any par ticular Noties whether ſhe was 


engaged or not. 


Q., Did you ſee any other of the Ships in the Rear Divi- 
ſion then engaged? f Greary. 7 Bajo. A. | 
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A. I did not obſerve that they were engaged; 1 was very 


obſervant of the Signals, and don't know whether there was 
any firing at that Time from any of the Rear Ships or not. 
DO. * Youſaw the Signal plainly out? 


A. Les... 

9, Can you tell = BL the Admiral and his bu were 
down as near to the Rear of the Enemy, as our Van was to 
their Van at that Time? 

A, I can't tell whether they were or not. 

Q. Was the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion to Windward 


of you then, or not; or in what Poſition were they, in Re- 


ſpect to you? 

A. I can give no particular Account of the Poſition the 
Rear was in, during the Time the Van was engaged. 

When the Van bore down to engage, upon the Signal 
being made for Battle, did the Rear Diviſion bear down in 
the ſame Manner as the Van did? | 

A. It appeared to me, they did not. 
£ Q. How long did the French Fleet lie to, after as Action 

egan? 

4 I think that the Van of the French Fleet filled in about 
half an Hour, or leſs, after the Action began; but when the 
Rear of the French Fleet filled, I don't know. 

Q. What Sail did the French Van make, when they filled? 

A. Their Topſails only. | 

QD. + How long was our Van, particularly the Buckingham, 
engaged, before the firſt of the French Van bore away ? 

A. About an Hour, before the Ship the Buckingham en- 
gaged with bore away. 

How long was it before the reſt of the Van of the 
French bore away? 

A. About three quarters of an Hour afterwards, or about 
four o' Clock, the whole French Van was gone. 

When you ſaw the Signal for a cloſer Engagement, 


did you ſee the Admiral, or any of the * Diviſion, bear 


aw pl to cloſe the Enemy ? 
I don't know whether they did or not. 
As ſoon as your Attention was taken off from the Van 


of the French Fleet, by their going away, did 1 then ob- 


ſer ve the Rear of the French? 
A. Ves. 
. How far were they then from the Buckingham, whe- 
ther upon the Lee or Weather Quarter, and what Sail did 


they appear to be under? 


A. They might be about a Mile, I believe, or a little 
* Moor. + Helbourn, Keppel. more, 
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more, upon the N Quarter; and they appeared to have | 
their Topſails and Foreſails ſet. 

Q. At this exact Time, did you ſee the l iſh Rear? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Were they upon 1 Weather or Lee Quarter? 

A. Rather upon the Weather Quarter. 

Q. How far bs you think they might then be from you: ? 

A. Two Miles, or more, from the Buckingham. 

Q. Could you then diſcern what Sail they had ſet? 


A. It appeared to me, that they were lying to with their | 2 
Maintopfails to the Maſt; ſeveral of them, if not all. * 


Q. Did any of the Enemy” s Rear appear to be diſabled ? 

A. One Ship in the Rear appeared to have her Maintop- 
ſail-yard gone. 

Q Did any of the Engliſb Rear appear to be diſabled? 

A. Not that I ſaw. 

Q. * Did the Buckingham, or any of the Ships in our You, 
receive any Fire from the Enemy's Rear? 

A. 'The Captain, Defiance and Buckingham received Fire 
from the whole Rear, as they paſſed them. 

Q. According to the Poſition you ſaw the Engliſh Rear 
in, and the Rear of the Enemy, after you was diſengaged 
from the Van; could not the Engliſh Rear, by being to 
Windward, have made Sail, and prevented your receiving 
that Fire from the Enemy's Rear ? 

A. I believe they were in a Condition to make Sail; and 
if they had made all they could, I think they might have pre- 
vented our receiving ſome of the Fire which we did; but as 
our Rear was then' a conſiderable Way aſtern of theirs, I 
think they might not have been able to have prevented our 
receiving the Whole. 

Q. Did you ſee the Admiral and our Rear. make Sail, and 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to intercept the Rear of the 
French, and prevent their coming to you, and giving their 


Fire? 


A. Iſaw them make ſome Sail, but I don't know that they 
did their utmoſt, 

Q. What Sail did they make? 

A. I faw ſome of them with their Foreſails and Topſails 


Q. At this Time could they have ſet their Topgallant- 


ſails? 
A. I believe they could. 
Q. What was the Condition of your Ship i in the Morning 
of the Day of Aion, as to Men? 
A. There 
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A There were only two Men in the Ship that could not 
come to their Quarters. 3 
= Q. How many cere killed and wounded in the Action? 
A. Three killed; ſeven wounded. 5 
Q. What Damage did the Ship receive in her Hull, Maſts, 
== Yards, Rigging, or any other Particulars ? | 
3 Refers to the Account in Court. ; 
Q By what Time were the Damages which you did re- 
ceive repaired? = R | 
A. The Damages in general were ſo repaired, that we 
vere ready for Action again the next Day. 
= Q. When the Action was over, how did the Enemy's 
XX Fleet ſteer ? . ER 
I A. They appeared to us to be ſteering abcut Nerth North 
Weſt. | | vn? 
Q. Under what Sail ? 
A. Idon't well remember. 
Q. How did our Fleet proceed, the Night after the Ac- 
tion? SR 5 1 | 
A. About Seven that Evening, a Signal was made to tack, 
and thoſe Ships to lead on the Starboard Tack that had led on 
the Larboard Tack; about Eight, we brought to, and hauled 
down the Signals for the Line and engaging, it being dark 
and the People were employed during that Night in repairing 
the Damages, the Fleet lying to. 
Q. Did you ſee Minorca the next Day? 7 
3 A. We had the Bearings of Mount Tauro, at Noon the 
next Day bearing North Weſt and by Weſt, about eight or 
nine Leagues; but I don't remember whether we ſaw it or 
not. | 
Q. From that Time, till the Time of holding the Coun- 
cil of War which determined the Fleet's going to Gibral- 
far, do you know if any Attempt was made to relieve St. 
= Philip's ? + no I 
= A. I know of none. . 
Q. Did you ſee the French Fleet, during that Time? 
A. It appears by the Ship's Log, that on Saturday Evening 
the 22d, they ſaw ten or twelve Sail from the Maſt-head; 
but I did not ſee them myſ elf. 
Q. How did they bear then, by the Log, and how was 
the Wind? „ 23 
A. They were to the Northward of us, by the Log; and 
there were light Airs of Wind Weſterly. 
Q. Did you make any Signal then to the Admiral of ſeeing 


3 a Fleet? 
1 A. We 
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A. We made none; the Reaſon of which was, that our 
Boat had been on board the Ramillies, by the Crew of which | 
we were informed, they had been ſeen ſome Time before | 
from the Defiance. 1 

Q. When you brought to at eight o'Clock, the Vreting | 
of the Day of Action, how did Cape Mola bear, and at 
what Diſtance? Y 

A. It appears, that juſt before we brought tO, it bore eNorth a 
North Weſt, ſix or ſeven Leagues. | oY 3 

Q. * What was the Condition of the Buckingham, 3 to 
Men, on the Day the Council of War was held? _ 9 

A. I don't remember. 

The Priſoner being told he was at Liberty to aſk any Que. 5 
tions of the Witneſs, ſaid, be had none to aſt for the i 
preſent ; but apprehended he might have ſome to aſk du- 
ring the Cre of the Evidence; and defired Lord 
Blakeney might be here To-morrow Morning, having 

two or three Queſtions to aſk of him. 

The Witneſs ſaid, he ſhould be glad to anfwer now any 
Queſtions Mr. Byng might have to aſk, for that he was 
ordered to repair 0n board the Magnanime, which was 
under Orders to go to Sea; but Mr. Byng replied, he 
had nothing now to aſk, but defired Capt. Everit might 
continue in the Way, during the Courſe of the Evidence, 
as he might have fome Queſtions to aſk of him in future; 
and the Court agreed he ſhould continue in the Way ac 
cordingly. | 

Then it being half paſt Three, the Court adjourned till 


To-morrow Morning, nine d'Clock. 

SATURDAY the iſt of January, 175). 

HE Court met according to Adjournment. - Priſoner | 

brought in, and Audience admitted. 3 

Lord Blakeney called in again, and worn. 

Priſoner aſted, | 

Q. If the whole Detachment, which was ela from 

Gibraltar, had been all landed at Minorca, could you have fa- 
ved the Iſland ? 1 

A l 

Preſident. e 


5 — a} -- 

A. *Tis impoſſible for any body to tell thaet. 
Q. Did your Lordſhip never declare, that even if that De- 
tachment ordered from Gibraltar had been landed, you could 


7 — 


not have ſaved the Iſland ? 


| A. I have declared, that without Force enough to drive 


me Enemy out of the Iſland there was no ſaving it. 


. The Queſtion repeated. „ 
A. By the Oath I have taken, J believe I could have held 
out till Sir Edward Hawke came, if that Detachment had 
been landed. 1 | | | 
- The Such ana repearen, 
A. I did declare it—T beg Leave to obſerve to the Court, 
that it is the Duty of a Governor to abide in one conſtant fixt 
Place, for otherwiſe if he was to go out of Curioſity to view 
any of the Out-works, it might be a long Time before he 
might be found, ſhould he be wanted; therefore he muſt de- 
pend upon Reports of others, and I have not been allowed to 
make uſe of Minutes. „„ 

The. Priſoner being aſked, if be had any Objeftion to the 
Witneſs's being diſmiſſed from attending the Court, and 
declaring he bad not, Lord Blakeney was told, the Court 
would not give bim the Trouble of any farther Attend= 

ace at this Trial, 
— The Witneſs withdrew. 


Mr. Boyd called in again, and feorn. 


Q. Would not a twenty Gun Ship have ſilenced the three 
Gun Battery which fired at you when you went out in the 
Boat, and drove the Enemy there from their ſmall Arms, 
and have covered any Boats that might have been employed 
in landing Troops, ſo as to have prevented any conſiderable 
Damage being done to them while landing? 
- Fa if there was Water enough for a twenty 
Gun Ship to go near enough in, that the ſuperior Fire of her 
Guns might have drove the People from that Battery, and 
conſequently have covered the landing of any Troops that 
might have been intended for the Relief of the Garriſon. 
OI Priſoner aſked, OE . 
Q. Do you know, whether there was not Water enough 
or a twenty Gun Ship? 1 | 
A. I can't ſay, poſitively, whether there was or not, as I 
never was at the ſounding of the Place; but I have heard it 
generally obſerved, that there was deep Water there. 
Al think you ſaid rn, you knew of no other Bat- | 
e | | terles 


„ 

teries raiſed to annoy Boats, but that which fired upon you, 
when coming out; might there not be other Batteries ere&- 
ed by the French which you might not have known, and which 
might have annoyed the Boat? 3 | 

A. To the firſt Part of the Queſtion I can only ſay what I 
ſaid Yeſterday, that I know of none but that which fired at 
the Boat when I went out; and that the French, to prevent 
effeQually any Relief being thrown into the Garriſon, muſt 
have made their Batteries in ſuch Places as could be ſeen from 
the Top of the Caſtle : That at Turks Mount they had made 
unknown to us, and the firſt Guns we ever knew of their fi- 
ring from it was upon that Occaſion. | 1 

Q. Might there not be other Batteries erected unknown to 
you, to annoy Boats in their way to the Landing Places ? 


A. I really think not; and as a Confirmation of my Thought, 


I take it for granted, that they would not have failed to have 
fired at the Boat in which T went out, had there been an 
other Batteries that could have annoyed it. 21 

Q. Was there not a Battery upon Cape Mola? 

A. There were two upon Cape Mola; one of Cannon, an- 
other of Mortars. | 2 

. Court aſked, „ 

Q. *At what Time were thoſe Batteries upon Cape Mola 

opened? | | 


A. I think both, as well as I can recollect, upon the eighth | 


of May; but if the Court will give me leave to refer to my 
Minutes or Journal I kept upon the Occaſion, I can be more 
explicit. „ | | Toe. 
Q. Do you apprehend that thoſe two Batteries would have 
been any conſiderable Annoyance to Boats coming to the 
Landing Places? 5 | 
A, I think not. 
Q. Why? | | 
A. From the Situation of the Gun Battery (I think it was a 
five Gun Battery) which was placed too high to do any con- 
ſiderable Miſchief to Boats coming in; and from which, by 
the Make of their Embrazures, I believe they could not have 
traverſed a Gun ſo as to point at the Harbour's Mouth. The 
Chance of being hit by a Shell, every body knows to be a 
very uncertain Thing indeed. | . 
Priſoner aſked, | 
Q. As they could not have traverſed the Guns from 
that Gun Battery, ſo as to bring them to bear upon the 
Harbour's Mouth, might they not have traverſed _ to 
| car 
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11 
bear ſo as to annoy Boats coming to the Landing Places with- 
in the Harbour's Mouth ? | | | 
A. I think they could not traverſe them ſo as to bring 
them to bear upon many Parts of the Landing Place at or 
within the Harbour's Mouth; and on thoſe which were with- 
in the Direction of that Battery, as I have ſaid before, I think 
they were placed too high to do any kind of Miſchief worth ö 
thinking of. WE: i 
Q. Did not that Battery do conſiderable Damage to the 
Caſtle of St. Ph:lip's ? N f 
A. No really, it was at too great a Diſtance to do any con- 
ſiderable Damage. „ . | 
Q. Were not the Landing Places much nearer to it than 
the Caſtle was; and from the Height could it not more ea- 
ſily fire upon Boats, or overlook the Landing Place? 
A. The Landing Places were nearer than the Caſtle, but 
lay ſo much lower, that I muſt ſtill think, it would have 
been no eaſy Matter to have pointed their Guns fo as to an- 
== noy Boats at ſuch Parts of the Landing Place as were in the 
Direction of the Battery? = | „ 
Q. I think you have ſaid there was a Bomb Battery erect- 
ce d upon Cape Mola; Do you know how many Mortars were 
upon that Battery? : 5 355 | 
5 A. I think they opened with three Mortars. 
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The Witneſs ſaying he could be more explicit if allowed 16 
loo at his Minutes, he was told he was at Liberty to do 
5 ets was | 


— 


Looked at bis Minutes accordingly. 


/ : 


tion either the Number of Guns or Mortars. 

Q. Don't you apprehend, if Shells had been thrown from 
the Mortars at that Bomb Battery, among a Number of Boats 
that might have been employed in landing a large Body of 
Men, they would in all Probability have done conſiderable 
Damage? 

A. I have already ſaid, that the Chance of hitting ſmall 
Objects with Shells is extremely uncertain—if they had fal- 
1 — among Boats, or People, they certainly would have hurt 
them. | | 
Qi. Do you look upon a Number of Boats which muſt have 
landed ſuch a large Detachment to be a ſmall Object? 
A. That muſt depend upon the Manner of ſending them 


A. I fill think there were three; my Minutes don't men- 


in. | | 
Da Cours 


Lieutenant John Bover, late Firſt Lieutenant of 1 T 


open a Communication with St. Philip's Caſtle, or to Land 
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Court aſked, \ : 


At that Five Gun Battery upon Cape Mola, was there 
Ground clear to make a Front to the Mouth of the Harbour, 
and ſo have fired at Boats en Barbette ? T that is, without 
Embrazures.) 

A. The five Gun Battery they had upon Cape Mola was 
not en Barbette, and therefore the Guns could not be made 
uſe of to fire in that manner there——Cape Mola is a large 
Tract of Ground, and the Enemy might have placed Guns ; 
in any Direction they had thought proper upon it, 2 

Priſoner aſked, : 

Q. From the Height where that five Gun Battery was 
made upon Cape Mola, could they have ſeen ſuch Part of 
the Landing Place as was in the Direction of that Battery? 

A. I believe they could; People looking em that Height 
might ſee it. 1 

The Priſoner ing aſked if he ſhould want the Witneſs 

any more, and anſwering in the Negative, the Witneſs 3 
 avas told bis Attendance upon the Court was no n re- 
quired, T hen he withdrew, "0 

The Court cleared, and in a little Time was again opened, 


Buckingham, ſworn, 1 : 


”, 2 
2 J 
FX 


2 + Did any unneceſſary Delay appear to you to be made : 
in the Paſſage of the Squadron under the Command of Ad- 
miral Byng from St. Helens to Gibraltar? : 
A, Not i in the leaſt, that I can remember. 


i 


A. As we worked there Nicht and ""H eſpecially in v. 


tering, I think there was none. 3 

| Q Did you obſerve any unneceſſary Delay in the Paſig 
of the Squadron from Gibraltar to Minorca ? 
A. I did not. | 5 
Q. Do you know of any Attempt made, from the Tin 1 
of your getting ſight of Minorca on the nineteenth of May 
till you ſaw the French Fleet on the twentieth, in order nl | 


the Officers and Recruits belonging to that Garriſon, * 
were on board the Fleet ? a ng 
A. 1 


2 Holmes, I Preſident, 


L331 

A. The Day we made Minorca, I remember three of the 
Frigates were ſent ahead ſteering towards St. Philip*s, but. 
with what Orders or Intent I don't know. 

Qi. Give an Account of the Proceedings of the Engliſh 
Squadron, from the Time the Signal was made in the Mor- 
ning of the twentieth for the Line of Battle, till the Signal 
was made for engaging, _ ares 

A. At about half an Hour after eleven o'Clock, we were 
drawn up in a Line ahead (I ſpeak to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance) at which Time a Signal was made to fill and ſtand 
on, which we continued to do till about half an Hour after 
one, at which Time a Signal was made for the whole Fleet 
to tack together; very little after we had tack'd, a Signal 
was made to bear up one Point 

Q. Tell what Tacks you had then on board. 

A. The Larboard Tacks—and a little after that, a Signal 
to bear up another Point; when we had gone for about half 
an Hour on this laſt Courſe, a Signal was made to engage 
this was about two o' Clock, or a very little after. 
Q When the Signal was made for Battle, did every Ship 
in the Engliſh Fleet bear down to attack the Ship of the Ene- 
my the was oppoſed to, at a proper Diſtance to engage her? 
To the beſt of your Knowledge, declare to the Court what 
Ships did ſo, and what Ships did not. 

A. As our Ship was pretty near in the Center of the Van, 
it ſeemed to me that every one of the Van went to the pro- 
per Ship of the Enemy oppoſed to her, and engaged at a pro- 
per Diſtance; but the Diſtance we were from the Rear would 
not allow me to judge fo well what they did, tho? it ſeemed 
to me they were a good deal farther off from the Enemy than 
the Van in general was. „ : | 
Q. Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Enemy 
ſuch as would have enabled each Ship to have done ſo ? 

A. I think ſo. 

Q. In what Poſition was the French Fleet at the Time the 
Van began to engage? : | 

A. Lying to in a Line, with their Maintopſails aback, to 

the beſt of my Remembrance; at leaſt their Van. | 
Q. Did you ever ſee the Admiral and his Diviſion engaged 
at a proper Diſtance ? 5 | 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance I ſaw the Ramillies 
firing, but it ſeemed to me to be a good Diſtance off from 

the Enemy, | | jo 

Q. Did you ever obſerve what Sail was ſet in the Rear ot 

N : | D 3 our 
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our Fleet, from the 'Time the Signal for Battle was made du- 
Ting the Time the Van was engaged ? 

A. I don't remember that any Sail was made by our Rear 
till about five o' Clock, I think it was, to the beſt of my Re- 

membrance ; but as I only came to the Ward Room Win- 
dows occaſionally, and from Time to Time, it might ſo hap- 
pen that they might have made Sail, or have had their Top- 
fails full while I was abſent. 


Q. What length of Time was our Van engaged before = 


the Van of the Enemy bore away ? 

A. About an Hour, from the Beginning till the fourth and 
fifth Ships of the Enemy's Van bore away; and then for about 
half an Hour more, when the remaining three Ships of the 
Enemy's Van gave way, which made it about an Hour and a 
half, or a little leſs, I believe, in the whole. 

Q. What was the Diſtance of our Van from the Van of 
the Enemy, and of our Rear from their Rear, at the Time 
the Action began? 

A. The Diſtance of the Van was col two Cables length, 
or a little better, from the Enemy's ; but that of our Rear 
from theirs ſeemed much more conſiderable, 

Q. Do you know any Reaſon why the Admiral and the 
Rear of our Squadron did not engage as cloſe as our Van? 

A. If there was any, I was too buſy then at my Quarters 
to obſerve it. 

Q. Was the Enemy's Rear ever engaged with our Van ? 

A. They were ſome Time with the Rm Buckingham, 
and Defiance. 

Q. At what Diſtance was our Rear from you, when the 
Enemy's Rear began to engage our Van, after the Enemy 3 
Van was gone ? 

A. 'The headmoſt Ships of our Rear might then be about 
two Miles from us, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 

Q. What Sail was then ſet in the Rear of our Fleet? 


A. The Rear of our Fleet was then lying to, according to 


the beſt Obſervation I could make. 


Q. At what Time did you obſerve the Rear of our Fleet 


to make Sail ? 
A. A little after five o'Clock, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance..- . 


Q. Was it before or after the Md Rear had paſſed our 
Van, that you obſerved our Rear to make fail ? 


A. Twas when the two or three laſt Ships of the French 


Rear were about abreaſt of us, or upon aur Quarter, and in 


courſe after the leading Ships of the French Rear had paſt * 
Q.1 
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If our Rear had made Sail ſooner, could they have cut 


off any or all of the French Rear, and Oey their giving 


ou their Fire? 
A. As that in a great Meaſure depended on the ſailing of 


our Ships better than the French, and as I don't know that 


we had any Trial who went beſt, I think I cannot refolve 
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© Q. Did the Admiral and the Rear ſet all the Sail they could, 


and uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to intercept them ? 


A. Unleſs our Rear had more Wind than we had, I think 
they might have made more Sail. 

Q. Could the Rear have ſet 'T opgallantſails ? 

A. Ves, I think ſo, 

Do fail had the French Rear ſet, when they paſſed 


A. Their Toplails and F orefails, to the beſt of my Re- 
membrance. 
QQ. Was the signal lying for the Line of Battle, when the 


Signals were made for your bearing away one, and another 


Point, and till you did engage? 
A. I don't remember that I ſaw it myſelf, but I never heard 


it ſaid by the Perſons appointed to obſerve Signals that it was 


hauled down. 

Q. Was it hauled down in the Buckinghaw ? 

A, Not that I remember; I can't be poſitive, becauſe I 
was ſo buſy at my quarters, that I did not mind any Signals 
at this Time. 

Q. Where was you quartered ? ? 

A. Upon the Upper Deck, chiefly from the Mainmaſt aft, 


becauſe we had another Licutenant from the Mainmaſt 


forward. 


Q. + How long did the French Van lie to, after you began 


to engage ? 


A. I can't ſpeak poſitively only to the fourth and fifth 
Ships; but I think they lay to about three quarters of an 
Hour, then filled their Topſails, and a little after bore away. 

Q. Was the whole French Fleet in a cloſe Line of Battle, 


when you began to engage? 


A. It ſeemed ſo to me. 3 
Q. t You have ſaid that to the beſt of your Remembrance 


you ſaw the Ramillies firing; do you remember at what Time 
that was? 


A. I can't ſpeak with any Certainty ; but, if I muſt fix 


any Time, I think it was about a quarter of an Hour after 
we began to engage. 


„ A. Did 
Holmes. ＋ Keppel. | | 


» Moor. 
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Q. Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy” s Fleet then? 

A. I cannot pretend to ſay at that very time. 

Q. You have ſaid, that when the Enemy's Rear began to 
engage our Van, you ſaw our Rear then lying to; according 
to the beſt of your Obſervation at that Time, what Diſtance 
do you think there was between the headmoſt of our Rear and 
the ſternmoſt of the Enemy's Rear? 18 

A. It might be, I believe, about a Mile and a half, or a 
Mile and a quarter — better than a Mile and a quarter. 

Q. Did you ſee any Cauſe why the Rear lay to? 

A. I could ſee none but the Intrepide's having loſt her Fore- 
topmaſt in the Action, and lying to muzzled, by the F. ore- 
| | topmaſt's falling upon the Foreſail and the Bow.” 

1; Q. Where did the Intrepide then appear to you to be in that 

wa Diviſion ? 

1 A. I cannot ſay that I took Notice of her, but * ahead 
of our Rear; I did not ſee her in the Rear; ſhe was then 
the ſternmoſt of the Van Diviſion, and the headmoſt of the 

Rear Diviſion: I never ſaw her joined to the Rear Diviſion. 

Q. You have ſaid, that you could ſee no Reaſon for the 
Rear s lying to, but the Intrepide's having loſt her Foretop- 
maſt; could not the Rear Diviſion have run to Leeward of 
the Intrepide without bringing to, and by that Means . F 
Jooner neared the Enemy ? © 

A. It ſeemed to me they might. 

Q. * When you ſaw the Intrepide at that Time with her 
Foretopmaſt gone, what Diſtance might the be from the 1 
Buckingham 9 © 

A. When I firſt faw bed in that ſituation, the might be 
about half a Mile, or a little leſs. | 

Q. + Can you tell how far ſhe might be from the Revenge 
the next Ship 1 in the Line to her aſtern ? | 
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T8 A. I can't pretend to ſay; I don't recollect that took No- 

_ 2 tice of the Revenge then. 

Hg Q. When you firſt ſaw the Tutrepide with her Maſt gone, 

_ + 4 at about half a Mile diſtant from you, was the then to Wind- 
1 ward or to Leeward of you? | 
1 A. She was right aſtern, as well as 1 can „ 3 
W | Q_ Was the Enemy's Rear to Windward or to > Leeward of - 
W | | vou, at that Time? | 
bl I A. To Leeward. w 
1 Q. At what Diſtance? = 
| A. I cannot well ſpeak to the Diſtance. 

* Q. How much to Leeward ? 


W} | > On * Douglas. | T Neppel. A. I 
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1 57] 15 
A. I believe two Cables Length to Leeward of us; I don't 


mean by that their Diſtance. 


What was their Diſtance ? 


A. The Diſtance might be a mile and a quarter, or a mile 
and a half—a mile and a quarter. | 
© The Priſoner ſaid he had no Occaſion for this Witneſs at 
* preſent, but deſired he might be in the Way, 


Witneſs withdrew. 


Lieutenant Richard Higgs, late ſecond Lieutenant of the 


n. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the twentieth of May? 
A. On the Lower gun Deck. 


Q. Give an account, to the beſt of your knowledge, of 
the Proceedings of the Engliſh Squadron under the command 
of Admiral Byng, from the time the Signal was made in the 
morning of the twentieth of May for the Line of Battle, till 
the Signal was made for engaging. ; | 
A. The Signal was made for the Line about ten o'elock, 
and between eleven and twelve the Line was formed ; and by 
that time, or very near twelve, as we were ſtretching to the 
South Eaſt, we had the Enemy about three Points upon the 
Lee Bow, and appeared to me to be in Confuſion, their Line 
not formed, but were endeavouring to form it on the Larboard 
Tack; and as I expected very ſoon we ſhould come to Action, 
i went down to my quarters, and got every thing ready for 
engaging ; but I found we kept our wind, and ſtretched on 
till a little after one, at which time we tacked : Soon after 
this I heard a Gun fire, and preſently another, and upon 
enquiry found the firſt was to lead one Point to Starboard, 
and the ſecond another Point. I ſuppoſe we might have run 
in this manner abvut half a mile before the Signal was made 
to engage. | | 
Q. When the Signal was made to engage, did every Ship 
in the Engliſb Fleet bear down to attack the Ship ſhe was op- 
poſed to of the Enemy, at a proper Diſtance ? And to the 
beſt of your knowledge declare to the Court what Ships did 
ſo, and what Ships did not. 


A. can't reſolve that queſtion ; I think moſt of the Ships 
in the Van did. | | 
Q. Why can't you anſwer the queſtion ? 

A. Becauſe the Obje& in View was the Ship we were to 
engage vurſelves, which prevented me looking about me to 
ice what the Rear were doing. 

EE Q: Was 


Holbourn. 
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0. Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Fne- : 
my ſuch, before you left the Deck, as would have enabled 


each Ship to have bore down and engaged the Enemy pro- 
perly? 


A. I never ſaw a more proper Day for Action, both as to . 
Wind and Weather, and ſmooth Water; and the Enemy 


were in a proper Situation to be attacked. 
Q. Do you think there was time for each Ship to have 
gone down to the Enemy, as the Wind was ? 


A. Nothing appeared to me to the nn, but that every $ 


Ship might have engaged. 
Q. * Did you ſee the Rear of our Fleet ned at all ? 
A. I did not. 
The Priſoner ſaid he had nothing fo of the Witneſs at pre- 
ſent ; the Witneſs was told to be in the W, ay, then be 


withdrew, 


Lieutenant George Wood, late third Lieutenant of the 
Buckingham, ſworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the twentieth of May ? 

A. Upon the Upper Deck, 

Q. Give an Account to the beſt of your Knowledge, of 
the Proceedings of the Enghſh Squadron from the Time the 
Signal for the Line of Battle was made in the Morning of 
that Day, till the Signal was made for engaging. 

A. The Buckingham repeated the Signal for the Line about 
ten o' Clock on the Forenoon of the twentieth ; a little after 
eleven, the Line was formed (I cannot be exact to a few Mi- 
nutes in Time) about half an hour after Eleven, the Signal 
was hauled down, and we repeated the Signal to fill and ſtand 
on: A little after one o' Clock, we repeated the Signal for 
the Rear to tack; ſoon after, it was altered for the whole 
Fleet to tack together. About two o' Clock, we repeated two 
Signals, one after the other, to lead two Points to Starboard; 
Admiral Weſt immediately bore away with his Diviſion down 
to the Enemy. About Half an Hour after two, we repeated 
the Signal to engage. 

Q. When the Signal was made for Battle, did every Ship 
in the Engliſb Fleet bear down to attack the Ship of the Ene- 


my ſhe was oppoſed to, at a proper Diſtance? And to the 
beſt of your Knowledge declare to the Court what fhips did 


ſo, and what Ships did not. 
A. I can't pretend to anſwer for the Ships aſtern of the 
Buckingham at that Time, as I was quartered from the _ 
8 
* Boyce. 
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maſt wa on the Upper Deck. I took Notice that the 
Defiance, Portland, and Lencaficr, did bear down with the 
| Buckingbam, | 
Q. Was the Wind, Weather, an Situation of the Ene- 
my, ſuch as would hae enabled each Ship to have bore | 
C * and engaged the Enemy properly ? 

A. I think neither the Wind, Weather, or Situation of 
the Enemy could hinder them, from any 2 that I 
could ſee. 

In what Poſition was the French Fleet, at he Time 
7 our Van began to engage ? 

A. They appeared to me to be in a regular Line. 

Q. Were they lying to, or under Sail ? 
A. There were ſome lying to, and ſome under Sail, as I 
obſerved, to the beſt of my Knowledge. 

Q. What Sail had ſuch of them out as were under Sail? 

A. I don't remember that any of them had any more than 
their Topſails. 

Q. Did you ever ſee the Admiral and the Rear of o our Fleet 
engaged at a proper Diſtance ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Did you ever ſee them engaged at all ? 

A. No. 

DQ. Did you ever obſerve what Sail was ſet by any of the 
Sus of the Rear of our Fleet ? 

A. When five of the Enemy's Van had made fail out of 
the Reach of our Guns (meaning Admiral Weſt's Diviſion) I 
went aft and looked out of the Ward Room Windows, 
and obſerved the Ramillies had her Foreſail and her Fore- 
topſail ſull, and, to the beſt of my Knowledge, her Main- top- 
fail aback. | 

Q. Did you never obſerve what Sail ſhe, or any other of the 
Ships of the Rear, had ſet before that Time ? 

A. I can't be particular in what Sail they had ſet. 

Q. * What Length of Time was our Van engaged with 

the Van of the Enemy ? 

1 I believe about an hour and a Quarter, or ſomething 
ter. 

Q. Were the other Ships in the Van engaged as long as 
the Buckingham ? 

A. All, except the Intrepide. 

-Qz Do you ſpeak that of your own Knowledge? 

A. Yes, of == own * I ſaw the Intrepide 
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b Helbourn, : 


[6] 
about Four Clock out of the Ward Room Windows, vin 
the Cbeſter feld with her, as I was told. 1 

Q the Rear of the French come up and engage you | 1 
f "2 
Q When they came up and engaged you, did they back 
any Sail at that Time ? or how long did they lye there? J 
A. Idid not obſerve that they back'd any Sail. 3 
Q. How many Broadſides did they fire at you as we 


paſſed ? 3 
A. Really I cannot fay how many Broadſides they fired, 3 

* What Sail had the Rear of the French then ſet? = ( 

| . To the beſt of my Knowledge they had their Top· 

file and Foreſail. 3 
Q. Did you obſerve, at that Time, what Sail the Rear of 
our Fleet had ſet ? | 1 
A. No, I did not? = 

| Q. At what Diſtance might the Rear of our Fleet be from = 
you, at that Time? _ 

A. About three Miles and a half, I believe I mean the ( 
Body of the Rear Diviſion, the Ramillies. 2 - 

Q. You mentioned ſeeing the Ramillies with her Foreſail By 
and Foretopſail full, and her Maintopſail aback; at that time, ä 
did you ſee any Ship ahead of her, and near her ? - 


A. Ves, I ſaw- three Ships ahead of her, to the beſt of my 7 
Knowledge; I can't ſay how near they might be. A 
Q. Did you ſee any Signals made from the Admiral dur: 3 
ing the Action? 4 
A. I did not. 'Y 
Q. Lou have ſaid at Four o Clock that you ſaw the In- ij 
trepide with her Foretopmaſt gone, and the Chefterfield lying 
by her, as you was told; was the Ramillies and the Rear of 43 
our Fleet then with their Maintopfaits aback ? 3 
A. I did not take any particular Notice of any Ship of | 4 
the Rear except the Ramillies, which had her Maintopſay 
aback, as I have mentioned before. "0 
Q. How was the os then ſituated, with Regard o 
the Ramillies? . 9 
A. To the beſt of my Knowledge ſhe was on the Wen: | IF 
ther quarter of the Ramillies, about a Point. 'Y 


Prifezer aſked, 


Q. At the Time you obſerved the Intrepide with her Bore- - 5 
topmaſt gone, did you not perceive a Firing 1 in the Rear?! 


* Holme: 4 Keppel. 


A. I did not perceive any at that Time, nor any other 
CC = 1 
Q. You ſaid you never ſaw the Ramillies engaged at all? 
A. I did not. 5 | | 
Q. Might ſhe not engage and you not ſee it, as you was 
quartered before the Mainmaſt? 


— 


ter. | 
Witneſs withdrew. * 


Captain Robert Mann, late Fourth Lieutenant of the 
Buckingham, orn. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the twentieth of May? 
A. Uponthe Lower Deck? | | 
Q. Give an Account of the Proceedings of the Enghfh 
Squadron from the Time the Signal for the Line of Battle 
was made on the twentieth of May, till the Signal was made 
for engaging, to the beſt of your Knowledge. 
A. About ten, the Signal was made for the Line; a little 
after Eleven, the Line was formed; about 'Twelve, the 
Enemy being then about three Points to Leeward, upon the 
Lee Bow, I thought about that time we ſhould have engag- 
ed upon the ſame Tack, and therefore went down to my 
Quarters ; a little after One, the Signal was made to tack ; 
and about Two, or a little after Two, to engage. 

Q. When the Signal was made to engage, did every 
Ship in the Engliſb Fleet bear down to attack the Enemy at a 
proper Diſtance ; and to the beſt of your Knowledge declare 
to the Court what Ships did ſo, and what Ships did not ? 

A. As I was below, I cannot take upon me to ſay any Ship 
but my own, but the Ship I was in. 

Q. At the time you left the Deck, was the Wind, Wea- 
ther, and Situation of the Enemy, ſuch as would have enabled 
each Ship of our Fleet to have borne down, and engaged the 
Enemy at a proper Diſtance ? — . 

A. I ſaw no Reaſon; the Weather was very fine, ſmooth 
Water, and to Windward, that I think every Ship might 
have bore down and engaged. 

Q. In what Poſition was the French Fleet, at the Time 

dur Van began to engage? 
A. Lying to. 


Q. What 


A. She might fire, and I not know any thing of the Mat- 


3 1 
mung 


1 Tas. Canes "=p 
cg 3 5 
DDr — — 
1 22 — 
— 


— 


1 
3 
— ve; * 
— PX. 


: 
21 
. 
: - 
JL 
43 
4 4 
3 


[ 62 ] 
Q. What Length of Time was the Van engaged! 3 I 
A. About an Hour and an halt, the whole Van, nof the © | 
particular Ship I was in. 3 
Sue Was not ſhe en gaged as long as any of the other 
Ips ? 5 
A. Yes, but I gle] to have told you the particular 
Ship we firſt engaged, and then to have given an Account 
of the next Ship we aſſiſted. 2 
The Witneſs withdrew. ” 
The Court adjourned, being ha if paſt W 11 T/4 * 3 
Morning Nine o' Clock. 2 


Monday, the 3d of January, $957, 


Ty HE Court met according to Adjournment. The 
Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. 


Witneſs called. | 
Captain Everitt again called in, and ſworn. 


Priſoner aſked, 


. Do you remember that there was a Council of War 
held at Gibraltar on the Fourth of May, relating to the Go- 
vernor's Orders with Regard to the Embarking a Detach- 
ment from his Garriſon on board the Fleet? 

A. I heard there was one. 
Q. Do you remember that the Portland and Dolphin arri- 
ved at Gibraltar on the fifth of May 2 
A. I think they did arrive there on that Day. 
| | Q. Do you remember that the Experiment arrived at Ei- 
1 braltar on the ſeventh of May? 
KH A. I think ſhe did, 
Q. Do you remember that the Detachment of Soldiers, 
from the Garriſon of Gibraltar, that was to re-man Mr. 
| Edgcumbe's Squadron, was embarked on the ſeventh of May. tg. 
A. I think they did embark that Day. WW 
Q Do you apprehend that Tranſactions, according to 
1 my Orders, together with the Re-manning Mr. Edgcumbe's my 
Squadron, and enabling them to proceed to Sea with us, 
| might be full Employment to detain us the Time we remain- MF -c 


my's 


. 


| ed at Gibraltar? ut 
4 "A 4 . it . 4. 
N Q. Do not you apprehend that it was neceſſary to have a | 

N Sufficiency of Water and Proviſions for the Expedition, as it 

i was known that the Iſland of Minorca was then in the Ene- 


L 63] 

my 's ofen, and conſequently could not ſupply : us with 
any thin 
rf I Fink i it was neceſſary. | 

Q. Do you apprehend that the Fleet could have ſailed | 
ſooner, * have taken the Ships of Mr. Edgtumbe's Squa- 
dron to Sea with us, independent of Water and Viqualling ? ? 

A. I do not know that they could. 

QQ. Did not you diſcover Minorca at Day-light the Nine- 
teenth of May in the Morning, or at what Time ? 

A. We diſcovered it at Daylight in the Morning, and the 
firſt Bearings were taken at fix o' Clock. 

Q Was it not inthe Forenoon of the nineteenth light Airs 
of Wind off the Land, and Calms ? 

A. It was. 

Q. With the Calms and light Airs of Wind off the Land, 
did you apprehend there was any Probability of any Ship of 
the Fleet or Frigates getting cloſe i into the Caſtle that Fo ore- 
noon? _ 

A. I think they could not. 

Q. Did you know of any Troops embarked in the Fleet, 
beſides 5 were included in the Ships Complements of Men, 
and ſome few Officers and Recruits? 

A. No. 

Q. Was not Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, and the De- 
tachment from the Garriſon of Gibraltar, embarked i in the 
room of Marines? 

A. I think they were embarked to 8 the Deficiency 
of Marines. 

Q Suppoſing the Land Forces on board the Fleet could 
EZ have been thrown into St. Philip's Caſtle ; do you appre- 
| hend, it would have been proper, when the * 8 Fleet 
was in Sight? 

A. think it would not. 

Q Do you apprehend, if it had been Oe” and the 
Land Forces had been thrown in to reinforce the Garriſon, 
that the Ships would have been fit for Action, and to engage 
the Enemy's Fleet? 

A. They would not have been fit to engage then. 

Q. Do you apprehend, that throwing in about one hun- 
dred Officers and Recruits, as a Reinforcement to the Gar- 
riſon of the Caſtle of St. Philip's, would have been a Force 
ſufficient to have enabled it to hold out againſt the —_ 8 
Attacks? 

A. I don't know that it would. 

Q Do you 1 that che throwing in ſuch an in- 
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conſiderable Reinforcement, had there been a Probability of | 
effecting it, would have been a ſufficient Reaſon for loſing 1 
time, and delaying to ens the. Enemy's F as when in 
Sight ? 3 
A. It would not. | 4 
Q. Do you apprehend, that it would have been proper i in 1 
any Reſpect to have weakened his Majeſty s Fleet, by landing 
Men, when the Enemy” s Fleet was in Sight? 3 
A. I apprehend it would not, : 
Q. Was not the Enemy's Squadron ſeen in the South Faſt i 
Quarter, from the Maſt-head, between Eleven and Twelve = 
in the Forenoon ? = . 
A. Yes, and ſomething ſooner than that; I believe. 
Q. Do not you apprehend, that the moſt proper and im- 
mediately neceſſary ſtep, in this Situation, was to endea- 2 
vour to attack the Enemy's Fleet ?  F 
A. I apprehend it was. S 
Q. Do you apprehend, that it would have been] proper „ 
for the Admiral to have left any of the Frigates, and by 
that Means have leſſened his Force, and deprived the Fleet 
of the Uſe of any of the Ships, or their Men, when upon 5 
the Brink of coming to Action? 2 
A. I think it would not have been proper, as they might 6 
have been wanted, as the Enemy was in Sight. 155 
Q. Did not the Admiral make the - ne to call in all 2 
Cruizers, between Eleven and Twelve that Forenoon ? | 
A. I believe he might, but I don't recolle& it. -— 
Q. Did not the Admiral, about the ſame time, make ſe⸗ 4 
velal Ships Signals, and diſtribute Men from the Frigates 
among them, to ſtrengthen them ? . 
A. I think he did. . 
Did you ever hear the Captains, or any Officers of the £7 
F lect, complain of their Ships being badly manned, andſickly: 
A. I believe I did. 5 th 
Q. Did you think the Diſtribution of thoſe Men from the wa 
Frigates was proper and neceſſary | ? = 
A. I think it was. | R, 
Q. What Number of Guns did your Ship carry 7 i 
A. Sixty eight. 5 
Q. What Weight of Metal did you carry, on your diffs 2 Eir 
rent Decks ; and I Number of Men ? 5 8 
A. We carried Nine Pounders on the Quarter-Deck and 
Fore-Caſtle, Eighteen Pounders upon the Upper-Deck, and Þ 
Thirty two Pounders upon the Lower-Deck 5 and our 
Complement was five hundred and thirty five Men. Q. Di 
Di 


4 wy 


SC 


[65 1 
. Did you eſteem: the Deptford, Cupiain, Poridand; Tri- 
dent, Pines, Louiſa, Defiance, Revenge, Kingſton,” and In- 
trepide good Ships, compared to others of the ame Rate, and 


were they well Manned ? 
A. There are ſome Ships of the ſame Rate might have beeit 


better than they ; : but I know but little in regard to how they 


a 
i HORS 
&% 
. K = were Mar 
* 
A 
* 


Were not the two Fleets 1 8 about two Leagues of 


each key about ſeven o Clock in the Evening? 
A. T have already anſwered, that I did not know what Diſ- 


- 2 | tance they were from each other; at that Time. 
| Was it not within half a an Hout of Night, when the 


EN 72 Fleet tack'd? 
A. T believe it might. 


9. Was not part of the Enemy's Fleet then open upon our 


Weather Bow ? 
A. I don't remember. 
Would not a Night Afton i in all Probability have en- 


T4 ſued, if both Fleets had continued to ſtand on. 

= 7 It might probably have happened ſo. 

2. Do you apprehend an Action in the- Night proper, or 
do you apprehend it more proper to decline coming to a Night 


| 2 AQtion, when an Enemy does not appear to decline . to 


an Action in the Day? 
A. I think it very pr for a Fleet to come to an Action 


in the Night. 
©. Was the Fleet in a Line of f Battle, when the Signal 


was made to engage? 


A. I think they were not. 
. Did you obſerve, that the Enemy outſailed us at any 
Time, on the 20th of May. | 
A. I ſaw no Trial made of Sailing. 
Did you ever hear in the Fleet, that the Siop made by 


the Admiral in going down, was occaſioned by the Backing 


of the ſhips ahead of him? 

4. T believe, I have heard ſuch a thing ſaid. 
= 2. Did the Buckingham, or any other Ships that you know 
of in the Van, receive any Damage from the French Rear, 
as it paſſed them? 

A. I think the Buckingham received ſome Damage from the 
Fire of the French Rear, as they paſſed us. 
D. Any other Ships of the Van? 


A. Not as I know of. 
* What Sail was our Rear avi when they joined 
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[ 66 1 
b * Van, before the Signal was made to bring to in the 
= Evening? 3 
4 A. To the beſt of my Remembrance their Topſails and 
3s Foreſail. 3 
( . During the Time Yo u was engaged, did you petceive 1 
1 the Enemy increaſe their Diſtance from you? 1 
| A. The Ship we were engaged with did not increaſe her MH 
Diſtance. © © | 
Q. At the time the Rear of the French paſſed you, was the 2 
Van of our Fleet in a Condition to purſue then ? 1 
A. I believe they were not. 
Was not, at that time, the Intrepide at ſome confi 2 
derable Diſtance aſtern, with both her Topmaſts gone, the 
Cheſterfield lying by her ? : 
A. I don't recolle& ſeeing of her, her ſhe bore down 4 
when the Signal was made for engaging. FF 
Q, Was there any thing in the Way, that could prevent > 
your ſeeing her ? f 
A. I was buſily employed in giving Directions, after thy 3 
Rear paſſed us, which prevented me looking that Way! 
Did not the Enemy continue edging away, as they 
firetch'd ahead. 
A. They did. Eh 
. Were there not ſome of thoſe Ships of the Enemy 
in a Tegular Line, edging down to the Ships that had bore 5 
away? 5 
3 They were following each other, and vent laſking a- 
bps to the others; but I don't think they were in a regular 
Ine. | : 
2. Did you perceive 1 any of the Enemy's Ships 
had received any Damage in their Maſts or Rigging, beſides 
the ſecond Ship of the Enemy's Rear which had bore away with BW ſeve 
the Maintopſailyard ſhot down; or. did oy of them appear : 


unfit for Action? == 
A. I did not—and I believe the reſt appeared fit for ac- i Arr 
tion. KT 
Was it not in the Enemy's Power to rejoin the Ships | l 
that had bore away, and new form their Line, and did they 8 
not appear edging away for that Purpoſe ? Tor 
2. It was in their Power to join their Van; but I don't | Ene 
know their Intent. give 
©. Do you apprehend, that it would have been proper o 4 
have purſued them with Part of the Fleet? not 


A. I don't know at it would, FF, 


67 
Did not the Admiral about half an Hour after Five, 
| ſhorten Sail, and make the Signal to bring to? ft 
= 41 have ſome Idea of the Fleet s bringing to; but I did 
not ſee the Signal. 
2. Did not the Admiral, 0 Six o' Clock, hoiſt the 
Fellow Flag at the F oretopmaſt-head, the Signal to fill and 
r ſtand on? 
= 42. That Signal I did not obſerve nene 
©. Did not the Admiral, about that time, fill and and on ? 
A. I believe he did. 
3 . Did not the Admiral, about ten or feen Minutes after 
* filling to ſtand on, hoiſt a n Flag at the Flag: ſtaff at the 
Toretopmaſt-head, and a Dutch Jack under it, the Signal for 
the Fleet to tack, and the Ships leading on the Larboard Tack 
to continue leading on the Starboard ? 
Les, I ſaw that Signal. 
== 2. Did you obſerve the Ships which had 8 Damage 
ir the Action, with any Yards or Topmaſts down, during the 
three Days after the Engagement * ? 
J. Yes, I think I did. 
= 2; Had you any of the Enemy” s Shot lodged in your Ship 
if any of their Shot fell under your Obſervation, what were 
dheir different Weights and Calibres ? | 
A. Some Grape ſhot in the Maſts and in the Sides. | 
2 2. Did you form any Judgment of the Enemy's Force, or 
hac you any Authority to believe them ſuperior to the 
Ergliſb Fleet, either before or after the Engagement? 
A. In going down, I counted the Lower Deck Ports, as 
near as I could, of the ſix headmoſt Ships; five of which had 
Ps WE thirteen Ports below, and one fourteen ; 'by which I judged 
les the five Ships to be ſixty- four Gun — and the' * a 
th C ſeventy-four: 
ar | Court aſted, 
2. Did the Van of the Fleet make uſe of their Small 
c- BE Arms, or were = within a proper Diſtance to do Execution 
_Wivith them ? 
ip WM 7. I think, we did not es Uſe of our Small Arms. 
e) 2. * You fay you have heard, that the Intrepide's loſing her 
„ {opmaſt prevented the Rear Diviſion's bearing down to the 
nt | | Enemy ; ; tell the Court, if you have not heard other Reaſons 
- E £ven for its not bearing down, and what were they? | 
to Bt 4. I havelikewiſe heard, that the Rear of the Fleet did 
not bear down directly upon the Enemy, but heard no Reaſon 
„gu * _ aid not. 
id * 2 | 2 You 
* Preſident. . 


thotity to ſuppoſe the French Fleet ſuperior to the ol 3 
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2. * You have ſaid, that when the Rear of the Front Fleet 
paſſed our Van, the Van was not in a Condition to purſue, a; 
believe? what were your Reaſons for believing ſo ? 

A. Several, or all, of them having their Sails and Rigging 3 
much cut, and the Buckingham 8 Maintopſail-yard being gone, WM 
I believe was the Reaſon that they could not purſue them. 
D. + At what time of the Action was the Maintoplaib-yeoll Þ 
one ? 1 
8 A. As near as I can tell, between three and four o Clock. 1 
, How long were you getting up another Maintopſail-yard | 

in Leu of that which was ſhot away ? 1 


A. There was another got up juſt at dark. 
"0 7 Yer you ever i in A ROM abort ? 


1 19th. of + "og to — fach Information ? £ I 
A. To be ſure, I know of none; a Boat might have bee 3 
ſent from the Ship doubtleſs. 1 
©. f You was aſked, whether you had any Reaſon or A. 5 


Fleet; in anſwer to which, you ſaid, that in going down youll 
obſerved five of the Enemy's Van to have thirteen Ports 
a Side below, and one of them fourteen ; from which 501 | 
concluded five of them to be Ships of ſixty-four Guns, 1 
one a Ship of ſeventy-four; it appears, that five of cher 


ſix were drove away, by (according to the Engliſh Line d 9 Wah 
Battle here) one Ship of ſixty four Guns, one of ſixty-eight Ina 
one of ſixty- ſix, one of fifty, and one of ſixty; then, if the the 
reſt of the Britiſh Fleet had been engaged with the Ene. abe 
my's Ships oppoſed to them, as cloſely and as properly as the one 
Van was, do you not think, that the whole French Flectf 2 lea. 
would have been beaten ? Ad 
A. I think they would. = - 

. | You have ſaid, that you thought it would have bei | in 


improper for Part of our Fleet to have purſued the Rear d pro 
the Enemy's Fleet ; though that might have been improper, FJ be! 
would it not have been proper for the Rear of our Fleet 9 did 


have made Sail, and endeavoured to have joined our Van, vl - 
have prevented the Rear of the Enemy e to our Van? per 
A. Ves, I think it would. | 5 Van 


The Priſoner declared, that he had no other Queſtions ii 1 poſ 

aſe Mr. Welt, or any WF the Dei s Officers} Der 
| upinl app 
* Simcoe. 4 Dennis 5 Moor, K Keppel. | Moor. | 
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upon which the Witneſs was told, that bis and tbeir Alte, 


tendance were no farther required. 


= = The Witneſs withdrew, f 

ing L | | +7 | | 

0... . . . | | . ; 

ne, BY Captain James Gilchriſt, late of the Experiment, 
_ = | ſworn. OO 

ard | , | "Th 


: 4 
2. Where was the Ship under your Command ſtationed, 
on the 20th of May laſt ? RF us ; | 
A. Oppoſite to the Rear-Admiral, to repeat ſignals. | 
- Give the Court an Account of the Proceedings of the 
Engliſb Fleet, from the time the Signal for the Line of Battle 
vas made in the Morning of the twentieth, till the Signal 
was made for engaging ; and what Signals were made during 


fel that time? "> 5 
zen p 4. About Ten o' Clock in the Morning, the Admiral threw 


3 out the Signal for forming the Line of Battle ahead, two Ca- 
bles length aſunder; ſoon afterwards, he hauled down that 
ignal for two Cables length aſunder, and continued the 


een 5 ON. 
I Lignal for the Line, half a Cable's length aſunder; the Van 
Av. of our Fleet then lay up with the Centre of the Enemy; 


che Wind favoured us two Points, betwixt Ten and Twelve, 
then our Fleet lay up to Windward of the weathermoſt Ship 
of the Enemy, upon which the Enemy's Van bore away, 
and they all ſeemed to fall into great Confuſion ; we conti- 
an nued ſtanding on to the South South Eaſt, ?till about half paſt 
1cle One; in the mean time, the Enemy formed a Line of Battle 
ec ahead, to the Weſtward ; the Admiral then threw out a Sig- 

nal for the Rear of our Fleet to tack firſt—ſoon afterwards, 
the the Signal was made for the whole Fleet to tack together 
about Two, the Admiral made the Signal for the Van to lead 
one Point to Starboard—preſently afterwards, for them to 


lee lead another Point to Starboard—about half paſt Two, the 
Admiral threw out the Signal for BattleQ. | 
2. When the Signal was made for Battle, did every ſhip 

een in the Engliſb Fleet bear down to attack the Enemy, at a 

ai proper Diſtance for Action; and declare to the Court, to the 

e beſt of your Knowledge, what Ships did fo, and what Ships 

to did not? | | = 

vi 4. Every Skip did not bear down to attack the Enemy pro- 


2 perly; the Rear-Admiral, and his Diviſion (except the De- 
Fance) bore right down afore the Wind, and hauled up op- 
11 Polite to their proper Ships, and attacked the Enemy; the 
Defiance was ahead of the Enemy, and every Ship of the Van 
por appeared to me, to be rather ahead of her Antagoniſt j 
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and 1 ſuppoſe the Ships of the Rear muſt have been the fame, 
as the whole Fleet was in a Line of Battle COA 
which the Defiance threw all a-back, and fell down upon her 

roper Ship, the headmoſt Ship of the Enemy : Admiral 1 
po did not bear down before the Wind upon the oY 3 
nor any of his Diviſion. 1 3 

What was the Situation of the Prench Fleet, at the time 
the dignal was made for engaging ? 3 

A. They were all lying to, with their Maintopſails to ce 
Maſt. 3 
Q. What was its Situation, at the time our Van began " 43 
engage? | 1 

A. In the ſame Poſition” - 4 

. What Diſtance was our Van from their Van, and our | 
Rear from their Rear, at the time the Van began to e, 

A. I am not certain. E 

2. Did you ever ſee the Admiral, and his Diviſion, en. * 
gaged at a proper Diſtance? 1 
A. When the Admiral's Diviſion fell in with the Frey : 
that is, the headmoſt Ships, the Revenge, Louiſa, and Trident, 
when they began to fire, there was fuch a Smoke, that Ic, 
not judge of the Diſtance. 

2. Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Enemy F 
with Reſpect to that Divicion, ſuch as to have — them 
to have engaged at a proper Diſtance. 

A. Ves, it was. 

Did the Ships in the Rear make all the Sail they could, 
to cloſe with the Enemy, from the time the Signal was mad 
for Battle, *till the Action was over? 

A. No, they did not. 

2. What Sail had they ſet, duels that time? L 

A. There were a great many different Poſitions, during 
that time it is impoſſible for me to anſwer that queſtion fo 
general—ſometimes they had their Topſails out, ſometime: 
they had their Foreſails ſet, ſometimes their Topſails aback; 
I think, when the Admiral threw out the Signal for engaging, # 
the whole Fleet were then under their Topſails; the latter , 
Part of the Action, then Mr. Byng ſet all his Sails, except the i ; 
Topgallant Sails. 1 

Was the Weather ſuch as would have enabled them to 
carry all their Sails, from the Beginning to the End? L 
Ai. I could have carried all the Sails, from the Beginning] 

to the End, in the Ship I commanded ; and I know of no Rea- 
ion why they could nat do the ſame. 
9. What 
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9, What length of time was our Van engaged, from the 
Beginning of the Action till the Van of the Enemy bore away? 
A. I think, about an Hour and a quarter. 
* You have ſaid, that our Van, upon the Signal being 
made for Battle, bore right down before the Wind upon the 
Enemy ; that the Admiral, and his Diviſion, did not bear 


; | | down right before the Wind; did the Admiral and his Divi- 


ſion continue in the ſame Situation they were before he made 
the Signal, or did they alter their Poſition at all, to go down 
upon the Enemy? 

A. They did not continue in the ſame Poſition, but kept 
laſking away, angling upon the Enemy. 

Had they neared the Enemy as much as our Vau had, 
when the Van began to engage ? 

A. I think not. 

9. + You fay, the Revenge, Louiſa, and Trident, when they 
began to fire, the Smoke was ſuch that you could not judge of 
the Diſtance ; did you, at that time, ſee the Ramillies engaged? 

A. Some time after, I ſaw the Ramillies fire. 

r Pray tell the Court, why you call 1 it firing, and not en- 
gaging? 

A. Where I was ſituated, oppoſite to the Rear-Admiral, 
my Line of Direction was ſuch, that I did not ſee any of the 
Enemy near the Ramillies. | 

Q, Could you ſee, from your Situation, whether the Ra- 
millies was as near to the Enemy as the Trident was? | 

A. There could not be any great Difference, as the Admi- 
ral ſeemed to be near the Trident ; as they engaged the Enemy 
upon an Angle, every Ship muſt have been tarther from the 
Enemy than another. 

When the Admiral made the Signal for Battle, how 
Sh might the Ramillies be from the neareſt of the Enemy's 
ps? 

J. I can't ſay, that I took particular notice of tha Ramillies; 
but the ſternmoſt Ship, which was the King ſtan, appeared to 
me, to be near three Miles. 

O, When the Signal was 190 for engaging, was the Sig- 
nal for the Line of Battle ahead continued out : . | 

A. Yes, the whole time. 

. Was it then out, on board the Rear-Admiral? ? 

A. Yes. 

O, When the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion bore away ; did 
they all bear away together, or did they wait for the Buckings 


3 4&1 


— — 


C* 


her, and then I diſcovered her to be the Intrepide. 


her? 


172 J 
I think, the Buckingham bore away firſt. 
2. Do you know any * of the * loſing tr 


o -— 


— 


Forelopmaſi? ? 
A. Yes. Th 1 3 
©. Did you ſee it 80 away! ? ME, N 
A. Yes. | ] 
What time was it? | | 4 | 


I I think, it was about a quarter of an Hour, « or a [Little 
more, after ſhe engaged. | I 
9. As you ſaw her at that very time, can you inform the 3 
_ how near ſhe might be to the next Ship aſtern of her? 4 

4. No, I cannot ; I really don't know; there was ſucha 3 
Huzza on board my Ship, at the Time that her Topmaſt 4 
went away, becauſe the Ship's Company took it for one of the | 3 
French Ships, that my attention was taken up with looking at | 


©. Did you immediately : afterwards ſee the Ships altern of 1 
A. This was a little after Three, that ſhe loſt her Foretop- | 4 


maſt; about a quarter of an Hour afterwards, or a little more "2 Du 


_ engaging as ſhe dropt aſtern, *till the Revenge, and other oh 2 
came in toher Aſſiſtance. 


perhaps, I ſaw all Admiral Byng's Diviſion making Sail, laſk- | 
ing down to her aſſiſtance. A 
At this time, how far might ſhe be from the neareſ 1 

Ship aſtern of her? 4 
A. Soon afterwards—I can't pretend to ſay as to the diſtance | : 
Ana very ſhort time afterwards, I believe about a quarter of 
an Hour—About half paſt 'Three, the Rear Diviſion got in 0 
with the Enemy; and the Intrepide ſoon afterwards fell out of . 
the Line; I think, about half paſt Three, ſhe fell out of the 
Line; ſhe had been dropping aſtern all the time after ſhe loſt 


her Foretopmaſt ; ſhe then ſet her Foreſail, and continued 
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Q. Did there appear to be Diſtance enough, between the 
Intrepide and the next Ship aſtern of her, for them to go ei- 
ther to Windward or to Leeward of her, as _ ſhould Judge 
proper ? | l Toe 

A. Yes, I think ſo. | 


ove 
9. When the leading Ships of the Rear made Sail, as you : a 


have mentioned, to cloſe with the Enemy, a little after the  < 
Intrepide loſt her Topmaſt, what Sail was it they made? 4 
A. I think the Admiral ſet his Forefail. = < 

©. What Sail was the Enemy's Rear then —_ * how | oo 


were they ſteering at this time ? * 


2 


1731 8 
4. 1 think they were ſtanding under their 'Top-ſails, at that 


ir Hime; a few Minutes makes a vaſt Alteration. 

2. The latter Part of the Action, you ſaid, that Mr. 
ig made all the Sail except the Toppallant-ſails, do you 
Hean by that, that he ſet his Main-ſail, jib, and Stay-ſails? 
A. Yes, he did. 


tle he Engliſh Van? 
A. Yes. h 
Q. How long before? 


ad paſſed the Engliſh Van ? 

2. You tay, that Sail was ſet about half an Hour before 
he Enemy's Rear paſſed our Van, was any of it ſhortened in 
hat half Hour? 

A. No. 

= 2. Was it ſet, before the Enemy” s Van bore away ? 
14. No. 

=X ©. + Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy give any Fire to 
Pur Van? 
= 4. Yes. | 
2 Then if the Admiral, and his Diviſion, had ſet the 
Pails you ſpeak of ſooner than he did ſet them; do you 
Fhink they could have been time enough up with our Van, 
Jo prevent their receiving the Fire from the Enemy's Rear? 
A. If there had been Sail carried all along, I make no 
in Doubt I know nothing to the contrary. 

3 2, + When the Rear of the French paſſed « our Van, what 
iſtance was our Rear from our Van? | 
A. It is a difficult Matter to judge exactly of Diſtan- 
2 1 but they appeared to me, to be above, or about three 
les. 

2 Do you know, what was the Occaſion of their being ſo 
7 bar aſtern? 

HA. The Occaſion was owing to the Rear of our Fleet not 
making Sail, and their throwing their Topſails aback when 


I dver, the Admiral threw out a Signal for the Rear of the Fleet 
du to brace to. 

hne 2, What time was that Signal thrown out? 

A. About four o' Clock, or a little after. 

3 2. || At this inſtant of Time, when they ceaſed firing and 
graced to, what Diſtance, were they from the Rear of the 
9 Enemy ? 

i . 2 ; A. They 
» Preſident, + Moor, 1 Holboarn, | por, 


W 


2, Was this Sail ſet, before the . Rear had 2 


A. It was ſet about half an Hour before the nou 8 Rear 
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Teer began to Fire, or engage; and after their Firing was 
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A. T hey \ were out of Gun- ſhot. 


Q. Could they have ever been nearer the Enemy, i in youll 


Opinion, than they were juſt then? 


A. I endeavour to relate Facts, as much as my Memory will 
allow me to do; but as to my Opinion, I have none; I lea, 
you, Gentlemen, to judge of it. : : 
Q. Where was the Intrepide, when the Signal was made; I 


brace to? 
A. She was ain of the whole Fleet. 


Q. * When the Admiral made the Signal for the "FER of the is 
Fleet to bring to, was the Rear of the French Fleet maki 


EE 
1 9 * 
1, 


Sail, or lying to? 


A. I did not immediately obſerve what the French Fe 
were doing at that Time; but ſoon afterwards I perceie 
them, betwixt our Van and our Rear, ſome with their For 


fails ſet, and ſome with their Topſails. 


Q. You have made uſe of the Expreſſion, of the Rani 
lies and the Rear of our Fleet being in with the Enemy; 
were they then as near the Enemy as our Van was to the En 
my's Van; or what do you mean by that Expreſſion, in win 


the Enemy! ? 


A. Our Van bore down and engaged the Enemy, 5 cam 
in a parallel Line with them; and, as J obſerved before, ou 
Rear went down angling upon the Enemy; therefore, the 


could not all engage the Enemy ſo near as the Van did. 


Q. During the time of the Action, were any more Sign 
made by the Admiral than thoſe you have mentioned; ; if then, 
u ere, pleaſe to name them? 5 

A. + About a quarter after Three, the Admiral meds a de 
nal for a cloſer Engagement; a few Minutes afterwards, t.. 
Signal was made for the Van of the Fleet to fill and ſtand on 


Q. Was the Signal for a cloſer Engagement a general 815 
nal, or for a particular ſhip? 
A. I ſaw no Ship's Pendant out, at that time. 
— What other Signals were there ? 
I faid before, that at or ſoon after Four, the Admiri 
4. the Signal for the Rear of the Fleet to brace their head: 


fails to the Maſt—and a little after that, hauled down the Sig 


nal for the Van of the Fleet to fill and ſtand on—About hal 
paſt Four, the ſignal was made for the Van of the Fleet to fil 
and ſtand on, and the Rear of the Fleet to make more Sail to 
cloſe the Line; I don't remember any more, during the Action, 


except a private Signal for the Cheſterfield to go down to the 


9 when ſhe fell aſtern. 
Q. Whe 


* Moor. + Geary, 


” E75 ]- 
Q. When the Signal was made for a cloſer Engagement, 
BE what Diſtance was our Rear from the Enemy's Rear? 
"EZ A. I cannot judge of the Diſtance ; but they were then go- 
ing in angling, as T have ſaid, with the Enemy. 
1 Q. Did you obſerve any of the Ships of the Rear, then 
make more fail, in order to obey that Signal? | 
A. I have mentioned before, that it was about this time 
EX that the Intrepide had loſt her Foretopmaſt ; and that our Rear 
vuere then making Sail down to her Aſſiſtance: and this hap- 
E pened much about this time. ; 
Q. * When the Signal was made for a cloſer engagement, 
EZ was the Signal for the Line of Battle continued up? 
A. Ihavebefore mentioned, that the Signal for the Line of 
Battle was out the whole Time of the Action, and after the 
Action; it was continued out the whole Day, *till it was 
dark. | | EE | 
Q. + You ſaid, that at half paſt Four, the Signal was made 
por the Van to fill and ſtand on, and the Rear of the Fleet to 
make more Sail and cloſe the Line: was that Signal for the 
WE Rear, to crowd all the Sail they could and cloſe the Line, with- 
out Regard to the general Order of Battle? 
A. No, I think not, becauſe no ſhip paſſed the Admiral. 
Qt When the Action began, you mentioned the French 
Fleet were lying with their Maintop- ſails aback ; how long did 
they lie ſo, or did the Ship you commanded lye to any time af- 
ter the Action began, and how long? 
A. When our Van engaged the Enemy, ſoon afterwards I 
was obliged to fill my Topſails and ſtand on; of Conſequence 
the French Fleet muſt have filled their Topſails, ſoon after our 
Van began to engage. 1 5 N 
Q. When the French Fleet filled, did they ſteer by the 
Wind, or how many Points from the Wind; and how did 
our Rear Diviſion ſteer at that time ? | 
A. The French Fleet muſt have kept laſking from the Wind, 
as I was obliged ſeveral times to edge down nearer to the Rear- 
miri Admiral; our Rear Diviſion kept laſking down, as I have ſaid 
nead before, angling upon the Enemy. | 
Sig Q. Which of the two Rears kept moſt away, at that time? 
bal A. I think, our Rear kept rather more away at that Time, 
o f for our Rear was not in a parallel Line with theirs. | 
ail w Q. What time did our Rear firſt get clear of the Intrepide, 
on, as they kept laſking away; when was the [ntrepride firſt aſtern 
) the of our Fleet ? ES: a | 
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by the Admiral, and which I repeated about One, and re. 


lect, his Foreſail ſet at that time; and 1 very well remember 4 
. faying, that the Admiral ſeemed to me to bear away more 
than either of his Seconds: the Buckingham with the Lancaſter Wi 


[bal 

A. Lthink it was * half paſt Three, chat the hain 
fell out of the Line. - 
Q. Was ſhe not clear of our Line, *till half paſt Three? J 
A. Very ſoon after half paſt Three ſhe was clay of out 
Line; and I think, not before. 1 
Court cleared, in a ſport time again opened. 


The . Capi. Auguſtus John Hervey, late Commanier 1 
F the Phœnix, ſworn. 7 


Q. * Where was the ſhip under your Command Nationed, : 
on the 2oth of May? * 
A. To repeat ſignals, abreaſt of the Admiral. £2 
Q. What time was the Signal made for Battle, by the Ad: 5 
miral, on that Day? 15 
A. As near as I can recollect, about a quarter, or twenty 
Minutes after Two. z 
Q. Pleaſe to give an Account to the Court, of "Ys Pro. 
ceedings of the Engliſh and French Fleets, from that time 'til 


the Action was over, as far as the ſame fell under your Ob- 


3 
* 


ſervation ? Wt 
A. The Signal was made, as I ſaid, about twenty Minute Wt 


after Two, for engaging : at the time the Signal was made, 
ſome of the Engliſh Fleet bore away rather more than others, | 
which I take to be owing to the Ships in the Van not having 
obſerved the Signal before for leading large, which was made 


peatcd it two or three times, I don't recolle& which; the Ad- 5 
mural bore down with his Topſails, and, as near as I can recol-W 


bore down alfo on the Ships which I imagined they took fell w 
their Lot; the Intrepide I ſaw bear right down, I cannot ſay 
that I was exceſſively minute then upon the Proceedings of the 
Van, as I was more particularly attentive to thoſe of the 
Admiral, whoſe Signals I repeated; as alſo, I had then a great 
deal of work in ſhifting Men and things into a Schooner 
which was directed to attend me, and in compleating the fit- 
ting the Ship to be ready for burning; it was about half an ve 


Hour after Two, I think, when ſome of the French Van be- wi 
gan to fire, and very ſoon that fire became general, except from on 


the two or three ſternmoſt ſhips of the Enemy, and they ſeem- 1: 


ed to me to reſerve their fire for the Admiral and Com- Di 


mander 
* Preſident, Obs 
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7 
mander in Chief, who was then going down upon them. A- 
bout forty three Minutes after Two, the Signal was made for 


the Deptford to quit the Line (I had my Watch in my Hand 


at that time) and I think about fifty Minutes after two it was 
when the Ramillies began to fire, having before that received 
the Fire of thoſe three ſternmoſt ſhips of the Enemy for a- 


bout ten or twelve Minutes, I think, in which time I obſerved 


ſeveral of the Enemy's ſhot to fall between the Ramillies and 


E the Ship I commanded : *twas about this time when TI obſerved 
| the Intrepide's Foretopmaſt to be ſhot away (it might have 
been ſooner, but I did not obſerve it ?till then) ſhe ſeemed then 


to lie muzzled, her Fore-ſail a-back, or in the Wind, and 
her Maintopſail in the Wind alſo: I imagined that to be from 
his Foretack being ſhot away, or ſomething of that ſort. 
About Three, I ſaw the Revenge, Princeſs Louiſa, and Tri- 


dent, all three with their Topſails aback, the Revenge very 


near the Intrepide, upon her Lee Quarter, and a little aſtern 


with all: I remember then to have ſaid upon the Deck, that 


that quick Motion of the Intrepide's, of bearing down right 


BS 2fore it, had occaſioned her being raked and loſing her Fore- 
topmaſt, and the Ship next to her not paſſing her would bring 
thoſe Ships aſtern of her, and ahead of the Admiral, in ſuch 
= 2 confuſed Cluſter, that they would run the riſque of drop- 
bing on board the Admiral, who was then engaged, and 
WB might probably not ſee them ſoon enough to prevent it. About 
& five or fx Minutes after Three, I ſaw the Ramillies's Topſails 
a. back, and at the ſame time a yellow Flag at the Mizentop- 


maſthead, which was hauled down while I was endeavouring 


7 to repeat it, and a yellow Flag hoiſted at the Foretopmaſt- 
head. I take that Flag to have been up at the Mizentopmaſt- 
head about five or ſix Minutes, becauſe while the Men at the 


Mizentopmaſt-head were bending it, I was obliged to order 


it down again, to repeat that which was hoiſted by the Ad- 


miral at the Foretopmaſthead, by having only one yellow 


Flag on board: about fix or ſeven Minutes afterwards, a red 


Enſign was hoiſted at the Mizentopmaſthead ; and I think it 
| was much about the time of the Signals being made to bring 


to, that the Ramillies ceaſed firing. At the time of the ſmoke's 
clearing away, from her ceaſing firing, I obſerved the ele- 
venth ſhip in the Enemy's Line to have kept away large, 
with her Maintopſail-yard down, which I remember we then 
on board concluded was from the Ramilliers Fire, for the Cul- 
{:den had fired but a very few Guns, and thoſe at a greater 
Diſtance than the Ramillies : *twas about half an Hour after 


Three 
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Three when the Namillies filled and made fail; the Foreſail, it 
Jib, and Stay-ſails, I think, at that very time; and at Four, Mt 
a Signal was made for the Cheſterfield to lie by the Intrepid, W's 
as by that time the Revenge, Princeſs Louiſa, and Trident, 
were recovering their Stations in the Line ahead of the Ad. hc 
miral, who had then his Courſes, Topſails, Jib, and Stay- = | 
fails: I think it was juſt then I ſaw the Mainſail was ſet, it he 
might have been ſet before, but it was then only I obſerved it 
The Intrepide being then got clear of the Line, the Deptford | BR 
then ſaw ſhifting her Pendant to the Foretopmaſthead, and 
Hoiſting a red Enſign, and crowding Sail, ſeeming to me to 7 
be ſtanding for the /ntrepide's Station in the Line. About Five, 
the whole firing ceaſed ; I then ſaw the Buckingham with her 
Maintopſail-yard down, I think her Foretopgallantſail and 
Spritfail ſet ; the Lancaſter and Portland then at ſome Diſtance | 
from the Buckingham ; the Captain rather upon the Bucking 
hams Weather Quarter, but a-ſtern withal ; and the Defiance FR , 
cloſe upon the Captain's Weather Quarter; the Defiance be- 
fore that had ſeemed to me diſabled in her Sails and Rigging, 
which I imagined was the Occaſion of her dropping aſter, 
and being out of her Station; the French fourth or fifth Ship 
from the Van ſeemed to me to have bore up from the Fire of | 
our Ships in the Van, and very ſoon afterwards the three head- 
moſt of the Enemy, but none of them appeared to me to | 
be diſabled ; ſo that whether it was to avoid the Action, or 
by a Signal from their Commander in Chief, I know not; 1 
ſhould rather imagine the latter, as I had not obſerved any 
ſuch cloſe Engagement to oblige Ships of their ſeeming Force 
to avoid an Action, which I imagined that they had in their Þ 
Power to avoid from the Beginning, by outſailing the Ships |, © 
of our Fleet, as well as I could obſerve, when our Ships had 
more Sail ſet than what I obſerved the Enemy's to have; the 5a 


2 3 28 


French Admiral with the reſt of the Ships were then edging . 
down, with their Topſails and Foreſails, to cloſe their Van; * 


and tho? I obſerved, that the Rear of our Fleet cloſed the 
Van very faſt (then much diſordered) that yet they did not {MF 
appear to me to gain any thing of the Enemy. A little after 
Five, our Rear had cloſed the Van, that is, when I ſay the i | 
Van, I mean the Buckingham, Captain, and Defiance; the 


| Lancaſter and Portland being then at a conſiderable Diſtance: | = 
about thirty Minutes after Five, the Signal was made for 1 
bringing to; and a little before Six, the Signal was made to ne 
fill and ſtand on: the Intrepide and Cheſterfield were then a 8 


conſiderable Way aſtern, and upon the Weather * 
withal. 


Fial. At twenty Minutes after Six, the Signal was made 
Peak, and for the ſhips that led before upon the Larboard 


ur . | | 
id Tack, to continue to lead upon the Starboard; and at Seven, 
nt ie Signal for the Line was hauled down. I then ceaſed to re- 
Ad. eat the Signals, and went on board the Admiral, to receive 
ay- Wis further Commands: this is all that I in general know of 
it: It being Four o'Clock, the Court adjourned till To-morrow 
Wl | Morning, Nine o' Clock. 9 
and | 13 3 
e UE S DAT, 4th of F ANUARY, 1757. 
ber H E Courtenet according to Adjournment. Priſoner 
and brought in; and Audience admitted. 95 
g- The honourable Captain Hervey called in again. 
ance 5 ER „ BEN 
be. The Examination of the Witneſs of Yeſterday read: Up- 
ng. In reading the following Words, 2 
3 „Which I take to be owing to the Ships in the Van not 
3 


having obſerved the Signal before for leading large, which 
BS was made by the Admiral, and which I repeated about 
One.? | | | 27 0 | 

The Witneſs obſerved, That if he Yeſterday ſaid One 
Clock, it was a Miſtake ; becauſe by the Minutes which 
Sc took at the time, it appears that that Signal was made at 
ty eight Minutes after One: and therefore, inſtead of a- 
out One, he ſhould have ſaid, about Two o' Clock; and 


rce | 
\cir efired to be ſo underſtood. j 


2 2. * You'l pleaſe to acquaint the Court of the Situation of 
e French Fleet, at the Time the Signal was made for en- 


aging. | | f 
ing A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, the French Fleet 
n: ere then twelve Sail in a Line, lying with their Main- top 

„Falls to the Maſt, their Heads in the North Weſt Quarter, 


Ml think, s 


* 4 


2 What was its Situation at the Time our Van began: 


o engage; and what Diſtance was our Van from their Yan, 
Ind our Rear from their Rear? 1 FS 
A. I think their Situation was much the ſame as I have men- 


joned before. I have already ſaid, that I was more particu- 


to arly attentive at that Time to the Admiral and Commander 
n chief, whoſe Signals I repeated, as well as the Service I was 
ter Preparing for, of fitting my Ship for a FireQup, and _ 


*. Preſident, -. 


2 


\ 


Yo). 


fore if I am not as minute as I could wiſh to be, from ml 
then Situation, I beg it may be attributed to that: As I wy 
then abreaſt of our Admiral, I can't be a Judge of the vl > 
tance between either the two Vans or the two Rears. 
Did you ever ſee the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion, er ; | 
gaped as cloſe to the Rear of the Enemy, as the Van of 0 1 
Fleet was with the Van of the Enemy? 7 
A. As I have ſaid, I was not a Judge of the Diſtance iv - 
tween either of the Vans or either of the Rears; z it is in 
ſſible for me to anſwer to that Queſtion with that Certain 35 
which is requiſite to a Fact. 7 
Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Ene? 
my, with Reſpect to the Admiral's Divison, then in tw 
Rear, ſuch as would enable the Rear to have engaged a. 
proper Diſtance ? : 
A. T imagine that the Wind, Weather, and the Sitvatin 5 
of the Enemy's Rear, was ſuch as would have permitted oi 
Rear to have engaged, had there been no Obſtacle or Impeini 
ment. : 
©. What Obſtacle or Impediment 1 was there? £ 
A. That appears to me a Matter of Opinion; which 
when the Facts are ſtated to the Court, they will be the bei 
Judge of : As I was not in the Line, I cannot ſpeak poſitive) : 
to the Obſtacle only from Appearances, in which my Jud 
ment may not be clear. ; 
O. Did the Ships in the Rear make al the Sail they cou 
to cloſe the Enemy's Rear, from the Time the Signal wa 
made to engage, till the Van of the Enemy bore awey fron 
our Van? 
Al. I really do not recolleth very- particularly what Sail the 
Ships in the Rear had ſet; I think, as I ſaid before, the A. 
miral's Ship, which my Eye was principally upon, had Toy 
Sails and Fore Sail. 
What was the moſt Sail that you obſerved our Reir v 
have ſet, till the French Van bore away ? 
As. I really cannot recolle& what Sail they had ſet between 
that Time and the French Van's bearing away; or whether 
there was more Sail ſet, or leſs Sail ſet, ſpeaking of the Bod 
of the Rear. 
Q. Does not your Log take Notice of the Sail ſet bj 
the Admiral? 
A. No, Mine does not. 
QD. * You have ſaid before, your Eye; was particularly pn 
the Admiral; did you repeat mw Signals from the Admin 
during the Action? 4M 


* Moor. 


8 


BW. 
* 1 
4% . 
*, 
* . 
— 
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f F 1 
A. All that I ſaw made. 
ing made for Battle ? 


A. I repeated the Signal to engage, at twenty Minutes 
after Two—At forty three Minutes after Two, I repeated 


the Signal for the Deptford to quit the Line At ten Minutes 


after Three, I repeated the Signal for the Van to fill and 
ſtand on—At eighteen Minutes after Three, or thereabouts, 


: I repeated the Signal for the Rear of the Fleet to fill and 


cloſe the Line At Four, I repeated the Cullader's Signal; 


BY her Pendant was then thrown out, the Signal for ſpeaking 


with her And a little after Four, I repeated the Signal for 
the Cheſter field to lie by the Intrepid At half an Hour after 
Five, I repeated the Signal to bring to- Ard about Six, to 
fill and ſtand on And at twenty Minutes after Six, a Signal 
for the Van of the Fleet to tack firſt, and thoſe Ships which 
led on the Larboard Tack to lead on the Starboard. .. Thoſe 
are all the Signals I ES. | 

Q. Did you ever Tee a 2 on board the Ramilli for a 
cloſer Sy er * 

A. No, I neyer did ſee any; nor never was told that any 
was made, by the Officers of my own Shi 

Q. Now it appears, that from twenty e after Twoz 


ö | to twenty Minutes after Six, ' you obferved the Admiral's Sig- 


nals very diſtinctiy; 5 what Was the moſt Sail he had ſet during 
that Time? 

A. Sometimes thoſe Signals were thewn' to me by my Of- 
ficers, ſometimes diſcovered by myſelf. The moſt Sail I res 
member to have ſeen the Ramillies had ſet between the Time 
of twenty Minutes after T'wo, and twenty Minutes after Six, 
was Top Sails, Courſes, Jib, and Stay Sails. 


Q. Though your Officers might inform you of ſome Sig- 


nals being made, did you ever repeat them without — the 


Sinals yourſelf ? 


A. Moſt certainly not. 
Q. When the Admiral had his Courſes, Jib, and Stay 


Sails ſet, was the Weather ſuch as would admit of ſetting 


Top- galant Sails? 


A. The Weather was ſuch as would admit of Top-gallant 


vails being ſet; but I am no Judge how proper it would have 


been to ſet them, 


Q. Could our Rear have carried all their Sail from the 
Time the Van began to engage, till the Van of the bn OY 


bore away ? 
A. The Weather would have admitted of 1 | 
F Q. What 
* Pr 2 hut 


Q. What were they, from the Time of the Signals 1 
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ere Bowls went f. 
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Q. What Length of Time was the Van of our Fleet en- 
gaged, from the Beginning of the Action till the Van of the 8 


Enemy bore away!; 

A. I cannct recollect exactly the Tie, but I believe it 
might be about Half an Hour, or Three Quarters of an Hour; 
it may be more, for I can't tell exactly when the French Van 2 
bore away; I ſaw them bearing away, but am not ſure I ob- 
ſerved them when they began to do fo. 9 

Q. You have ſaid, that ſoon after the French Van began 
to fire, the Firin became general, except from two or three 
of the ſternmoſt nige of the Enemy; and that they ſeemed ³ 
to you to reſerve their Fire for the Admiral, who was then 
going down upon them; why do you think they reſerved + 3 
their Fire for the Admiral? =; 
A. What mean by general, was general in the Enemy's #8 
Line; and my Reaſons for believing the three ſternmoſt Ships | 
Teſerved their Fire for the Ramillies were, then ſeeing tbe 
Ramillies coming down upon them, and that I ſhould im- 
gine the cloſer they found her, the more Effect their Fire 
would have. E 

Q. Under. what Sail was the Remillies at that? Time ? 

A. To the beſt of my Recollection, Topſails and Foreſail. | 

Q. You have ſaid, That about fifty Minutes after Two, 
the Ramillies began to fire, having before that received the 
Fire of the three ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy for about ten 
or twelve Minutes, in which Time you obſerved ſeveral of 
the Enemy's Shot fall betwixt you and the Ramzllies : Pray BY 
how was your Ship ſituated with reſpe& to the Admiral's Ship | 
and the Enemy ? Was you then ahead, altern, or abreaſt 
of him ? 

A. I was then about a Mile from the . and by | 
her bearing down ſlanting upon the Enemy, he had brought 
me upon her Weather Quarter. | 

Q You have ſaid, That about Three, you ſaw the Re- 
venge, Princeſs Louiſa, and Trident, all three with their 
Topſails aback, and remember to have ſaid on Deck, that 
the quick Motion of the Intrepide, of bearing down right Þ 
before the Wind, was the Occaſion of her being raked, and \s 
loſing her F oretopmaſt: Do not you think, that if the Ad. 5 
miral, and the whole Rear Diviſion, had bore down before +} 
the Wind with all their Sails ſet, or if they had laſked down 
under all, that they might have by proper Management left 
the Intrepide to Windward and ſtern, and cloſed with the 


Enemy properly ? 
2 A. My 


285 N N : $44 * Nec or FF 2 
2 * ene * K 8 4 * We " BS op; * HD 
a (3 2 3 728 [xd * SN x . {I 3 2 
L oP ERIC WW - „ Ya 
+ 7 N 1 Fo 2 r — 5 3 n 2 


5 1 K ws 


— 528 


[ 83 ] 


A. My having ſaid, that the Revenge, Princeſs Louiſa, 


and Trident, being aback, and the Intrepide's loſing her 
Foretopmaſt, is a Fact that appeared to me occaſioned by the 
Intrepide's bearing down and being raked; but I apprehend, 


my thinking whethef the Admiral and his whole Diviſion had 


bore down with all their Sails ſet, is Matter of Opinion, 
which I by no Means am capable of giving to this Court, who 
are ſo much better Judges than myſelf. 


Q. You have faid, the Admiral was engaged with the 


Enemy at the Time you ſaw the Intrepide and the three Ships 


aſtern of her aback : What Diſtance do you judge the Ad- 


miral was then from the Enemy—the Ship he was engaged 
with? And what Sail had he then ſet ? | 


A. I really cannot judge of the Diſtance between the Ad- 


miral and the Enemy's Ship ſo exact as to ſpeak it as a Fact; 
and the Smoke the Ramillies was then in, would not let me 
ſee whether there was any Sail ſhotten'd at that Time: as I 
mentioned before, ſhe was going down under her Topſails 
and Foreſail ; but I don't know whether ſhe had hauled het 


Foreſail up upon firing, or not. 


Q. You have ſaid, that the Prench Fleet had it in their 


Power to avoid coming to an Action from the Beginning, by 
out-ſailing ours: Pray tell the Court how long they put it in 


the Power of our Fleet to try Sailing with them ? 


A. My judging of their outſailing our Fleet was, becauſe 


when the Admiral's Divition was cloſing the Van of our 


Fleet, the Admiral had then his Courſes, Topſails, Gib, 
and Stayſails ſet; and I obſerved, in the Space between the 
Buckingham and the Rear, the French Rear, under their 
Topſails and Foreſails, rather opened than were ſhut in by 
the Admiral's Diviſion ; by which it was plain to me, had the 
French had the ſame Sail, they muſt have very much more 
out-{ailed them. _ 

Q. You have faid, while our Van was engaged with the 
Enemy, that the Rear went away laſking; and that you 
think it was not the Force of our Van that drove their Van 
away, but rather, that their Admiral called them away by 
Signal : Pray do you think it would have been prudent in the 
Commander of our Van to have gone nearer the Enemy, 
Ul ſuch Time as the Rear were as near to the Enemy's 
Rear, as our Van was to their Van ? 


A. My Reaſons for imagining the Enemy was not drove 


away by the Force of our Fire were, my not ſeeing any one 
Ship of the Enemy diſabled ; and, as I looked at the French 
Admiral, I obſerved a Flag upon one of his Maintop Gallant- 
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1 
lifts, and another upon one of his Foretop-Gallant-liffs ; but 
how far it would be prudent in the Commander of our Van 
to have gone nearer, is a Matter of Opinion, not of 


Fact. 


Q. Don't you think, that if our Van had come to a 


cloſer Engagement, it might have been cut off by the Rear | 


of the French, conſidering the Diſtance there was towards 
the Concluſion of the Action between our Van and Rear, if 


the Enemy had hauled the Wind ? 
A. I look upon that to be Matter of Opinion, which from 


Facts will appear beſt to this Court. 


As you have been very exact in Time, and as you ſay, 
that ſoon after the Van began to engage, the Fire became 
general from the Enemy's Line; Pray what Diſtance of 
Time was it between our Van being engaged, and the Fire 
becoming general ? El | 

A. I think about a Quarter of an Hour. 1 
Q. You have ſaid, that when the Signal was made fo 


Battle, ſome of our Fleet bore away rather more than others; 
pray, what Ships were they that edged the moſt away, and 
what Difference might there be between the Steering 
of thoſe, and of the others which did not bear away ſo 


much * | 
A. The Ships that appeared to me to bear moſt away were 


the Lancaſter and Buckingham, the Intrepide and Revenge, 
and the Ramillies; I cannot diſtinguiſh as to the Points they 


varied, becauſe I did not ſet the Lines either of them ſteered; 
I judged, by ſeeing more of the Sterns and leſs of the Broad- 


ſides of ſome thai of others. 


Q. You have ſaid, that the Enemy lay in a Line of Bat- 
tle with their Main-top Sails to the Maſt, and that the Ra- 
millies was one of thoſe Ships you ſaw bear down more than 
any of the Ships you have not named ; can you give any Rea- 
ſon why our Van was engaged with the Enemy's Van a 


Quarter of an Hour, or thereabouts, before the Ramillies 


was engaged ? | 

A. I did not ſay they were lying to; I only ſaid they were 
lying with their Main-top Sails to the Maſt, when they might 
have Steerage-way. And when I faid that the Enemy was 
lying with their Main-top Sails to the Maſt when the Signal 
was made to engage, I meant that the Buckingham and 
Lancaſter appeared to me to bear up more than the Defiance, 


Portland, or Captain That the [ntrepide and Revenge ap- 


peared to me to bear up more than the Captain, Princeſs 
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Loni, or Trident; and that the Ramillies appeared to me 
to have bore up more than the Trident, or Culloden, or 
Kingſton: And J judge that the Occaſion of the Van being 
engaged about a Quarter of an Hour before the Ramillies, 
mizht have been, either from a greater Diſtance hetween 
the two Rears than between two Vans, when the Signal was 
made to engage, or retarded by the Ramillies's reſerving her 
Fire till ſhe came as cloſe to the Enemy as the Commander 
in Chief thought proper to engage. 

Q. When the Signal was made for Battle, did every Ship 
in both Diviſions of the Engliſh Fleet bear down and attack 
the Ship of the Enemy ſhe was oppoſed to, at a proper Diſ- 
tance to engage? And, to the belt of your Knowledge, de- 
clare to the Court what Ve did lo, and what Ships did 
not ? s 

A. * When the Signal was made to engage, I have already 
ſaid what Ships appeared to me to bear down moſt at that 
Time; the reſt may have bore up when they obſerved the 
Signal and the Courſe ſhaped by the Centre of the Fleet, or 
by the Admiral commanding in Chief; and to me appeared 
to be going down to attack the reſpective Ships that fell to 
their Lot; but T cannot judge as to the Diſtance they 


placed themſelves at. 


Q. Was you exactly abreaſt of the Admiral when he made 


the Signal to engage? 
A. I was rather a little upon his Weather or Larboard 


Quarter, becauſe he had bore up a little upon the Signal's 
being made to lead large. When I fay a little, I can't judge 
of a Point more or leſs that the Ramillies ſteered: To the 
beſt of my Recollection, I was then lying with my Top- 
ſails upon the Cap: My Situation varied at diffecent Times 
of the Action, as I remember bearing down two or aca 
Times to cloſe the Admiral. | 

Q. + How many Points abaft the Bead do you think you 
was at that Time? 

A. I do not recollect. 


Q. How was the Wind then ? 
A. To the beſt of my Remembrance it was about South 


Weſt and by Weſt, or Welt South Weſt ; I cannot exactly 
tc! to a Point. 


Q. || Did you, about this Ti ime, ſet by the Compaſs the 


= ee Ships in the Ene; my's Rear, or any oi the Enemy's 
oP | 
A. No, 1 did not. 
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Q. Did there appear any more Impediment to the Rear 8 
bearing away as the arts did, than the Intrepide had in 
doing fo? 


A. Certainly ; becauſe the Signal for the Line of Battle 


ahead was then out at half a Cable's Length diſtant aſunder. 


Q. How far was our Rear from the Rear of the Enemy 
when the Signal was made for Battle ? 

A. I believe if the Minutes of the Court are looked into, 
it will appear that I have more than three or four Times ſaid 
that I cannot judge of the Diſtance. 

. Were they within Gun-ſhot when the Signal was made 
for Action ? 

A. I ſhould judge not, by the Eye, at that Time. 

Q. Then how is it poſhble, as the Enemy was to Lee- 


ward, for the Line of Battle ahead to be obſerved, and the | 


Signal for Action at the ſame Time? 

A. That is impoſſible for me as an "FIR to F acts to 
Anſwer; the Court will be the beſt Judge. 

Q. You have ſaid, that you cada that the . 
Van might go off by Signal, tor that you obſerved about that 
Time that there were two Signals out on board the French 
Admiral ; and you have likewiſe ſaid, that you ſaw the 
French bearing up, but did not obſerve when they firſt began 
to bear up; might not thoſe Signals be, to call them back, 
inſtead of directing them to go off? 

A. They certainly might be either. 

Q. * Had the French Fleet ever ſhewn any Inclination to 
avoid giving our Ships Battle ? 

A. Had they continued to have Jain with their Main- -top 
Sails to the Maſt, if I may give a Matter of Opinion, I be- 
lieve they would have been very cloſely engaged. 

Q. Then how long did they lye with their IP Sails 
to the Maſt ? | 

A. Very ſoon after T obſerved the Rear, I mean the Ra- 
millies and the Ships ahead of her begin their Fire; as the 
Enemy's Smoke and theirs cleared away, I obſerved the 
Fren: had filled tacir Top- ſails; I cannot ſay as to every 
one of them, but the Ships in the Enemy's Line that ſtruck 
my Eye at that Time; ſo, | ſuppoſe, from that, the whole 


Line had. 


Q. f You have ſaid, that the Impediment to the Ships in 
the Rear putting before the Wind, as the Intrefide did, was 
the commanding Officer having the Signal out for the Line 
of Battie anc. you have alſo ſaid, that the Signal for 
Battle was ad a out twenty Minutes after two; 8 out 
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Ships aſtern of the leading Ship had, in Obedience to the 
Sena for the Line of Battle, kept their Wind, to endeavour 
to reform the Line again, was there a Poſſibility in the re- 
maining Part of even the longeſt Summer's Day, to have re- 
formed the Line again, and brought the Enemy to Battle ? 

A. I believe there is an Article in the Inſtructions, that 
ſays, that when the Signal for the Line of Battle is made, 
every Ship ſhall bear down and engage the Enemy in the 


Order the Admiral has preſcribed ; and I think there is ano- 


ther Articie ſomewhere, that they are to take the Motions 
from the Centre, which I app means the Commander in 
Chief; it is alſo ſaid, that the Van of the Fleet ſhall ſteer 
with the Van of the Enemy ; ; and therefore I do not ſee how 


the Line of Battle ahead prevented their going down to en- 


gage the Enemy, according to the Signal made, and the 
Courſe the Admiral's Ship ſhaped down towards the Enemy. 

. You have ſaid, that the Admiral upon the Signal's be- 
ing 3 for Battle, * away more than ſome other Ships 
did; and that the Intrepide, Buckingham, and Lancaſter, 
bore away more than any of the other Ships; conſequently 
the Line of Battle was totally broke : did the Admiral by any 
Signal, or by any other Means you know of, ſhew any Diſ- 
like ro the breaking the Line of Battle for which the Signal 
was out ? 

A. 1 ſaid, that at the Time the Signal was made ſome Ships 
did bear up more than others, which I have particularly men- 


tioned ; the Time and appearing Diſtance was ſo ſhort, that 


D 


I did not look upon the Line to be broke by no Means, be- 


cauſe, at the Time I ſpoke of, had a Signal been immediately 


made to bring to, I believe the Fleet would have been found 
to be ina regular Line; for tho' the [ntrepide's quick Moti- 
on of bearing down before the Wind, the Pime could not be 
ſo long that the reſt of the Ships when they bore up could be 
then far out of their Stations: As this i> Matter of Opinion, 
Objects may vary from Situation, and therefore I do not pre- 

tend to aſcertain the Line's being broke, or not broke, bat 


from my own Opinion, 
Q. As the Signal for the Line of Battle being out is ſaid 


to be the Impediment to the Rear's going dawn; and as you 


ſeem to be of nn, that a Signal for bringing to wou, d 
have ſhewn the Ships to have been in a regular Line, was any 
ſuch Signal made to bring to? 

A. No; ; 1 only ſtared that to prove whv ] hongbt them 
in a Line; but, as this is all Matter of Oran may err in 


my Judgment of it. 
F 4 Q. Lou 
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Q.* You have ſaid you was very exact in your Obſervations 
on the Ramillies ; how long did ſhe bear down, from the 
Time of the Signal's being made for Battle? | 

A. The ſignal was made to engage at Twenty Minutes 
after Two, and then the Ramillies was bearing down on the 
Enemy ; and it was about Five Minutes after Three, when 
I ſaw her Topfails aback, with the Ships, as I have mention- 
ed before, in a Cluſter alead of her, and cloſe to her; and 


ſhe ſeemed to me, Nay in ſhort ſhe m_ bearing down till 


that Time. 

Q. You have ſaid, the Ramillies was going down anda 
her Foreſail and T oplails; at what Rate might you judge ſhe 
was going down? 

A, I don't recollect how the Wind was then as to Freſh- 
neſs, to judge of her Run. 

Q. Were the French Fleet lying with their Main-top Sails 
to the —_ nme, after the Engliſh Fleet had taCkt ? 

A. . 

Q. Did the Admiral then by 8 51 direct che Van of the 


Engliſb Fleet to ſteer for the Van of the Enemy, the Engliſh 


Rear for their Rear, and each _o for her oppoſite Ship in 
the Enemy's Line ? 
A. About Two, the Signal was made for leading large. 

Q. You have ſaid, that when the Signal for engaging was 
made, ſeveral Ships bore away more than others, did the 
Admiral by Signal order thoſe Ship, to fall into their Stations 
again, and ſteer as he did? 

A. I ſaw no ſuch Signal. 

Q. Did the Intrepide appear to you ſo much diſabled as 
not to be able to continue in her Station in the Line, by 


making all the Sail ſhe could ? 
A. dhe did. 


Q. On the Intrepide's appearing to be fo di ſabled, Was any 


Signal made for her to quit the Line ? 

A. Ich no ſuch Signal. 

Q. Upon the Intreſide's being Ab, did the Pede 
Ship ot the Admiral's Divition make Sail to cloſe with the 
Capt: n? 

A. The Revenge, which was the next Ship to che Cap- 
tain, et ihe Time I ſaw the Intrepide ſo diſabled was lying 
pretty near tie Iutrepides Lee-quarter, but rather aſtern 
withal, wich her Mzin and Fore-top Sails, I think, aback. 
+0. Vid the 7 dmiral make any Signal for the Revenge, 
Prin eſs Low ja, and Tr dent to make fail, and cloſe with the 
Captain ? X | A. There 
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A. There was no Signal made for the Rear to Gill and cloſe 
the Line, *till about Eighteen Minutes after Three, except- 
ing the Signal for the Van to fill and ſtand on, at Ten Mi- 
nutes after Three, and the Signal for the Fleet to brace to, at 
Five Minutes after Three. 

Q. What was the greateſt Diſtance you obſerved, dick 
on Action, of the headmoſt Ship of the English Rear from 

the ſternmoſt Ship of the Engliſb Van? 

1 A. I really cannot judge of the Diſtance of the Ships, in 
that Line, any otherwiſe than by the Time the Ships lay 
XZ aback, which was ſo ſhort a Time, that I ſhould not imagine 
the utmoſt could be above a Mile and a Half from the Re- 
verge to the Captain; but this is only Matter of Judgment, 
for I really cannot pretend to aſcertain the Diſtance. 
2. When you obſerved. the French Rear, in your Opinion, 
to vut-ſail the Engliſb Rear, did the Admiral make the Signal 

for his Rear to crowd al! the Sail they could, and each Ship 
to join and cloſe the Van as faſt as they could come up, with- 
27 Regard to the general Form and Order of Battle! ? 

. I'faw no ſuch Signal. 

8 What Flags were thoſe which you ſaw at the Main 

and Fore-top Gallant Lifts of the French Admiral? 
A. They were very ſmall; and to the beſt of my Re- 
membrance, one was half Blue, half White, from Corner 
to Corner; the other I don't remember. 
QQ You obſerved when the Admiral was bearing down, 
| that you believed that the three ſternmoſt Ships in the French 
Kecar reſerved their Fire for the Admiral; was the Situation 
ol his Seconds, the Culloden and Trident, ſuch as to have 
ſupported him had he gone nearer. 
| A. At the Time the Signal was made for Battle, the Cullo- 
den was not quite fo near the Admiral as J imagined the Sig- 
nal required, which was half a Cable's Length; but both 
: fac and the Trident very ſoon after got into their proper Sta- 
tions again, they were not much out of their Stations as Se- 
cond: at any Time. 

Q. Do you imagine by that, they were in ſuch a Situation 
as to ſupport the Admiral? 

A. With the Sail the Admiral was then under, they cer- 
95 could have gone down to have ſupported him. 

<2 You have ſaid, that your Top-ſails were on the Cap in 
| the Aalen how long might they be ſo; and did you ever 
e to, during the ſaid Action? If * did, how long did you 
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A. I varied my Poſition ſo often with that of the Admi- 
ral's, that I do not now recollect how long I lay with my 
Top-ſails upon the Cap; as J ſometimes lay to with them lo, 
ſometimes had them a Trip, and ſometimes bore away. 

. Did you preſerve the ſame Diſtance from the Ramillies, 
during the whole Action? 

A. IJ endeavouted to do it, as much as the Situadon and 
Circumſtances would admit, which was the Reaſon of thoſe 
different Motions; and I believe, I was pretty near the fame 
Diſtance from him to the End of the Action. 

. Do you know of any Attempt to open a Communi- 
cation with the Caftle of St. Philips, on the IT of ay, | 
the Day before the Action:? 

FA. 100. 

Was there any Diſpoſition made to land the General, 
Colonels, and other Officers on board the Fleet belonging to 
that Garriſon ? 

A. I myſelf was ordered ahead, with a Takes which I FX 
was to endeavour to land to General Blakeney, for which I FE 
have the Admiral's Orders, for that and other Services intend- F* 
ed I ſhould have executed, together with the Cheſter field and 
Dolphin, to whole Captains I alſo delivered Orders in Con- 
ſequence of the Admiral's 1 

The Witneſs delivered into Court, the original Orders from, 
Admiral Byng to him, dated the 19th of May, which was 
read, | 

Vide Copy of this Order in the Priſoner's De ſows, p; 16. 

What * your delivering that Letter to Gene- 
ral Blakeney ? "I 

A. A Signal to call in fall 88 being made, upon 
my having made a Signal for ſeeing a Fleet, when I had got BY 
cloſe up to the Laire of Mahon, where I was becalmed, and ba 
ſo near the Shore, which, in Conſequence of my Orders, 19 
was endeavouring to range, that ] was obliged to get my 
Boats, as well as one or two either from the | Cine/te? field 0 
Dolphin (I don't recolle& which) to tow me off from the 
Land, which was then, I believe, not twice the Length of 
my Ship from. x 
| (GE Do you think, if the Signal had not been * for 2 
calling in all Cruizers, you could have been able to have 
landed that Letter and delivered it ? 3 

A. Had not the Signal been made, I ſhould have done my 3 
utmoſt Endeavour, as well in Obedience to that Order, a 
to the very ſtrict verbal ones which I at the ſame Time re- 


ccived from the Admiral ſo to do, — 
Q 17 


ie. * If the Rear of our Fleet had all engaged as near as the 
* Van did with the Enemy, do = not think the Engliſb Fleet 


„ MY would have got a complete Victory over the Enemy, and 
thereby have had it in their Power to have relieved St, Phi- 

' BY is, and have prevented the Enemy from giving any Aſſiſt- 
X ance to their Troops on the Iſland ? op 

nd "2 A. The firſt Part of that Queſtion is a Matter of Opinion, 


fe founded upon the Event and Chance of Battle, where even 


"c FX two equal Fleets meet: The latter is founded on an Opini- _ 


on, which I have already declared my Sentiments of at a 


I FX Council of War: And both, as Opinions, I muſt ſubmit to 

„ FX this Court's better Judgment; as mine, I am ſure, can no 

ways influence theirs, whoſe Judgment and Experience in 

1 | the Service I ſhould rather let bias mine, than probably to 

> FF retain my own, as I muſt be diffident of my own when theirs 
0-3 comes in Competition. | g 


Q. From the 2oth of May, to the Time the Fleet made 
\ 7 3 fail for Gibraltar, was there any Attempt made, to your 
hl ZZ Knowledge, to know the Condition of St. Philip's Caſtle ? 
nd. A. No, from that Time I know of none. 3 
and I be Priſoner ſaid, he had no Queſtions now to aſk the 

Vitneſs, but might have Occaſion for him when he ſhould 

come upon his Defence. E . | 
The Court cleared, and in a little Time opened again. 


ne- Captain John Amherſt, late Commander of the Deptford 
1 Sworn, — 

pon 

got | | | 

_ Q. Where was your Ship ſtationed on the 20th of May, 

85 at the Time the Signal was made for engaging *? 

72 F A. In the Line of Battle, between the Culloden and Ring- 

on. | 

N 2. When the Signal was made for Battle that Day, did 

as every Ship in the Engliſß Fleet bear down to attack the Ene- 

for EZ my at a proper Diſtance for Action? And, to the beſt of 

xt your Knowledge, declare to the Court what Ships did fo, and 

Jave what Ships did not? | | 

65 A. I really don't know how to anſwer that Qeſtion; 

5 yy yes all bore down, but ſome of them never came into 
Action. | 


Q. Which 
* Broderich, 
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[92] 

Q. Which of them did come into Action, and which 
not. - 

A. The Ships in the Van to the Culloden were in Action; 
the Culloden fired ſome few Shot; the Deptford was ordered 
out of the Line before ſhe got down; 1 did not ſee the King- 

ton fire any. 

Q. Thoſe Ships which were in Ae, did they all, or did 
any of them engage at a proper Diſtance? | 

A. TI have no Reaſon to think but they engaged as s cloſe as 
they could get, | 

Q. What was the Situation of the Enemy at the Time 
our Van began to engage; and what Diſtance was our Van 
from their Van, and our Rear from their Rear? | 

A. They were lying with their Main-top ſails to the Maſt, 
in a Line of Battle ahead; as to aſcertain any particular Dit. 
tance I cannot, but the Van was nearer than the Rear. 

Q. Were the French to Windward or to Leeward of our 
Fleet ? 

A. To Leeward. 

Q. Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Enemy 
with Reſpect to the Admiral's Diviſion, then in the Rear, 


ſuch as would enable the Rear to have engaged the Enemy as 


near as the Van did? 


A The Weather was very good, and the Rear would have 


engaged, I apprehend, as near as the Van did, had the French 
laid to inſtead of going off. 

Q. How long did the French lye to, before thev made ſail? 

A; I don't recollect the Time; but my made fail preſently 
after Mr. Byng began to engage. 

Q. Did the Ships in our Rear make all the ſail they could 
to come to the ſame Diſtance from the Enemy as our Van 
was, from the Time the Signal was made to engage, 'till the 
Time the Enemy's Van bore away from our Van; 


A. They went down under their Top-ſails and Fore-fa: ils. 


Q. All, or part of them? 
A. L Jon? t recollect that; I believe there might be ſome- 


times a Fore: ſail hauled up, by ſome Ships ſailing better than 


others. 

Q. Could they have carried their Top-gallant- ails, and all 
their Sail, during that Time? 

. hey might. 


Q. Do 
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Qi. Do you then know of any Reaſon why they might not 
have got to a proper Diſtance from the Enemy, during the 
Time that the French Ships lay with their Main-top-ſails to 
the Maſt? * 1 | 

A. The Squadron, as I ſaid before, went down with their 
Fore-ſail and Top-fails; and would have been at a proper 
Diſtance, if the French had continued with the Main-top fail 
to the Maſt. | : 1 85 

Q. How long did the French lye with their Main-. top fail 
to the Maſt, after the Signal was made to engage? 

A. I believe it might be about an Hour and a quarter, as 
near as I can judge. : e 
20. Do not you then think that in that Time our Rear 
might have got cloſe to the Enemy, if they had ſet all their 
8 oil! 

A. I believe ſome might | 
Q. Which do you think could not? | 
A. I believe the Culloden could not; for the Ships ſailed 
different, and could not have kept a Line if they had carried 
all their Sail. | „ ; 

Q. How many Knots did yu Ship go at that Time? 

A. I don't know that the Log was hove. 

Q. Do you think then, that if the Admiral had ſhortened 
ſuch a Proportion of Sail as would have enabled the Cullogen, 
with all her Sail, to keep Company, there would not have been 
Time enough, during the Hour and quarter, which, you ſay, 
the French lay with their Main-top fails to the Maſt, for the 
whole Rear to have come to a cloſer Engagement, with the 
Wind then blowing! = _ „„ 

A. You will pleaſe to obſerve, that I was but a quarter of 
an Hour in the Line, after the Signal was made to engage, 

The Queſtian repeated, 55 Lo 
f A. I really can't ſay whether they could or could not have 
gone if, | 2 
Q. How many Knots do you think your Ship would have 
run, with the Wind then blowing, with all her Sails ſet, dur- 
ing that Hour and a Quarter? | 

A. I don't recollect. 7. | | 

Q. Have you not the leaſt Recollection, during that Hour 
and a quarter ? | Eo | 
= A. I can't judge, becauſe there was not a conſtant Wind; 
it did freſhen, but whether it was during that Hour and a 
= quarter I don't recollet. e 
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Do 


F. BH 
Q. Did the French Rear make Sail, before their Van bore 


away from our Van? 
A. No. | 
How long afterwards might it be? 

A. I don't recolled. 

Q. When you * the Line of Battle, whereabouts did 
you place your Ship? 

A. I hauled out 8 Windward of the Line, but immediately 
down'd Fore-ſail again and bore up to the King /ton, fearful 
that I was leading her wrong; after hailing her, I hauled my 

Wind again upon the Admiral's Quarter, and on ſeeing the 
Tntrepide's Fore-top-maſt gone, made Sail to ſuccour her, 
but brought to the Wind upon ſeeing a Boat coming from the 
Admiral, who brought me Orders to aſſiſt the "Intrepide 
which was diſabled. | 

At the Time when you was upon the Admiral's Quar- 
ter, could you judge what Diſtance the Admiral was from the 

nnn 

A. No; but the Ships went down in a Line; but I could 
not ſee the Van at that Time, for they were firing. 

2 Was the Admiral engaged at that Time? 

It was preſently after, I think. 

Q While our Rear was going down, and the French Rear 
lay with their Main-top-ſails to the Maſt, were their Fore- 

ſails then ſet, or their Mizens hauled out? 

A. Neither, I think. - 
* You was aſked, which of our Fleet did come into Ac- Þ* 
tion, and which not: and your Anſwer was, The Ships in 
the Van to the Culloden were in Action; the Culloden fired 
ſome Shot; was the Culloden then in her Station according to 
the Line of Battle, which was out for half a Cable's length 
one Ship from another? 
A. She was as far to Leeward, but appeared to me to be 
at a farther Diſtance than half a Cable s Length from the Ad. | 
miral. | 

Q. At that Time, when you ſaw the Culloden fire ſome 
Shot, did you ſee the three ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy” y's Rear! 

A. No; only two of them. 

At what Diſtance might ſhe be from them ? 

A. The Shot ſeemed to go above half way; both ſhe and 
the Frenchmen too fired, and their Shot fell ſhort. 

Q. You ſay the Cuileden was at this Time as far to Le- 
ward as the Rarmillies; what Diſtance do you judge fhe was 
then from the Ramullies 


bo 


A. 1 can't 
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A. I can't aſcertain the Diſtance. 
Q. Was ſhe one, two, three, or four Cable's Lengths ? 
A. I can't aſcertain the Diſtance, for the Ramullies was then 


"2 juſt come to Ac tion, I think. 


When the Admiral made the Signal to engage, and 
edged down toward> the Enemy, I think you have ſaid, that 
the Ramillies had her Fore-ſail and Topꝰ- ſails ſet ; did 1 it oblige 


4 _ Culloden to carry more Sail than that? 


I don't recollect what Sail the Culloden had. 
* Atthe Time you have mentioned the Culladen's firing 


: | ſome few Shot, you ſay you ſaw two of the Rear Ships of the 
ES Enemy's Rear; pray what Sail had they? 


A. They were lying to, with their Main-top fails to the 


Q. With or without their Fore-ſail ? 
A. Without their Fore-ſail being ſet. 
Did you at that Time ſee any of the Enemy's Line a- 


head of theſe two Ships? 


A. I think not at that Time. 

Q. Did you ſoon after, or ſoon before? 

A. T'was not long before, and after, that I ſaw them. 

Q. Then at thole Times that you did ſee them, ſoon be- 
fore, and ſoon after, were they in or near a Line with their 
two Rear Ships? 

A. Before, they were in a Line; after FE Smoke of the 


| 2 Ramillies and Shi ps engaging blew off, the ſecond Ship in the 
© Rear was bore up, and the ſternmoſt at ſome Diſtance from 


the third. 

Q. Where was the Situation of your Ship then ? 

A. + At that Time I was ahead of the Admiral, and to 
windward withal. | 

Q. If you was to . did not the Smoke blow off, 


and could you not diſtinguiſh the Ramillies? 


A. The whole Time ſhe was Rein I could not diſtinguiſh 


Q. What was our Fleet doing when the Signal was made 


for you to quit the Line? 


A. The Van was in Action, and the Rear running down. 
Q. t Did the Culloden or the Ramillies fire firſt? 
A. The Ramillies. 
2. || Did you ſee, during the Action, a Signal for a cloſer 
Engagement on board the 1 
A. No. 
% When the Intrepide was diſabled, did the Revenge, 
| an 
* Moor, + Hollourn. + Moor: | Boyce 9 Simcoe, 
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and the Ships aſtern, make Sail immediately to cloſe with and I 

engage the Ships next aſtern of the Ship in the French Line 'Y 
which engaged the Captain? 2 

A. No. 3 

Q. The firſt Time you ſaw the Intrepide after ſhe wa 
Ciſabled, what was then the Pofition of the headmoſt Ships of | 

a the Rear! 7 ; 

| A. The #cvence was on her Starboard Quarter, J think, 

with her Main- top Sail to the Maſt; the Louiſa, Trident, and | 

Ramuillies, ma Cluſter; but I don t recollect whether they - 

had their Main-top Sail only, or all their Topſails aback. 1 

Q. Did the Admiral make any Signal for thoſe Ships to 

fill, make Sail, and cloſe with the Van? | 1 

A. As ſoon as the Ramillies was clear of thoſe Ships, ſhe 

made Sail; but I cannot recollect whether the Signal was mad: 

OT nor. - 

. Did you ſee the French Rear fs at the Engliſh Van, a: 

they {ot ahead! ? : 

A. Yes, I ſaw ſome firing from the Body of the French 5 

Fleet, as ow ſhot up at a Diſtance. ” 
Q. What Sail had the Admiral and the * Rear ſet, BY 

when you ſaw that Firing ? | 

A. I dont recollect at that Time. 


tt being paſt Four 9'Clock, the Court 1 till Te | 
myrrow Morning Nine Clock. | 1 


« Wedneſday, 5th January, 1757. 


HE Court met according to . Prifoner 
* in, and Audience admitted. | — Y 


Mitneſſes called. 


Liewenant Peter Foulkes, late of the Phoenix, Sworn. i 


Q. Where was you quartered, on the 20th of May on board i 
the Phoenix? | - 
A. Sometimes upon the deck, ſometimes below. 4 
Q. When was the Signal made for Battle by Admiral Byng =. 
on that Day ?  & 
A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, about thirty Minute: 
after two. 


Q. Give an Account to the Court of the eren | 
0 


* OS7mncoes 


„ EOF] 
ings of the two Squadrons from that Time till the Action 
was over, as far as you know. Ws 3 
A. As I was ordered by my Captain to have all Things 
In readineſs fitting as a Fire- ſhip, I was chiefly below; and 
8 what was done in regard to the Fleet, I really can't ſay. 
= Q. * Did you ſee a Signal out on board the Admiral for a 
cloſer Engagement? * 
HA. I did not; but there were ſeveral Signals made from 
our Ship in Anſwer to them made by the Ramillies; but I 
can't recollect I ſaw any. Z 
Q + You ſaid, you was ſometimes upon Deck; did you 
make no Obſervations of what paſſed in the Fleet at thoſe 
imes? . 


, ſhe f A. None as I took down or can remember. 
nade The Priſoner ſaying he had no Queſtions to aſk the Wit- 


2 neſs, he was told that he might not give himſelf the Trouble 
Ef any farther Attendance. | 
"I Witneſs withdrew. 


4 aptain William Lloyd, late of the Cheſterfield, 
1 Sworn. 


3 Q. t Where was your Ship ſtationed on the 20th of May, 
guring the Action between the Engliſh and French Fleets * 
i A. Abreaſt of the Culloden. 
1 2 What Time was the Signal made for Battle that 
= rl 1 
A. At twelve o' Clock the Officers took an Obſervation, 
nd we all ſet our Watches, and I put mine upon the 
4 innacle the whole Time; and therefore I can anſwer to 
E Minute, from that 'Time, to Signals, as I took them down 
pon the Spot by my Watch; and the Signal for Battle was 
. ade at twenty Minutes after Two in the Afternoon. | 
ie the Court an Account what Signals you ſaw made 
Witer that Time. | 
A. thirty five Minutes after two, the Signal was made 
=” the Deptford to quit the Line---Fifty five Minutes 
Byng i Two, the Rear Admiral made the Signal for a cloſer 
I 22gement=--Thirty five Minutes after Three, the Ad- 
wtcs ral made the Signal for the Van to fill and ſtand on.---- 
o Minutes before Four, the Admiral made the Signal 
ings Þ or the Rear of the Fleet to make more Sail---At Four, 
of e Culloden's Pendant was let fly---At a Quarter after 
1 8 = Four, 
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Four, the Admiral made the Cheſterfield's Signal to lie by 
the Intrepide. Upon which I bore away down to her. | 
Theſe are all the Signals I obſerved made, after the Signal wa 9 
made to engage. After I lay with the Intrepide, I ſaw no Signal 
whatever, nor know nothing of the Proceedings of the Fleet, 
except ſeeing both Fleets ſtanding on when I left them. 9 
Q. Give an Account of the Proceedings of the two Fleet, 
between the Time of the Signal being made to engage, 
and the Time of your going down to the [ntrepide, as fr 
as you obſerved. | : | : = 
"4 When the Signal was made to engage, the Van Di. 
viſion of the Fleet appeared to me as if they bore befor 
the Wind; and the Rear, that is the Admiral's Diviſion, 
went down with the Wind, as near as I could perceive, 23 
Point abaft the Beam. At thirty four Minutes paſt two, the 
French began to fire at our Van as they were bearing down; 
and their Fire quickly ran from Ship to Skip almoſt 0 
their Rear: I don't know exactly where it ſtopt, there be. 
ing a Fleet between me and them. The Enemy continued 
firing ſome Time before any of our Ships returned their Fire: 
When our Ships in the Van engaged, the Smoke was , 
thick that I could not perceive the leaſt Part of them, except 
ing at five Minutes before Three, they called from forward 
that they could perceive the Rear Admiral, and upon my 
looking, I ſaw the Signal flying on board him tor a close 
Engagement; and that was the only Time during the Action 
that I had any Sight of the Van, meaning the five headmoſ 
Ships. I believe it might be about five Minutes after ou, 
Ships began to fire, and not more, the Intrepide's Fore-to 
Maſt was ſhot away; and ſo little did we know who ſj 
was, in the Smoke, that my Ship's Company gave three Cheat 
taking it for an Enemy's Ship. About three o'Clock (M 


ſpeak this by Recollection only, as to Time) I ſaw tit | 
Enemy's Shot fall over the Ramillies on the Larboail | 
Side. The Admiral engaged that Ship that fired at hin 
I think it was the Third, but am not certain: Soon aft; 
the Admiral hauled up his Foreſail, and threw his Top- t 
a-back ; at which Time I thought the Ramillies and Trill | 
dent were foul of each other. The Trident appeared to be und 
her Lee Bow, and appeared to me as if on board each oth" \ 
I believe it might be about twenty Minutes after Three th \ 
the Trident went to Leeward and ahead of the Lou!" * 
When the Smoak cleared up from the Ramillies, after ht N 
11 


firing, I was ſome Time looking for the Ship ſhe ha 
fired at, as ſhe had bore away in the Smoke, and ſaw her WY 
| 7p Mint 
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> by ning to Leeward of the French Admiral; and I likewiſe ſaw 
her, the French Admiral fire many Guns at her. When I came 
Was along ſide the Intrepide, her Main-top Maſt went over the 
gnal Side, and the Ship's Maſts and Rigging were quite a Wreck. 
leet, took her in tow immediately, and ſtood to the North 

North Weſt. She then made no Sail but her Fore:ſail, 
etz, which ſhe was obliged to haul up for want of After-ſail, or 
age, elſe I could not tow her. I continued ſtanding off with her, 
s fa and ſaw nothing of the Fleet next Morning, and did not join 

them again till the 22d, at Eight in the Evening, (the 23d 
D. by the Log.) -W OR 
for Q In what Poſition was the French Fleet, at the Time 
fron, our Van began to engage? 
ie, 1 A. They were ina Line ahead of each other, with the 
the Main-tops Sails ſquare; but I believe they had Head-way, 
wn; becauſe I never perceived that they came to or fell off. | 
ot to Q. How long might they continue in that Poſition ? 
e be- A. The firſt Alteration that I could jee was, at or about 
inuel Four o' Clock they filled their Main- top Sails and ſet their 
ire: Fore-ſails. | „ 


41 c 4 Q. Was there Wind enough, during the Time they lay 
with their Main- top Sails ſquare, to have brought the Rear 


cept- 

. of our Fleet to a cloſe Engagement, had they bore down as 
um the Van did, and ſet all their Sail? | 

closet A. I can't ſay what the Diſtance was between the Engliſh 


and French Fleets, and therefore can be no Judge whether 
there was Time to carry them down or not: it is a Queſtion 
I cannot take upon me to anſwer. 


Q. * Was the Admiral and the Rear of our Fleet down, 


e-tof- 

0 f = when they engaged, as near to the Enemy as the Van was, 
heat when they engaged? f 

ck (Þ A. No, I don't think they were ;ythe Van was nearer to 
vs ths the Enemy when they engaged, than the Rear was when 
boa they engaged. ay 5 | 

t hin Q. The Queſtion before the laſt repeated. | 


afte A. Provided the French had continued lying to, to receive 

p-slf them, no Doubt but they would have got down, as Ships to 

d Ju Windward can always get down to Ships to Leeward. 

undd . O. You have already ſaid, that the French Fleet, on our 
Van going down, lay with their Main-top Sails to the 


e tu Maſt, and continued ſo *till about Four o' Clock, which is 


Loui as long as from Thirty Four Minutes after Two *till Four, 
er he when you ſaw them ſetting their Fore-fail ; tell the Court, 
ze hi Was there Wind enough during that Time te have brought 
er ru; ; G 2 on Cs | Our 
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pur Rear as near the Rear of the Enemy as the Van was, 
they had ſet all their Sail ? ED. 

A. Yes, I believe they might, provided the French conti. 
nued lying to during that whole Time, and our Rear had 
crowded more Sail. Re, „„ 

Q. What Sail did the Rear of our Fleet make, from the 
Beginning of the Action *till Four o'Clock ? 

4 2 Top-ſails and Fore-ſail, to the beſt of my Knoy-. 
edge. | „ | 

Q. Did the Admiral and the Rear continue with their 
Top-ſails and Fore-ſails ſet, from the Time they bore away 
to the Time you apprehended the Ramillies was foul of the | 
Trident? e | 

A. The Admiral did; but my Eyes were not upon every 
Ship, and therefore I cannot anſwer for what Sail they had, 
more or leſs. 5 . 

Q. At the Time you took the Intrepide in Tow, did you 
ſee the Admital? „„ | 

A. Yes; juſt before my Signal was made, the Ramilliz 
Main-top Sail was ſquare, and I believe might lye ſo Three 
or Four Minutes, at the moſt ; and when I came near the 
Intrepide, he ſet his Main-ſail, and it was then, as ] ſaid in 
the former Part of my Evidence, that both Fleets ſtood on. 
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. Q. Did you ſee the Rear Admiral and his Diviſion 
then ? | 8 e Wc 
A. No, I did not; neither did I trouble myſelf about the 
Fleets, either French or Engliſh, after that, as I was other. 
wiſe employed in aſſiſting the [ntreprde, 8 
Q. Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy at this Time ? b 
A. I faw the Rear of both, but without taking any parti 
cular Notice or Remarks of them, excepting the Rear of the 
French ſeemed to fore reach upon the Rear of the Engliſh. . 
Q. Can you judge how far the Rear of the Enemy was to t 
Leeward of our Rear at that ine 0 
A. In the former Queſtion I anſwered, that I knew nothing 
about them, except the Exception I then made. | Sas 
Q. In what Poſition was the Intrepide with the Admiral, Wi 
when you took her in Tow? | | a 
A. She was to Windward upon the Larboard Quarter of = 
the Kingſt:n, and of Courſe mutt be well upon the fame WF wy 
Quarter of the Admiral? = » 
Q. When you took the Intrepide in Tow, you ſay you dil Q 


not ſee the Rear Admiral, and his Diviſion; can you tell it 


A. Yes, 


they were engaged at that 'L ime * 
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A Yes, they were engaged; for it was the Smoke that 
prevented my ſeeing them at that Time ; if they had not 
been engaged, I ſhould have ſeen them, tho” at a great 
Diſtance * ? | 

Q. Do you mean by Diſtance, to Lond or ahead ? 

A. The Space of Water between us. 

Q. Was the Admiral and the Wer at this Time en- 
gaged ? 

A. No. 
Q. Can you tell whether the Vain of the Enemy, or the 


Rear of the Enemy, bore away firſt ? 


A. I cannot: to the beſt of my Knowledge, I faw nothing 


of the Van but the Signal for a cloſer Engagement. 


Q. When you joined the Intrepide to aſſiſt her, was the 


Rear Diviſion of the Engliſb n Sail, to cloſe the Line 
with the Captain in the Van? 


A. The Ships I paſt, which were thoſe I took Notice of, 


had their Top: Hall and Courſes ; I cannot take upon me to 
| ſay what Stay-ſails, or whether they had any or not. 


Q Inform the Court how many Points from the Wind 


was the Ramillies, when you ſaw the Enemy s Shot fall on 


her Larboard Side. 

A. To the beſt of my Memory, ſhe had the Wind a Point, 
or thereabouts, abaft the Beam. 

Q. Did you ſee the French Admiral's Shot fall to Leeward, 
or his Guns fired to Leeward, when you apprehended he fir- 
ed at the French Ship which had bore away? 

A. I could ſee him fire his Lee Guns, upon the Lee Quar- 
ter by the Smoke; I am not certain of ſeeing his Shot fall, 


but I think I did. 


Q. ® Of what Force was that Ship that went off ? 
A. I really do not know. 


Did the Admiral with the Rear make any more Sail at 


me Ti ime, or ſoon after you faw the French Ship aſtern of 


. the Culloden ſet her Fore- Jail? 


A. At that Time he had his Top-ſails, and Fore:ſail ſet, 


| which was all the Sail that I perceived he had ſet. 


Q. When you apprehended the French Rear to forereach 


upon the Engliſh Rear, did you obſerve the Rear to make 
more ſail, or the Admiral to make any ſignal for the Rear to 
| crowd fail ahead and cloſe with the Van, without any Regard 
to the general Order of Battle? 


A. T obſerved no ſignal whatever at that Time ; our Reat 


Ships had their Top- -ſails and Courſes, as I ſaid before ; 
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and the Rear ſhips of the French, that 1 looked at, their 
Top-ſails and Foreſail at that Time---Stay-ſails on either 
ide [ did not obſerve any. 

Q.* You have ſaid, you ſaw the Enemy” s ſhot fall over and 
to Windward of the Ramillies; was the Kamillies at that 
Time engaged ? 

A. No; about five Minutes after, to the beſt of my Know- 
ledge, the Admiral began firing. 

QQ. Was you capable at that Time to form any ſort of 
Judgment what Diſtance the Enemy's ſhips who fred thoſe 
thot might be from the Ramillies? 

A. To the beſt of my Judgment, I don't think ſhe wa 
in point-blank ſhot ; I believe the Guns were laid down. 

Q. +You ſay your Station was abreaſt of the Culloden; what 


Diſtance might you keep from her till the Admiral made your 


ſignal to go to the /ntrepide ? 

A. As Diſtances are uncertain, T can * fix it; but it might 
be a Mile, or a Mile and a half. 

Was you at any Time near enough the Enemy" 
Rear to be able to give the Court any Information of the 
ſtrength of their Rear ſhips by the Number of their Lower- 
deck Ports? 

A. No, I was not; I never counted any of their- Lov 
deck Ports, therefore cannot tell their ſtrength ; but before 
we tackt altogether, I thought them a fine ſtring or Line of 
ſhips, and upon the whole [ thought them a nobler Fleet than 
our own. 

Q. + Do you think the Admiral and the Rear ſquadron, at 
any Time while ey were engaged, were within point-black 
ſhot of the Enemy ? | 

A. I cannot ſay whether they were, or were not within 
point-blank ſhot; but it was as _—_ as they could be, if they 
were within point-blank ſhot. 

Q. Did you ever ſee the Enemy” s Van bear away, or 
run away from our Van, ſome Time after they began to 
engage? 

A. After the Firing began, I know Nothing of either 
Van; I never ſaw them run away, or knew what they 
were about. 

Q. Could not our Rear, if they had ſet every fail in their 
Power, have prevented the Enemy's Rear from coming up 


to our Van and firing upon them, after they had been en- 


gaged with the Van of the Enemy ? 


A. I never 
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1 I never knew that the Enemy's Rear did paſs our Vang ; 


I knew nothing of it. 
* You have ſaid, That you was never near enough to 


count the Number of- the Enemy's Lower-deck Ports; and 
you have alſo ſaid, that in paſſing them, before you all tackt 
together, you thought them a fine String, or Line of Ships, 


and a nobler Fleet than ours; pray inform the Court, what 


Reaſons you had to think ſo? 
A. From their great Lengths, their Loftineſs, their car- 


13 rying their Ports well, and the ſquareneſs of their Yards; 
this was before the Firing began, and before we tackt. 

Q. Was the Weather ſuch as to Pn our Ships to fight 
| their Lower-deck Guns? 


A. Yes. 
Q. + Youſaid you thought the French Ship, whiel Grad at 


the Ramillies, and threw Shot over her, was not within Point- 


blank Shot; did any of thoſe Shot riſe again after they touch'd 


the Water * ? 

A. I did not perceive mey did riſe again after taking the 
Water. 

Q. When the Signal was made to engage, did the Intre- 


pide go down before the Wind on the Enemy” s Ship oppoſed 


to her ? 
A. I believe ſhe did go down as her Diviſion did. 
Q. If our whole Fleet had bore down to their oppoſite 


Ships, as the Intrepide and ſome of the Van did, would not a 


general Engagement have come on much ſooner ? | 

A. I don't know but it might. _ 

Q. You ſay the Culloden's Signal was made; do you know 
what it was made for? 

A. No, I don't know what it was made for. 

Q. What did the Culloden do thereupon ? 

A. She fell into her Station again. 

Q Where was the Culladen at the Time chat Signal was 
made ? 

A. She was a little Diſtance upon the Lee-quarter of the 
Admiral, to the beſt of my Knowledge. 


= Q. V. as there more or leſs Wind at the Time you took 
the Intrepidè in Tow, than there was in the Hour, or Hour 


and a Half before you did ſo ? 


A. I believe'the Wind was about the ſame Strength; or 


at leaſt the Difference was ſo little, that I could not perceive 
any Difference. 
Q. || At thirty-five Minutes after thee, you ſay. the Admi- 
ral made a Signal for the Van to fill and ftand on; were any 
4 oi 
t Heimes. S Prefident. || Prefodent. 
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of our Ships i in the Van at that Time aſtern of the headmol 
Ships of the Van of the Enemy. 


A. I can't tell---I took that Signal to be for the Revenge 


and Ships aſtern of her, to make Sail and cloſe the Line, 


the Intrepide being drove out of the Line; and what made me 
conclude it to be fo was, that at fifty-eight Minutes after 
three, the Signal was made tor the Rear of the F leet to make 
more Sail. 

2. * How many Points from the Wind was the Admin 
ſteering, when the Culloden's Signal was made? 

A. Three from the Wind, a Point abaft the Beam, to the 
beſt of my Knowledge. 

©, + You have ſaid, That at the Time the Culleden's Sig 
2 was made, the Admiral ſteered with the Wind a Point 
abaft the Beam; how did the Culloden ſteer at that Time: 

A. I reall don” t know, as I took no particular Notice of 


the Culloden till I ſaw her Signal thrown out ; and whether 


or not it was at that particular Time that the Admiral's Main- 
top Sail was aback for about four Minutes, as I have menti- 
__ (for it was about the ſame Time) I am not certain. 

9. 1 Did you fee the Van of the Engliſh Fleet when the 
Signal for the Van to fill and ſtand on was made? 

A. I did not fee the Ships of the Van, but J could tel 
where they were by the Body of Smoke that hung there | 
could ſee the Smoke, but not the Ships. 

. $ You have ſaid, That when the Van of our Fleet bore 
down right before the Wind, they received the Fire of the 
Enemy's Van, and ſoon afterwards the Fire of the French 
Fleet became general, except from ſome of the Rear Ships; 
did you ſee their Shot fall, and where did they fall? 

A. Yes, they fell ſhort; and thoſe - that I ſaw ſeemed to 
be directed about the Louiſa, Revenge and Intrepide; when 
we came to return the Fire, I could ſee nothing. 

Q. You have ſaid alſo, That the Admiral and his Divi 
ſion were at that Time bearing down with the Wind a Point 
abaft the Beam; how long was it betwixt that general Fire 
= the Enemy, and the Admiral and his Diviſion's returning 
it: 

A. The French began Gring at thirty-four Minutes after 
two; it was ſome Time before any Ship of the Engliſh Fleet 
returned any Fire, as their Shot fell ſhort, but I can't tel 
how many Minutes ; but it was at or about three o*Clock 
when the Admiral fired. 

Q. At what Rate do you gueſs the Ships went through the 
Water with their Fore- ails and Top-fails ſet ? Dy 

A, Fu 
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A. Full three Knots. 
, How much do you think they would have gone with 


all their Sails ſet ? 


A. Near ſix, I believe. | 

2. Was the Signal for the Line of Battle at half a Ca- 
ble's Length out, when the Signal was made for Battle ? 

A. Yes. 

9. Did you obſerve That to be continued flying on board 


| the Admiral, till the Time you was ordered by Signal to "= 


5 


ne 


by the Intrepide ? 
A. Yes, the whole Day, the Signal for the Line at half a 


| Cable's Length Diſtance. 


9, Do you know how the Culleden came out of her Sta- 


tion? 


A. No, I did not then know. | 
9. You ſaid the Culloden was upon the AA ien Lee- 


| quarter, how far do you think ſhe was to Leeward of the 


Admiral? 


A. A very little Way, L cannot ſay the Diſtance---a mere 


Trifle, I think. 


2, Do you think ſhe was as near the SORT as the Admi- 


| ral was then, or nearer ? 


A. As much nearer as her Diſtance was from the Admiral, 


| of Courſe. 


2. Do you ever n her to engage the Enemy! ? 
A. Ves; but that was juſt before the Admiral fired; but 


| at what Ship ſhe fired, I do not know. 


* Do you think the Culloden was at any Time at a pro- 
per Diſtance for engaging the Enemy? 
A. No, I don't think that any of the Fleet was nigh e- 


| nough, that I could ſee. 


* Was the Culloden within Point-blank Shot? 
A. If ſne was, twas as much as ſhe- could be. 
Priſoner aſked, 
Q, When you took the Intrepide in Tow, how long did 


| you ſtand to the North North Weſt with her, — 


tacked or wore to the Southward ? 

A. At nine o'Clock we wore ; South South Weſt we 
ſteered, which was about a Point from the Wind. 

Q. At the Time the Signal was made to engage, was not 
the Admiral and his Diviſion then edging down towards the 
Enemy! 2 


A. Yes, I ſaid before, the Wind a * abaft the Beam; 
or thereabouts. 
9. Was 
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9. Was not the Ramillies going down towards the Enemy 
at the Time you ſaw the Shot fly over her. 

A. She was continuing the ſame Courſe, as appeared to 
me, the Wind a Point abaft the Beam. 

Q. Do not you think that the Backing of 1 Ships in our 
Rear prevented our going down ſo cloſe and ſo ſoon on the 
Enemy as we otherwiſe ſhould have done; I mean that Part 
of the Rear Diviſion which was ahead of the Ramillies ? 

A. I certainly thought the Trident's being under the Ad- 
miral's Lee Bow was the Occaſion of his backing, and of 
Courſe ſo much Time Joſt in getting down. 


. You have ſaid, that at the 'Time the Signal was made 0 
to fill and ſtand on, you believed it was for the Revenge, and 
the Ships aſtern of her; were they then lying to? | 


A. Yes. 


Court - ny 
9. * How long do you think our Fleet was impeded from 
bearing down, by the Backing of the Revenge, Louiſa and 


Trident ? 


A. The firſt 1 perceived of it was the Trident's making 
Sail and paſſing by the Loui/a, which might be, I believe, a 
bout twenty Minutes from the Time of Backing. 

. + Was there not Diſtance enough between the Enemy 
and the Intrepide for the Rear of our Fleet to have gone be- 
tween them? 

A. There certainly was Room enough. 

Q. Might not the Smoke of the Intrepide prevent them on 

board the Ramillies from ſeeing her till the was like to be on 


board her? 8 
A. The [ntrepide was not like to be on board the Ramilliu 


that ever I heard of. 


9. & Might not the Smoke of the Trident prevent them on 
board the Ramillies from ſeeing. her till ſhe was like to be 01 
board her ? 


A. It might, for what I know ; ; 1. can't ſay one Way or o- 


ther. 
2. Was the Trident engaged at that Time? 

A. I don't remember whether ſhe was, or not, at that pat- 
ticular Time. 

O. Y ou have ſaid there was Room enough for the Reveng! 
and the headmoſt Ships of the Rear Diviſion to have paſſed 
between the Intrepide and the Enemy; did the Revenge ai 
thoſe headmoſt Ships, when the Intrepide was difabled, make 
Sail immediately to cloſe up with the Captain? 

A. Not immediately: Some Time paſſed before the He 
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denge, and the Ships following her, (the reſt of the Line) 
paſſed to Leeward of her: The Intrepide loſt her Fore-top- 
maſt, as I ſaid before, about fifty-ſix Minutes after two, and 
my Signal was not made till a quarter after four, by which 
| Time the had. fell abreaſt and to Windward of the King ſton. 
2. When thoſe Ships paſſed to Leeward of the Intrepide, 


vas it by any Signal from the Admiral? 


A. I told the Court, I apprehended the Signal for the Van 


; to fill and ſtand on was a Signal for that Purpoſe, and to cloſe > 


ö the Line. 


* Was that Ant for the Van in general, or was it for 
che Van of the Admiral's Diviſion ? 
A. The Signal made was a Yellow Flag under the Red 


; Flag at the Fore-top-gallant-maſt-head, and a Gun. 


Priſoner aſted, 
Q. Did not the Whole of the Rear Diviſion, when they 


© made Sail, paſs between the Intrepide and the Enemy ? 


A. I anſwered i it before, yes. 
9. As you have ſaid, you do not know if the Trident was 


engaged when you obſerved ſo much Smoke; do not you 
þ then apprehend that Smoke might be from the Ramillies 8 | 


A. Twas about the Time that the Admiral was engaged, 


: but I can't ſpeak exactly to it. 


Og withdrew. 


cu Henry John Philips, late firft Lieutenant of the 


* Deptford, ſworn. 
©. + Where was you quartered on the 20th of May, 4 


ring the Action between the Engliſb and French Fleets ng 


A. On the Upper Deck. 
9. When was the Signal made for Battle by Admiral 


| Byng,-on that Day? 


A. About three quarters after two. 
9. Give the Court an Account of the Proceeding of the 


| two Squadrons, from that Time till the Action was over, as 


; far as the ſame fell under your Obſervation. 
. 


A. When the Signal for Action was made, the Fleet in 
general was under their Top- ſails; ſome, that did not fail 
ſo well as others, had their Fore-ſails ſet; the firſt Thing 
| that I obſerved was, that one Ship near 'the Head of the 
Van bore down firſt ; and quickly after the whole Van, 
as far as the Intrepide incluſive ; they went away al- 
moſt " before the 08's the Rear Diviſion did not 

go 
* Pref dent. + Pr efident. 


(201; — 


go away ſo large, but went with the Wind upon the Larboard 


Quarter; the two Diviſions going different Courſes gradually 
made a vacancy between the Intrepide and Revenge (that 1; 


from Windward to Leeward) the one being the Sternmoſt 


Ship of the Van Diviſion, the other the Headmoſt of the 
Rear Diviſion; in a few Minutes after our Fleet bore down 
upon the Enemy, about Five Minutes, the Enemy's head- 
moſt Ship began to Fire; and they followed each other in 
Firing ſucceſſively to the Ninth Ship from the Van to the 
Rear ; our Van kept going down, and reſerved their Fire for 
ſome Time, abgut Ten Minutes; the Intrepide about that 


Time had her Yore-top Maſt ſhot away, her Sails from that | 
Time ſeemed in Confuſion, as if they were without Lifts, or | 


Braces; the Van ſeemed to ſtand ahead from the Intrepid, 
and gradually made a Vacancy; ſoon after I perceived the 
Intrepide's Fore-top-Maſt gone, I perceived the Revenge open 
to Leeward of the Rear Diviſion, and kept going down near 
Right before the Wind ' till ſhe got upon the Lee Quarter of 
the Intrepide, where ſhe lay during the Time the Deptferd 
was in the Line. The Rear Diviſion, as far as the Ramillies, 
ſeemed ſoon after this to keep more upon a Wind, and ſhort! 


after ſome of them backed their Sails, and the headmoſ?' of 


them I think then began to Fire, and ſeemed to be cloſe to 
each other; the Admirals Ship about this Time back'd her 


 Main-top-Sall ; the Enemy's Ships, except the ſternmoſt, then 
fired, and about this Time, or ſoon after, filled their Main- 


top-Sails: about this Time, which was a Quarter after 
Three, I was informed from the Quarter Deck, that our Sig- 
nal was out to quit the Line; much about this Time one of 
the Enemy's Ships in the Rear bore away, with her Main- top 
Sail-yard gone away in or near the Slings; I then went dow! 


upon the Main Deck, and gave Directions abput trimming the 


Sails; we put our Helm a Port, and gave a Yaw to Stat 
board, intending to get out of the Line aſtern of the King: 

on, but as we yawed the Kingſton yawed alſo, we then hall 
ed the Kingſton, and let her know what we were about; we 


afterwards put our Helm a Starboard, and luffed out of the 


Line; ſoon after we were out of the Line we diſcovered 2 
Boat coming from the Admiral ; when ſhe came near enough, 
the Officer in her hailed us, and told Captain Amber/? that i 
was the Admiral's Orders we ſhould go and aſſiſt the /ntr:- 
pide; by this Time we had got upon the Admiral's Weathel 


Quarter; Captain Amberſt then gave Directions fof 


making Sail, and we ſteered for the Intrepide; the 5 
7% i 
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that we made was the Fore-ſail, Jib, and Stay fails, 


with that Sail we ſoon got upon the Intrepide's Weather 
Bow; 'twas now. paſt Four, and about this Time the Ad- 
miral with his Diviſion. began to make Sail; the Enemy's 
Ships, as I before related, about the Time we quitted the 
Line, filled their Main-top-Sails, and their ſternmoft Ship 
being at ſome Diſtance from the Ship ahead of her, ſet her 
Fore-ſail, in Order as I ſuppoſe to cloſe the Line; the Ene- 
my's Ships in the Rear kept their Luff, and fired at the 


; Inirepide as they paſſed her, and kept going on, keeping their 
Luff, 'till they had paſſed the Captain and Defiance, or the 


two Ships that were aſtern of the Rear Admiral, and then 


| began to edge away, as I ſuppoſe to join their own Van; 
the Admiral with his Diviſion was now making Sail, and it 
appeared that the Intrepide, with us, would ſoon be left 
aſtern, upon which Captain Amber}? ſent me away in the Six- 
| oar'd Boat, that was along- ſide, and deſired that I might aſk 


the Admiral whether we ſhould lye by the Intrepide, or a- 


gain make Sail into the Line; the Occaſion of his ſending me 
to know this was from ſome Diicourſe between him and me 
on the Quarter Deck, we thinking that the Deptford was of 
too much Force, at that Time, to be left with the Intrepide; 
at this Time we were near upon the Admiral's Beam; the 
Admiral then with his whole Diviſion gradually making Sail, 


ſetting both his Courſes, Jib, and Stay-ſails, it was with 


much difficulty that I could catch the Ship, ſhe then went ſo 
faſt; however, I got hold firſt of the Long- boat, and hauled 
| up by her Warp under the Ramillies Stern; I then deſired to 


ſpeak with Captain Gardiner, or an Officer, upon which Cap- 


| tain Gardiner ſoon came to me; I then told him my Meſſage; 
| he went away for a little 'Time and returned back again, and 


told me it was the Admiral's Orders, we ſhould again get 


into the Line in our proper Station; ſoon after I put off, the 
Boat was hailed, and Captain Gardiner then told me, it was 


the Admiral's Orders that ſhe ſhould take the, Intrepide's 


place in the Line; I then returned on Board the;Deptford as 


ſoon as poſſible, and acquainted Captain Hubert with 


the Admiral's Orders; it was now about Thteequar- 


ters paſt Four; Captain Amberſt immediately gave Or 
ders for making of Sail to get into the Station allotted us; 
v2 immediately made all the Sail that is ſet upon a Wind, 
every Thing except the Studding-ſails, the Ship then heel- 
d ſo much, that we lowered our Lee Ports; as the Ad- 
miral's Diviſion had then a good deal of Sail ſet, we 


Went 


Tas] 
went but ſlow paſt them; there was a Signal made by 
the Admiral about half paſt Four, for the Van of the 
Fleet to make Sail; about ſix o'Clock there was a fig. 
nal for the Rear of the Fleet to brace to, which gave 
us an Opportunity to get into our Station; about half 
paſt ſix the Admiral made a ſignal to fill and ſtand on; 
we were abont this Time ſo much up with the Van, 
that we could ſee they were much ſhattered in their 


Maſts, Sails, and Rigging, particularly the Captain, De. 


france, and Foriland; the other two not in a Condition 
to make Sail properly; the Buckingham had her Main- 
top-fail down, and the Main-top-ſail Yard ſeemed to be 
ſprung; the Lancaſter had moſt of her Sails ſplit and 
difabled, her Mizen-top Maſt gone — About three-quarters 
paſt fix, the Signal was made for the ſhip or ſhips appointed 
to lead on the Lardboard Tacks to lead on the Star- 
board; and ſoon afterwards a Signal was made for the 
Fleet to tack. — At half paſt ſeven we ſet Cape Mala, 


and it bore North and by the Weſt half Weſt, five or 


fix Leagues. At eight we ſet the French Fleet, and 
the Body of them bore about North, ſeven Miles; as it 
grew dark we loſt ſight of them. 
Q. How was the Wind at the Time the Van began toen- 
gage? | EY | 
A. Thelieve about Weſt and by South. - 

Q. Did you, at any Time, ſee any Part of the Enemy“ 
Van bear away from our Van? | 


A. Not a particular ſhip ; but the Body of them bore away 


about a Quarter or Half paſt four, as I judge by our* Vans 


ceaſing at that Time great Part of their Fire. 
Q. Was there a ſufficient Quantity of Wind to have car- 
ried the Admiral and his Diviſion down cloſe to the Ene- 


my, from the Time the Van began to engage *till the Ships 
of the Enemy in the Van bore away, if they had ſet all ther } 


Sails? 15 e 
A. I think there was, had our Rear made Sail from the 


Beginning. 


Q. ® Suppoſe our Rear had bore right down before the 
Wind as our Van did, could they not have cloſed the Rear oi 
the Enemy as our Van cloſed the Van of the Enemy ? 

A. Not fo ſoon, as the Diſtance was much greater. 


Q. + What Sail did our Van bear down to the Enemy un— 


der? 


A. As well as 1 could ſee, chiefly under their Top- 
fails ? 


* oor, + Preſcdent, Ca Could 
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9. Could not then our Rear, if they had crowded Sail in 


proportion to their Diſtance from the Enemy, have got as 


near the Rear of the Enemy in that Time, or in a little 


Space of Time more ? 


A. I think that all the Sail they could have made wanld 


not have brought them down fo ſoon as the Van was; but 
undoubtedly in a little Time more they would have got 


down. 
9. * But if thay had bore down as the Van did, would they 


not have cloſed in with the Enemy much ſooner than by the 


Courſe they ſteered ? 
A. Undoubtedly they would have got down * but 


not a great deal. 


9. What Sail did the Admiral and his Dries 8⁰ tis | 


with ? 
A. I thought chiefly under their Top-ſails ; ; but ſome had 


their Foreſails ſet. 

9. At what Rate might they go through the Water with 
that Sail? 

A. As near as I could judge, about three Knots an Hour. 

. What Diſtance do you ſuppoſe there was between the 
ſternmoſt Ship in the Rear of the Enemy and the ſternmoſt 
Ship of our Rear, at the Time the Signal was made for Ac- 
tion? 


A. Tis not eaſy to judge of Diſtances on the Water; but, 


to the beſt of my Judgment, about three Miles. 

9. What Diſtance do you judge there was between the 
headmoſt Ship of our Van, and the headmoſt Ship of the 
Enemy, at the ſame Time? 

A. I believe about one Mile, or ſomething better. 


Day? 
A. - - 
O. At what Diſtance do you judge? ? 


A. Something within Random-ſhot. 


Q Was that the neareſt that you ever ſaw the Admiral to 


the Enemy! ? 


A. The neareſt that I ſaw the Adiiral to the Enemy Ly 


about the Time that we quitted the Line, and he was then at 
that Diſtance. | 
Q. Had the Admiral begun his Fire then? 
A. Much about that Time. 
T you remember the Situation of the Culladen at tliat 
ime? 
A. The Culloden at that Time was near in a Line with 
* Moor. + Holbourn. | the 


9. + Did you ſee the Admiral engaged with the French that 
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1 | 
the Admiral, but farther from the Enemy than him, as the 
Angle made with the Enemy widened towards the Rear. 

Q. Was the Admiral and the Rear lying to, or what Sai 
had they ſet, when the Ramillies was firing? 

A. He was then lying to. 

Q. t You have ſaid, that when you 3 the Intrepide 
Fore-top Maſt ſhot away, you alſo perceived the Revenge 

open to Leeward of the Rear Diviſion, and that ſhe kept go. 
ing down. near right before the Wind, till ſhe got on the 
Lee-quarter of the Inirepide; that the Rear Diviſion, as far 
as the Ramillies, ſeemed ſoon after this to. keep more upon 
a Wind, and ſhortly after ſome of the Headmoſt of them 
backed their Sails; was there not the ſame Room for the 
other Ships of the Rear, from the Revenge, to have gone to 
Leeward of the Intrepide alſo? 

A. Undoubtedly there was ; but all the Admiral's Di. 
viſion ſeemed to regulate themſelves by him, to keep in 
Line with him. 

Q. Did the Admiral, before he ſeemed to keep the Wind 
again, ever bear down ſo much as to get himſelf in a Line 
with the Revenge ? . 

A. That keeping to Windward was but of a ſhort Du- 
rance ; I ſuppoſe only to bring up. While we were in the | 
Line, I ſaw no other Ship bear down in a Line with the | 
Rong 

Q. Do you mean the A and his Diviſion? 

A. I mean him and his Diviſion. | 

Q. Was you in the Line at the Time the An a 
his Diviſion backt their Sails ? 

A. The Ships ahead of the Admiraly and the Ramillies, 
had backt before we left the Line; and I ſuppoſe the Ships 
aſtern backt as they came up. 

Q. Were the Ships ahead of the Admiral, and the Admi- 
ral's ſhip, when their ſails were ſo backt, in a Line with 
the Revenge? | 

A. I have already ſaid they were not. 

Q. Can you judge the ke or Diſtance (meaning to 
Leeward or to Windward) between the then Headmoſt Ship 
of the Admiral's Diviſion and the Revenge? 

A. The beſt Way that I can judge of it, is by the Time 
the Revenge took in running down; which I judge was about 
five Minutes. 

Q. It was at this Time when they backt their Sails, that 
T think you have faid tome of the Headmoſt of them began 


to fire. 
＋ Moor. A. Ves 
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A. Yes. 


the BY | Q. Did you ſee any ſhot fall then? ? 
92 A. Not many. | 

al Q. What you did perceive, did they ſeem to 26 over cur 

N | ſhips, or did they ſeem to fall ſhort? 
1 A. They chiefly fell ſhort ; ſome of the Random ſhot I 
| ; believe went over. There is one Remark concerning the 
ae ſhot that I made, which was, in the Beginning of Action 
2 | moſt of the ſhot fell ſhort, eſpecially when the Enemy's 
* ſnips in the Rear fired; and the Ninth ſhip, the firft that ſe 
u fred, I judge did not reach above two Thirds of the Way 
"0 between them and us. : | 
3 Q. Can you judge what Time of the Day it was when 
| eie ſhips backed their ſails ? 
0 8 A. I believe the firſt ſhip back'd her ſails very ſoon after the 
Revenge bore down; and ſo each ſhip, as they cloſed each 
other, as I judge, backt to prevent it; for they ſeemed to be 
very cloſe together. 
= Q. Can you judge what Time of the Day it was when 
10 the Enemy's Rear filled their Top- ſails and ſet their Fore- 
ſails ? 

A. It was near the Time that the Deptford quitted the 
Line, which was at about a Quarter paſt Three. 
be Q. After our ſhips, afore- mentioned, had back'd chars 
* fails, did they make ſail again till the Rear of the Enemy had 
We made ſail, or how long after? 
| A. Our Rear made fail about the Time that the Enemy's 
Rear ſhip had paſſed the Intrepide. 
Q Do you know whether our Fol received any Fire from 
the Enemy's Rear? 
A. As I have ſaid before, the Enemy kept their Luff 6 I 
ean their Rear) till they had paſſed the two Ships that were 
altern of the Buckingham, the Rear Admiral, and then, as 
well as I can judge, they edged away. 
If our Rear had made Sail ſooner, could hey not 
nave prevented the Rear of the * from giving their 
Fire to our Van? 
A. Without Doubt, if they had got up with them they 
might have done ſo. 

Q. Did our Rear Ships uſe Seamen- like Endeavours to 
prevent the French Rear from coming up with our Van! > 
A. Idon't think it is becoming me to anſwer that Queſtion 
fore ſo many good Judges. 


H Q. Did 
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Q. * Did they en; ſet all their Sails, and uſe their bet ch 
Endeavours ? th 

A. I have given you the beſt Information in my power; T 
and if I am to give my Opinion on that Head, I think there of 
was not Sail enough made at firſt. 

Q. + You have ſaid, that the Rear Diviſion, as far as the 
Ramillies, ſeemed, ſaon after the Revenge had bore away 
to Leeward of the Intrepide, to keep more upon a Wind; | 
was this Alteration of Courſe made then by thoſe Headmoſ | 


Ships of the Rear from following the Fxample of, or by tw 


Signal from, the Admiral ? | the 
A. I faw no Signal from the Admiral for that Purpoſe, 
Q. Did the Admiral haul more a Wind firſt | ? cha 
A. I could not ſee that well. | thi 


. } You have ſaid, that the Enemy's Ships in the Rex ( 
kept Their Luff, and fired at the Intrepid? as they paſſed her; {the 
at what Diſtance then were the Headmoſt Ships of our Rea the 
Diviſion from the oppoſite Ships of the Enemy; and what Wn: 
was the Poſition and Diſtance of the Intrepide with reſpec to Wwe 
the Head of the Engliſh Rear? did 

A. The firſt Part of the Queſtion I don't pretend to give R 
any Judgment on; neither am I any Judge, in that Line of Ve 


View, that J am aſked about of the faſt Part. of t 
Q. You ſaid, that when Captain Ambenſt ordered you tan 

make Sail to get into your Station, that by ſetting all the Sal Wl C 

you. could you was obliged to lower the Lower eck rann sign 

were vour den en, fails then ſet? R wy A 
A. Yes. 85 


Q During the Time 4 the Action, did you ever ob; 

ſerve that the Admiral made a ſignal for a cloſer Engage 
ment ? 
A. As Captain Amberſt was on the Quartes-deck with his 
Clerk, Maſter, and Aid du Camps, with. a ſignal- book, 
obſerving all ſuch ſignals as might be made, 1 did not give 
my Attention much that way.; and was infoxgmed from the 
Quarter-deck when ſignals were made ; but I did not hea 
of any ſuch gra, being made. | 

Priſoner aſk ed, | 

Q. At the Time th Rear of the Pronth paſſed the G Q 
rain and Defiance, or . two ſhips that were aſtern of the A. 
Buckingham, did You know that thoſe twWẽ ) o ſhips, or ally Q. 


other of our ſhips 1 in the Van, recaved Damage from thei Nor E 


Fire? 5 
A. At that Time ! did not know it; but 1 conclude WW Q. 
that Time 


* Meer. T Simcoe. 1 Geary. 


v 175] | 
that thoſe two ſhips received moſt of their Damage from 
thoſe freſh ſhips coming up to them: And ſince that 
Time I have been confirmed in that Opinion, from ſome | 
of the Officers that were then on board them. 
Court aſked, 
Q. What Officers were they ? 
A. I don't now recollect. 5 
J; Priſoner aſked, 
of Q. At the 'Time thoſe French trips. were Grid at thoſe 
by WE two ſhips aſtern of the Buckingham, in what ſituation were 
the Lancaſter and Portland. | 
fe A. The Smoke of the Fire of thoſe very two Ships, and 
that of the Enemy's, prevented me at that Time ſeeing any 
thing of the Lancaſter and Portland. 
eat QI think you have ſaid, after thoſe ſhips had given 
r: WW their Fire to the two ſhips aſtern of the Buckingham, 
ear they edged away to join their ſhips which had bore. 
bat away before; when the ſmoke of the Fire that paſſed be- 
to Wtween our ſhips and the French was cleared away, where 
did you then diſcover the Lancaſter and Portland to be ? 
ive A. It was near fix o' Clock before I diſcovered the Lan- 
of aſter and Portland, and then they were ſome Diſtance ahead 
of the Rear Admiral, upon the oppoſite Tack to our Fleet, 
1 to ſtanding towards them. 
Sal WF Had they then tackt ore the Admiral made the 
ts; Niignal to tack ? 
A. Yes, I think they had. 
It being paſi Four, the Court adjourned till To- morrovb 
ob Morning, Nine o' Clock. 


t 


; THURSDAY the 6th of January, 1757. 
1 his 
ook, Ten Court met according to Adjournment. 

ghre The Priſoner brought in; and Audience admitted. 
the | 


hea I Captain Thomas Bailie, late Second Lieutenant of the 
Deptford, Sworp. 


% Q Where was you quartered on the 20th of May ? 
thei A. To command the Lower Gun-deck of the Deptford. 
. Q. At what Time was the ſignal made by the Admiral 
thei for Battle that Day? 
A. About Half an Hour after 8 = 
lu Q. What was the Poſition of the Enemy s Fleet at the 
that Time that ſignal was made? 

H 2 A. The 


nal was made for the Ships in the Van, or the leading Ship, 


bout half an Hour after Two, the ſignal was made for eng- 


o' Clock, I faw the 'Top-ſails of the Ramillies aback, but | 


- þ * 


ä 

| A,” They were in a Line of Battle ahead, with their Head; | 

- y Weſtward, and I think their Main-top-ſails to the 
alt. | 5 
Q. How was the Wind at that Time ? 
A. About South Weſt. | 


Q. What Quantity of it ? « 
A. A moderate Gale. i 
Q How many Knots do you think your Ship would hae Wk jth 
run with all her Sails ſet, going large ? ion? 


A. I think at leaſt Four. | 
Q. Give the Court an Account what Shzps of ours did 
bear down, and what Ships did not, to come to an Engage- 


ment with the Enemy? „ 
A. As I was quartered on the Lower Gun- deck, I cannot 


be particular as to what happened during the Action; but | A 
very well remember, that after we had fairly weathered the Q 
Enemy's Fleet, which was between twelve and one, the Ad- A 


miral's Diviſion kept cloſe to the Wind, in an oblique Di- 
rection from the Enemy's Fleet, till about two o' Cloch 
the Kingſton, the leading Ship, ſeemed oppoſite the Stern- 
moſt of the Enemy's Rear, when the Signal was made for 
the Rear Admiral and his Diviſion to tack firſt, and imme. 
diately after, for the whole Fleet tack'd together, which wa 
performed in a very regular and ſtraight Line, but not ps 
rallel to the Enemy's Fleet. Soon after we tack'd, the Sig: 


don't know which, to lead large and more to Starboard. 4- 


ging the Enemy ; and ſoon after, the Centre and Van of the 
French Fleet began to engage the Rear Admiral's Diviſion. |! 
then went down to my Quarters, and know nothing part. 
cular afterwards: But in looking about me, as it was natura 
to do, ſome Time in the Evening, but I don't know at what 


don't remember how long. I remember that when ou! 
Signal was made to quit the Line, there was ſo much fall 
made by our Ship, that ſhe heeled ſo much, I ordered th: 
Lee Lower-deck Guns to be hauled in and houſed, the Wat! Bi ſbip 
waſhing cloſe up to the Cell of the Ports. I know Nothing gage 
particular more of the Action. : 


Q. Was the Admiral with the Rear Diviſion near enough excel 


at any Time that Day, that you ſaw, to engage the Enem} I ing t. 
properly ? 


A. From the Obſervations that I had an Opportunit) I and ; 
of making, I never thought the Ramillies, or the Real . | 
| f die 


\ 
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he Admiral's Diviſion, within a proper Diſtance to engage 
he Enemy. Yet notwithſtanding there were ſome Ran- 
om ſhot exchanged, as I ſaw her firing. : 
Q. During the Action, might not the Ramillies have been 
within point-blank fhot, and you not have ſeen her ? 
A. # I looked often out of the Ports, and ſometimes went 
yon Deck, and never ſaw her within a proper Diſtance to en- 
gage; and therefore think it unlikely ſhe could have been 
ithin a point-blank ſhot, without obſerving her ſo ; but 
Jon't think it impoſſible but that ſhe * but think it a 
Wittle improbable. | 
Priſoner aſked, 

Q. At the time thoſe random ſhot were fired from the 
umillies, as you lay, where was the Depiford then ſitu- 
ated ? | 

A. I do not very well remember her ſituation. 

Q. Was ſhe out of the Line, or in the Line? 

A. J am not very certain; but I remember I was on hy 
Lower Gun Deck at that time. 
Q. Was you aſtern of the Culloden then, or was you upon 
y Weather-quarter, hauled out of the Line ? 
A. I ſaid before, I did not remember her ſituation : for 
lat one time Captain Amberſt ſent me Word down to let 
Ime know we were ordered out of the Line, and that he 


ads 
the 


ave 


b. intended to bear down to the ſternmoſt ſhip of the Ene- 
is ny, and to have the Larboard Broad-ſide ready for her: 
we bore away a little, then hauled our Wind, and ſoon 
ber made iail ; ſo that we were fifſt in the Line, and then 
” bearing away large, and afterwards hauling our Wind, ſo that 


| don't remember the ſituation of the Deptford, as Thad no 
Watch about me, and did not obſerve what o Clock thoſe 
different Motions were made. 

Q. Did you ſee the Trident engaged, at the Time'you ſay 
you ſaw the Ramillies fire thoſe random ſhot ? 

A. I ſaw ſome ſhip or ſhips ahead of the Admiral firing; 
but I don't know whether it was at the ſame time or 
No. 

Q. You: don't ſeem to have taken Nane of any other 
ſhip but the Ramillies that Day; did you ſee the Revenge en- 
gage the Enemy that Day? 

A. As the Namillies was the neareſt thip to the Deptford, 
except the Culloden, Whilſt we were in the Line, and be- 
ng the Commander in Chiet 's ſhip, it was natural for me 
to obſerve her Motions the moſt, when I had an Opportunity: 
and as to the Revenge, I do not know it ſhe was engaging 
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. 
at the Time I mentioned that I ſaw ſome Ships firing ahead 
of the Admiral. 
Q. Then I think you now ſay the Deptford was in the 
Line, and ſome little Time ago you ſaid, you did not remem. 
ber your ſituation at all at the Time you ſay the Ramillin 
fired thoſe Random ſhot, and that you was then between 


Decks; I beg you will reconidle to the Court this Difference? 


A. I remember very well the Deptford was in the Line, 
before ſhe was ordered out ; but I do not know whether ſhe 
was in or out of the Line when I ſaw the Ramillies firing; 
nor do I conceive I have made any Difference, as I don't pre- 
tend to be particular at all, as to the ſituation of the Deptford 


at any OR Hour. 


ow late in the Evening was it, when you ſaw onl 


the 1 — Top- ſails aback ? 


A. I do not remember to have ſaid only her's. 
Q. Was no other Ship's Top-ſails aback at that Time, 
and if there were any others at that Time, pray name the 


Ships? 
A. I really do not know; there is one Thing 1 90 6 re- 


member, that I took Notice of the Culloden's Signal being 


out ſome Time in the Afterooon, but do not know at 
what o'Clock. 
Court a ſeed, 

Q. How long was it, frog the Time the Signal was 
made for Action, till ſome of the ſhips of the Enemy's Van 
bore away from our Van? 

A. I do not know. 

Witneſs withdrew. 


/ 


8 8 Marlow, late of the Dolphin, * 


Where was your ſhip ſtationed on the 20th of May: , 

A. She was ſtationed in the Van Diviſion, about a Mile 
and a half to Windward. 

Q. What was the Poſition of the Noone Fleet, when the 
Signal was made that Day for Battle? 

A. They were lying in a Line of Battle ahead, about two 
Points from the Wind, their Main-top-ſails ſquare. 

Q. How was the Wind? ? | 


A. South Weſt, or thereabouts. 

Q. What Quantity ? 

A. A moderate Breeze. 

Q. How many Knots do you think an W going g Ship 
of War might have gone, if ſhe had ſet all her ſail ? 
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Al believe about five. 

Q. Do you mean large, or upon a Wind ? 

A; 1 a Rapfull ſail upon a Wind. 

How leng time was it, from the time the Signal was 

made for Battle, till the Skips i in the Van of the. Enemy bore 

away from our Van? 
| A. The Signal for Battle was made about half an Hour 
after Two ; a little after the Engagement, a Ship oppoſite 
Mr. Weſt bore away a little, and then lay again, with her 


ſaw two or three of them at different times bear away, 
and then luff up, and engage again; about four o'Clock I 
perceived four or five Ships bear away, and went out of 
Inly the Action. | 
Q. At what time was it that the Buckingham began the 
Action? | 
me, A. I believe about a Quarter of 21 Hour before Throw s 3 


the believe about a Quarter of an Hour, or a little better, —_ . 


they had bore down: they bore down immediately. 
re- Do you remember what ſail was fet Yan Admiral's 
ing Diviſion, from the time the Action in the Van began, till 
a the time the French Van bore away? 
A. I could not ſee the Admiral's Diviſion all that time. 
Q + Did you ſee a Signal for cloſer Engagement on board 
the Rear Admiral? 
an A. Not to my Remetabrinee. 

5 + Did you ſee one on board the Admiral? 
| A. I did 880 ſee that Signal at all, to the beſt of in Know- 
edge. 

Q. + Did you ſee the Admiral at all? _ 

A. I faw the Admiral bear down. immediately on the ſig- 
na} being made to engage; he went down under Top-ſails 
and Fore-ſail, and began to engage about a Quarter after 
Three ; and after the Engagement began there with Admi- 


about Four o' Clock, as nigh as I can gueſs. 
Q. What Diſkiice might the Admiral with his Diviſion bis 
from the Enemy, when he engaged? 


in the Van, that I can't poſſibly anſwer to it. 
Q. You ſay the Weather was very fine, could not the Ad- 
miral have gone down to a very cloſe Engagement? | 
A. The Admiral went down as long as I could ſee him; 


Norris. f Boys. t Brogerich, 


Main-top-ſail ſquare, in the Poſition ſhe was in before: 1 


ral Byng, I could not fee for the ſmoke, to know any thing 
of him afterwards, till the ſmoke cleared up, which was 


A. The Pofition of my Ship lay in ſuch a Manner, being 
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the reaſon he went down no farther I could not tell, the 
Admiral was the beſt Judge ; and- I could perceive ſome 
ſhips that were near the Admiral, which I imagined was 
owing to the Misfortune of the Intrepide s loſing her Fore- 
top-maſt, and dropping aſtern on the Rear, which may oc- 
caſion them Ships being ſo near the Admiral. 

Q. V ou have ſaid, You ſaw the Admiral bear down im- 
mediately on the signal to engage; how many Points from 
the Wind do you apprehend the Admiral to have bore way 
then ? 

A. I can't ſay to the exact Number of Points he bore 
away; but the Admiral appeared to me, where I was ſtation- 
ed, to ſtem about the Middle of the Enemy, or rather a lit- 
tle more aſtern. 

Q. You have ſaid, that your Poſition in the Van permitted 
you not to ſee the Diſlance between the two Fleets ; did not 
your ſituation permit you to judge of the Diſtance between 
the French Rear and their Van, when the latter bore away | 
A. No, I cannot ſay I can be a Judge. 

Q. Did you not ſee the French Rear at that Time ? 
A. At ſome particular Times the Smoke was ſo thick we 


could not fee any of them, at others the Smoke cleared up 


and we could ſee them. 


Q. + You have ſaid, when the Signal was made for Battle, 


the French lay with their AO Sails to the Maſt ; can | 


you recollect how long they lay fo ? 


A. I did never ſee any Alteration till the Yan bore away; | 


and the Rear, whcn the Smoke cleared up, I found them 

under Top-ſails and Fcre Courſe ; and the Van, when they 

bore away, went away with their Top- ſails and Fore:ſail. 
Q. think you have mentioned the Van twice bearing a- 


way; did they, the firſt Time they bore away, ſet their 
Fore-fail, or the laſt, or both? 


A. It was at Pour o*'Clock, when they went away. 
Witneſs withdrew. 


Lieutenant Thomas Biſhop, late 1 irft Lieutenant of the 
Defiance, faworn. 


Q. t Where was you quartered on the 20th of May, when 
the Engliſh and French Fleets came to Action? 


A. On the Upper-deck, till my Captain was killed. 
Q. What was the Poſition of the French Fleet, when the 
Signal was made for Battle that Day ? - 
A. In 
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A. In a Line ahead; they were lying to, with their Fore- 
top Sail to the Maſt, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 
9. How was the Wind? > 12 
A, The Wind was about South Weſt neareſt, when we 


p came to Action, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 


9, How much ? 

A. A moderate little Breeze. 3 

9. How many Knots do you think an indifferent going 

Ship of War might have gone, if ſhe had ſet all her 
A. About four and a half, I believe. 

Q. Do you know what Sail was ſet by the Admirals Divi- 


| fon, upon the Signal's being made for engaging ? 


A. To the beſt of my Remembrance they had their 


| Top Sails ſet; the Admiral's Diviſion---the Rear of the 
Fleet. | E - | 


9. How long was it from the Time the Signal was 


| made for Battle, till the Ships in the Van of the Enemy bore 


away ? : 


A. About an Hour. = 5 
9. Do you think that if the Admiral and his Diviſion had 
ſet all the Sail they could, and bore away as the Van did, 


| they might have come to a cloſe Engagement with the Ene- 


my, during that Time? 

A. I know no Impediment why they could not. 

9. # You have ſaid that you know no Impediment to the 
Admiral and his Diviſion going down to a cloſe Engagement; 
did the Admiral and his Divifion make ſuch a Sail, and bear 
down in ſuch a Manner, as to bring himſelf and his Diviſion 
to as cloſe an Action with the Rear of the Enemy, as the 
Van of our Fleet was with the Van of the Enemy ? 


A. I did not perceive what Sail was ſet, after the Signal 
| was made to engage; for I then went down to my Quarters 


from the Quarter-deck. | 

9, You have ſaid that the Enemy was in a Line of 
Battle ahead ; were not our Ships in an oblique Line with 
the Enemy, our Rear farther from their Rear than our 


| Van was from their Van, at the Time the Signal was made 
tor Battle ? | | | 


A. They were. 


2. Then was there a Poſſibility, ſuppoſing: the Ships of 
our Van and the Ships of our Rear being pretty equal Go- 


ers, that the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion could have 


cloled the Enemy's Rear Diviſion as ſoon as our Van cloſed 


their 
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their Van, unleſs they had bore away as much as che Van 
did, and ſet more Sail than the Van did? 

A. I believe they might. 

57 ion repeated. 

did not underſtand it at firſt-—=No, they coul 

Fay 
. During the Action, did you ever ſee the Admiral and 
his iviſion engaged with the Enemy? 2h 

A. I did not. 

Q. +During the Time that the Defiance was engaged with 
the Enemy, what was her neareſt Diſtance to the Ship or 
Ships you engaged? 

A. About three hundred Vards, I think. 23 

D. + Were you near enough to engage with Small-arms? 

A. We were; we did engage with Small-arms. 

2, & Do you think, near enough to do Execution with 


them; had oa any body killed or wounded with Small 


mot? 
A. I do not remember that we had any body either killed 


or wounded with Small-ſhot : I believe we could not do much 


Execution with them. 
O. At what Diſtance was the Leader of the French 


Van from your Ship, when the Signal for Battle was 
made ? 


A. About a Mile and a half. 
Q. Was the Defiance then upon the French Leader's Beam, 


or before, or abaft his Beam, and how many Points i in either 


of the latter Caſes ? 

A. She was before our Beam when the Signal was made for 
Battle, about a Couple of Points, I 2 85 but J can't be 
certain, for I did not ſet her. 

. You have ſaid, the Defiance was engaged in the Adi. 
on; inform the Court in what Time her Damages were re- 
paired after the Action, ſo as to make her fit for Action 


again? 
A. It was the 24th at Night, before we got another Fore- 


top-maſt up; the other Fore-top-maſt was wounded from 


Cap to Fid. 
ueſtion repeated. 


A. Not till the 25th; ſhe could not be fit for Action til 
her Maſts were repaired. 


Q. What occaſioned the Delay in not having her fit for 


Action ſooner ? 
A. Her * were ſo great they could not be repaired 


before. O. Did 
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9. #% Did you obſerve any very great Damage done to the 
Enemy's Ship oppoſed to you in that Action? 

{ A. I did not obſerve any particular Damage. 

9. Do you imagine that the Van of the French Fleet was 
drove away to Leeward by the fuperior Fire of our Van, or 
called off by their Admiral * 2 | 
and A. I believe from the ſuperior Fire of our W 

| 2, Did not the French Rear, after their Van was beat a- 
f way from ours, make Sail up, and Rep at our Yan as they 
1th WF paſſed them? 
r A. They did. 

D. Did your Ship receive any Fire from FE French Rear 

as they paſſed you; and it ſhe did, what Damage did ihe re- 
ceive from it? 
: A. We did not receive a good deal of their Fire; and ſhe 
- | received Damage from it in her Rigging, her Sails, and her 
Hull. 

QQ Do not you think, that if the Admiral and the Rear 
ed Diviſion had made all the Sail they poſſibly could, they might 
ch have preventedthe French Rear from firing at our Van? 

A. Tknow no Impediment why they could not. 
ch Q. + Was there any Space of Time you was unengaged, 
2 Wi between the French Van bearing away, and the Time you re- 

| ceived the Fire of the Enemy's Rear? 

A. There was a little, but I can't be certain how long, I 
m vas ſo very buſily employed, reeving of Top Sail Ties, and 
er fixing the Rigging. 

Q. In that little Space of Time, did you ſee the Admiral, 

of and our Rear Diviſion ? 

be A. I did ſee them, but at a great Diftance. 

Q. Were they conſiderably to Windward of the Enemy” 5 
i- WF Rear at that Time? 

4 They appeared ſo to me, but at 1 no Time to make any 
particular Obſervation. 

Did the Admiral and the Rear, in that Space of Time, 
© WF =ppear to you to be ſetting all their Sails, and uſing all their 
n dett Endeavours to intercept the Rear of the Enemy from 

coming to you, and giving you their Fire? 

„ 4 1 do not know whether they did or no. 

l Q. Can you tell what nul they had ſet at that Time when 
- you ſaw them? 

* A. I cannot. | 

| 9. t You have ſaid, you ſaw the Rear Diviſion at a conſider- 
able Diſtance from our Van, when the French Rear paſſed it; 


d What ara you apprehend to have occaſioned that Diſtance? 
A. 1 


Van 


* Bos. F Moor. = t Simeor- 


Tr 8 
* 2 — 


[ 124 1 

A. I really do not know. | 

Q & Do you ſuppoſe it could have happened, if our Rear 
Diviſion had 296 all the Sail they could from the Begin- 
ning ? 

we # I do 1 _—_ it cou'd not. 

Priſoner a __ 

Q. You ſaid you knew of no Impediment to the Admira 
and his Diviſion coming to a cloſe Engagement with the E. 
nemy ; did you never hear that there was an Impediment, 
and if you ever did, what was it? 

A. I never did hear of any. 

Q. Was not the Defiance abreaſt of, or ahead of the 
French Van, when you firſt _" away agreeable to the Sig- 
nal to lead large? 

A. No. 

Q. What was her Poſition then, with Regard to the Bear- 


ings of the headmoſt Ship of the French Van ? 


A. I did not fet her Bearings, but ſhe was ahead of the 
Defiance. 

Q. I mean when the Signal was made to lead large FRED 

A. At that Time ſhe was ahead of the Defiance, ſhe was 
before the Beam---upon the Bow, and ahead withal. 

Q. When the Signal was made to engage, did you not 
bear down before the Wind? 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, we went down with 
the Wind a little abaft the Beam. 

Q. Was you then in a Line with the Admiral, agreeable 
to the Signal out ? 

A. TI cannot juſtly ſay whether we were in a direct Line 
but it could not vary much---near in a Line. 

Q. You have ſaid, that you imagined that the Van of tre 
EK ma bore away, though none of them appeared diſabled, 
to avoid the ſuperior Fire of our Van; do not you think the 
Damage ſuſtained by our Van, a Proof of the Superiority of 
the Fire of the Enemy's Van! 3 

A. I do ſuppoſe that the Enemy's Van muſt have received 
a good deal of Damage, though it was not apparent t0 
me. 
Q. When you was = with the Enemy, did they fire 
Small-arms at your Ship ? 

A. I think they did, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 

Q. Was the Signal for the Line ahead continued out on 
board the Ramillies, after the Signal to engage? | 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Did you obſerve the Ships which received Damage - 
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the Ae, with Vards or Top- maſts down during the three 
Days after the Action? 

A. I believe ſome of the Ships lowered their lower Yards 
down, and ſome ſhifted their Top-maſts, but I can't be par- 
ticular what Ships; the Ship Captain I remember in particu- 
lar to have ſeen her Lower-yards down. 

Q. Did you not ſee the Enemy the Morning after the Ac- 
tion, or hear of their being ſeen in the North Weſt Quarter 
towards Mahon? 

A. I did not ſee them, but have ſince heard, they were 
ſeen by ſome of the Ships. 

As you have ſince heard they were ſeen, do you appre- 
hend that the Fleet was in a proper Condition to make Sail, 
and attack the Enemy's Fleet the next Morning after the 
Action? 

A. No, I imagine that they were not. 

Q. Then if the Enemy had attacked our Fleet the next 
Morning after the Action, as none of their Ships appeared 
diſabled, do not you apprehend that they would have had a 
very conſiderable Advantage over us? 

A; I believe they might. 

Q. Did not you ſee the Enemy's Fleet, in the North Eaſt 
Quarter, on the 23d in the Afternoon, or Evening, or hear 


of its being ſeen ? 


A. I believe I ſaw them. ; 

Q. Do you apprehend that the Enemy” Fleet continued off 
Mabon after the Action? 

A. I believe they did; I ow nought to the contrary. 

. Q. Did you apprehend, that the Fleet was in a Condition 
to attack the Enemy's Fleet any Time before the Council of 


| Wars and after the Action? 


A. Not equal to what they were tie Day of Action. 

Court aſked, 

Q. What was the Condition of your Ship on the 20th of 
May, as to Men, before the Action; 

A. We had ſeveral Men ſick, and, to the beſt of my Re- 
membrance, there were fifteen who could not come to Quar- 
ters; I quartered Soldiers in their Room. 

Q- As you have faid, that your Diſtance from the E- 


nemy in Time of Action was too great for Small-arms 


to do Execution, was your Ship weakened at all in her 
Force by theſe fifteen mers Og taken from the Small- 
arms? | | 

A. No; her great Guns were not. 8 
Q. How 
* Moor. 
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AN How many Men had ſhe killed and wounded in the 
Action ? 


A. The Captain and Boatſwain killed, and twelve private 


Men ; and forty-five wounded. 
Were all thoſe forty-five wounded ſo as to be entirel 
diſabled; or how many of them were ſo wounded ? 

A. I cannot juſtly ſay how many were; but the greateſ 
Part of them were wounded ſo as to be unſerviceable. 

, You have ſaid, That your Ship was not fit for Action 
again till the 25 th, as your freſh Top- maſt was not up before 
that Time; ; was that the chief Impediment to your being 
able to get the Ship ready to engage again before that Time 

A. That was the laſt Thing that was done in repairing her 
at Sea; we were continually employed repairing of her Rigg- 
ing from the Day of Action till that Time. 

O. Did you uſe the ſame Shrouds and Beck Ras to your 
new Top-maſt as were to the old one? 

A The ſame, by ſplicing and knotting them. 

„At this Time, after the Action, you had the Com- 
kin of the Defiance, had you not ? 

A. Yes, till the 22d, when Captain Hervey came on board 
and took the Command of her. 

O, If, while you had the Command of her, you had been 
direficd to uſe your utmoſt Diligence in preparing the Ship 
for a ſecond Action ; how ſoon do you think ſhe might have 


been got in ſuch Readineſs as for you to have acquainted the | 
Commanding Officer that ſne was fit ſor Action? 


A. Not till the 25th in the Morning. 

Q. * How long was the Defiance engaged? * 

A. From the firſt of the Action till the laſt, I believe it 
was near two Hours and a half; I had no Watch in my 
Pocket, and therefore could not be particular to Time. 

2. Vou mean till the TIO Rear paſſed you ? 

A” Yes. 

O. Did your People 3 to do n Duty, ad willingly; 
was there any Deficiency 1n the oy" s Company dome their 
Duty during the Action? 

A They all behavcd very well. | 

S. You have ſaid, That you had 3 Men SEES 


in the Action, the greateſt Part wounded fo as to be unfit for 


Duty, how many of thoſe wounded Men were fit for Service 
delele the Fleet ſailed for Gibraltar ? | | 

A. I do not know. 
. Were any of the fifteen Men, who were ſick, and 
not 
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got fit for Action on the Day of Engagement, be fit 


for Action when the Fleet failed for Gibraltar ? 

A. I do not know. 

Priſoner 2 

Q. Vou have ſaid, that the Defaance engaged from firſt to 
laſt two Hours and a half ; did ſhe continue engaged all that 
Time? 

A. The greateſt Part of the Time; I can't be particular 
in regard to the exact Time, as I had no Watch | in my 
Pocket. 

Q. Had you any of the Enemy's Shot lodged in your Ship; 
if any their Hot fell under your Obſervation what were : their 


different Weights and Calibres ? 


A. There were ſome lodged i in the ſhip which were cut 
out ; I did not weigh them, but believe the largeft to be near 
the fize of our Thirty two Pounders. 

Q. What was the Weight of the ſhot of ths Dy 
lower Tier? 

A. Twenty-four Pounders. 

Q. Did you form any Judment of the Bae 8 Ne 
or had you any Authority to believe them ſuperior to the 
Britiſh Fleet, either before or after the „ ? 

A. Idid not believe them Superior. 

Q. What Reaſon had you to believe ſo. 


A. It did not appear to me that — were ſuperior; From 


that I ground my Belief. 


Q. Did you take the Pains to count their Ports in their 


Lower-tier, and Upper-tier, to form that Judgment ? 
A. I did not. 
Q. Was your up eſteemed a well Manned fhip, or a 


bad Manned ſhip ? 


A. She was not a well Manned ſhip, I can't ſay, a as to 
ſeamen. 

Q. Was ſhe not a leaky thip all the Voyage; and came 
out ot England leaky ? 

A. She made a little Water, we © pump her once every 
Four and Twenty-hours; it was a conſtant Leak that was 
5 ven Bottom; it could not be found when ſhe was in 

oc 

Q. Had you not a ſupply of ſeamen lent you the Evening 
before the Action, on account of her being fickly ; acquaint 
the Court what number was put on Board you, and from 
what Ship ? 

A. We received Twenty of our own People from the Dol. 
oi, which Men were lent from the Defiance at Gibraltar 

Order. Q Are 
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Q. Are you ſure all thoſe Twenty. belonged to the Ds. 


* ? 

A. The Defiance lent twenty Men to the Dolphin in Gi. 
braltar Bay, and we received but Twenty. 

Q. Do you know of any Men lent you from the Rami. 
lies, to aſſiſt in refitting your ſhip, and getting her-ready for 
Action again ? 

A. We received, to the beſt of my Remembrance, thirty 

ſeamen from the — to aſſiſt in refitting the ſhip: as| 
obſerved before, the Defiance was not well Manned as to 
feamen. 


Q. For how many days together was you ſupplyed with 


thoſe Men to aſſiſt you ? 

A. I can not be certain, but I believe they were ſent on 
Board the Ramillies the Twenty fourth in the Afternoon. 

Q. When did Captain Hervey take the Command of your 
ſhip ? 

A. He took the Command the twenty ſecond ; by the 
Date of his Commiſſion he is entered the twenty ſecond, to 
the beſt of my Remembrance, on the ſhip's books. 

Court > 

Q. Did you in the Defiance beat your Genet out 4 
the Line, without the Aſſiſtance of any other ſhip ? 


A. T have great Reaſon to believe we did, as I am pretty 


well aſſured no other ſhip could be near enough to fire 
ſhot at her. 

Q. Did the Leak you have mentioned in the Defiance at 
any Time of the Action take Men from the Guns to the 
Pump, ſo as to your loſing the Fire of any of the Guns ? 


A. It did not. 
Witneſs withdrew. 


Lieutenant Thomas Barber, late Firſt Lieutenant if 
the Cheſterfield, ſworn. 


Q. + Where was you quartered on the Twentieth of May 
when the Engliſh and French Fleets came to Action? ? 

A. Upon the Upper-deck. 

Q. What was the Poſition of the French Fleet, when the 
Signal was made for Battle that Day: 

A. They lay with their Heads to the Northward, with 
their Main-top Sails to the Maſt. 

Q. How was the Wind? 

A. In the Weſt South Weſt and South Weſt, 1 think, 

Q_ How was the Weather ? 


# Keftel. + Prefudeit. 


A. Moderate | 


PI fora > — 
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A, Moderate Gales. | 
. How many Knots do you think an indifferent odink 
Ship of War might have gone large, if ſhe had ſet all her 


Sails? 
A. I believe ſhe might have went five or fix Khow 


le. 
0 Or with the Wind right aft ? 

A. I don't apprehend there would have been much Dif- 
ſerenctee 

Q. Do you know what Sail was ſet by the Admirals Di- 
8 immediately upon the Signal for engaging being 
made? 
A. I do not well recollect what Sail the Admiral had ſet 
at that Time. 

Q. Did you ſee any Part of our Fleet engage, and which 
of them did or did not ? 

A. I faw the Van, after the Signal was made for Action, 
bear down and engage; and likewiſe the Rear, at different 


| times, except the Deptford, which was ordered out of the 


Line; and I don't recollect that I ſaw the Kingſton en- 
Cage. 


What diſtance was our Van from the Van of the Ene- | 


| my, at the Time they began to engage ? 


A. That I could not be capable of judging hy at the Dif. 


tance we were from them. 


Q. Were the Ships in our Rear Diviſion as near the Ene- 


my at that Time as the Van was? 
A. No, they were not. 
. Did you ſee any Ships in the Van of the Easy bear 
oy a the * in our if you did, at what 
ime! 


A. I faw one Ship, but the particular Time I can't 


mention. 

Q. At what Time do you gueſs ? 

A. After they had engaged ſome Time. 

I muſt obſerve to the Court, that I was ſent down many 
Times from the Quarter-deck to my Quarters, to keep the 
People in readineſs, as Captain Lloyd expected the Signal to 
| bear down to aſſiſt the Tntrepide every Minute. 

Q Did you ſee any Part of the Rear of — Enemy en- 
gaged with the Van of our Fleet ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Witneſs withdrew, being told, with the Priſoner's G—_ 
that bis 2E vidence would be no more Wanted. 
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Lieutenant Charles Buckner, acting Fourth Lieutenant 
of the Lancaſter, Sworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the 20th of May, in the 
Action between the Engliſh and French F lets? 

A. Upon the Upper Deck. 

Q. What was the Poſition of the French F leet when the 
Signal was made for Action that Day? 

A. To the beſt of my Reelle sn, they were e hing to 
with their Main-top Sails to the Maſt, | 
Q. How was the Wind? A 

A. I think, about South Weſt. of 

. How many Knots do you think an 1 indifferent going 
Ship. of War might have gone, if ſhe had ſet all ber 4 
ails? 

A. About three or four Knots. 

Q. Do you know what Sail was ſet in the Admiral's Ship n 
. after the Signal was made to engage? Þ 

I do not. A 

Q Give the Court an Account what Ships of our's bor g 
down to attack the Enemy, upon the Signal for Action be- 
ing made. * 

. I can't pretend to ſay, being buſy at my Quarters, and 
Aid not know but that every Ship was engaged, till after te , 
Action was over. 

Q. Did the Ship you was in bear down to engage ? 

A. We bore down, as did the Buckingham, and the Ships we 
ahead. 

Q. * Can you give the Court any Account at all ofthePro 


ceedings of the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion, from the d 
Time the Signal for Battle was out, till the Time the Ene. 0 : 
my's Rear had paſſed our Van? | 

A. No. 
= Did the Enemy's Rear paſs our Van ? T 
I don't recollect. * 


3 Were you not in the Van? | | 
A, Yes. | | 1 
Q. + How did you know, ane the Action was over, that 


any of our Ships were not engaged ? - 
A, Only by the Reports from People of different eure : p 
Q. | You have ſaid, the French Fleet lay to with thel "0 
Main-top Sails to the Maſt ; did the Arn Line fall dd 


and come to at that Time, or had they Head-way ry 14 
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A, I did not take any particular Notice of their falling off 
and coming to; but I ſuppoſe they fell off and came to, if 
they continued lying to. 

. When the Signal was made to engage, what was the 
Diſtance of the Lancaſter from the Third Ship of the Ene- 


| my's Van? 


A. Within a Mile, I believe. 

Priſoner aſked, 

. In the Evening, where was the Situation of your Ship 
after the Action was over ? 

A. I really don't know ; I received a Fall during the 


Action, which prevented my taking a Watch after the Ac- 


tion was over. 

Q. I think you have ſaid, that you did not hear, till the 
Action was over, but that all the Ships were —— Pray, 
did you never hear that the Ramillies was engaged ? 

A. I have heard ſo. 

8 Did you never hear, that ſome Ship or Ships, during 
the Time of her being in Action were cloſe upon her Lee 
Bow, and obliged her to throw all aback, to prevent their 
being on board her ? 


A. There were a great Number of Things reported after 


the Return of the Fleet, but I don't particularly remember 
that Circumſtance. 

Q. ® What was the Condition of the Lancaſter as to Men, 
the Morning of the Day of Action ? 

A. We were in a very good Condition, after getting 
twenty Men from the Experiment by the Admiral's Order ; 
twenty, I think, was the Number, 

Q. What was the Number you had killed and wounded 


during the Action? 


A. We had only one Man killed, and [ think twelve or 


fourteen wounded. 
Q. What other Damages did the Ship receive during the 
Action ? 


A. We loſt our Mizen- -top Maſt; moſt Part of the Run- 


ning Rigging was Cut, and ſome of the Standing Rig- 
ring. 

Q. After the Day of Action, how long 1 was it before 
your Ship was in a Condition to have come to Action 
again ? 

A. I believe the might be | in a Condition ene two Days 


after. 
Witneſs withdrew, | : 
12 „ Captain 
“* Geary. 
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Captain Paul Henry Ourry, late a Polumteer on board 
the Lancaſter, ſworn. 


8 


Q. * Where was you ſtationed on board the Lancafter on 
the 20th of May, when tne Engliſh and French Fleets came 
to Action? —- 

A. Upon the Quarter-deck. | 28 

Q. Pleaſe to give the Court an Account of any Obſerve 
tions you made of the Proceedings of the Engliſh and French 
Fleets, from the Time the Signal was made to engage, til 
the Action was over. | | 

A. When the Signal was made to engage, it was twenty 
Minutes after Two. = 

Q. Do you ſpeak poſitively as to Time; is it by Gueſs, 
or by your Watch ? | | 

A. The Time of this Signal is by my Watch ; but just 
as that Signal was made I parted with my Watch, and! 
ſpeak to Time afterwards by my Judgment.—We received 
the Enemy's Fire as we were going down right before the 
Wind. As we were going down right before the Wind, 
Captain Edgcumbe called to Mr. We/?, to know whether be 
ſhould take the Ship ahead of the French Commodore {the 
ſecond in Command, which I believe was the Couronne) ot 
the Ship ahead of her, not knowing that the Deptford wa WM 
ordered out of the Line; Admiral Veſt anſwered, to take 
the French Commodore, and he would take the Ship-aſtem 
of him: So we continued down, and brought up at a Qua- 
ter before Three and engaged the French Commodore“ 
Ship, which in a very little Time after put right before the 
Wind—lI ſhould firſt of all ſaid, that upon our firſt Fire, fic 
immediately filled her Main-top Sail, as we were much dil- 
abled in our Rigging and Sails in going down to them, ol 
the Smoke clearing up from our firit Fire, found the French 
Ship to be almoſt upon our Bow; upon which Mr. Edgcumr 
ordered me forward upon the Forecaſtle, to ſee ſome of the 
Head-ſails clear for wearing the Ship, as all our other Sail 
were aback; upon which we hoiſted our Fore-top-mal 
Stay-fail, and wore the Ship; we were obliged to let her C 
wear till our Sails, which were ſquare and lying aback, filled, 
which carried us ſomething ahead of our Station, and t0 
Leeward withal of our Admiral: After which we brougit Q 
up again, and as we Juff'd up, the Sails brac'd themſelves, 
and engaged the ſame Ship: The Action continued il lell 
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ttle af er, when ſhe went off right before the 


Four, or a li er, 
ing obliged to fill our Sails, and run down 


ard Wind. By our b. 


ſo to Leeward, we became pretty near in a Line ahead with 


the Foudroyant; upon which ſhe fired her Bow-chaſe at us, 
r on but did not reach the Ship. Mr. Edgcumbe ſent me down 
ame on the Lower- deck, to get two of the Lower- deck Guns out 
of the Stern- ports; the Lieutenant commanding on the 
Lower-deck got one out, and I got the other: I fired mine, 
a- but the Officers in the Stern-gallery ſent Word it did not 
ench reach ; the Reaſon of which was, I believe, that the Coun- 
till ter would not admit of the Gun being laid down low enough. 
From the Time the Signal was made to bear down, till the 
ent) I Time we left off engaging in the Lanca/ter, which was a- 
bout a Quarter after 
zeks any Thing of the Proceedings of the Rear of the Fleet. 


It being after Four, the Court adjourned till To-Morn- 


Jl ing Nine Clock. | 

oy Friday, 1th of January, | 1757. 

＋ 1 Court met according to Adjournment, Prifoner 
[the brought in; and Audience admitted, m5 

* ö „ : Witneſſes | called. 

= | Captam Ourry again called in. 

25 „ How long was you engaged with your Oponent, and 


the how near to her ? | 
& A. Near two Hours; the firſt fire within Mufket-ſhot. 
575 Q. Did any of the Muſquettry of the Enemy's Ship 


reach you ? 


on | 
end A. Yes; one Man, one of the Soldiers, ſhot in the 
umbt Thigh, upon the Poop ; and ſeveral Shot were pickt up in 


tze the Ship afterwards ; but this did not continue above Half 


cal; an Hour within reach of Muſket-ſhot, the enemy laſking 
away from us. | | 


maſt ; | 
bet Q. Did any other Ship engage her with you, before ſhe 
led Pore away the laſt Time? OR | 

d to A. Not to my Knowledge. . 

ught Q. Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy's Fleet, or any 
lues fart of it paſs by our Van, and give them their fire ? 


LF A. As we were ſomething ahead of our Station when we 
ou ft off engaging ourſelves, the Rear, ſof the Enemy's Fleet 
"9 ts were 


0 Preſident. 


our, it was impoſſible for me to ſee 
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were aſtern of us, out of Gun-ſhot ; but coming up, as J 
ſaid before, the Foudroyant fired at us; upon which, Orders 
were given to get on board our Fore and Main Tack, to 
make Sail to give the Ship way to tack ; being employed on 
that Service, juſt at that Time did not obſerve whether the 
enemy were fring at our Ships, or not; before we tackt, I 
ſaw a Ship which I took to be the Culloden, with all her Sails 
ſet, following after the enemy, and the Ramillies and Cul. 
loden both were at a conſiderable diſtance aſtern of our Van, 
the Ramillies with her Top-ſail Yards ſquare. Soon after this 
we tackt, which took my obſervations off to affiſt in attend- 
ing the Ship. | | 3 
Q. You have ſaid, That the Foudroyant fired at the Lan. 
caſter as ſhe was coming up; did the Lancaſter receive any 
Damage in her Hull, Maſts, Yards, Rigging, or Men, by 
that Fire ? | Vs 
A. No. | 
Q. What Diſtance was the Admiral and our Rear Divi- 
ſion from you at that Time? 1 
A. Between four and five Miles, or ſomething about that 
Diſtance. 3 
Q: Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy at any Time come 
up and fire upon any of the Ships of our Van, beſides the 
Lancaſter? | „ 1 
A. I did; but juſt the particular Time I can't ſay; it 
was after we had done engaging ourſelves that I obſerved that, 
. * With the Wind there was, if the Admiral and his 
Diviſion, had ſet all their Sails from the Time the Signal 
was made for Battle, and uſed their utmoſt Endeavours, 
could they not have prevented the Rear of the Enemy from 
giving you and the reſt of our Van their Fire? 
A. | believe they could. Ee 
Q. + You have ſaid, That this firing of the Rear of the 
Enemy upon our Van, was after you had done engaging the 
 Enemy's Van; did you, in that ſmall Interval, ſee the Ad- 
miral and the Rear Diviſion? | | 
A. I have anſwered before, that I did ſee them. 
Q. Do you know what Sail the Admiral and his Diviſion 
had ſet at that Lime? - | 
A. The Culloden had all her Sails ſet, Top-gallant Sails, 
Jib, Stay fails, and Courſes; and the Ramillies was lying, 
as ] ſa. before, with her Top-ſail Yards ſquare, 
Q. Did you ize then, or near that Time, the Culloden's 
Pendant out on board the Admiral? | 
A. I Did 


* Prefeaent, + Moor. 
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| Main-top Sail ? 
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A. I did not. 185 | _ 
Q. How long did the Culloden continue with all her Sail? 
A. I have anſwered before, that I do not know how long 
ſhe continued, being ordered to attend the Ship in her 


{ Stays. 


Q. * When the Signal was made for Battle; you have ſaid 


that the Lancaſter bore away right before the Wind; what 


Gail had ſhe ſet? Fs lb | 

A, Three Top-fails. 

Q. At what Rate might ſhe go with that Sail? 

A, Between one and a half or two Knots. | 

Q. Did you ſee the Admiral and the Rear-Diviſion bear 
down upon the Enemy when the Lancaſter did? 

A, Juſt as the Signal was hoifting, I did ſee the Ramillies 


bear down at the fame Time; and from that Time until we 


leſt off engaging, I did not obſerve or ſee any Thing more of 
the Admiral. 

Q. At that Time how much did the Ramillies bear away 
from the Wind ; and what Sail had ſhe ſet ? 

A. In the Situation we were in, I could ſee but his Top- 
ſails; and as I ſaid before, juſt when the Signal was hoiſting, 
I ſaw the Ship bear away; ſhe might then be four or five 
Points from the Wind. w_ 

Q. + You have faid, that the French Commodore in their 
Van filled his Main-top Sail on receiving the Lancaſter's firſt 
Fire; did all the Ships in the French Van fill their Main-top 
Sails at the ſame Time? TS | 

A. As far as I could ſee of them both ahead and aſtern of 
the French Commodore, they dig. | 

Q. Did the reſt of the Engliſh Van fill and ſtand on with 
the Enemy's Van, when the French Commodore filled his 

A. I did not obſerve whether the Ships ahead of us did; 
but we kept our Foreſail down, and I ſaw the Buckingham 
with hers likewiſe, her Main-top Sail Yard being then gone. 

Q. When the Lancaſter firſt began to bear down upon the 
French Commodore, what Diſtance do you judge her to be 
from the French Commodore? 

A. Better than a Mile and a Half. e 

Q. At what Time did the Lancaſter tack ? 

A. A Quarter before Five or thereabouts; at the ſame 
Time two of the French Ships of the Enemy's Van tacked, 

Q. As you have ſaid, when the Signal was made for * 
| EY the 
Heppel. + Simcoe, 
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| | F 36 J 
the Lancaſter was about a Mile and a Half from the Frencdb 
Commodore? How far might the Admiral, and our Rear 
Diviſion, be from the Rear of the Enemy ? | 

A. The Situation that our whole Fleet was in, there was 
no two Ships of an equal Diſtance from the Enemy's; our 


Leading Ship, the Defiance, being ſomething better than a Mile 


from the Enemy's Leading Ship; and our Rearmoſt Ship, the 
King ton, better than three Miles from the Enemy's Rearmoſt 
Ship; I mean. this at the Time the Signal was made for 
Battle. — : | Lo | 

Q. You ſay, the next Time that you faw the Admiral, and 
our Rear Diviſion, was after you had done engaging the Van 
of the Enemy; and then you ſaw the Ramillies and Culloden 
at ſome Diſtance from you; from the Time that you firſt bore 


away, to this Time that you next ſaw them, had they in that 


Time neared the Rear of the Enemy? 

A. As we were ſomething ahead of our Station, I can't 
judge the Diſtance they might be at from the Enemy at that 
Time, but by all Appearance to me the Foudrovant ſeemed to 
be farther from the Admiral than before, ſhe having at that 
Time her Fore Sail ſet, making up to theſe Ships that were 
drove to Leeward by our Van. | 

Q. * When you obſerved the Ramillies and Culloden, did 
you ſee no other Ships of the Rear? Re] 

A. I did not particularly fix my eye on any other Ships; 
only juſt as we left off engaging, was looking out to ſee where 
the Admiral was, then I ſaw the Culloden with all her Sails 
ſet. | LT. | 

Q. You have ſaid, that at a Quarter before Five, or there- 
abouts, the Lancaſter tacked, and at the ſame Time two of 
the French Ships of the Enemy's, Van tacked; did you then, 
or ſoon after, ſee the Ramillies ahd our Rear Diviſion ? 

A. Being employed attending the Ship, cutting our Boats 


away, I did not obſerve them. 


Q. When was the firſt Time, after this, that you obſerved 
them? 8 | LO 
A. Not till three Quarters after Five, when the Signal was 
made for the Rear Diviſion to brace their Main-top Sails to 
the Maſt. | 
Q. Did you ſee that Signal flying yourſelf ? | 
A. I might have ſeen it, but as I was a Volunteer in the 
Fleet I had no Signals, and took that from others Remarks; 
from the Minutes taken on the Poop; they called when the 
Signal was made. 1 
Q. Did 


” Keppel 
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Time? 


11 
Q. How were they ſituated? 


A. Seemingly to me in a Line, going off with their Top 


Sails and Fore Sail. 


Q. By going off, do you mean, after they had given their 


Fire to Part of our Van? 
A. I do mean after they had given their Fire to our Van; 
and at the ſame Time the Signal to fill and ſtand on was made; 


| this was at Six o'Clock: And at half paſt Six, that Signal was 


hauled down. 
Q. How many Men had the Lancaſter killed and wounded? 
A. Only one killed; Of the wounded I cannot be particu- 
lar; there were two loſt their Legs, and there were ſeveral 
ſlightly wounded. | E 


Q Do you know how ſoon the Lancaſter was in a Condi- 


ion for Action again! 

A. The next Day, at Four o'clock in the Morning. 
Q. Do you recollect which ſhips from the Leader of the 
Enemy's Van, were the two French Ships you obſerved to tack 
when the Lancaſter tacked? . >} 1 
A. The two Leaders, the headmoſt and the ſecond Ship. 


| Q. How long did they continue on the Starboard Tack; 
and did they fire at.any of the Engliſb Van after they had 


:acked ? | | 

A. In Anſwer to the firſt Part of the Queſtion, they did not 
keep their wind after they had tacked, but bore away as if 
they were changing their Order; they went in the Middle of 
their Fleet, and did not fire at any of our Van after they had 


tacked. | 


Q. You have ſaid, that when you tacked you was preven- 
ted from obſerving the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion, by be- 
ng employed in tending the Ship, and cutting the Boats away; 
inform the Court, for what Reaſon or Purpoſe you cut away 
thoſe Boats ? 5 

A. The Boats being ſhot, and we wanting to give our Ship 
Way through the Water to ſtay, was the Reaſon we cut our 
Boats away, being afraid that the Foudroyant, and the Ships in 
her Rear, ſhould gain the Wind of us, their Sails not being 
much damaged, and ours very much ſo. 5 

Priſoner aſſed, : ; 

Q. What Sail had the Lanca/ter ſet when ſhe tacked ? 


A. Main 


. Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy's Fleet at that 
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L 138 Þ © 
A. Main Sail and Fore Sail, her Top Sails much ſhatter. 
ed, and her Mizen-top Sail hanging down. | 
Q. Had you not your Top-gallant Sails ſet ? 
A. I cannot remember whether we had or not. 
Q. Do you remember whether you had your Jib and Stay. 


ſails ſet? 
A, Neither the Jib nor the Fore-top-maſt Stay-ſail, but the 


Main-top-maſt Stay-ſail was ſet. 


Q. What Boats did you cut away ? 

A. The Long-boat and the Barge. 

Q. I think you ſay you cut them away becauſe they wereſhot! 

&. The Barge was. 4 

Q. And that your Ship might have quicker Way to ſtay; 
were not thoſe two Boats taken up at Sea, and delivered to 
the Lancaſter two or three Days afterwards. 

A. The Barge was ſhot, and the Long-boat was cut away, 
for the Reaſons I mentioned before; two or three Days after, 
by a Signal from the Ramillies, a Tender that was there 
brought the Long-boat on board again, but not the Barge. 

Q. You have acquainted the Court, that the Signal was 


made at three quarters after Five, for the Rear of the Fleet to 


brace their Main- top Sails to the Maſt; do you know of any 
Signal provided for that Purpoſe only?) 3 
A. I believe there is ſuch a Signal; but as I had not your 
Signals, I even do not remember with what Flag that Signal 
was made, only as we had it from the Minute-taker on the 
Poop. 5 
Had you never the general printed Sailing and Fighting 
Inſtructions delivered to you from the Admiralty ? | 
A. Particularly not from the Admiralty; but I have al 
thoſe Things by me, though cannot retain ail thoſe Thing 
in my Head. . 
Witneſs withdrew. 


Captain Patrick Baird, late Commander of the Portland 
5 ſworn. | 


Q. Where was your Ship ſtationed on the 20th of May, i 
the Action between the Engliſb and French Fleets? 


A. The ſecond in the Van. | 
Q. * Pleaſe to give the Court an Account of the Proceeding 


of the two Squadrons, from the Time the Signal was made 
for Battle on that Day, till the Action ended, as far as fell ui 
der your Obſervetion ? f * 

; : A, ; 


#* Prefident. 
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A, The Signal for Battle was made a quarter after Two; 
the Van bore right down betore the Wind, every Ship ſteered 
directly to the oppoſite Ship in the Enemy's Van, who lay 
with their Main-top fails ſquare, aback, who began to fire; 


Van) receiving their Shot; when about a little more than a 
quarter of a Mile diſtant, the Enemy filled their Main- top 
il, which made me, the Portland, bring up and begin to fire 
ſooner than I intended; there is an Exception in the Defiance, 


and came down cloſer, There was a Signal thrown out by 
Mr. W:/t for a cloſer Engagement, which was repeated by 
the Experiment, which I looked upon to be intended for the 
Defiance, for in the Portland we could not come nearer; the 
French would not permit us, by ſtanding on. We kept en- 
gaging with the ſecond Ship about three Quarters of an Hour, 
when the third Ship of the French ſhot up, and kept a Fire at 
us. We might be engaged about an Hour and a Quarter, when 
we perceived the fourth and fifth Ships of the Enemy's Van 
bear away; they were oppoſite to the Buckingham and Cap- 


and ſoon after the three Ships of the Enemy's Van bore away 
alſo; they run to Leeward afore the Wind, and afterwards 
hauled their Wind again, but at too great a Diſtance for us to 
hre at; the Defiance having her Fore-top ſail ſplit up and 
down, could not wear; I ſhot paſt her, to lead with the Lan- 
aſter, keeping in a Parallel with theſe French Ships who had 
ſeemed to haul their Wind again. I think there was a Signal 
thrown out about Four o'Clock from the Rear Admiral, for 
the Van to fill and ſtand on; I ſtood on with the Lancaſter in 
oppoſition to theſe five Ships of the French; when by this 
Time the French Admiral was come up, as I judged, abreaſt 
of the Headmoſt Ships of our Rear Diviſion, and Captain, 
Buckingham, and Defiance. I can give no further Account of 
my engaging, for I did not fire at the Enemy after that; nor 
e any Ship aſtern of the Captain after we began to fire, till 
', 10 Waiter they had ceaſed firing in the Centre; till ſome Time after 
the French Admiral bore away. | | 
| When did you ſee the Admiral, after the Action in the 
ling an was over? „ | | 
nar BY A. It muſt be half an Hour after Five, atleaſt. | 
| ut When you did fee the Admiral then, and our Rear Di- 
viton, how were they ſanding, and under what Sail? 
| : A. I was 
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we kept right down upon them (when ] ſpeak this I mean the 


| which was ahead of me, the firſt Ship, the brought to ſooner 
and began to fire; afterwards ſhe threw all aback, wore down, 


tain; about this Time the Lancaſter ſhot out ahead of me; 
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A. I was a great Way ahead, and they ſeemed at that 


Time to ſtand in a Line. I can't anſwer for the Sails 


for their Courſes, or what they had beſides Top-ſails 

Q. * Did you ſee the Admiral's Ship at the Time the Signal 
was made for Battle ? | 

A. Yes. „„ 

Q. What Sail was ſhe then under ? 

A. I can't tell, 5 | 

Q. Did you obſerve that more Sail was made upon that 
Signal being made? „„ 

A. No; my Eyes were fix'd upon the Rear Admiral and 
Defiance, which led the Van, that I did not take any Notice 
what Sail any of the Rear made. We had bore away, and 


brought the Wind upon the Starboard-quarter : In caſting 


4 


my Eye I perceived the Whale Fleet had bare away; but whe 
ther ſo much as we in the Van, I can't judge. 

Q. Was there Wind ſuffitient to have carried the Admuril 
and his Diviſion down cloſe to the Enemy, from the Time 
the Signal was made to engage, till the Van of the Eneny 
_—_ * if they had bore away properly and ſet all ther 

ails! 

A. Yes; as we only run down under our Top:; ſails. 

Q. + When you brought up in order to engage the Ship op- 
poſed to you, did you caſt your Eye towards the Admiral ant 
our Rear Diviſion? | 1 | 

No, | | | | 

Q. In the Poſition the two Fleets were when the Signal was 
made for Battle, was it poſſible for the Admiral and our Rear 
Diviſion to cloſe the Enemy's Rear as ſoon as you did, with: 
out going right down before the Wind, and carrying more 
Sail than you did? EE oo 
A. No, they could not; the Diſtance muſt have been much 
greater. | 


Q. From the Time the Signal was made for Battle, to the 


Time you next ſaw the Admiral and our Rear Diviſion, do 


you think they had neared the Enemy Rear? 


A. I did not ſee the Admiral and the Rear till the Firing 


was all over, and then they appeared in a Line. 


Q. Nearer or further from the Rear of the Enemy, than 
when the Signal was made for Battle! | 

A. The Enemy had then bore away, but they were much 
nearer. SE 5 

Q. Did you ſee the Rear of the Enemy come up and gie 
their Fire to our Van. „5 

A. No 
* Pre/ident. + Moor, 


ERR] - 2 
A. No, I did not ; but it was the Enemy's Centre, the 
three Ships of the Centre, that fired at the Buckingham, Cap- 
tain, and Defiance; There was no more of the Van, for the 


Lancaſter and Portland were a great Way ahead. 


Did you at that Time ſee the Admiral and the Rear of 


our Fleet ? — 1 

A. No- perhaps ſome of the Rear of the French might 
fre at our Rear Admiral as they paſſed; but it was the Ene- 
my's Centre that fired moſt at our Rear Admiral, for our Van 
I never ſaw the Admiral, or a Ship aſtern of the Captain, 
till all the firing was over. „ 8 
Qi Did you beat away the Ship oppoſed to you by yourſelf, 
without the Aſſiſtance of any other Ship? 18 

A. No, I can't ſay that: She was a very heavy Ship, the 
ſecond Ship, of greater Force than the Portland, and the 
Third ſtill greater, which muſt be a Seventy- four Gun Ship: 
Neither did I expe& they would have bore away ſo ſoon; but 
their Fourth and Fifth Ships bearing away before, from the 
Captain and Buckingham, they bore away alfo, really to our 
great Surprize. : = | 5 

Q. How many Men had you killed and wounded ? 

A. Six killed; twenty wounded, | 

Q. Were thoſe Twenty wounded rendered incapable of 


| coming to their Quarters afterwards; or what Part of them ? 


A. There might be about fifteen that were not fit. 

Q How many Men had you on board, when you began 
the Action, fit to come to come to Quarters ? 

A. In Room of my Marines, that l put on ſhore at St. 
Philip's, I had taken on Board at Gibraltar ſixty-four Soldiers 
beſides Officers, which compleated my Complement to three 
hundred ; and ſixteen Men 1 had taken out by Order, the 


Day before, from the [2o/phin belonging to the Revenge; that 


was all I had on board at the Time of the Action: Three 


Hundred and ſixteen Men, including Widows Men. 


Q. What was the Condition of your Ship the Day beſore 
the Action? | 


A. I returned her to the Admiral fit for Sea; but ſhe had 


not been cleaned for above a Twelve- Month, it being the 
17th Day of May the Year before ſhe was fitted out for Channel 
Service from this Yard ( Portſmouth) and very badly ; for the 
Carpenter complained much of her—At that Time the Knee 
of the Head had been looſe above five Months, which we 


intended, when hove down at Mahon, to Remedy; but it 


was prevented by the French landing. Q. W 
Q. Was 
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Q. Was that any Impediment to you in engaging the Ene. 
my ? 


tion of the Ship. a = 
Q. When was the Ship fit for Action again, after the Action 
was over ? | | | of | 
A. The Twenty-fourth ; I had finiſhed every thing the 
Twenty-third, with the Aſſiſtance of the Admiral's Carpen- 
ters ({1x Carpenters) as well as Time and Place could admits 


Q. You ſaid, you received Soldiers on Board, in the Room 


of Marines left at St. Philip's ? 

A. Yes. | Th 

Q. Was you not well Manned, upon the whole, for yuu 
Numbers on Board; and did they not behave well in the Ac. 
tion? 5 | 2 

A. The Ship was very badly Manned when we ſailed from 
here; but at Sr. Philip's having exerciſed them on Shore at 
the Batteries with the Artillery Men, every ſecond or third 
Day, they were expert; and the Soldiers which I took on 
Board, in the Room of my Marines, at Gibraltar, of an old 
Regiment (Gui/e's) many of which were trained up to the 
great Guns, and created a great Emulation among the Seamen, 
to behave much better than I could have expected. 

Q. Did they do'their Duty and behave well that Day ? 

A. Very well. hs 

Q. * You have obſerved, that when you bore down on the 
Enemy's Van, they lay with the Main-top Sails ſquare or 


aback ; did you perceive the French Van, while in that Po- 


ſition, fall off and come to; or had they headway through 
the Water. : 
A, No, they kept very ſteady ina Line, 
Q. Did the French Line appear to you then formed right 
ahead of each other? 1 | 
A. Yes, they appeared ſo to me. 
Priſoner asked, =” 5 
Q. Did you obſerve the Ships that received Damages in 
the Action, with any Yards or Top-maſts down, during tie 
three Days after the Action ? 1 
A. I believe the Defiance might have them down, and the 
Captain, I can't be certain; my Yards were down two Day: 
after the Action, that is one one Day, and another another; 
the ſecond Day in the Evening the Intrepide joined us witl 
Jury Top-matts. „5 
Q. Did you not ſee the Enemy the Morning after the Ac 
| 8 1 5 tion, 
Siemcce. 


A. None at all; I only anſwer, as I am aſked, the Condi. 
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tion, or hear of their being ſeen, in the North Weſt Quarter 
towards Mahon, | 

A. No, not the Twenty-firſt ; but the Twenty-ſecond, 
there was Signals made from the Culloden, paaticularly, for 
ſceing fix or ſeven Sail in that Quarter, to the Northward. 

Q. Do you apprehend, that the Fleet was in a proper Con- 
dition to make Sail, and attack the Enemy's Fleet next Morn- 
ing after the Action, if they had been then in Sight? | 

A. By no Means, for ſeveral of the Ships in the Van had 
received ſo much Damage that they were not in a Condition 
to go down to an Enemy; and may I ſay, at the ſame Lime, 
that I thought the French might have taken the Opportunity 
of improving the Advantage they had gained by diſabling ſo 
| many Ships of the Van. = 8 
O. If the Enemy had attackt our Fleet next Morning after 
the Action, as none of their Ships appeared to be diſabled, do 
not you apprehend that they would have had a conſiderable 
Advantage over u s? | 

A. Yes, I believe they would : For I perceived no Da- 
mage, except one of them that had her Main-top-ſail Yard 
carried away, and a few Shot through the Sails ; but nothing 
like the Condition which ſome of our Ships were in. 

Q. In what Quarter of the Enemy's Fleet did that Ship 
ſeem to be, which had her Main-top-ſail Yard gone? 
A. in the Enemy's Rear ; I think pretty near the ſternmoſt 
Ship. | | | 
. Did not you ſee the Enemy's Fleet in the North Eaſt 
Quarter, on the Twenty- third in the Afternoon, or Evening; 

or hear of its being ſeen ? | | 3 
A. I was acquainted there were ſome Signals made, for 
ſceing ſtrange Ships in that Quarter, that Day the 23d. 
Q. Do you remember the Condition of the Ships of the 
Fleet on that Day, the 23d of May? | | 
| A. Not at all, I was ſo buſy getting my own Ship in a Con- 
dition, as the Admiral ſent me Order by my Lieutenant, 
| WF when he lent me his Carpenters, to get the Ship as ſoon rea- 
cy as poſſible to go down to the Enemy; and that Day, the 
23d, I had fiſhed my Fore-yard and Bowſprit, and compleat- 
ed every thing, and returned the Carpenters on Board. 
| Had you any of the Enemy's Shot lodged in your Ship; 
| if any of their Shot fell under your Obſervation, what were 
WH fieir different Weights and Calibres:? 
A. They brought up to me, 1 think, ſome Thirty-ſix 
Pounders as they call'd them, I mean French Weight; I ſaw no 
bigger; but there were ſeveral lodged in the Ship, which were 
| taken 
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taken out when ſhe hove down at Gibraltar, after ] left het. 1 

Q. Did you form any Judgment of the Enemy's Force, ot Ene 
had you any Authority to believe them fuperior to the Britiſ the 
Fleet, either before or after the Engagement? : ( 
A. I can't tell how to form the whole Strength of their Cer 
Fleet, but I could ſee ſeveral Sixty-four Gun Ships in the bad 
Van; and Seventy-four alſo, of the new French Conſtruction; 
and as the Foudroyant, the French Admiral's Ship, paſſed, A 
J counted fifteen Guns run out of his lower Tier, and ſeemel a tl 
to ſhine as if Braſs-metal. 


Q. Was there not a Survey of your Ship, upon her Retum Mert 
to Gibraltar, after the Action, by the Maſter Shipwright al Hen 
other Officers ? | 5 allot 


A. Yes, there was. | tt 

Q. Do you remember the Report of that Survey ? 
A. No, not the Particulars. e 

Q. Was ſhe not reported to be unſerviceable for Sea, unti 
ſhe had been hove down. | 

A. She was ſo. | | 

Q. And agreeable to that Report, was you not ordered in- 
to the Mole of Gibraltar? 3 1 

A. Ves, after I left her, ſhe was ordered into the Mole; 
the Knee of the Head, the Builder ſaid, could not be faſten- 
ed without heaving down; but for the Damages received b 
the Enemy, ſhe was the third worſt Ship, as he ſaid. 

Q. After the Van of the Enemy had bore away, do you 
think that the Van of our Fleet was in a Condition to purlue 
them, in the Condition they were then in? 

A. Not at al), I had much ado to make my fails ſtand, the 
were ſo torn : and that Night, and next Day, employed con- 
tinually in ſhifting Sails, and ſecuring the Rigging, 

Q. When the Enemy had bore away, do you apprehend it 
would have been proper to have purſued them with Part d 
our Fleet? = „ | 

A, Not at all. | 

Q. * Was there any conſiderable Part of our Fleet that wi} 
not diſabled ? 388 . | 

A. I believe there was in the Rear. 3 

Q. Do you know thoſe Ships that appeared not diſabled ! 

A. As I tackt and ſtood away to the Southward, I cou' 
perceive their Sails were not ſo much torn, which was all the 
Reafon I had. | | 
Q. Did you ſee any of them that had their Sails whole, no 
torn at all ? 11 


® Moor, 
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A. I did not obſerve that; one Ship I wis a long Titne 
finding out, which was the Depiford 3 but ſhe was got itits 
the Place of the [ntrepide. 

Q. According to your Judgment of the Force of the Frbnch 
Centre and Rear, is it not probable to ſuppoſe, if our Rear 
had been as "cloſely engaged as our Van, they would have 
been alſo diſabled ? 

A. Yes, I believe they would; but hete I muſt diſtinguiſh; 
as there would be only the Rear Ships to engage; and none 
to paſs by; but the Captain, Buckingham, and Defiance, af- 
ter the French Van bote away, their Centre ſhot up, and did 
them more Damage, as theſe. were the Ships that were not 
allotted to them if all had been equally engaged. 

Q. You have given us an Acedunt of the Force of wme of 
the French Ships, decording to your Judgment; but you have 
not ſaid, upon the whole, whether you had any Authority for 
thinking them ſuperior to us; have you ay Authority-for 
thinking them ſo upon the whole? 

A. I have no Authority to ſay they were ſuperior ; ; but I 
think their Force more equally divided. 

Q Was there not a Time before the Action, that the 
Enemy could form full as good a Judgment of our Force as 
you could of theirs ?. 

A. Before the Action, we could form no Judgment of 
their Force ; not before we came in a Line with them: 
Q Could they then form as good a Judgment of your 
Whole Force? | 
A. They could ſee which was the Seipel Ship; the Ra- : 
lies (ſhe was much larger than any other) as we ſtood to 
he ſouthward, before they led out, one after another, to- 
orm the Line. 
Q When you ſtood to the fouthwaid, did you not ſtand 
thwart their Van and weather them? 
A. I doubted whether we ſhould weather them ; but the 
nd, either by caſting a Point to the weſtward, or they 
nking they could not weather us, bore away to Leeward: 
* e you did weather their Van? | 
' 

Then had not the leading Ship of the Enemy A very 
00d Opportunity of judging of _ pn a of our r Ene, as: 
e croſſed them Ship by Ship 2 

A. Yes. 3 
Q Vou have faid, you' expected the Frenth would im- 


4 | 


. eee the Advantage they had gained, as our Shipb in the 
an were tabled; and the . in general appear'd op 
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but little ſo; then as they did not improve this Advantage, 


is it not, by Reaſoning, to be ſuppoſed, that they thought 
themſelves not ſuperior to you ? . 
A. No, not all; for I always lodked upon this Motion of 
the French, of being inactive, their whole Deſign was to co. 
ver the Siege of St. Philip's, and not to riſque the whole 
Squadron. 8 FEE 
Q. When did you perceive that the Ships in our Van, that 


had engaged, had repaired their Damages? 


A. The Lancaſter and Buckingham the next Day; but the 
Portland, Defiance, and Captain, I believe, might be tw 
Days afterwards; the Portland, I am ſure, was not till the 
23d in the Evening—This was by Appearance, I did not er. 
amine the ſtate of the Ships; I muſt acknowledge likewik, 
that the Intrepide, I don't know when ſhe was fit; ſhe vn 
fitting all the way down to Gibraltar. | 

Q. Were all the Ships of our Squadron the 25th of My 
in the Morning, in Appearance, fit to come to a ſecond 
Action? | 

A. Yes, they appeared ſo, except the [ntrepide. 
+ Q. What Defects did the Intrepide ſeem to have at that 

ime ? ST | 9 

A. Jury Topmaſts, Mizen Topſails for Topſails; it then 
blew freſh, and ſhe could not hoiſt her Boat up along ſide, 
her lower Maſts being ſo much damaged. 

Q. * You have taken Notice, that the Centre or Rear oſ 


the French Fleet coming up, and firing at the Buckinghan, i 


Captain, and Defiance, had done them conſiderable Damage; 
do you think, that if the Rear Diviſion of our Fleet had been 
as cloſely engaged as the Van of our Fleet was, they woll 
not have prevented that? 5 
A. They would have prevented it, if they had engaged 
and kept up with thoſe Ships. 
Priſoner aſked, E 
Q. Are you ſure that the Jury Topſails ef the Intrepid 
were Mizen Topſails; or did you never 3 had Top- 
lant Sails for 
*'Top-fails? N 
A. I took the Top- ſails to be Mizen Top-ſails, and the 
Mizen Top-fail to be a Top-gallant Sail. _ 
Q. Was ſhe not frequently towed down to Gibraltar b 
the King ſton? | | 
A. Yes, all the way from the Coaſt of Barbary, when the 
Weather would permit, | 4 


* Holbaurs. 


2 — 
Q. Do you know of any Ships in our Rear Diviſion that 
had received Damage in the Action? a 
A; I have not heard any Particulars of the Damages they 
might receive. | © 5 
Q Do you know if the Princeſs Louiſa had not received 
Damage? | p e 
A. Nothing that appeared to me; no great Damage that 
appeared to me: I ſaw ſeveral Shot- holes in her Side, as alſo 
in the Revenge's. | =_ | 
Q How many Ships were between the Princeſs Louiſa and 
the Ramillies ® n — Cs 
A. The Trident, I think; there's no other in the Line of 
battle. 335 ] ꝙ 8 
Q. Then what Diſtance do you think the Princeſs Louiſe 
muſt be from the Ramillies, according to the Signal for the 
Line of Battle then out? 
A. She ought to be a Cable and a half; the Length of her- 
elf, and the two intermediate Spaces. | : 
When the headmoſt Ship of the Enemy's Van had an 
Opportunity to reconnoitre the Strength of our Fleet as we 
aſſed them, do you not think they were the rather encoura- 
ed to give us Battle, from perceiving an Inferiority in it? 
A. No, this could not proceed from the headmoſt Ship of 
he Enemy's Van. 5 
Q Could not the headmoſt Ship of the Enemy's Van per- 
eve the Strength of our Fleet, as we paſſed them? 
A, Yes, better than any other at that Time. 
Q Do you know, or have you heard of any Impediment 
o REO our Rear engaging as cloſe as the Van? 
es. | 
Q Be pleaſed to give the Court an Account of that Impe- 
ment. 
A. T heard (I did not ſee) that when the Intrepide's Fore- 
0p-maſt was ſhot away, and Main-top-ſail Yard ſoon after- 
ards, ſhe fell aſtern upon the Revenge, which obliged her to 
u her Top-ſails aback, which occaſioned the fame to the 
Frinceſs Louiſa, Trident, and Ramillies, : 
 TheWhineſs withdrew. 


tain James Young, late Commander of the Intrepide, 
ſworn. „ 


Q. Where was your Ship ſtationed on the 20th of May, 
the Action between the Engliſh and French Fleets ? 


E! 3 
A. She was the ſternmoſt Ship of the Rear Admiral's D. 
viſion. 1 „ 

. Give the Court an Account of the Proceedings of the f 
Engliſh and French Fleets, from the Time the Signal wy 
made for Battle that Day, till the Action was over, as far 2 
came under your Obſervation. 1 33 | 

A. I have no Narrative to make of it, but I ſhall be gad * 
to anſwer any Queſtions the Court may aſk me about it. 
Q. When the Signal was made for Battle, what Ships d 
ours firſt ſteered down for the Enemy ? | 8 
A. I put myſelf down right before the Wind, as I ſaw M. 
Fe/t and the reſt of that Diviſion do it. | | | 
Q. How long did you ſtand ſo, before you came to A. 
tion? ry 2 
A. I can't be very particular about it; when I firſt put be. 
fore the Wind, the French began to fire very ſoon after that 
and I found ſome of their Shot went over, but moſt of then 
ſhort I believe it was about ten Minutes, or a quarter a 
an Hour, before 1 brought up. | 
| Q Did your Ship receive any Damage before ſhe brougit 
up! 
12 No, ſhe was ſtruck in the Hull, upon the Bow on tix 
Larboard Side. | | ; 3 
Q. Did ſhe loſe any of her Maſts ? | -" 
A. Yes, the F ore-top- maſt. | To | | 
Q. How long had you been engaged before you loſt e 145 
Fore-top-maſt! 
A. About a quarter of an Hour. : 
Q. What happened upon the Loſs of your Fore-top-malt 
A. I cut the Rigging away as faſt as I could, and ſet tit 
Fore- ſail, and hoiſted the Main-top-maſt Stay-ſail. 
Q. Did you loſe another 'Top-maſt ? 85 | 
A. Yes; that went away after the Action was over; but 
thy Main- top- ſail Yard was ſhot away in the Action, in tis 
ings. 4 
Q. Did the Loſs of your Fcre- top- maſt put any Ship ! 
Danger of being on board you? 
A. No, not as I could perceive at all. 


Q_* Did the Loſs of your Fore-top-maſt occaſion any Im 5 
pediment to the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion from going a 
down and engaging the Enemy cloſely ? aon 

A. Not as I could perceive. TO 

Q. Did you obſerve any Ships in the Rear of you, back, clof 


at the ſame Time? 4A. 
* Voor. + Preſidents 


L149 1 
did not mind the Ships juſt then; , they were te d wade 
ward of me when I bore down, 
ueſtion repeated. 


A, No, I did not then. 


Fore-top-matlt ? 


er Top-ſails aback. 
Q. Did you think at that Time that they were in any 
Danger of being on board you? _ 


tive athwart them. 


Rear of the Enemy ? 
A. Yes, becauſe I was ahead as well as to Leewind, | 
Did the Admiral and our Rear Diviſion wear down 


be Enemy? 
A, No, not when my Top-maſt went away. 
Did they afterwards, at any Time? 


Leeward of me, and paſſed me. 

Q. Did they go down to the Centre and Rear of the Ene- 
by cloſe enough to engage properly?” 

A When they made fail and paſſed me, the Prench had 
ade ſail too, and left me aſtern. * 


bu ? 


poſitive. 


C. What Sail had the Admiral and his Diviſion abroad at 


gat Time? 


d $tay-ſaile, and the Culloden had her Top-gallant-fails out. 


at the Admiral and Rear paſſed to Leeward of you ? 

A. Not much above three quarters of an Hour, or an Hour, 
believe; it can't be much above: 

Q. With the Wind there was, could the Admiral 100 this 
viſion, if they had ſet all their Sails from the Time the Sig- 
was made for Battle, and bore away 8 have come 
a cloſe Engagement with the Enemy : ? 

& They were lying to for us——Yes; I went down only 
cer my Top: ſails. 


| Q. Did you ſee any Ships backing ſoon after you loſt your 


A. I ſaw Ships pou the Weather-quarter, that were with | 


A, No, I was to Leeward of them, ſo that I could not. 


Q. Was you ſo far to Leeward then, that theſe Ships could 
ave wore clear of you, and gone down to the Centre and 


nder your Stern, and go down to the Centre and Rear of 
A. Yes, ſome Time after they made ſail and went to 
Q. What Sail had the French ſet at the Time they paſſed 
A, I think it was their Top-ſails and Fere- 1 I can't . 


A. To the beſt of my Knowledge they fet their Courſes 


How long was it after you had loſt your Fore-top- maſt 
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Q. * During that three quarters of an Hour, or an Hour, 
that you mentioned juſt before, did you * What Sail te | 


Admiral and his Diviſion were under ? ? | i 
A. No, not particularly. | 
Q. Nor any Motions they made during that Time? 1 
A. No. yo 
Q. + How long after you. loſt your Fore-top maſt, did th » 
Centre and Rear of the French Fleet continue lying to? ” 
Ai. Till the Revenge's Boat came on board me, to deſire] 
would leave off firing, that they might make Sail and gy | 
between me and the Enemy, which ſhe did directly when * 


the Boat returned; and the French ſeeing that, made ſail d. 

realy; and all the reſt of our Ships followed the Revenge= 

they made fail directly. 1 
What might be the time the Boat was * to you | 

and returning to the Revenge? 

A. I don't know what Time ſhe might be coming, but 


ſhe could not be five Minutes returning, becauſe the Revng Wl . 
was then pretty nigh us. ( 
Q. After the Admiral and his Diviſion made fail, did they 
get up to the Centre and Rear of the Enemy to a cloſe En 7 
gagement? 0 
A. The French ſeemed then to run, and I could percein of } 
that there was but ver Vun little Action. After that there ſeem ay 
a great Firing in the as they paſſed our Van. A 
Q. Did you, at any me before the Admiral and or 3 
Rear Diviſion made Sail, ſee them cloſely engaged with wy Fw 
Centre and Rear of the Enemy! . 0 
A. No; as J ſaid before, they were aſtern and to Wint ,..* 
ward of; me. 1 
Q. t Did you ſee them engaged at all ? A 
A, Yes; ſome of the Ships, they fired. from 
Q. F Did you form any Judgment of the neareſt Dita Van 
they were when they fired? Q 
o. 
2 Did you ſee any of their Shot fall? 5 as 
A. No; I was too much employed to mind any thing 0 . 
that. | | 
Q] Were they ever within Point-blank of the Enem) = 
A. I can't judge that. Ef > 
Q. *+ How near do you think you was to the Enemy ? Q 
A. Within random Muſquet-ſhot, I believe ; becauſe the "ty 
| firſt Lieutenant was wounded with a Muſquet Ball. A. 


Q: Can you ſay, then, how far the Revenge was off from 
. upon your * 23 1 


1 Kopp 


1 Geary. + Moore, t Bentley. F Holmes, || Boys. 


ur, 


7 
A. I never took Notice when the Revenge came down, nor 
how ſhe was till her Boat came on board me, nor how long 
ſhe had been nigh nmnmgmme. '- ON RT 
Q. When you bore down right afore the Wind under 
your Top-fails, upon the Signal's being made for Battle, did 
ou ſee the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion bear away too? 
A. Not ſo much as we did; they went about two Points 
from the Wind, I believe.” 5 i 7 of 88 
Q Under what Sail? | 3 
A. T think the Ramillies had her Top- fails and Fore-ſail. 
Q. If they had bore away in the ſame Manner the Intre- 
fide did, and crowded all their Sail, could they have cloſed 
with the Enemy to a proper Diſtance to engage? 
A. I could ſee no ObjeQion to that; for, as I ſaid before, 
the Enemy were lying to ? — OS | 
Did they lye to long enough to admit of it, ſuppoſing 
all the Sail had been ſet by our Rear. + 15 239 
A. They lay to long enough for us to do it; and I ſuppoſe 
the reſt might have done the ſame. 1225 
Q. * Were not our Ships in a Line of Battle ahead of one 
another, when the Signal was made to engage? | 
A. Ves; they were in a very good Line. 
Q. And had they all bore away at the ſame time, in a Line 


| of Battle abreaſt of one another, would it not have preven- 
ted any hazard of their running on board each other. 


A. We were not ſo cloſe together but that every Ship had 
room to wear; at leaſt I judge by the Diſtance I was from 
that ahead of me; I had room enough. : 5 

Q. + Were not our Ships in an oblique Line with that of 
the Enemy, and the two Rears forming the greateſt diſtance | 
from each other? off 55 | 

A. To be ſure the two Rears were at the greateſt Diſtance 
2 each other, becauſe our Rear was to Windward of our 

an. Ty; 
Q. In the Poſition the two Lines were in, was it poſſible 
to bring on a general Action, without the Admiral and the 
Rear Diviſion going right before the Wind upon the Enemy, 
and carrying more Sail than the Van did. 

A. No; there was no Poſſibility of a general Engagement, 
without all going down, and the Sail proportioned to the going 
of the Ships. „ | J 

Q Was the Signal out for the Line of Battle ahead, at 
the time the Signal for Battle was made? 

A. Yes; I believe it was. 

TS 
Helmes. + More, 


Q: Did 


lingam 
Q Did you ſee the Signal for the Lie of: Battle ahead 
continued out far any Time after. 
A. I took no Notice of any Signals, after the. Signal for | 
Battle was made. 
1 35 near Four Check, the Court adjourn till Te 
mor ru Morning Nine 0 Clock. T 


' Saturday, 865 January, I 5 57. 


HE Court met According to adicurnmant.. ; 
Priſoner brought in, and Au diene RECs, 


Captain Young called in again. 


Court aſked, 

Q. * Inform the Court what was the bine of the Head- 
moſt Ships of the Engliſh. Rear, according to the beſt of your 
Judgment, from the intrepid, hen her Fore- wp Maſt was 
ſhot away. ore 

A. I anſwered that before by aaying 1 did not know whin gin 
the Revenge was, nor when ſhe joined me, and ſhe was the WW En 


Headmoſt Ship in our Rear. 
Q You have ſaid, that it was not much above hs Quar- had 
ters of an Hour, or an Hour, before the Admiral and the WY ( 


Rear Diviſion paſſed by the Intrepide; Did any Cauſe or Bi onc 
Impediment appear to you which prevented the Guglif Rear the 
Diviſion from paſſing ſooner, cloſing with the Captain, form- / 
ing the Larboard Line of Battle cloſe to the Enemy's Line, WW Tin 
and engaging according to the Signals then flying for forming ( 

and engaging the Enemy ? the 

A. No; nothing at all appeared to me; If they had the 14 
fame Wind and Weather that I had, and I had hauled out 
of the Line for them tohave Joined the Captain; T muſt have 
gone out of the Way. 

Q You have ſaid, that there ſeemed a great Fire in out 
Van, as the French Rear: paſſed it; did the Engliſh Rear Di 
viſion then, or before, crowd all the Sail in their Power to thre 
cloſe with the Van as faſt as each Ship er come up without A 


regard to the order of Battle. left 
A. I ſaid before, that when they paſſed mes what Sail tle . 
Ships had out to the beſt of my Knowledge, Veſterday. -A 
Q. Do you ſpeak particularly of the Time when you fv i Q 

the Firing in the Van? A 
As. At that Time our Ships. were crowding up, and the Wl and 
French Ships were then firing at our CIO! as as paſſed. died 

1 8 | 


* Fimeoe. 


* 


1 53 ] 


Q. Under what Sail were our Ships crowding up? 


her Top-gallant-ſails, 8 
What was the Condition of the Intrepide on the Morn- 


ging, before the Fleet ſteered for Gibraltar? 

A. She had three Jury Top-Maſts, and both Lower Vards 
not in ſeveral Places, and Main- maſt and Fore-maſt, and 
half the Fore-top gone, the Croſs Trees broke ſhort off to 
the Truſſel Trees. 

* You have ſaid that no Impediment appeared to you 
| to our Rear Diviſion cloſing with the Captain, if they had 
the ſame Wind you had, and you had hauled out of the 
Line for them to have joined ; ; could not our Rear have gone 
to Windward or to Leeward of you, and 1 the Captain, 
tho you had not hauled out? 

A. They might have gone there. 

Q. + By what you have ſaid, you ſeem to have received a 
great deal of Damage 1 in your Maſts, Yards, Hull and Rig- 


Enemy, or from more? 

A. No; I could perceive, good Part of the Time, that 1 
had three Ships firing upon me at once. 

Q. At that Time, when you had three Ships upon you at 


once, what was the Admiral and Rear Diviſion doing? were 
they lying to, or making Sail? 


A. I can't be poſitive what they were doing, T was at that 
Time minding my own Ship ſo much. 

Q Do you know whether theſe three French Ships wv were of 
the Centre or Rear Diviſion ? 

A. They were of the Centre, for one of them was the 
E French Admiral. 

Q. How long had you three Ships upon you? 

A I can't exactly tell that. 


Q. Do you think then, that if our Rear Diviſion had made 
what Sail they cou'd, they might not have prevented all thoſe 


three Ships being upon you at a Time? 
A. I believe i 
left mee. 


Q. The Rear of our Fleet you mean? 
A. Ves. 


Q. How many Men had you killed and wounded ? 


A. *'Twas Fen, I think, were killed out right that Day, 


and forty wounded ; about ſix or ſeven. of the wounded Men 
wed | in our N down. 
Q. Did 


a bow Boys. t Helbours, 


INE 
oy — — 
8 2 
* IS hs __ 
” #4 - 2 ba 
2 — N 
e 


A. Courſes, Lop-ſails, and Stay-ſails; and the Culloden 


ing of the 2 5th of May, with reſpe& to her.Maſts and Rig- | 


ging; did you receive all that 1 Damage from one Ship of the 


o, becauſe when our Fleet made Sail, they | 
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Q. * Did you receive a good deal of Damage, in going 
down upon the Enemy afore the Wind, 


A. I anſwered that Yeſterday, by ſaying, that I knew a be 
none, but one Shot received in the Re 
Q. You have ſaid, when the Rear - Diviſion of our Fleet 8 
made ſail, the French Admiral, and the Ships which fired u IM ** 
the Intrepide left her, what was then the Diſtance, accor- T 
ding to your Judgment, of the French Van from the n 8 
Ship of their Centre? fa 
A. I can't judge of their Diſtance, but they were a . 
Wa off, and, they were ſeeming to make ſail to cloſe. wi 
Priſoner aſt, | + 
Q. Was not half your Fore-top ſhot away a as you went Wl d 
down upon the Enemy, before you began to fire? 1 
A. No; It went away when the Fore- top Maſt went, _ 
was carried away by the Fall of the Maſt. 1 
Q Did not your Fore · top Maſt 80 away about the Time | 
of your bringing up to engage? _ | 
A. No; a little while afterwards. hy 

Q. When you ſaw Ships upon your Weather-quarter, with 
their Top-ſails aback, as you have ſaid, was not your Shy "S 
then brought-up ? 0 
A. I believe ſhe was, then. ; 
. If the Enemy had choſe to decline coming to cloſe * 
Action, cou'd they not have made fail and declined it at j 
Time, as well as when they did? 1 
A. To be ſure they could, as they were to Leeward. ie 
Q. How many Points did the Admiral bear away more, WF 
when the Signal was made to engage, from the Courſe be 
ſteered before ? thit 
A. I believe about two or ** Points? 6 
Q. What Diſtance was you from the Ship next ahead and Re 
aſtern of you in the Line, when the Signal was made to you 
„ ; her 
A. I reckon about a Cable's Length from the Ship next F 
ahead; I did not ſee the up next aſtern; I did not look f ful 
her. « 


Q. Cou'd you from your Situation form any Judgment Tir 
what Diſtance there was between the Captain, we Ship next and 
ahead of you, and the Buckingham ? | was 

A. No. Tir 

Q. Was not the Signal for the Line hos, at the Diſtance iſ © ; 
of Half a Cable's Length aſunder, out on Board the Adm me 
ral, when the Signal to engage was made FS to 1 


A. Yes, it was, | 
= Q. Did 
| o; Douglas. os 


[15] 


Q. Did you obſerve the Revenge brought to, or aback; when 


her Boat was on board you, or when ſhe was returning to the 


Reveng e£ 
A. F did not obforvi that but ſhe preſently paſſed. me, 


after the Boat was gone. 


Q. What Diſtance was the Revenge from you, before your 


Top-maſt was ſhot away ? 


A. That I can't tell, for I did not obſerve her; I never 


ſaw her before ſhe ſent her Boat on board me. 

Q. At the Time ſhe did ſend her Boat on board you, in in 
what Poſition was the then ? 

A. She was then right aſtern of me, I think ; ; rather upon 
the Lee-quarter ; under her Top- ſails, which I think were 
ſhivering, waiting for her Boat. 

Q. How long did ſhe lay with her Top-ſails ſhivering in 
that Manner ? | 

A. A very little while, for ſhe made Sail and paſſed me. 

Q. Was you not cloſe to the Wind then, and luff*d out of 


the Line? 
A. Yes; I believe we were as cloſe as ſhe could lay with 


the Sail ſhe then had, with her Fore-ſail and mizen z and ſhe 


was hardly under command. 

Q. Was not the Revenge then lying as cloſe as you, when 
her Boat came on board? 

A. Yes; ſhe was lying juſt as we were; but ſhe might 
have lain cloſer to the n. for we could not keep the Wind 
with our Sail. 

Q. Was the Wind then any Thing before your Beam ? 


A. As well as J can recollect, much about the Beam, I. 


think. 

Q. Then, if you pleaſe to acquaint the Court how the 
Revenge could be lying to upon your Lee-quarter, and that as 
you had the Wind before or near upon the Beam, how could 
her Top- iails be ſhivering ? : 

i 1 By her Yards I ſuppoſe not being braced to keep them 
U 


Q. As you have ſaid, you did not ſee the Revenge from the 


Time you loſt your Fore-top Maſt, till ſhe was near you, 
and did not know where ſhe was, how do you know there 


was no Impediment to our Rear's cloſing the Enemy at that 


Time ? 

A.I anſwer as to my own Ship, that I made no [mpedi- 
OS to any other Ship's cloſing—no Inapedanent appeared 
o me. 

Q. At the Time the Enemy edged "_ did our Van 1 
pear fit or able to purſue them? A. I 
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A. I perceived nothing in the Van but the Buckingham, 
Main- top- ſail Yard gone; all their Maſts I think were ſtan- 
ding; I was then a good Diſtance off, and cou'd not perceive 
whether Braces or Rigging were' ſhot away. 

Q. Did not you receive twenty Men, the Evening before 
the - wy from the Dolphin, to help to reinforce your 

A. Yes; I believe it was twenty-five I had. 

Q. What was the Condition of your Ship when you join- 
ed me at Spithead? . | 

A. She was but, I thought, in very bad Repair; and! 
had complained to you of it, when J joined you here, that 
her Ports had all been very bad, and that IJ had been forced 
to ſkuttle her Decks coming round Swin, ſhe had made ſo 
much Water coming in at the Ports. 

. Were your Ports then caulked in ? 

A. No, they were barred in.” | | 

Q: Had you any Powder damaged, by her taking in ſo 
much Water at her Ports? 

A. By the leaking of the Ship, by the Water we took 
in at the Ports, her Ground-tier of Powder was all dama- 
ged ; and when we arrived at Gibraltar, was condemned as 
unſerviceable, But the Palating of the Powder-room lay 
ſo low, that even the Water that was let in at the Well, it 
would run into the Powder- room. | 

Q. At what Time did you join me at Spitbead? 
A. It was the 1ſt or 2d of April, I don't know which. 

Q Did you not ſtay a Day at Spithead, after my ſailing to 
St. Hellen's? | 85 ED 3 
A. Yes, I came to St. Hellen's the Morning after you. 

Q. When you joined me, did you not acquaint me, when 
1 gave you your Orders to put yourſelf under my Command, 
that you had no Notice from the Admiralty of your being 
intended to go abroad—nor no Orders to put yourſelf under 
my Command from them ; and that you was neither ſtored, 
victualled, nor watered to proceed with me : And was you 
not watered by all the Long-boats from the Fleet, while we 
lay at St. Hellen's ? | „ 

A. Ves: And the Evening of the Morning that you gave 
me Orders to put myſelf under your Command, Admiral 


| Oſtorne's Lieutenant brought me the Admiralty Orders to 


do it, dated, as well as I can remember, the 5th of March, 
and had been lying here at Portſmouth all that Time, and to 
fit for a Mediterranean Voyage. 7 5 

Q. How was your Ship manned? 


A. But 


—P ] 

A. But indifferently ; ſhe had her number when ſhe went 
out, Soldiers included as Part of the Complement. 

Q. Do you remember the Condition of the Ships of the 
Fleet on the 23d of May, whether fit for Action, or fit to 
keep the Sea and to cruize ? 5 

A. No, there were us four, that were pretty much dama- 
ged in the Action, that were not fit; and all in general 
complained of being ſickly. es 

Q. Tell the Court what the four Ships were that were not 
fit? 1 1 17 
A. There were the Captain, Portland, Defiance, and In- 


| trepide, 


Q. Do you apprehend that the Fleet was in a Condition 
to attack the Enemy's Fleet any Time before the Council of 
War, and after the Action? | 

A. No, I don't indeed ; for they went off ſeemingly with 


no Damage at all—the French Fleet—only with one Main- 


top-ſail Yard carried away. 


Q. In what Part of the French Fleet did that Ship that 


had her Main- top- ſail Yard carried away, ſeem to be? 

A. Rather in the Rear. 

Q. Had you any of the Enemy's ſhot lodged in your Ship ; 
if any of their Shot fell under your Obſervation, what were 
their different Weights and Calibres ? 585 

A. Ves, ſeveral, from forty two Pounders to ſix Pounders. 

Q Did you Form any Judgment of the Enemy's 
Force, or had you any Authority to believe them ſuperior to 
the Britifþ Fleet, either before or after the Action? 

A. By what Judgment I can make of Ships, I thought 
them to be full our Match, if not more. 5 

Q. When your Ship returned to Gibraltar, was it not the 
Opinion of the Maſter- builder there, from the Condition of 

A. Yes, it was. 1 

Court aſked, + 5 

Q. Pleaſe to inform the Court were any of the [ntrepide's 


your Ship, that ſhe could not be hove down abroadꝰ 


Defects before ſhe ſailed from St. Hellen's, as ſpecified by the 
Admiral, of any Detriment to her engaging on the 20th of 
May, or could theſe Defects in any Manner have prevented 
the Intrepide's engaging in cloſe Action, on that Day, or on 
the following Days, to the Time the Fleet ſailed back to 
Gibraltar ? = 


A. No; ſhe had not received any other Damage. _ 
Was the [ntrepide's Powder damaged by Leakage on 
the 20th of May, or the following Days, before the Flee, 
ſeered for Gibraltar & # Simcoe, - A. No- 
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A. No; I believe by coming out of England, wlien it we | 


firſt taken in, 
Q Was it, or any Part of it, damaged on the 2oth of 


May? 
| A. Ves; the Gunner bad told me that he was ſure the 

Ground- tier was damaged long before we came there. 

Q. * You have ſaid, that your Ship was but indifferenth 
manned; how did your Men behave on the 20th of May, 
durin gthe Action? 

A. When I ſaid ſhe was indifferently manned, I meant x 
to Seamen ; for thoſe that were in her behaved in the A0 
as well as any of the primeſt Seamen could do. 

Q. How many Men had 2 ſick on that _ who were 
not able to come to Quarters ? 

A. But eight, 

* Q What was the whole Number you had ori board that 
1 
A. 1 believe, with the twenty-five that were put on board 
the Day before, I had about five or fix above my Comple. 
ment, which was four hundred and eighty ; I am not ſure, 
becauſe I don't know what Number TI left fick i in the Hoſpiti 
at Gibraltar; but to the beſt of my memory, I think I had 
about five or ſix more than my Complement. 
| | Wi meſs withdrew. 


The Honourable Captain George Falconer, late Second 
Lieutenant of the Intrepide, fworn. 


| -Where was you quartered on the 20th of May ? 
A. On the Lower-deck. 


Q. Give the Court an Account of any Obſervations you | 


made of the Proceedings of the two Fleets, from the Time 
the Signal was made to gage that Day, till the Action was 
over ? 

A. When the Signal was made to engage, 1 went down 
below to my Quarters, and ſaw no Ship for very near an 
Hour and a quarter, which was the Revenge lying on our 
Lee-quarter, and the Trident edging away down to Leeward 
of her; at the ſame Time I got Orders from the Quarter- 
deck, to ceaſe firing, to let the Revenge go ahead of us; 
after that we never fired another Shot at the Enemy. 

Q. Give an Account of what Obſervations you made from 
that Time till the Action ceaſed. 

A. After I went upon the Quarterdeck, there was very 
little rings and the Fleet had ſhot a great Way ahead of us. 

* Broderick. Q. Did 


„„ > 
Q. Did you at any Time ſee the Centre and Rear of the 
Enemy engaged with the Van of our Fleet? 

A. No, I did not, there was ſuch a Smoke it was impoſ- 
ble. | . | 3 
; At the Time you came upon the Quarter-deck, did 
by the Admiral and our Rear Diviſion ? 

A. I faw all the Fleet; but I did not ſee the Admiral; they 
were a great way a-head. | ; : 

Q. Could you diſtinguiſh the Diſtance between oug Rear 
Diviſion and the Enemy, at that Time ? 9 — 5 = 

A. I ſaw the French making Sail, but did not obſerve the 
Ra „„ 

Q + How ſoon did the Intrepide loſe her Fore- top Maſt, 
after ſne bore down upon the Enemy? 5 | 

A. Pretty near Half an Hour, as the Midſhipman told 
me ; he came down from the Quarter-deck. | 

Q. Did you at any Time after the Action began, ſee th 
Admiral and the Three Ships ahead of him with their Top- 
bis aback ? rn | 5 

A. No, I did not. 3 

The Priſoner ſaying be had, and ſhould have, no Queſtions to 
aſe of the Witneſs ; he was told that he was diſmiſſed from at- 
C tending the Court any farther. = 
33 Witneſs withdrew. 


2 


— 


chain Frederick Cornwall, /ate Commander of the 
5 Revenge, ſworn, 


Where was your Ship ſtationed in the Line of Battle, 
on the 20th of May in the Action between the Engliſb and 
French Fleets ? 13 5 5 

A. Betwixt the Intrepide and Princeſs Louiſa. 

Q. Give the Court an account of any Obſervations you 
made, of the Proceedings of the ſaid Fleets, from the Time 
the Signal was made to engage, till the Action was ended ? 

A. The Signal for Engaging was made, I think, ſome- 
thing after Two (I don't exactly remember the Time) when 
id WM! obſerved the Defiance had got the Length of the headmoſt 
- Sbhip in the Enemy's Line; ſhe bore down, I believe, right 
; before the Wind but ſhe bore down upon them, as did all 

the Ships in the Rear Admiral's Diviſion ; I bore down after 
m them in the Ship I commanded, in my Station; as I was ra- 
ther ahead of the Ship which fell to my Lot to engage in the 
r5 Enemy's Line, I was forced to bring the Wind a Point or 
1s. o upon the Starboard Quarter, as I run down, in order 
id 1 * Geary, 1 Keppel. | "Ws 
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to bring the Ship properly againſt the French Admiral, which 


was the Ship; when I came a-ſtern of the. Intrepide, ho 
had been brought up a little before, and was engaging, 1 | 
ſaw her Fore-top Maſt carried away; I upon that brought Ml * 
up a little upon her Weather-quarter, and imagined ths Ml * 
might have drove down upon me, if I had been to Lee. 
ward; but ſhe very quickly ſet her Fore-ſail, and ſeemed to t 
keep in her Station; I then put my Helm a-weather, tg p 
bear dgwn nearer the Enemy; while my Helm was a-wes. t 
ther, r to the Cabin Windows a- baft, in order to ſee A 
the Situation of the Admiral, and the Reſt of the Fleet, p 
which 1 had not obſerved during the Time of my running B 
down, and great was my Surprize to ſee the Admiral with t 
the other Ships at a conſiderable Diſtance a- ſtern; and withal 5 
upon the Weather quarter: As my Ship was bearing down A 


at this Time upon the Enemy, I could not ſtay to make Ob- 
ſervations of Particulars relating to the Ships, but went out, 7 
and hauled up under the Lee-quarter of the Intrepide, and 1 
kept as cloſe to her as I could, to give her all the Aſſiſtance 
in my Power, for I ſoon perceived that the Enemy ſeemed f 

to fire all the Guns they could bring to bear upon her; about if * 
a quarter of an Hour, as near as I could gueſs (but I can't ſay 1 
to Time, for I never looked at my Watch) the Princeſ 20 
Louiſa came up ſo near me, that I apprehended her Jib-boom i ;* 
was near over the Taffrel; I was then cloſe to the Intrepidt, 

under her Lee-quarter, which I attempted to tell to the Cap: | 

tain of the Louiſa, Captain Noel; but as we were both engag- 

ing, I don't ſuppoſe that he heard; but he ſoon after backt his 
Top-fails, and I could ſee he went alittle a- ſtern, but how far 
I can't ſay ; ſoon after, I ſaw the 'Top-gallant Maſt heads of 
a Ship over the Taffrel, and was informed from the Poop that 
it was the Trident, but I did not fee the Ship; I kept up 3s 
near the Intrepide as I could till the French Admiral ſet Sal, 
or filled his Sails, for he lay to ſome Part of the Time; for 
about Half an Hour, or more, we were engaged before he 
went from us; I can't ſay poſitively as to Time; I thinks 
bout-that Time, or ſomewhat after it, the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Van of the Fleet to fill and make Sail (I be- 
lieve it is the Yellow Flag at the Fore Top Maſt Head.) As 


Lperceived. the French Admiral drew a-head of me who ws 


engaged with him, and as I imagined the Admiral muſt fee 
it too, I expected every Moment that he would have made 
the Signal for the Intrepide to have quitted the Line, as ſhe 
was the cauſe I could not go on; but upon my Wan 
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Time, and perceiving no Signal that could authorize-me to 
go by her, I imagined that the Admiral might not ſee, the 
Situation we were in; as we were to Leeward then of the In- 


| zrepide, I thought it might be for the King's Service to endea- 


vour to go on, I ſet my Fore-ſail, and ſtood almoſt within 
the Fire of the Intrepide's Guns—very near — when I was 
there, I had great Reaſon to apprehend I might be becalmed 
along ſide of her, as it appeared to me; and as I had no Au- 
thority for what I did, I thought if my Ship had been diſabled 
I might have been to blame, as I ſhould have been between 
two Fires, I backed again a little aſtern of her, and ſent my 
Boat to Captain Young, to tell him that I thought it was for 
the Service to go up to the Relief of the Rear Admiral's Di- 
viſion, which the Foudroyant the French Admiral, was engaging 


Part of: Juſt as I perceived the Boat reach the Intrepide (I 


think about that Time her Main-top-ſail Yard, or ſomething 
of that ſort, ſeemed to me to be ſhot, for ſhe dropt a-ſtern) 
Iſet my Jib and Stay-ſails to ſtand on, but a ſhot took the 
Main Brace, I believe, for the Sail flew aback, which ſtopt 
me a little, but I braced the Yard up again very ſoon and 


ſtood on; we were then ſtill engaged with Part of the Ene- 


my's Fleet, for they dropt from us, from Ship to Ship, as 


| they drew ahead ; the Enemy, after the French Admiral had 
| made ſail, had kept edging from us, and were, at the Time 


I am now ſpeaking of, at a pretty great Diſtance, ſo that I 
ordered the Quarter Deck Guns to leave off firing, and ſoon 
after the whole to ceaſe, for we were only throwing our Pow- 
der and Shot away; I then ſet my Main-ſail, and ſoon after- 
wards the Officer that was quartered upon the Lower Gun 
Deck acquainted me, that ſhe took Water in at her Ports, 
ſoI ordered him for to houſe the Guns and lower the Ports, 
and I kept ſtanding on *till I tame to the Van of our own 
Fleet; the Enemy having bore away, and were at ſome di- 
ſtance from us, I came up with ſome of them, about the 
Rear of the Enemy's Fleet, but they were at a conſiderable 
Diſtance from us— There is another Part I have omitted 
which I cannot aſcertain exactly the Time of, but I think it 
was ſome time after the French Admiral had made fail, that 


the two ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy's, one of which had 


loſt her Main- top ſail Yard, bore out of the Line, and I could 
perceive the French Admiral bear away, as it were quite a- 
croſs them, and the People upon the Poop informed me, 
that he fired at them; however they hauled into the Line a- 
gain afterwards— Theſe are the principal Things that I can 
recollect, during the Time of the Action. 

ä > ne Q. You 


as they could beſt tell what they could do in their Situation. 


other, if you and the reſt of the Rear had bore away, and 
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Lou bare faid, that you bore away when the Van dd; 
tell the Court, if the Admiral and the reſt of the Rear di | 


fo; and what ſail the Admiral and the reſt of them had ſet 
at that Time, and what ſail you ſet? 


A. I can't recolle& that I ſaw the Admiral or any of the 


Ships a-ſtern, till the Time that I told the Court that I lock. 
ed out of my Window: Þ went down, I think, under my 
Top-faiks. 

Q. Was the Fleet in a Line of Battle whein the Signd 
was made to engage? 

A. They were in a Line of Battle; bur the Rear of the 
Fleet were at a greater Diſtance from the Enemy than the 
Van was. — apprehend the Queſtion had meant, whether 
we were parallel with the Enemy. 

What was the Diſtance between the Leading Skip of 
the Enemy in their Van, and the Leading Ship of our Van; 
and from the Rearmoſt Ship of the Enemy, to the Rear: 
moſt Ship of ours? 

A. I think it is impoſſible for me to ſatisfy the Court of the 
Diſtances ; but the Difterence of Diſtance appeared to me 
to be conſiderable. 


Q. Was there any way, conſidering the Diſtance was cob. 


fiderable between the Leading Ship of our Van and the Lead. 
ing Ship of theirs, and the ſtern moſt of our Fleet and the 
ſternmoſt of theirs, for each Ship of our Rear to have en- 
gaged his Opponent in the Enemy's Line properly, but by 
each Ship bearing down directly to its Opponent, and making 
a Proportion of fail © ems, to the Diſtance their Opps 
nents were from them? 

A. Had every Ship made a proportional ſail, and bore 
down together, I ſhould think there could not have beet 
any great Difference in their coming down; but the Cap- 
tains who commanded the Ships are certainly the beſt Judges 


Q. Do you think any of the Ships which have been aid 
to have been near one another, could have been near one an- 


ſet their proper Proportion of ſail, after the Signal was 
made ? | | | 

A. I informed the Court, in what I related before that! 
did bear away, and was engaged near a Quarter of an Hour, 
I think I ſaid, or ten Minutes, or whatever it was, before 
any Ship came near me; and that the Louiſa came up, 45 
related before: Nor were there any Ships jumbled together, 
that I know of; I did not ſee any: The Loviſa backed het 


Sails, 
— Preſident. 
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$iils, and fell aſtern, as I ſaid before; and I did not ſee her 

afterwards, to mind her. v 
Q.* You have ſaid, that when you was upon the Intrepide's 


to go ahead of her, or to take her Place in the Line; if the 
Admiral by Signal had authorized the Ships of the Rear 
Diviſion to have gone down to Leeward of the [ntrepide, 
was there any Impediment of any kind to their doing fo ? 

A. Ican anſwer only for my own Ship; there was no Impe- 
diment in the World; I could have been at any Diſtance that 
| 1 had pleaſed, had I been fo ordered. | - 3} 
Q. Did your Ship obſtruct any of thoſe in the Rear of you 
from going down ? | | 

A. From going down, I believe not; ſhe could not ob- 


ſru& them from going down. 


what fail had they ſet, and how far did you think them off ? 
A. To the beſt of my Remembrance they had their 'Top- 
fails ſet, lying to, I think; and might be (Diſtances are very 
deceitful) about a Mile, I believe, I can't certainly ſay. 
When you brought up your Ship to engage the Ene- 
my, was ſhe in a Line with the Intrepide, and the reft of 
„% inn” - 54 
A. I have informed the Court already, that ſhe was up- 
on her Lee-quarter, where I endeavoured to keep her the 
whole Time. Rather between her and the Enemy, all 
the Time. 5 „ 
Q When you ſaw the Admiral and part of his Diviſion 


vere any of them firing, and which of them? 

A. I did not ſee any of them firing then, 

Q. Did you ever, or ſoon afterwards ? | 

A. The Situation I was in would not give me Leave to 
ee what was done at all in the Rear of our Fleet, but when 
Looked out of my Windows. „ | 


Q. + When you left off firing, at the Time you thought 
Rear Admiral and the Van of the Engliſh Fleet? 


A. Yes, at that Time. | 
Q. Were they then engaged? 
A. Yes, I ſaw them firing at that Time, I believe, or 
wh ſome time after. Some of the ſternmoſt Ships of our 


1 Van ; I can't ſay which. 


* Moor, + Keppel. 


Lee Quarter, you was not authorized by Signal or otherwiſe 


— 


Q. When you looked out of your Stern Windows, and 
ſaw the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion a good Way aſtern, 


ſo far aſtern, when you looked out of your Cabbin Windows, 


ourſelf too far off, and ſet your Main-fail, did you ſee the 


L 2 | Q. What 


top-gallant-yard was ſhot away: I did not know it, when! 


enough upon the Maſt. 


Admiral, after I bore away, till I looked out of my Sen 11, 


[ 1641 

Q. What Part of the French Fleet were they then engz, 
ged with ? St Try. 
A. I ſhould rather think the Centre, or a Ship or two z. 
ſtern of the Centre; but Ican't pretend to recollect certainh 
at this Diſtance of Time. Fr 

Q. Did you ſee the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion at thi 
Time? ; i . | 

A. I can't poſitively ſay that I did. | 

Q. Had you your 'Top-gallant-fails ſet at this Time? 

A. T ordered the 'Top-gallant-ſails to be ſet, but the Main- 


1222 


„„ Nm wg ma wa wa 


ordered it; nor could I fet my Fore-top-gallant-ſail, for the 
told me, that four of the Fore-top-maſt Shrouds, and tw 
Back-ſtays, were ſhot away; and I thought we had al 


2. 5 


bi 
Q Vou have ſaid, that when the Signal for engaging ws 2 
made, and you had bore away, you was forced to bring the 
Wind a Point or two on the Star-board- quarter, in order u gh 
bring to properly againſt the French Admiral; did the A. .; 
miral, at that Time, with the Rear Diviſion, keep the Wil 
on the Lar-board-quarter ? == . nin 
A. I think I have told the Court twice, that I did not ſee the ( 


Windows, I 2. "MO 
Q. When you ſaw the Admiral with the other Ships aty agai 
conſiderable Diſtance aſtern, and withal upon the Weather A 


quarter, did any Cauſe or Impediment appear then to july C 
which prevented the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion fron in tf 
having proportionally cloſed to you, according to the , A 
ſtance from the Enemy when the Signal was made for er P 
gaging ? . | | | 
A. Iſaw none; I was there but a very little while; I Adi 
no Impediment at that Time. 5 
Q. Before the French Admiral filled his Sails and ſtood WM whic 
way, did the Enemy's Shot then ſtrike the Revenge, andl 


according to the beſt of your Knowledge, the Ships a-iten 


at a Point- blank Diſtance ? | +8 | 

A. As to the Ships a-ſtern, I have declared already that Mlieye 
know no more of them, in relation to their engaging, thi ; 
what I have ſaid : The Shot at that Time reached the from 
venge; but we were never very near the Enemy, T think; Appl 
that is, I did not think we were within Muſquet-ſhot, fo' Wick! 
never ſuffered a Muſquet to be fired. 13 

Q. When the French Centre and Rear were ſtanding 


towards the Eng/h Van, did the Rear Diviſion, by Signal med 


Exampi not h: 
* Simcoe, 2 


[ 165 ] 


Zh Fxample of the Ramillies, crowd all the Sail in their Power 


to cloſe with the Engliſh Van, as faſt as each Ship could 


come up, without Regard to the Order of Battle? 


ny WY A. I informed the Court, I think before, that I really 


new very little of what was done a-ſtern of me; the People 
s from the Poop informed me, that the Culloden was making 
Sail up towards us, I went aft and looked out of the After- 


part of the Ship, the Windows, and ſaw the Culloden a-breaſt 


almoſt of the Admiral, as I imagined, and the Admirals Ship 
had her Top- ſails, Fore- ſail, Jib, and Stay-ſails ſet at that 


right, I thought ſhe was rigging out her Studding-ſail Booms; 
but I can't be certain as to that, I think ſhe was ; and this 
was all I obſerved of them at that Time. 

Was Q You obſerved, when you ſet your Main-fail, that the 
te Officer on the Lower-gun Deck acquainted you, that the 
uo Ship took Water in at her Ports; was that taking in of Water 
A at the Ports occaſioned by a Preſſure of Sail? | 


E A. Undoubtedly by a Preſſure of ſail, and the Wind freſh- 


ning. . 1 | 
th Q. Were the Damages ſuſtained by the Revenge in her 
ny Maſts and Rigging ſufficiently repaired before, or on the 


Morning of the 'Twenty-fifth of May, to be fit for Action 


ati again? i 
A. Yes, I think ſhe was fit to go to Action again. 
Q ® What Number of Men had you killed and wounded 
in the Action? =— 2 
A. Only five wounded ; none killed, 
Priſoner aſked, 5 | 


Action ? Is 
A. She was very indifferently manned, as to Seamen ; 
which I repreſented to the Admiral, I believe the Day before 
the Action, Oo * | 
Q. How many Men had you ſick on board then? 
A. I can't be poſitive as to the exact Number, but I be- 
lere ſeventy, or above ſeventy” 
Q. Was you not ordered a Reinforcement of thirty Men 
from the Phenix, the Evening before the Action, upon your 
: 8 to me of her being an ill-manned Ship, and very 
ickly ? i 5 „ 
„ oo | 
Q. You have ſaid, you were apprehenſive of being becal- 
med along-ſide of the Intrepide, under her Lee; could you 
not haye paſſed her to Windward, or more to Leeward ? 


Time, and might have had her Main-fail for aught I know; 
and the Culloden had her 'Top-gallant-ſails, and, if I recollect 


Q. How was your Ship manned, two Days before the 


MN —— — —— —4 


* Holbourn, 113 0 
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A. To Windward was what I never thought of; T could 
not think of withdrawing from the Enemy, and the Protec. 
tion of the Ship I lay under; as to going to Leeward, I be. 
lieve I might, if I had thought myſelf authorized, and cer- 
tainly ſnould, but muſt probably have ſuffered greatly be. 
tween the two Fires. 

Q. What authorized you to lye by that Ship, was it by 
Order from the Admiral, or by Signal? 

A. By the Admiral's never making a Signal * the Intre- 
pide to go out of the Line; by his not hauling down the dig 
nal for the Line of Battle ; ; by my Inſtructions, which 4 


me to relieve a Ship in Diſtreſs. 


Q. What does the twenty-fourth Article on the general 
failing and fighting Inſtructions direct a Captain to 3 when 
in a Line of Battle? 

A. Pl read it, for I read it in the Day of Action. 
ye Mitneſs read the Article, and then ſaid; 

To keep in his Station in the Line, and Floſe-up the Line, 

QQ. In the Room of the other? 

A. No, not in the Room of the other; the other never 
gave way, when ſhe did, I did ſtand up. 

Court cleared, and after a little while (it being after thre 
Clock) adjourned till Mond ay Morning, nine o Click, 


Monday, roth of January, 1757, 


8 Court met according to Adjournment. Priſone 
1 brought in, and Audience admitted, . 


Witneſſes called. 


T he n Lieutenant Robert Boyle, late far 
Lieutenant of 1 the Revenge, dworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered upon the 20th of May: , 

A. Upon the lower Deck. 

Q What Time was the Signal made for Battle that Day 

A I cannot exactly ſay, . becauſe from the Time of ſeeing 
the French Fleet in the Morning, I was ſent down to clear mij 
Quarters; I came up now and then upon Deck after that, 
but made no particular Obſervations upon any Thing; a" 
after the Signal was made for Tacking — I ſtaid dow" 
below till the Action was over, | Th 


* Proefident. 


er 


0 


[ 169, ]; 


Ti Je Prifener ſaying be had nothing to to aſk this Wi rineſ; yeither. 


. now or heregfler, he was dijmiſ ea from ale the 


Court any farther. oy 3 , 
Witneſs . 5 = 3 


Captain Philip Durell, late Commander of the Trident , 


Sworn. 


. Where was your Ship ſtationed on the 20th of May, 
in the Action between the Engl5 :/þ, and French Flegts 
A. Ahead of the Ramillies, hen. upon the Larbpaid 
Tacks, 
What time was the Signal made 55 Battle that R 
* A little after two. 
Q. Pleaſe to give the Court an 1 of the Proceed - 


ings of the Engliſh and. French Fleets, from the Time Hs | 


Signal was made till the Action was over. | 

A. I hope the Court will excuſe my giving a Narragiva;, a 
my Memory is not ſufficient ; but I ſhall be glad. {9,40 wer 
what Queſtions they pleaſe to "7 „ | ; 

Q. When the Signal was made for Battle, what Ships bore 
dows upon the Enemy, and what Ships did not? | 

A, Firſt, the Rear Admiral's Diyifion, the Defaance: and 


| the reſt of the Ships of the ſame Diviſion, bore dow ane af- 
| ter another, and {ſome Time after which came to © * 


Q. How many Points did they bear down? 

A. They appeared to me to go down before it. 

Q. Did the Rear of our Naas eee HPO; the k 
in the ſame Manner ? 

A. Not quite ſo much. 

Q How many Points did . "HA 8 

A. About four Points abaft the Beam, the Wind. 


Q. How ſhould they have bore down, according 2 the 


Poſition of the Enemy, for each Ship to have engaged its 
Opponent properly? 

A. The 3 and the Lowlp, 0 a our Divifon, (high 
was the Revenge and Louiſa) were near abreaſt of. the Rear of 


the Enemy, ſo that that way we ſteered was Anſficiont to 


bring us in a Line with them. 

Q. Immediately after the Signal was made for Battle, . 
Sail had you and the reſt of the Rear Diviſion ſet? _ 

A. Top-ſails, Fore-ſail, and ſome Stay-ſails I had, and I 
delieve the reſt had the lame... f 

Q. Was the Wind and W rather ſuch as would have per- 
mitted the Ships to have ___ all their Sail at that time ? 


A. Ves. 
2 Pref dent. 
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Q. At the Time the Signal ſas Battle was Vanek, * 


Diſtance was our Van from the HE) 8 Van, and our Rear 
from their Rear? 
A. f Oür Van was better than two Miles, and I believe Our 
Rear was three and a half, if not. four. 
Q. Was there then any way tor our Rear Diviſion to haye 
come to Action properly with the Enemy, but by bearing 
away to the Point the Ships of the meyer + oppoſed to them, 
and by crowding a proper Proportion of Sail, according to 
the Diſtance of each Ship from its Opponent? ? | 
A:T apprehend, that as we were not got into the Line, that 
we could not make ſail ahead fo as to have engaged, but by 
following. the two Ships which led the Rear Diviſion ; they 
were not then far enough ahead, for to have had Ships aſten 
of them for the remaining Ships to have engaged with. 
Was not our Fleet in a Line of Battle, at the time the 
—_ was made to engage? 
It was in a Line of Battle, but not parallel to the Ene 
my's. 5 
88 Should not then. every d Skip; on the Signal's being Wy 
for Battle, have bore down upon its Opponent, and crowd. 
ed Sail proportionable to her Diſtance from her Opponent? 
A. Yes, if the Rear had been oppoſite to its Opponent, 


Q. Was not the headmoſt Ship of our Van oppoſite to the lf 
headmoſt Ship of their Van, 5 the Nerat Ship of of url 


Rear oppoſite to the ſternmoſt of theirs? 
A. Yes, as they appeared to me. 
Q. * If our Fleet and their Fleet were oppoſite to * 

other, what Occaſion was there to make ſail ahead ? 
A. Our Van was ſo, but the Rear was not ſo, as I met 

1 before. 

he preceding Queſtion to the laſt, 405 Auer; reads 
A. I mean the Van was ſo, but our Rear not; our Rer 
Nie not abreaſt of their Rear; and therefore, if we had bor 
t down, we muſt have gone aſtern of them: At the time 
th Signal was made for Battle, our Van was got far ahead 
and abreaſt of their Van; but our Rear was not are at 

their Rear. 12 85 
Q. Did each make all the ſail the could, to o get to the Shy 

© oppoſed to her in the Enemyꝰs Line? 

A. I made all the fail that was neceſſary to follow the 

' Princeſs Louiſa (not all 1 could, for I ſhould have run ahead 

of thy Station) which Was following the other Ships — 0 

: | eh 

I Douglas.” "OW +} + Bentley, 


1 
her, who were going down to bring themſelves in a parallel 
Line with the Enemy's; the Ramillies followed me in the 
membrance. |, „ 
Q. Did you not become by that Means upon each other's 
uarter ? _ FCC 
wr I came aſtern of the Louiſa, in my ſtation ; and the 
Ramillies brought up, and laid her Main-top ſail aback upon 
my Larboard, my Weather-quarter, as I did myſelf aſtern 


* 


of the Louiſa. 55 Si 
Q. What Diſtance was our Rear Diviſion from the Ene- 
my when the Admiral brought to? 0439-18 
A. The Louiſa, the Trident, and Ramillies were within 
Point-blank, in the beſt of my Opinion. NEE | 
Q. Was the French Fleet lying to, when the Signal was 
made to engage? Tw 2 
A. Ves, they had their Main-top-ſails aback, but don't 
think they were cloſe to the Wind, but think they had Steer- 


had the Wind upon the Beam. | 

Q. Was the ſternmoſt Ship in our Rear abreaſt of the 
ſternmoſt Ship in the Enemy's Rear, at the Time the Signal 
was made for Battle? IT. | 

A. No. e : | 

Q. How many of our Rear were aſtern of the Enemy's 
Rear at that Time? e | 

A. I believe, five or fix. 

Q. You have ſaid, that our Van bore down right before 
the Wind ; that our Rear went with the Wind four Points 
abaft the Beam; muſt not the Rear conſequently come foul 
of our Van, or, by carrying this Sail and ſteering obliquely, 
become to windward of them? _ 5 | 

A, No, becaufe every Ship bore to come down in her 
mou in the Line, to come aſtern of the Ship that ſhe ought 
to be of. | | 1 . | 


a Line of Battle, that Day? 55 


pide going to Leeward of her and the Louiſa, who appeared 
to me to have her Braces and Bowlines cut, having all her 
Top- ſails aback; on which I immediately put my Helm 
aweather, and filled my Main-top-ſail, ſo made ſail to Lee- 
ward of the two Ships, till I came under the Revenge's Lee- 


e Moi + Bos. 


fame Manner, and the Ships aſtern, to the beſt of my Re- 


age · way their Main-top-ſails were ſquare, and I think they 
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Q By the Poſition you have brought the two Fleets to be 
in, was there a Poſſibility of coming to a general Action, in 


A. Yes, by the Ships that were in the Rear of the Intre- 


quarter, 


mention, that Lhad ſet my Fore · ſail to get up to her; I hay). 


backed then; but ſoon afterwards all backed. 


lige you to do the fame, for fear ot being on board of her? 
hard preſſed, and thought her Bowlines and Bridles were 


were firing ſtill much upon, and to cloſe the Ræwenge. 


of the Louiſa, who had then her Top- ſails aback, how far 
aſtern was the Ramillies from you? 9; 


[170] 
hparter, which had her Main- tap- ſail aback: I had forgot tg 


ed it up when I came cloſe under her Lee. quarter. and laid 
11 own Main- top- ſail aback. 1 

Q. Did the Cauiſa impede your geing down at all? 

A. Not at all from going down. 

Q. Did the Intrepide 3 any of the mou in ber Res 
155 going down? 00 

A. No, not as I ſaw. 

Q. * You have ſaid, upon the Signal for Action, the Rani 
lier and Rear Diviſion bore down with the Wind about fou 
Points abaft the Beam, with their Top- ſails and Fore · ſail; 
that the Louiſa was ahead of you; and that the Raniilli 
was aſtern, till ſhe brought up upon your Weather-quarter if be 

with her Main- top- ſail to the Maſt; how long a ty by ne 


offer the Signal was made to engage . th 


A. Near an Hour. L 
Q. When you backed your Moin-top-cai, was it in Con. M. 


3 of the Ramillies having firſt backed hers ! Ls rer 


A. No, I backed mine firſt, being in my ſtation aſtem dg 
the Louiſa; the Ramillies backed hers mp ones the 
came aſtern of me. 
Q. Was the Louiſa's backed then 5 F 
A. Very ſoon, all her Top- ſails, aback. PF. 
Q. Was her Main-top-ſail backed then? : 
A. Yes, at the firſt of my coming aſtern of her, 11 wal 


Q. What Ship i in the Enemy's Near k was the Trident * 
oppoſed to, when you firſt brought I e 

A. The laſt but one. 

Q. Did the Louiſa's throwing all her Top. ile - IF ob- 


A. No; I put my Helm aweather, as I thought ſhe wi 


cut, fo that I thought it neceſſary to go to Leeward of hel 
to cover her, as likewiſe the ntrepide, which the Enem 


Q When you put your Helm-aweather to run to Leeward 


A. I believe, not a Cable's Length. 
Q. Did ſhe fill and follow you 

A. I think not then. 

Von have fad, that your Main-top-ſail was s aback 


betore 
* Keppel. * Move 


eat 


ack 


oy 4 


al 
before. the Admiral's ; you have alſo ſaid, that the Admiral 
bore down with his Fore-ſail and Top-ſails, with the Wind. 
abaft the Beam, conſequently the Ramillies muſt be under 


| the Command of the Weather Helm; could not ſhe have 


zone under your Stern, and have brought up to Leeward of 


ou! f 85 * 
} A. Yes, but ſhe would have been to Leeward of thoſe 
Ships ahead. | 


Q. Would ſhe have been to Leeward of our Van Diviſion 


by that Means ? 


A. Yes, I apprehend ſo, as the Ships ahead of us appear- 
ed to be all in a Line. | 1 

Q. You have ſaid, that our Line of Battle could have 
been formed, and a general Action brought on in that Man- 
ner, and the Means of doing it was by the Ships that were in 
the Rear of the Intrepide going to Leeward of her and the 
Luiſa; then, by the Admiral and our Rear backing their 
Main-top-ſails on your Weather-quarter, did not this Method 
render it impoſſible to form the Line of Battle, and come to 
2 general Action in that Manner? | 

A. No; as the French kept away large, after we had paſt 
the Intrepide, I luffed up and came under the Revenge's Stern, 
which was in a Line with the Ships ahead, and I apprehend 
that the Ships in the Rear might have done the ſame. 

Q. Was the Signal for the Line of Battle ahead out the 
hole Day, after the Signal was made for Battle? 

A. I think it was. - 8 , | 

Q. Did the Van of our Fleet, by the Manner of their 
going down, pay a proper Regard to the Signal for the Line 
of Battle 7 - "Cs 1 | 

A. I can ſay nothing to the contrary. | 25 

Q. When the Signal is out for a Line of Battle ahead, and 
any Ships put themſelves immediately before the Wind, don't 
they break the Line of Battle ahead, and diſobey that Signal ? 

A. If they are at too great a Diſtance from the Enemy, 
and that Signal ſtill remains, and the Signal for engaging 
thrown out, I apprehend it is proper to bear down in a Line 
abreaſt, till you thigk yourſelves near enough from the Ene- 
my, then to haul up again, agreeable to the Signal for the 


Line ahead, if it continues flying. 


Q. I am not aſking how. juſtifiable it is to do it, but do 


not Ships that put themſelves in a Line of Battle abreaſt, 


when a Signal is out on board the Admiral for a Line of Bat- 


tle ahead ; I ſay, do not they diſobey the Admiral's g 7 


[ 172 ] 


A. T apprehend not, if the Signal for engaging is made, 
and they are at too great a Diſtance from the Enemy. 
Q. Then, as it appears, that our Rear was farther from 
the Enemy's Centre and Rear, than our Van was from their 
Van, was it not by the ſame Rule of Diſcipline (if it is 2 
Rule) unneceſſary for our Rear to pay any Regard to the Sig. 
nal for the Line of Battle ahead ? | 

A. I don't apprehend that the Rear went down in a Line 
of Battle abreaſt; they went obliquely, one after another, ſo 
as to bring themſelves aſtern of each other ?till they came to 
be in a Line with the Van, which appeared to me in a Parl. 
lel with the Enemy's Line. 5 

Q. * You have ſaid, that when the Signal was made to en- 
gage, the Engliſh Van was better than two Miles diſtant 
from the Van of the Enemy; did you mean the headmoſt, 
Centre, or ſternmoſt Ships of the Engliſh Van? 
A. I think the headmoſt. | 

Q. You have ſaid, that when the Signal was made for Bat. 
tle, the Rear Diviſion could not bear down ſo much to engage 
the Enemy as the Van did, becauſe our Rear Diviſion would 
have gone aſtern of the Enemy, and that there might bez 
Vacuum; what occaſioned the Separation of the Engliſh Van, 
from the Engliſh Rear ? | 

A. I can give no Reaſon, except our Line was ſpread at 
a greater Diſtance than the Enemy's. = | 

Q. Did the Engliſh Rear Diviſion ſteer aſtern of one ano- 
ther, in bearing down to engage? | 8 

A. No, or they could not have laid aſtern of one anothe: 
when they brought up. 5 | 

Q. How then could the Louiſa's 'Top-ſails being aback, oc- 
caſion thoſe Ships aſtern of her to back their Top-ſails too! 

A. Becauſe the Trident muſt have been on Board of her, 


as ſhe fore-reached upon her, having her Fore and Mizen Bl 


top Sail full. 


_ Q. Was it poſſible for the Line of Battle to be formed, ſo s | 


to engage the Enemy properly, but by each Ship bearing down 
to its oppoſite in the Enemy's Line, as they lay to, and then 
forming ſucceſſively, from Van to Rear, each Ship in tie 
Wake of the preceding Ship? 5 55 
A. I cannot ſay that I ſaw it poſſible for any Ship to come 
aſtern of the Louiſa, in her Station, otherwiſe than was 
done. ) ey 
Q. + When the Signal was made to engage, you ſay yo! 
bore away under your 'Top-ſails and Fore-ſail, with the Wind 
four Points abaft the Beam, and run down till you got the 
5 Length 
* Simcoe. + Bentley, 
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Length of the Princeſs Louiſa, and then brought to aſtern of 
her, and that the Ramillies brought to a little upon your 
Weather, or Larboard Quarter; during that whole Time of 


our running down, did the Ramillies ſhorten any Sail, or 
bring to any Part of the Time? ; | 
A. I believe not. | | | 

Q.* As our Rear Diviſion went down as has been obſerved 
laking upon the R there certainly could be but one 
way of reforming the Line of Battle ahead again; and as 
that muſt be by each Ship of the Rear keeping upon the 
Lee Quarter of the preceding Ship, in order when the head- 
moſt Ship of that Diviſion brought up to engage the Ene- 
my, the next to her might have it in her Power by luffing 
by Degrees to bring her Maſts in one, and conſequently in a 
Line with her; then if any Ship backed her Main-top Sail 
upon the Weather Quarter of the preceding one, did not ſhe 
at leaſt impede the Line being reformed, if not totally ob- 
ſtruct it? | 

A, I don't apprehend that this was the Caſe, any further 
than that the Ramillies when ſhe laid her Main- top Sail aback, 
that ſhe did not ſtop her Way ſoon, by which Means ſhe 


came a little upon my Weather Quarter, but do not appre- 
| hend the Line was broke, the Diſtance being very ſmall. | 


Q You have ſaid, that you put your Helm a Weather, 


and filled your Main-top Sail, and bore down to Leeward of 
the Revenge; how was the Wind with reſpect to your Courſe 


when you went aſtern of the Revenge? 

A. About South Weſt and by South. 

Q. I mean whether upon your Quarter, or how, while 
you was bearing down to go aſtern of the Revenge? 

A. Two or three Points upon my Quarter, to clear the 
Liuiſa, then hauled up to cloſe the Revenge? 

Q. Which Quarter do you mean the Wind was then two 


or three Points upon, the Starboard or the Larboard Quarter? 


A. The Larboard Quarter, the Wind was upon ; but I 
went under the Louiſa's Lee Quarter, as my Intentions were 
to cover her, and to make Sail ahead. | | 

Q. + When you went down to cover the Louiſa and Intrepide 
how many of the Enemy were firing upon thoſe Ships; and 
which were they, their Centre or Rear? 

A. The two laſt of the Enemy's Ships in their Rear ex- 
cepting one, upon the Louiſa, as I apprehend, (I can't be 
poſitive) and the two or three others ahead of them might 
bring their Guns to bear upon the Intrepide, and were firing 
at her, as I apprehend, but I can't be poſitive ; they 2 

5 5 ot 
* Moor. + Holbourn, 
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both fired upon, but I can't be poſitive fo the particula 
Number that fired upon each. 


Q Was you at a proper Diſtatice for Action when you 


brought up aftern of the Louiſa f 

A. I think not. 

Q. In what Situation were the Ships albern of you then, in 
our Rear Diviſion ? 

A. I believe near in a Line, except what little I mentioned 
of the Ramillies at firſt. 

Q. What was that? 


A. A little upon the Weather Quarter, at a very ſhon 


Diſtance, 

Q. Was there any thing obſtructed you and the reſt of the 
Rear Diviſion from going down nearer to the Enemy at that 
Time? 

A. Idid not ſee any thing to hinder us bene down neare 
to the Enemy at that Time, I think; but the Rear would in 


that Caſe have broke the Line. 


Q. If the Signal had been hauled down for che Line ahead, 
and only the Sgnal for Battle kept up, could not every Shi 
in the Rear Diviſion, in that Hour that you mentioned before 
the Ramillies backed her Main-top Sail, have gone down and 

cloſed the Enemy, if they had made proper Sail? 

A. I think not without the Signal had been made * 
cloſer Engagement; our Van being already drawn in a Line 
and engaged. 

Q. Did you ever ſee any of our Rear at a proper Diſtanc 
within Muſquetry for engaging the Enemy? 

A. I don't think there were "way within Muſquetry to do 
Execution. 

Q.: You have ſaid, you did not think you was near enough 


to engage when you brought to, did the Admiral at that 


time make any Signal for a cloſer Engagement, or any other 
Signal for the Ships going nearer the Enemy,or ſend any Mef- 
fage by his Boats for that Purpoſe ? 

A. Not that I know of at that Time—it was ſome time 
afterwards, when I ſaw Captain Ward's Signal made ; it was 
oo the Time when the Action was over, when the Enemy 

x | 

Q. Were there any Hopes of Succeſs from engaging the 

wn reg at the Diſtance the Admiral and the Rear Diviſion 
1 

A. I think we were too far off 

Q. * When you backed your Main-top Sail, did you begin 


A. A. 


FE directly? 


* Holmes, 


— — — — 
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at A. As foon as ever I brought my Guns to bear. 

Q. You have ſaid that you backt your Main- top Sail be- 
on Ml fore the Ramillies; was there any Signal out to brace to at 
at Time; if not, as the Signal was out for the Line, 
might not the Ramillies in the Heat of Battle have been li- 
able to run on board you, if ſhe had not done the fame ? 

A. Seeing the Ramillier there, and the Ships ahead of me 
« not make Sail ahead, as I mentioned before with regard to 
the Louiſa, put me out of Danger of its happening ; had not 
I done ſo, probably the Ramillies might have fallen off and 
got on board of me, without he had put his 'Top-ſails aback, 
which muſt have ſtill put him farther aſtern. I did not ſee any 
Signal to brace to out at that time, but did ſo being in my 
Station. . 


ret Pamillies brought to aſtern of the Revenge, the Rear Diviſion 
in ere not within reach of Muſquet Shot to do execution; 
gras or was not the Intrepide then ahead and ſomewhat to 
% Windward of the Revenge? „ | 


up A. The Intrepide was aſtern of the Revenge when I paſt 
re her; but while I was aſtern of the Louiſa, I can't ſay any 


nd Thing how the Intrepide was; for the Smoke of the Louiſa, 

and Ships ahead of me, prevented me. ; | 

20 Q + How long was you engaged at the Diſtance you was? 

ne WY A. A very little Time aſtern of the Loni/a ; but nearer 
when I went to Leeward of her, till I joined. the Revenge.— 

ce Very near an Hour; what with my laying to after I came 


ap with the Revenge, taking my Time of going there, and 


do my Time-of lying aſtern of her. 
What Men had you killed or wounded ? 
A. None. =. | 
What Damage was done to your Ship? : 
A. Only ſome of my running Rigging Trifling Two 
of my Main- ſhrouds, my Fore- ſtay cut, and ſome Shot 
through my Sails. 
| 5 Priſoner aſked, | 
Q You have ſaid, that the Leading Ship of our Van was 
ny bo Miles from the Leading Ship of the Enemy's Van, ard 
the Sternmoſt Ship of our Rear Diviſion three Miles and 
he a Half, or four Miles, from the Sternmoſt Ship of the Ene- 
on my's Rear; do you mean that this Diſtance was at the Time 
1 was made to engage, or at the Time of our Fleet's 
acking? | CITED ET 3 
in , A. 1 think at the Time of the Signal's being made for en- 


Fry Q. When 
; * Bentley, + Holbourn. | 
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Q. * You have ſaid, that when the Loui ſa, Trident, and 
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Q. When you ſaw the Ramillies upon your Weather. quar. 


thr; was not your Ship luff'd up, which might occaſion her 
appearing in that Situation to you ? t 


A. I think not. 
Q. Were not the Louiſa, Trident, and Ramillies . b 
before their Top-ſails were backt? 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance the Trident did na ( 
Fre till ſhe had laid her ILY Sail aback 3 nor do I knov if * 
that the others did. | 

Q. Did not the Trident engage after her Main-top Sail Wis 
aback, and aſtern of the Louiſa? 

A. Yes; ; ſhe fired ſome Guns, but ſoon bore away to La 
ward of the Louiſa. 

Q. At the Time the Enemy edged : away, did our Van as : 
pear fit or able to purſue them ? 

A. I believe there was three or four not able. 

Q. Do you apprehend it would have been proper to hare 
purſued the Enemy with Part of our Fleet ? 

A. No; as there were none of the Enemy appeared diſable 
in their Maſts or Rigging. 

Q Was there not one Ship in the Rear of the Enemy, 
the Sternmoſt Ship but one, that appeared to you to har 
have her Main-top-ſail-yard ſhot down, and bearing avi 
to Leeward of the Enemy's Line? 

A. Yes; at our firſt coming to engage them, whillt the 
Louiſa, Trident, and Ramillies fired, I ſaw her Main-top-lals 
yard cut down ; after which ſhe went away large. 

Q. What Diſtance was. you from the Ship next ahead al 
aſtern of you in the Line, when the Signal was made to engage 

A. I think T was near the Ramillies in my Station; the Lu 


fa was ſomething farther ahead, and a little to Windwat, ( 
but ſoon bore down, as I apprehend to fall in her Station. tha 
Q. Was not the Signal for the Line ahead, at the Diſtan« knc 
of half a Cable's Length aſunder out on board the Adnara, / 
when the Signal to engage was made? Was 
A. Yes; it was. ( 
Q. Do you remember the Condition of the Ships of if 2; 
Fleet on the 23d of May? thei 
A. Ves; I think I do. | A 
Q. Pleaſe to relate to the Court what Condition you obſer whit 
ved them to be in ? the 


A. The Defiance appeared much ſhattered in her Maſty 
Yards, Hull, and Rigging—The Captain appeared in fulls 
bad a Condition—The Intrepide the ſame—'The Portland vi 
likewiſe a good deal diſabled, but did not appear ſo bads 
the others beforementioned. Q. Di 


. 


- 


F Q. Did you not ſee the Enemy the Morning after the Ac- 


her 


| towards Mahon? tits ag I 
A. I did not ſee them, nor did not hear that they had 


been ſeen. 


ped Q. Do you apprehend, that the Fleet were in a proper 


Condition to make Sail, and attack the Enemy's Fleet, the 
next Morning after the Action:? . ‚ 
Q. If the Enemy had attackt our Fleet the next Morning 
after the Action, as none of their Ships appeared to be diſa- 
pled, except the one you have already mentioned, who had 
her Main-top Sail-yard ſhot down, don't you apprehend that 
they would have had a very conſiderable Advantage over us? 
A. Ves, as the Intrepide loſt Company, and the aforemen- 
tioned Ships were ſo much diſabled, | 
and what Number of ſick on board? 7 
A. My Men were but very indifferent Seamen; and I had 
upon the Doctor's Liſt between fifty and ſixty Men, to the 
beſt of my Memory. | 


eſteem her a good Ship, compared with others of the ſame 
Rate ? 5 i . | 
A. No, I did not think her a very good Ship of her Rate; 
ſhe was but barely equal to one of our old ſeventy Gun Ships, 
therefore could not be compared with one of our new fixty- 
four or ſixty-ſix Gun Ships, as her Metal was but Twenty 
| four, Twelve, and Six Pounders; ſhe complained of nothing 
In her Hull, and her Maſts and Rigging were ſound, except 
the little Rigging before-mentioned, which was ſoon repaired. 
ard Q. As you have ſaid, that her Hull did not complain, and 


that her Maſts and Rigging were ſound, I ſhould be glad to 


anc: know if there were any Defects in her Bottom? 

Ta, A. I don't recollect that the Carpenter ever told me, there 
was any; the Ship was tight, made but little Water. 

: Q. Had you any of the Enemy's Shot lodged in your Ship; 

1 any of their Shot fell under your Obſervation, what were 
their different Weights and Calibres ? : | 


A. There was one under the Fore-part of the Main-chains, 


ble which went through the Bends, and lodged againſt one of 
he hanging Knees of the Lower-deck Beams; it was 


. pretty near of the Size of one of our Twenty-four Pounders; 


[ was 


1. tion, or hear of their being ſeen in the North Welt Quarter 


Q. How was your Ship Manned ,on the Day of Action? 


Q. Did you know of any Deſects in your Ship, or did you 


there 


there was one which might weigh about twelve or Fourteen 


Fleet, either before or after the Engagement? 


will appoint to relieve any Ship in Diſtreſs in Time of —— 


joined to do it, as probably an Admiral may not ſee ſo muci 
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Pounds, that went thtough the Knee of the Head. 
Did you form any Judgment of the Enemy's Force, or 
had yOu any Authority to. believe them ſuperior to the Britif 


A. I think that there was one of their Ships had fifteen M 
Ports below; I looked with my Glaſs, and thought I reck. M 6 
oned them plain; I reckoned three more with fourteen Ports; 
and as many of the reſt as I ſaw had thirteen Ports; and] h 
therefore think, that if our heavy Ships had been placed oppo. 
ſite to theirs, we might have had a Chance of Succeſs. 10 

Lou have informed the Court, when a Signal is out fr Wil 1 
the 2 of Battle ahead, and the Signal for Battle made, i 
the Enemy are at too great a Diſtance, that it is proper 9 d 
bear down in a Line abreaſt till you come to a proper Diſtance, 
and then bring up in a Line ahead; does not the thirteentl 
Article of the fighting Inſtructions run as follows? 

As ſoon as the Admiral ſhall hoiſt a red Flag on the Ela. 5 

i ſtaff at the Fore-top-maſt-Head and fire a Gun, eq) Wil 
« Ship in the Fleet is to uſe their utmoſt Endeavour '» )- 
«© engage the Enemy in the Order the Admiral has pie. i 
*« {cribed unto them.“ | 

A. . 2 Do 

Q: Can an Admiral, who Ge A Squadron in Time not 
of Action, be anſwerable for the Conduct of the Fleet, if an / 
particular Commander, or Commanders, ſhall preſume t een 
break the Order preſcribed by the Admiral; and muſt not thi up 
Meaſure diſconcert the Admiral's Plan of Operation 5 T7 

A. I think it would be wrong in any Perſon to get out d 
his Station, except it's to relieve Ships in Diſtreſs, which can- 
not keep up the Line; in that Caſe, any Ships aſtern of ſuch 
Ships are to go between the Enemy and them, and make dal 
up with the next Ship ahead of them. 

Q. Then don't you think the Admiral, who commands: 
Squadron in Time of Action, is the beſt Judge what Ship he. 


if it is required? 
A. I think, that the next Ship to the diſabled Ships is es- 


of their Damage as the Ship next to them. 

Q. Was the Trident's Signal made that Day to relieve ani 
Ship in Diſtreſs ? 

A. No. 
2. Dces not PE firſt Article of the additional fightin 


p he. 
Non, 


8 el. 
much 


e all 


rhting 
In- 


deamen; had you any 
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jaſtructions by Day, direct, that if the Admiral will have 


any Ship draw out of the Line, ſuch Ship is to hold herſelf 

in Readineſs to aſſiſt any Ship that may be diſabled, or hard 

preſſed, or to take her Station? ( Witneſß lnked at the Article. ) 
A. It appears by that Inſtruction, no Doubt of it. 


Q. Was not the Deptrford's Signal made to quit the Line 
that Day, after the Intrepide loſt her Topmaſt ? 


A. I did not ſee it, nor was i told of it that Day ; but 
heard afterwards it was ſo. 

Q. Did you not ſee the Deptford make Sail ahead towards 
the 228 and did ſhe not go in the Intrepide's Station in 
the Line ? 

A. I did not ſee her, as I was to Leeward of the Ships 
that I went to relieve. | 

Court aſked, 

Q. Did not the Admiral know, when he made the Signal 
- Battle, the Condition of your Ship; as likewiſe in regard 
o her Compariſon to other Shi hips of her Rate; as likewit 

Condition of the Ship's Company as to Goodneſs of het 


| Men and their Health ? 


A. No doubt but he did: 

Q. You have ſaid, you had fry or - ſixty Men upon the 
Doctor's Sick Lift ; how many were there of them that could 
not come to their Quarters i ? 

A. But a very few; I dare ſay that there were not above 
ten that could not come up; the reſt were weak, and came 
up to ſhew their Willingneſs. 

Du wa was the whole Numbet you had on board 
that Day? 

A. Altogether, I 3 better than five hundred and 
thirty Men, as well as I can recollect. 

Q. What was your — of Men! * 


A. Five hundred. 


Q. You have ſaid, — ou was indifferently Manned as to 
eaſon to complain of the Behaviour 


o 1 Men when you were engaged with the Enemy? 
0, 


The Court cleared; . and after ſeme Time, it being between 


Three and Four 0 *Clack, they adjourned till Nine o'Clock 
| To-merrow Morning. 


M 2 TUESDAY, 
Ir + Keppel. 
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„ 
TUESDAY, the 11th of January, 1757. 


HE Court met according to Adjournment, Priſoner if c: 


brought in; and Audience admitted. in 
Witneſſes called. 8 85 * 


Captain Arthur Gardiner, late Captain of his Mi. M7, 
jefty's Ship Ramillies, ſworn. MW" 


Q. * Was there any unneceſſary Delay made in the Pro- 


ceedings of the Squadron under the Command of Admiral I. 
Byng, from its Departure from St. Heller's till you got Sight ut 
of Minorca? by | loo 


A. None, that I know of. on 5 
Q. At what Time was you neareſt to the Caſtle of d. N 


Phillip's, and what Diſtance was you then from it? ( 
A. About Nine o'Clock in the Morning of the 19th ; | t 
imagine we were then about two Leagues from it. 4 


Q. What Wind and Weather had you at that Time? et 
A. *T was in the North Eaſt Quarter, light Air s. 
Q. Was any Attempt made at that Time, or afterwards 
to throw into the Caſtle of St. Philip's the Officers and Re- 
cruits that were on board the Fleet for that Garriſon? 
A. None that I know of. 1 b 
Q. At what Time, on the 20th of May, did you fit 
clearly ſee the French Fleet? OR. = 
A. At Nine o'Clock ; they were ſeen by others in the Shy 
before, but I did not ſee them myſelf till that Time. 
Q. How did they then bear, and at what Diſtance ? 
A. They. were in the South Eaſt Quarter, about two JW" | 
Leagues. | e 
Q. How were they then ſtanding ? 
A. To the North Weſt. | 
Q. How was our Fleet then ſtanding? 
A. To the North Weſt likewiſe. Lt 
Q. What Signals were made from the Time you fi 
them clearly, till the Signal was made for Battle ? 
A. At Ten o'Clock the Signal was made to tack to tit 
South Eaſt — At ten Minutes after Ten, a Signal for tie 
Line of Battle at two Cables Lengths Diftance—At Eleven 
a Signal made to draw up to half a Cable--At One, a Signi 
made for the Rear of the Fleet to tack--Very ſoon after, tor 
the Fleet to tack together- Between One and T'wo, the dig 
nal to lead to Starboard one Point -Some little Time attet, 
| repeated 


Treſfatnm 
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repeated. I recollect likewiſe, there was a Signal made for 
calling in all Cruizers, betwixt Six and Seven in the Morn- 

ing, and repeated ſeveral Times. 1 

Q. Do you recollect upon what Account thoſe Cruizers 
| had been detached ? 3 | 
A. After Tartans that were in different Quarters; the 
fu. Princeſs Louiſa to the. North Weſt, Captain and Defiance to 
the North Eaſt. | | 4 | 
Q. At what Time was the Signal made for Battle? 
ro- A. As near as I can judge, about twenty Minutes after 
- WW Two; but I can't be poſitive as to Time throughout my 
oh: iN whole Evidence; I had a Watch in my Pocket, but did not 
look at it. 1 E- | 
Q. Was our Fleet at that Time in a well- connected Line? 
& A. I think it was. — h | | 
Q. What was the Poſition of our Fleet and the Enemy's, 
rich Reſpect to each other, at that Time? 
A. From our Ship the Centre of the Enemy's Fleet, was 
right ahead, the Van open upon the Larboard Bow, the 

ear open upon the Starboard, diſtant about two Miles: 1 
d;, Neo not pretend to be certain as to Diſtances -I am now ſpeak- 
ing of the Time when the Signal was made for Battle. 

Was the Leading Ship in our Van abreaſt of the Lead- 

Wing Ship of the Enemy's Van at the ſame Time? 
A. That I can't judge, from the Situation we were in. 
2. Was the Sternmoſt Ship in the Rear of our Fleet, a- 

breaſt of the Sternmoſt Ship in the Enerny's Rear ? 
A. I think we were rather to the South Eaſt--rather aſtern. 
Q. Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Ene- 
my ſuch at that Time, as to have admitted all our Ships to 
have gone down and engaged their Opponents properly ? 

A. It was. --: 

(. Did any, and which of the Ships of our Fleet bear 
own on the Enemy properly, on the Signal's being made for 
Battle, and engage with the Ship's oppoſed to them; and 

ow did they bear down ? | = 

A. The [ntrepide and Revenge were the two firſt Ships I 
au bear down remarkably ; all the Van did bear down at 

dee fame Time, but how much I cannot ſay : The Intrepide, 
ven fink, went right before the Wind, the Revenge not quite 
gn o much ſo: Upon ſeeing them, the Admiral ordered us to 
eee away likewiſe for the Ship he intended to engage, which 
8g the third Ship from the Enemy's Rear; the Princeſs Lou- 
frer, and Trident did not bear away fo ſoon; in a very ſhort 
red, pace they all bore down, that I obſerved. 
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Q. Did all theſe Ships in the Rear bear down properly, 
and engage the Enemy at a proper Diſtance? © 

A. 7 don't know the Diſtance they engaged at, or whether 
hey were properly engaged or not: I don't think that any of 

—_ were what I call properly engaged---within Muſquet. 
ot. | 4 | | 

Q. * What Sail was ſet in the Ramillies from the Time 
Signal for Battle was made, till ſhe began to engage ? 

A. Topſails and Foreſail we edged away with, but the 
Princeſs Louiſa and Trident not ſo immediately doing, it, the 
Mizen and Main-top Sails were ordered to be backed, but 
the Wind was ſo far aft I think the Main-top Sail only ſhi. 
vered ; the Foreſail was likewiſe hauled up for a very ſhor 
Time, and Sail was ſoon made when thoſe Ships got into 
their Stations, which I believe might have been about fire, 
fix, or ſeven Minutes at the utmoſt: Afterwards we went 
down under Top-ſails and Fore-ſail; I think the Fore. ſi 
was hauled up juſt before we began to fire, but J cannot 
ſpeak to it with Certainty. . "OR 

Q. How long was it after you bore down on the Signal 
being made for Battle, *ti!! you attempted to back the Man 
and Mizen-top Sails, and haul'd up the Fore-fail * 

A. A very few Minutes; for as ſoon as the Pr:nceſs Lai 


and Trident-obſerved the Admiral's Intentions, they mad 


Sail. | 
Q. How long was it from the Time you bore down ate 
that, to the 'Time you began to fire ? 
A. About Half an Hour, 
Q. What was the moſt Sail you was under during thi 
Time. 'n „ | 
A. Top- ſails and Fore-fail. 
Q. Could you have carried all your Sail at that Time! 
A. The Weather was ſuch that we could, if the Admin 
had thought proper, | : 
Q. + At the Time the Ramillies Main-top Sail was attempt 
to be backt, what Situation was the Ramillies then in wit 
regard to the Trident? 8 | 
A. The Trident was abaft our Beam. 
Q. Abaft which Beam? 
A. The Larboard Beam. - | | 
Q. Could the Trident, in this Situation, impede the A 
millies going down to the Enemy? N 


A. The 
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A. The Admiral muſt have gone down without his Force, 
[ imagine, which was not his Intention. V 
Q. Upon this ſeeming Delay of the Louiſa and Trident, 


did the Admiral by Signal or otherwiſe haſten them down to 
the Enemy? | 


A, I don't imagine there was Occaſion for that, for as 
ſoon as they ſaw the Admirals Intention they made Sail with- 
out r. | 8 
Q. Was the Signal out for the Line of Battle ahead at 
this Time ? ON 

A. It was. | 

Q. Did the Rear Diviſion ſeem to pay Regard to that 
Signal ? 5 


A. Yes, and went down very regular, after the Trident 


and Princeſs Louiſa got into their Stations. | 


Q By the Situation of the two Fleets, was not our Rear 


farther from the Enemy's Rear, than our Van was from 
their Van, when the Signal was made for Battle ? 
A. Conſiderably. „ al 
Q. If the Signal for the Line of Battle ahead had been 


hauled down, and the Signal for Battle continued, and our 


Ships in the Rear Diviſion had ſet their Top-gallant Sails and 
Stay-ſails ; was it not a more certain and ſpeedy Method to 


nate have brought on a general Action? 


after 


that 


N 


Tie bun to the Enemy. 


| 
j 


A. It might have been a mare ſpeedy Method, but not fo 
regular a Method. DE. 

Q. If the Signal for the Line of Battle ahead had been 
hauled down, and a Signal for the Line abreaſt made, and 
our Ships in the Rear Diviſion had ſet the Sail afore-mention- 
ed, would not this have been a more ſpeedy and regular Me- 
thod to have cloſed the Enemy: - 

A. I think not. 

Q Why? 1 

A. I think it improper for Ships to go down in a Line a- 
breaſt, to attack Ships that are lying in a Line ahead, when 
they could go down with their Bows to them——a ſlanting 
Courſe to them. | | | 

Q. As it appears that our Van Diviſion, or Part of them, 
was gone down before the Wind to attack the Van of the 
Enemy, could they be timely and properly ſuccoured by the 
Rear Diviſion, without the Rear taking the moſt expeditious 
Method of coming down to the Enemy? Es 

A. I take it the Rear did take a proper Method of coming 
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my, or the Sail? 5 | 
A: Both : but this is Matter of Opinion, which I ſhal! 


( 
Q. Do you mean as to the Courſe ſteered upon the Ene. 


avoid hereafter entering into, as there are fo many Superior 
judges here to me. | | 
. To avoid Opinion, did our Rear Diviſion take the 
moſt expeditious Method in Point of Sail, to get down to 
the Centre or Rear of the Enemy ? | 3 
A. The Court is very ſenſible they did not. | 
. * As the Signal for the Line of Battle ahead was out, 


did not our Van Diviſion, by their Behaviour, diſobey that | 


Signal ? | | 

A. I believe in a very ſhort Space, in a Quarter of an Hour 
or a little more after the Signal for Battle was made, if all 
the Ships had drawn to the Wind they would have been in 
Line of Battle again; ſo that if it was broke it was for 2 
very ſhort Space, and the Court are the beſt Judges whether 
it was, or was not; and I know of no other Method than 
what the Admiral took, for preſerving the Line regular. 

9, Did the Admiral make any Signal to the Culloden, to 
go down to the Enemy? | 


A. The Admiral's Ship being then with her Topſail 


aback, an Officer was ſent as I recollect to order her to en- 
deavour to cut off the Sternmoſt-ſhip—but I know of no 


Signal made for that Purpoſe. 


D.: + Was not her Signal made ſome Part of that Day? 

At was. iti 

©. & Did the Culloden go down, in Conſequence of the 
ſage that was ſent to her. | 1 
A. She was endeavouring ſo to do, but the Ship that ſhe 
was ſent after joined the Enemy's Rear before ſhe could get 
any Diſtance—the got fo little a Way that ſhe was hailed 
to return to her Station, and her Signal thrown out likewiſe 
Juſt before Hailing. 


2, You have ſaid, that none of the Fleet were engaged 
in your Opinion, what you call properly, within Mulquet- | 


ſhot; could you ſee how near our Van was engaged to the 
Enemy's Van, and could not our Rear engage the Enemy 

Rear, as our Van did their Van? | | 
A. I believe they would have engaged as near if the Enc- 
my had ſtaid--T would not have the Court apprehend that | 
mean any Reflection upon any of the Gentlemen engaged, 
very far from it my Reaſon for ſaying I did not believe any 
were engaged within Muſquet Shot was, that J did not beat 
that any Body was killed or wounded with Muſquetry? 
| ©, What 
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2. What Diſtance was the Ramillies from the Enemy | 


when ſhe engaged? 5 N 
A. At firſt I believe about Half a Mile; but you will pleaſe 


to take this with you, that the Ramillies People began to fire 


before Directions were given I mean their firſt Firing. _ 

9, What Damage did the Ramillies receive from the Ene- 
A. Very little, | > e 

3, Had you any Men killed in the Action? 

J. No; nor do I look upon her to have been engaged as 
the Admiral could have wiſhed, and expreſt his Inclination to 
do, having ſeveral Times ſaid in our going down, while the 


Shot were flying over us and hitting us, that he did not intend 


to throw his Shot away till he came near the Enemy. 


9. * You was aſked, whether the Trident, when ſhe was 


abaft your Beam, could impede the Ramillies going down to 

the Enemy; and your Anſwer was, The Admiral muſt have 

zone down without his Force, which I imagine was not his 

Intentions 3 was not the Defiance, Portland, Lancaſter, Buck- 

ingbam, Captain, Intrepide, and Revenge, then going down 

upon the Enemy! | 5 : 
J. They were. 


9, Then, when you obſerved the Trident make Sail upon 


your Beam to get into her Station, what Sail did ſhe make? 
A. As nigh as J can recollect, ſhe was only under her Top 


ſails before, and ſhe ſet her Fore fail, 

9. You have faid, that your Men began firing before any 
Orders were given for it, and at a greater Diſtance than the 
Admiral intended; when you did receive the Admiral's Di- 
rections to begin your Fire, how far was you then from the 
Enemy oppoſed to you in the French Line? 

A. I believe not quite half a Mile ; and think, the Enemy 
never fired at us after our firſt Broadſide. 

5 What impeded your going nearer? | 

Lord Robert Berttie's telling the Admiral that there was 
a dhip upon the Lee Bow, which he imagined was one of 
ours, N 

2. Were you then under Sail, or brought to? 

A. Under Sail, going down. Fo | 

2. Did you ſee that Ship yourſelf ? | 
A. ] did not, being fent down by the Admiral to order 
Firing to ceaſe in the foremoſt Part of the Ship untill the 
Men could ſee French Colours. | | 
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9. Did you hear Lord Robert Bertie tell this to the Ad- 
miral? 5 5 


A. I did. 5 

Q. When you came upon Deck, after ordering the Ad. 
miral's Directions to be obeyed in regard to ceaſing firing, 
did you then ſee any Ship ahead of you that could prevent 
your going down to the Enemy? 


A. I had his Directions to back the Fore-top Sail before 


came upon the Quarter-deck : After I had backt the Fore- | 


top-Sail, I lookt under the Booms upon the After-gallows, 
and ſaw the Trident about a Cable's Length away with the 
ipare Anchor, or a little upon the Bow; and when I came 
upon the Quarter-deck, our Ship was juſt paying clear of the 
Princeſs Louiſa, and very near her. 6 

Q. Can you judge what Time this was? 

A. About ten Minutes after Three, as nigh as I could 
judge by Time; it might be a little more or leſs, I cannot 
be poſitive as to Time. | 

Q. When you came upon the Quarter-deck, and obſery- 
ed your Head was paying off from the Princeſs Louiſa that 
was near you, had the Trident then ſet Sail to get clear of 
you? |: -. 

A. No, I think not. 

Q. Was it poſſible for you to have gone to Leeward of 
the Trident? So . 

A. Our Head was pay'd to Leeward of the Trident, and 
had continued fo until we made Sail. When TI came upon 
Deck, the yellow Flag was hoiſted at the Mizen-top-maſt 
head, for the Rear of the Fleet to back, as the Admiral ſaid 
at that Time, to prevent their coming on board of us. 

Q. As it was pay'd to Leeward of the Trident, could you 
not have made Sail and run to Leeward of the Trident. 

A. By this Time the French had made Sail and ſhot ahead 
of us and the Trident; the yellow Flag continued up a ver} 
few Minutes, while the Signal. was carrying up for the Van 
of the Fleet to fill; and as ſoon as that was made, the one at 
the Mizen-top-mait-head was hauled down, and we made 
Sail, and a Signal hoiſted at the Mizen-top-maſt-head for 
the Rear to make more Sail. 5 

Q. How long was it from the Time your Head pay'd to 
Leeward of the Trident, before the Ramillies made Sail? 

A. About a Quarter of an Hour. 5 

Q. Was the Ramillies engaged, after the Time of you 
Head paying clear of the Louiſa and Trident? 

A. No, 


Q. What 
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Q. * What Situation was the French Fleet in when the 


| Signal was made for Battle? 


A. In a Line ahead, with their Main-top Sails to the Maft. 

2 How long might they lye ſo ? = 

A. I believe they might lye fo three Quarters of an Hour, 
or a little more. | | „ 

9, Did you perceive what Sail they made, when they 
made Sail? = 

A. Top- ſails and Fore-fail in general; I did not obſerve 
in particular ; I could not ſee particularly : The Sternmoſt 


| Ships had that Sail, except one that had loſt her Main-top- 


ail-yard, and ſhe had her Fore-top-gallant-ſail ſet. 
. How many Knots an Hour do you think the Ramillies 


| night have gone with the Wind as large as ſhe bore down, 


and all her Sails ſet except her Studding Sails? 
A, Something more than three. 


9, When the Rear of the Enemy ſet their Foreſails and 


made Sail, if the Admiral and our Rear Diviſion had ſet all 
their Sails at the fame Time, could they have joined our Van, 
before the Rear of the Enemy had got the Length of 
them, | | 2 - : 

A. I thinknot.. :_ - * 

9. When the Fleet tackt all together, was the Ramillies 
before, upon, or abaft the Beam of the oppoſite French 
dhip, or their Tenth Ship, counting from the Van of the 
Enemy? | : = | 
A. Conſiderably abaft her Beam. 

Can you recollect how many Points? 


A. I cannot, as I did not take particular Notice of the 


Compaſs ; but thus far I can inform the Court, that the Ad- 
miral ſtood on, till we imagined on board the Ramillies every 
dhip, if they had gone properly down with a ſlanting Courſe, 
would have gone down to engage the Enemy, Ship again 
Ship, with their Broadſides to them: For I remember to 


| have heard the Admiral ſay, when we were abreaſt of them, 


that That was his Intention. 
O: Was the French Line then lying to or ſtanding on un- 
er dail. mm | 


A. They were lying with their Main-top-fails to the Maſt. 
2, You have ſaid, that ſoon after the Fleet had tackt all 


together, it bore up by Signal a Point or two to Starboard; 
did the Fleet then ſteer one Ship aſtern of another, or did 
cach Ship cape to Windward of the preceding Ship; 

AJ. They were upon the Bow and Quarter of e ach other; 


each 
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each Ship's Head ſeemed to me to Leeward of the Quarter 
of the Ship ahead of her. „„ | 

©. How many Points did you then ſteer from the Wind? 

A. The Wind was ſomething abaft the Beam. 5 5 
©. When the Rear Diviſion bore down and engaged the 
Enemy, did it cloſe up to the Engliſb Van: 

A. I could not ſee that until after the Firing ceaſed : the 
Intrepide and Revenge brought to near each other, the Revenge 
under the [ntrepide's Lee-quarter; I ſaw That as we were 
going down, and no Separation till after the Action ceaſed in 
the Rear. | | 
2. When the Enemy's Centre and Rear made Sail, and 
ſtood towards our Van, did they forereach upon the Engl} 
Rear Diviſion ? | 

A. Conſiderably; we did that ourſelves, and they went 
from us, I remember the Admiral's looking to Leeward, 
and propoſing the Top-gallant Sails to be ſet, as we did not 
come up with the French; I told him he might if he pleaſed, 
but that we were joining our Van very faſt. 

©. What do you mean by we did ſo ourſelves, in the [af 
Anſwer ? HE „ . 1 

A. The Ramillies did join our Van very faſt. I underſtood 
the laſt Queſtion to be, whether the French forereached upon 


our Van. 


Queſtion repeated, When the Enemy's Centre and 


ear, Ce. 

TR. | 

9. When you obſerved the French Centre and Rear to 
outſail the Engliſh Rear Diviſion, did the Engliſh Rear, bj 
Jignal or Example of the Admiral, crowd all the Sail to close 
with our Van, each Ship as faſt as ſhe could come up without 
regard to the Order of Battle, and to join Battle with the Ene- 


my's Centre and Rear ? 
A. No, | 


Q. When the Enemy's Centre and Rear forereached upon 


the Admiral and Rear Diviſion, were we failing in an exad 
Parallel with them ? | ER 

A. They were juſt open upon our Lee Bow, from our Ship 

Q. Then our Rear, I apprehend, kept more away from 
the Wind than their Centre and Rear did ? 

A. A ſmall Matter, 5 

Q. Can this Manner of Sailing be an abſolute Proof of the 
Enemy's outſailing us in that ſhort Time of Trial, unleſs the) 
had been ſet exactly by the Compaſs when we both ſet Sal 
together ? | | 


A. Ya, 


er 
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A. Yes, I very plainly perceived them draw ahead of us. 
[ plainly perceived they went from us indeed. | 

Q. They might foreſearch upon us in this Poſition by our 
keeping away too much, and yet not poſitively outſail us; 
was there ever any Trial with the ſame Sail, and upon a 
parallel Courſe ? | 

A. Not that I recollect. NE 

Q. What Sail had our Admiral and Rear Diviſion ſet at 
the Time that you thought the Centre and Rear Diviſion 
went from them? _ EE | : 

A. Courſes, Top-fails, Jib, and Stay-fails. = 

Q. And what Sail had the French Centre and Rear ſet at 
SWF NT EW =_: 

A. Apparent to me, Top-ſails and Fore-fail. 

Q. Top-fails and Fore-ſail only ? 

A. I did not obſerve any other Sail. 5 

Q. * You ſay, the Admiral propoſed to you the ſetting the 
Top-gallant Sails to come up with the French Rear at that 
Time; as the Admiral conſulted you in that, did he ever 
conſult you in the Action as to the Situation of the Ramillies, 
25 to her Diſtance from the Enemy to engage, or as to her 
Situation for going down cloſer till the Action was over; 
and f you gave your Opinion, what was it? 1 

A. J can't ſay whether it was juſt before the Signal, or 
juſt after. The Admiral ordered the Guns to be ſhotted with 
round and Grape Shot, two Shot in the Guns below, ſaying, 
that he was ſure the French would never ſtand cloſe Engage- 
ment as our Seamen would I know of nothing more. 

Did the Admiral aſk your Advice or Opinion, or the 
Adyice or Opinion of any other Perſon in your hearing, 
rom the Time the Signal was made to engage till the Action 
was over ? 1 | 

He did not mine ; nor did I hear him aſk any body elſe. 

Q. Did you, or any other Perſon in your hearing, offer 
e or Advice with reſpect to any Part of his Pro- 
ceedings? | „„ | 

A, I took the Liberty myſelf to offer my Opinion, at 
the Time of his ſhortening Sail for the Trident and. Louiſa. 

What was the Advice you took the Liberty to offer? 

A. To ſet Sail would be ſhewing them an Example what 
they were to do, by which Means we ſhould be ſooner 
down at the Enemy, and in all Probability receive leſs Da- 
Mage in going down, 

Did you offer any other Advice? 

; | 5 * No; | 


* Holbourn, + Preſident, 
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A. No; and I ſhould not have taken that Liberty, if! 
had not obſerved that they did not take Notice of the Admi- 
ral's Intentions; we having about that Time bore away nent 
three Points, which brought them rather to Windyarl, 
and out of their Station. . ER 5 

Q. What was the Admiral's Anſwer to you, upon offer. 
ing this Advice? 1 | 

A. You ſee, Captain Gardiner, that the Signal for the 
Line is out (pointing to the Signal) and that I am ahead of 
the Princeſs Lowſa, and Durell, and you would not have me, 
as Admiral of the Fleet, run down as if I was going to en- 
gage a ſingle Ship; It was Mr. Matthews's Misfortune to he 
prejudiced by not carrying his Force down together, which 
I ſhall endeavour to avoid. I took the Liberty of telling hin, 
that I would be anſwerable for Captain Durell, a worthy 
Member of this Court having before told me, that he had 
been in Action, and behaved well. | 

Q. Did the Admiral, upon your Advice beforementioned, 
make all the Sail he could ? | „ 

He immediately, upon ſeeing them make Sail (the whole 
Stop was not above fix Minutes) filled his Top- ſails, and ſe 
his Fore-fail. 5 | 

Q. If the Admiral had ſet all his Sail, and ſhewed the 
Example you adviſed, was there any thing to prevent hi 
whole Diviſion going down together? | 

A. I heard him ſay, he did not think it proper to go donn 
with a Crowd of Sail, as he did not look upon it proper s 
the Enemy were waiting for us, 8 

Quęſtion repeated. | | | 

A. The Culloden many Times did not go ſo weil as ve, 
eſpecially in light Winds as we had at that Time. 

Q. Did any Thing appear to impede the Culloden to ſe 
all her Sail, and endeavour to keep Company with the Ad- 
miral, if ſuch an Example had been ſhewn him ? 

A. Not that I know of. Ts =. YI 

Q. * Was there any Signal made for the Culloden to make 
more Sail? © = 

A. No; nor did I obſerve her out of her Station any Time 
that I looked at her in going down. „ 

Q. + Did the Admiral, to the beſt of your Knowledge, 4 
any Time in the Day of Action, expreſs by Words a Wil 
lingneſs and Deſire to join Battle with the Enemy, in the 
manner he judged it moſt effectual and proper for the Good 
of the Service? 5 | 
A, He ſeemed uneaſy at the Van of the S—_— 

| : eadin 


* Douglas, f Sims 


- ©. BY 
i M:-.ins properly to get at Action at ſoon as he could with ; 
fl a l 4 made the Signal ſooner, to induce them to leag 


0. donn properer, ſaying to Lord Bertie, as well as I can recol- 
ward, ct, that That would ſhew every Ship how ſhe ſhould en- 


age roperly. | 
555 What Signal was that? 


A. The Signal to engage. | 
9, During the Action, did the Admiral ever make a Sig- 


ticular Diviſion or Ship ? 


OB . 1 know of none; Mr. Weft did for his, I obſerved that; 
o be MW aw 2 Signal flying on board of him. FLO 

nich 2. What was that Signal made by Mr. Wet? 

hin, A. T underſtood afterwards it was by Miſtake, thinking the 
thy Admal had made ſuch a Signal. PE | 

* 9. + You have ſaid, you bore away about three Points more 


upon the Enemy; was this before your People began to fire 
without Order? e 

A. A conſiderable Time. 
9, Then, when your People began to fire, was the Ramil- 
lin brought up to engage? 

A. No. 2 5 5 

L: Then what Objects had your People to fire at; could 
they bring any Guns to bear upon the Enemy? 
A. The firſt Lieutenant ſent Word up to the Quarter-deck, 


the third Ship of the Enemy's Rear, upon which the Admiral 

ave Directions to diſtreſs the Enemy where he could; and 

by what I have heard from the Officers, they fired at the ſe- 

ond Ship from the Rear, as they could not fire at the third. 

l 8 How many Men had you on board on the Day of 
lon ? | | 

A. Her Complement was ſeven hundred and eighty ; and 


hundred and thirty-ſeven, which was fifty-ſeven more than 


dur Compiement, I believe. 


2. How many of them Were ſick and incapable of coming 


"me to their Quarters ? | 
A. I don't remember how many we had ſick at that Time; 
„ at but | went down to ſee the People at their Quarters, and ima- 
Nil- ene! ſhifted about twenty that were incapable of doing their 
the Duty; 1 don't ſpeak poſitively ; what I mean by ſhifting is, 
500d that 1 placed them properly, where they were two or three 


lick at one Gun, I placed others. 

not ﬀ . How was your Ship manned * 
EY A. Very 

| * Geary, Hollourn 


nal for a cloſer Engagement for the whole Fleet, or any par- 


hat he could not bring the foremoſt Guns to bear upon 


to the beſt of my Judgment at that Time, we victualled eight 
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A. Very well. . VU 
2. Did they behave well in the Share you had in dhe 
Action ? e | = 
A. Very well—we don't pretend we had any great Shar 
in the Action: but the Men behaved very well, and very or. 
derly, as I was told by the Officers. i 
©. Did you obſerve when the Intrepidès Topmaſt wi 


carried away? 


A. I obſerved it in running down, about three Quarter | 
after two; whether ſhe had begun to engage or not, I real | 
can't ſay, but imagine it was much about the Time of he 
bringing up to engage. „ ar h 

2. At what Diſtance might you judge the Intrepid u 
then from you ? 1 * | 3 

A. I don't think ſhe could be more than three or fou 
Cables Lengths ; I ſpeak at the utmoſt. _ $: 

©. + Upon your obſerving the [ntrep:de's Topmaſt to b 
carried away, did the Admiral give any Orders or Direction 
concerning her? | oe il 5 1 
A. No, nor I believe did he think there was occalionMil f. 
then; for I ſaw the Revenge bring to cloſe under her In 
. = "x 1 

D. Did the Admiral give any Directions concerning h n 
afterwards ? . =; 

A. Immediately upon that, a Signal was made for te E 
Deptford to quit the Line, and as ſoon as he knew that feel th 
could not keep the Line, he ſent Orders to the Depford u 
take her Station. 1555 * | to 

Q. t When: you ſaw the Intrepide's Topmaſt ſhot aq ha 
did ſhe appear capable of continuing in her Poſt in the Line! 

A. Nothing appeared to us to the contrary, as the Enenyif ex 
had their Sails braced to the Maſt. 

Priſoner aſked, | 3 | „„ 
©. Did not the Admiral make the Signals for the CaptanM th 
of the Phanix, Cheſterfield, and Dolphin, about half an Hou | 
after Four in the Morning of the 19th of May? 
= © on tio 


2. Did not thoſe three Frigates, after their Captains bag toy 
been on board the Ramillies, make Sail and proceed abe, 
of the Fleet towards St. Philip's Caſtle? | De 

A. They did. | | 
Do you know of my giving Capt. Hervey Orders 8 ( 
proceed towards St. Philip's Caſtle with thoſe three FrigatM dit. 
to endeavour if poſſible to land a Letter for General 18 nin 
: ay 

Douglas. | Geary. I Simcoe. . 


1 
A. I have heard him ſay ſo ſince. LE | 
Q. Had not you Reaſon to think we ſhould have been 
cloſe down at a proper Diſtance to engage the Enemy, if we 


the 


Louiſa, who were under our Lee Bow? 
A. Iimagine Yes. = 4 
Was Q. At the Time you ſay each Ship's Bow was open upon 


the Quarter of the other, were they cloſe open upon the Bow, 


ers or wide open? 
all A. Cloſe. 


ber Q. Did you obſerve the Condition of our Van after the 


head-moſt Ships of the French bore away; did they not ſeem 
4: 08 be much diſabled in their Maſts, Sails and Rigging? | 
A. I | fo „ 
roll Q. Do you think they were fit and able to purſue the 
Enemy? * | | 
to be A. Thoſe that were damaged, not. 
tions Q. When the Centre and Rear of the rench had bore 
away to join their head-moſt Ships who had bore away be- 


them with Part of our Fleet? 
A. I heard the Admiral at that Time expreſs his Unhappi- 
nes in not having a ſufficient Force to make the general Sig- 


three Ships more; thoſe were his Words. 

Q. Do you think it would have been prudent, or proper, 
| to have purſued the Enemy with Part of our Fleet, as you 
have ſaid our Van was diſabled, and not fit to purſue ? 

. A. I think not, as I ſaw no Damage done to the French, 
-NcM\ Wh except one Top-fail Yard carried away. 


C Did you obſerve the Ships that received Damage in the 


three Days after the Action? 
A. I did, ſeveral of them. wo | 
Q Did you not ſee the Enemy the Morning after the Ac- 


8 ton, or hear of their being ſeen, in the North Weſt Quarter 
ns hal towards Mahon? - 


Defiance ſay, they bore down to the Fleet upon ſeeing them; 
can't recollect particularly who it was. | . 
. Do you apprehend that the Fleet was in a proper Con- 
rigate I dition to make Sail and attack the Enemy's Fleet, next Mor- 
arent) ning after the Action? | | 


A. I do not. | | | 
| N. : QIU 


had not been obliged to lay all aback for the Trident and 


afl fore, do you think it would have been proper to have purſued | 


nal to chace, as he thought he could materially diſtreſs the | 
Enemy in the Situation they were then in, if he had two or 


Action, with any Yards or Top-maſts down, during the 


A. I did not ſee them; but I heard ſomebody from the 
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Q. If the Enemy had attack'd our Fleet next Morning after 
the Action, as none of theirs appeared to be diſabled, except 
the Ship in their Rear who had loſt her Main-top-ſail Yard, 
do not you apprehend, that they would have had very confi. 
derable Advantage over us ? | . 
5 A. I do, as ſo many of our Ships were incapable of making 
Sail. | | N | 

Q. Had you any of the Enemy's Shot lodged in your Ship? 
If any of their Shot fell under your Obſervation, what were 
their different Weights and Calibres ? 5 
A. I was told, that there were ſeveral lodged in the Ship'; 
Side; but I never had the Curioſity to look at them, except 

one which was brought upon the Quarter-deck, ſaid to weigh 
thirty nine Pounds and a Half, which I ordered to be thrown 
over-board. SS. 8 

Q. Was that Shot thrown over- board? 95 

A. I can't tell, but I ordered it to be thrown over- board. 
Q. Did you form any Judgment of the Enemy's Force, u 
had you any Authority to believe them ſuperior to the Bri 
Fleet, either before or after the Action? | 

A. I ſeveral Times attempted to reckon their Ports, to 
know their Force, but was taken off of it by other Duty; | 
judged their Force then to be, one Ship of eighty Guns, ſouf 
of Seventy-four, one ſo ſmall that I took her for a Fifty, ant 
all the reſt Sixty and upwards. | + pn 

Q. Do you think going down to the Enemy under a crowd 
of Sail would have been proper, when in a Line of Battle 
ahead ſo cloſe connected as we were, and the Enemy i 
waiting for us; would it not be attended with the utmoſt Hae 
zard and Difficulty, or next to an Impoſſibility to keep clear 
of one another in that Situation? _ 5 | 

A. Its a Matter of Opinion that the Admiral only was 
countable for. | 

Court aſked, | . 

Q. * You have ſaid. that you believe you might have com 
to a proper Diſtance to engage the enemy, if it had not bel 
for the Time you was impeded by the Trident and Louiſi fptber, t 
tell the Court if you do not believe that your Ship might baer the 
cloſed with the Enemy properly, if ſuch Sail had been ſet rings 
would have enabled her to keep Company with the Culladn 
notwithſtanding the aboveſaid Impediment?:!᷑ 

A. I don't recollect that I have ſaid fo. | 

His Anſiuer to one of the Priſoner's Queſtions referred ts 

I miſtook, I thought the Queſtion meant the firſt Impedimeiould 


l 
* Prefident. 


r | 
by the Trident and Louiſa, juſt after the Signal was made for 
Battle. =: 
Queſtion repeated. | 
A. I can't really fay, it requires a nice Calculation that. 
* Was not the firſt Impediment, as you call it, from the 
Louſa and Trident, occaſioned by their not making a proper 
Gil when the Signal was made for Battle? 
A. I really imagined they waited to obſerve the Admiral's 
Motions; I am very far from endeavouring to caſt any Re- 
fection upon thoſe Gentlemen. | 
Q. Was not the Ramillies brought up to engage, before 
the Louiſa and Trident, became ſo near to her as obliged her 
to lay aback. : * | | 
A. She was not brought up at all to my Knowledge; the 
at Time I ſaw the third Ship from the Enemy's Rear before 
ſhe made Sail, ſhe was juſt open upon our Starboard Bow. 
Q If ſhe was not brought up, was ſhe not going down 
age, or how was ſhe ſteering? - 
A. I can't particularly tell the Point of the Compaſs; I can 
tell how I heard ſhe was.—As near as I can judge, by the 
rench ſhooting ahead, the Wind was become two Points far- 
er forward than it was—by the Head-way the French had 
End J have been ſince told by the Officers, that they could 
Fery well bring their Guns to bear upon the ſecond Ship 
W recollect that all our Guns were obliged to be pointed for- 
Prards; this I could obſerve by the Smoke that was upon the 
Faint. 1 
In the manner you ſteered down, was it not in your 
'ower to have ſteered clear both of the Trident and Louiſa; or 
pow came the Trident, which was once upon your Larboard 
eam, to be any Impediment to your ſteering down upon the 
nemy, which was ſtill to Leeward of you? | 
A. I am not capable of judging, as I ſaw nothing of thoſe 
dips till after we were aback. 
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one Q. Does it not appear to you, as a Seaman, that if two 
veel nps are going down large, one on the Weather-beam of the "Il 
1/0Wther, that the Weather-moſt Ship cannot poſſibly come un- 1 


hair the Lee-bow of the other, unleſs the Leewardmoſt Ship 
et nungs to the Wind ſooneſt, or ſhortens Sail, or takes ſome 
an ethod to ſuffer the Weathermoſt to do ſo? 

A. I don't apprehend that to be their Situation at that 
Lime; they were upon the Bow of each other, and I believe, 
they had been all drawn up to the Wind together, they 
ould have been near in a Line with each other. 


N2 Q. Can 


* Moor. 
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Q. Can you account how the Trident came under the 10 
bow of the KRamillies? | | 
A. I really cannot. 
Q. You have been aſked, if you POET it proper for the . 
Admiral to crowd all the Sail he could to go down. to the id 


bean 
Tria 
A. 


Enemy, when the Fleet was in a Line of Battle, and fo cloſe 4 
connected as they were; and if it would not be attended win. 
the utmoſt Hazard and Difficulty, or next to an Impoſlibiliy * 
to keep clear of each other in that Situation; does the ſettin Q 
more Sail, or giving the Ships quicker Way, put them in 77 
more Danger of being on board one another, than if the 0 
went with an eaſy Sail, . in ſuch Weather as appeal 
to have been on the 2oth of May? Q 
A. As to the firſt Part, it 1s = DAE of Opinion that entire) 155 
reſts with the Admiral; and as to the latter, J don't thint * 
that any Sail that could have been made that Day would han 10 
endangered the Ships running foul of each other. 'Q 
Q. From the Situation of the two Fleets from the Tint F 
the Signal was made for Battle, that is, our Rear being fartht 1 
from their Rear than our Van was from their Van, was then ed 
a Poſſibility for the Rear Diviſion to run their Diſtance F n 
Space from the Enemy's Rear, ſo ſoon as the Van nh 0. 
their Space, unleſs the Rear Diviſion had ſet conſideri 
more Sail than the Van did? | at 
A. I do not think it was poſſible. £ 
Q. * Youhave aid, that in a quarter of an Hour aftert 8 
Signal for Battle, if all the Ships had drawn to the Wind th ; En 
would have been nearly in a Line of Battle ahead; A. 
which tack do you mean? | 3 
A. The Larboard. 7 
Q. Muit not then the Ships, from the Van to the Re . 
| have each run over the Space proportionable to their ) A 
_ from the French Line when our Fleet tacked all toy 2 7 
ther? 3 
A. I don't mean a regular Line, but upon | the Bow a * = 
Quarter of each other, as our Ship had loft very little N ; [ 
by _ Fore-ſail and Top-ſail being ſuch a ſhort Time up vuld þ 
abac | 0 
Q. + By tacking, did not the Rear Ships become each ij 1 
the Weather-quarter of its Leader, if cloſe to the Wind! battle 
A. Certainly. A. 1 
Q. oo not the Trident lead the N e ? Pri / 
A. Les. : 
Q. By the Trident's coming upon the Ramiillies 8 Lek 4 8 
7 ; 


* Fimcoe, ＋ Simcoe. 
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7 -11ent ? 


A, For that Time, yes. 
* You have ſaid, that you obſerved our Vau to be much 


the vabled ; did you obſerve the Rear of the French fire upon our 
- an as they paſſed them? 
m I A, I did; 1 imagine at a conſiderable Diſtance, for the 


nemy edged away to join their Van. 


in . What Diſtance did you imagine the Ramillies to be 
om the Rear Admiral at that Time? | 
A. I did not obſerve the Rear Admiral till after we had 


rade Sail, the Louiſa and Trident being between. 
At the Time you ſaw the French Rear firing upon our 


Admiral? 
A. Between two and dw Miles, I believe: I can't ſpeak 
articularly to the Diſtance. 
Q. Do you know if our Van received any Dama 
eFire oft the French Rear, as they paſſed them? 

A. I have heard that ſome of their Shot hit them as they 
by them, but I did not hear of any particular Damage they 
Id them. | 


ge from 


ed in Action ? 

A. I did not. 
| 0 If the Signal had not been up for a Line of Battle ahead, 
ad they it in their Power to have gone down and engaged 
e Enemy properly? 


urs. 


ent to their going down? 
A. Not that I know of. 


n their Diſtance to the Enemy, ſo as to have engaged them 
roperly 2 


A. J apprehend the Enemy had given way before they 


itting us after we fired our firſt Broadſide. 

Q. What was the Diſtance, when the Signal was made for 
attle, between the Ramillies and the Ship en to her? 
A. I believe about two Miles. 

Priſoner aſked, 
Q Can a Line of Battle, either a-head or a-breaſt, 


* Holbourn. 


beam, ul not the Ranillie have bore away more than the 


an, what Diſtance was the Ramillies then from the Rear 


| Q. Did you fee the two Ships aſtern of the Ramillies ever 


A. I imagine not, as their Diſtance was ſill greater than 


Q. If they had ie all their Sail, was there any Impedi- 


| Q. If they had carried all their Sail, could 3 not + hatin 


ould Have got down, for I don't recoliect any of their Shot 


L 198 ] 1 
be maintained in the Order it ſhould, with a Crowd gf 6 


Sail ſet? | 


A. If the Ships go all equally alike, yes: if not, no. + 
Q. Did the Fleet continue upon a Wind after it wa £ 
about, or did it go large ? | 
A. When the Signal was made for it to edge away, i of 
went large of Courſe. | N | 

Q. How long after was it, when the Signal was made b 
lead large? | 8 '% 

A. I imagine pretty ſoon—In leſs than a quarter of an Hou 

It being near Four 9'Clock, Court adjourned till Tomi 
row Morning Nine o Cloch. —Y be 
cr 
Fedneſday, 12th of January, 1757. - 
H E Court met according to Adjournment, Priſon * 

1 brought in; and Audience admitted. 

Witneſſes called. dr 

es > 8 en 

The Right Honourable Lord Robert Bertie favorn, 
5 Y on 

Then, at his Requeft, the Order for Trial was read, H, 
other Witneſſes, who were in the Ship, being called in lo hear i | rin 
and then ail, but Lord Robert Bertie, were ordered to wit 
draw. ay %%% ot th 

Q. * Can your Lordſhip give the Court any Information Hy 
lative to the Action between the Engliſh and French Fler f 
on the 20th of May laſt ? VVV | Yo 


A, Not underſtanding any thing of Sea-affairs, I will n 
take upon me ro give any Narrative of that Day's Engaz F 
ment; but was on board tie Admiral, and am ready tou 4 
ſwer any Queſtions I am capable of doing, to the beſt of n 950 
= Know dge | os . 1 


Ui 2. + Your Lordſhip will pleaſe to inform the Court, if, go 
5 ring the Time of be Action on the 20th of May, the . ... 


miral expreſſed any Impatience or Uneaſineſs at any Accide _ 
- i, . 2 a G . = . | * a e . 
which 3 judged to impede his engaging the En hs 


| A, At the Time the Admiral lay a-back, I heard the 4 c 
1 miral ſay, he wondered what the Ships were about ahead. the 
Priſoner aſked, | 5 8 : 

Q. Was not your Lordil:ip, with your Regiment, order 12 
to ſerve on board the Fleet under Admiral Byng's Command 3 


* Prefident. + Sic. 
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A. The Orders I received are dated the 28th of March, 
Ja from the Secretary of War, to put, myſelf under the Com- 
mand of Admiral Byng, and to obey ſuch Orders as I might 
receive from Time to Time from him, or the Officer com- 
Wo manding that Squadron. | 
8 Q. Were we not, with his Majeſty's Fleet, off the Iſland 
ug of Minorca on the 19th of May? | 1 


A. Les. | | | 
20 Q. Did you obſerve that the Caſtle of St. Philip's was 
7 beſieged? ) i | 9-4 5 
0 A. Ves. | 


Mir: Q. Did you know of any Troops embarked in the Fleet, 
beſides your Regiment, except ſome few Officers and Re- 
cruits, and the Detachment from the Garriſon of Gibraltar 
that were put on board the Ships of Mr. Edgcumbe's Squa- 
dron, in the Room of ſome of their Men that were left in 
the Garriſon of St. Philip's? : 
A. No. | 
Q. Do you apprehend that the throwing in about a hun- 
dred Men, conſiſting of Officers and Recruits, would have 
enabled the Caſtle to hold out againſt the Enemy's Attacks ? 
A. No; I apprehend they would be of much more Uſe 
on board the Fleet? "= 
Q. Was you upon the Quarter-deck neat the Admiral, du- 
ring the whole Time of the Enemy's firing? | 
A. Yes, I was near the Admiral during the whole Time 
that the Ramillies was fired upon. | 
Q. Did.the Admiral, from the Time the Signal was made 
to engage, continue going down upon the Enemy? 
A. It appeared to me that we were going down ſlanting to 
the Enemy, till ſuch Time as the Admiral lay a-back. 
Q. Whilſt the Ramillies continued going down upon the 
Enemy, did not their Shot reach her, and paſs over her? 
A. At the Time the French fred at the Ramz/lies, the 
Shot reached her, and went over her, and ſome hulled her. 
Q. At the Time the Enemy was firing upon us, and their 
Shot paſting over us, did your Lordſhip hear me ſay any 
thing upon that Occaſion ? EE 
A. I recollect, when the French began to fire upon us, 
that the Admiral deſired Captain Gardiner not to fire till ſuch 
Time as we were cloſe alongſide of them. 5 
Q. Did not your Lordſhip inform the Admiral, during 
the Time of firing, that vou diſcerned, through the Smoke, 
I” one of our own Ships cloſe under the Starboard-bow, and 
bat eif he did not immediately ceaſe firing, we ſhould fire 


Into her? „ „ 


2001 


A. The Words that 1 made uſe of to the Admiral, h 
as well as I can recollect, were, Do you or Captain % 
Gardiner ſee that Ship upon our Starboard- bow? I appre- 
& hend her to be one of ours, And if you don't take great 
4 Care we ſhall fire into her.” 

. Were not two Ships thereupon diſcovered very near * 
the Ramillie, with one or both Top- ſails a-back ? 

A. I cannot anſwer to that, becauſe the Admiral had de. 
fired me to go down to the Lower-deck, and endeavour ty 
ſtop them from firing. 

Q. Did Firing ceaſe on board the Roti; as you ap- 
prehend, to avoid firing! into our own Ships ? | 
ths 08, 

Court aſhed ( Pueſtions e in Writing by the Priſoner 

* Was you near to the Admiral's Perſon before and during 
the Time of the Action, and did you obſerve his Behaviour! 

A. I was near him the whole Day of the Action, ii 

general, 

Q. Did you perceiye uy Backwardneſs in the Admirl 
during the Action, or any arks of Fear or Confuſion either 
from his Countenance or Behaviour ? 

A. No; he ſeemed to me to give his Orders coolly an 
diſtinctly, and 1 do not apprehend that he was in the leaſt 
wanting in perſonal Courage. 

Q Did the Admiral appear ſolicitous to engage the Ene 
my, and to aſſiſt hi, * 8 Ships that were engaged with 
the Enemy? 

A. Yes. pilip 

Q. Did your Lordſhip, on or after the Day of Aion 
hear any murmuring or Diſcontent among the Officers a 
| . upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral had not dove 
his Du: 

. * heard any one of the Ramillies ſpeak the leaf 
diſreſpectfully of the Admiral, or ever hint that the Admin | 
had not done his Duty. 

Witneſs diſcharged oo” any farther Hand ance, ani 
withdrew. 


Lieutenant Colonel Marcus Smith, of Lind Robe 
Bertie's Regiment, Sworn. 


Q. Can you give the Court any Information relative to th 
Action vetween the Engliſh and French Fleets, on the 201 em 
of May laſt? A. 

A. I don't know any thing at all about it, any thing . Q 

 Shp 
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ral, Whip-affairs : But if the Court will pleaſe to aſk me any 
tin Nueſtions, I will anſwer them as far as J am able. 

pre. Q. Was you on board the Ramillies that Day ? 

reat A, YES | | 


Q. * You'll pleaſe to inform the Court, if, before or during 
he Action on the 20th of May, the Admiral expreſſed, to 
he beſt of your Knowledge, any Impatience or Uneaſineſs 
tany Accident the Admiral judged to impede his engaging 
e Enemy properly: - - 
A, None that I know of. 

Priſiner aſked, f 5 | 
| Q. Was not Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment ordered on 
ard the Fleet under the Command of Admiral Byng, in 
e Room of Marines that were diſcharged from the Squa- 
„„ I. | 
A. They were. | | 
Q. Were we not with his Majeſty's Squadron off the 
and of Minorca on the 19th of May? 

A. We were. 8 Z h 
. Did you obſerve the Caſtle of St, Philip's to be be- 
ered? = e | 

A. Yes. | 

Q. Did you know of any Troops embarked in the Fleet, 
ſides your Regiment, and ſome few Officers and Recruits, 

d the Detachment from the Garriſon of Gibraltar that 
ere put on board Mr. Edgcumbe's Squadron, in the Room 
ſome of their Men that were left in the Garriſon of St. 
hilt 's ? | 
tion L News 
is a Q. Do you apprehend that the throwing in about a hun- 
ol ed Men, conſiſting of Officers and Recruits, would have 
tabled the Caſtle to hold out againſt the Enemy's Attacks ? 
A. I believe they would have ſignified but very little, as 
r as I apprehend. | or 
Q. Was you upon the Quarter-deck near the Admiral 
ring the whole Time of the Enemy's Firing? 
n [ was the whole Time, and long before and after it 
aſed. : | 
. Did the Admiral, from the Time the Signal was made 
engage, continue going down upon the Enemy ? 

A. I think ſo; he did, as far as I am a judge. 

Q. Whilſt the Ramillies continued going down upon the 

iemy, did not their Shot reach her and paſs over her! 

A. They did, ſeveral. | „ 3 

Q Did not ſome of the Enemy's Shot hull the Ræmillies? 
| | | Ps A. They 


Ship 


| _ Simcoe. 
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A. They did. 
Q. Do you not remember that the Enemy” 8 Shot ſtruck, 


2 flew over the Ramillies, before the returned the Fi ire! 


. I believe it did. . 

Do you not, in particular, remember one Shot paſſin 2 
between Lord Robert Bertie and yourſelf ? | 

A. At the Beginning of the Fire, Lord Robert Berti, F 


myielf, and the Lieutenant of Grenadiers, were Randin 
upon the Arm-cheit, leaning over the Barricade, obſerviny| 
the Van's Firing; ſome time after that, there was a Shot 
came a-baft the Main- maſt, went cloſe by us, knockt off the 
Head of a Lg mber that was in the Gangway, and ven 
through the Hammocks that were in the Main Shrouds. A 


Q. "When the Enemy's Shot were paſſing over the Rani. 


el 


lies, did you not hear me ſay to this effect; let them Tir, * 
I will reſerve mine *till I get cloſe down to the Enemy ? E 
A. I can't be poſitive about that; but I heard ſomething « 


or other ſaid of that kind, tho' I can t remember the Work 

Did not you hear: during the Time of the Ramills 
Firing, Lord Robert Bertie acquaint me of his ſeeing a Shy 
very near us upon our Lee-bow, and that if I did not git 
Orders to ceaſe Firing, we ſhould Fire into her? 

A. I don't recollect that I heard that; but I ſaw one Shi 
myſelf there. 

Q. Do you not remember, that a Conſuſion appear 
among the Ships a head, and that you prevented one of tie 
Guns on the Quarter- deck being fired, which appeared to be 
pointed ſo as to ſtrike the Princeſs Loaiſa, or ſome other d 
”_ own Ships? 

. I did prevent a Gun's being fired from the Quarter 
alt. which would have gone through ſome Ship of out] 
own, but whether the Princeſs Louiſa, or what other J can 
fay, but I ſaw through the Smoke the Fly of the Blu: 
Colours. 

Q. Were not our Top- T__ ſuddenly laid 2-back, to audi 
being on Board of that Si; ip? 

A. We ſhould certain! have been on Board that Shi 
if there had not been ſome Method uſed to prevent our going 
ay Sh 

. Were not two Ships Are very near the | Rand 
lies with one or both T be- al. a-back 2? 

4 There was. 


al 


Ci 


thi 


Q. Did Firing ceaſe on Board the Ramillies, as you . 
prchenqd, to avoid Firing through thoſe Ships! Ge 
A. I really can't ſay chat; ; I ſuppoſe 1 it muſt have been i! 
that Reaſon, | Cui . 


bot 


gurl 
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Court aſked, ( Dueſtions delivered by the Priſoner ) 
Were you near the Admiral's Perſon before, and du- 
ring the Time of Action; and did you obſerve his Beha- 
rr 5 | | | 
A. I was during the whole Time, | 
Q. Did you perceive any Backwardneſs in the Admiral 


during the Action, or any marks of Fear or Confulton, 


either from his Countenance or Behaviour ? 
A. None at all, but rather the Reverſe, I thought. 


Q. Did the Admiral give his Orders with Coolnefs, and 


as quick as the Nature of Things would admit, or did he ap- 


pear confuſed in giving his Orders? 


| A. In my Opinion he gave his Orders very coolly, and 
| without the leaſt Confuſion. NE 


Q. Did the Admiral appear ſolicitous to engage the 
Enemy, and to aſſiſt his Majeſty's Ships that were engaged 
with them? „ | 

A. I thought he did, LEE | 

Q. Did you, on or after the Day of Action, hear any 
murmuring or diſcontent among the Officers or Men, upon 
any Suppoſition that the Admiral had not done his Duty? 


4 Never in the leaſt. 


Witneſs diſcharged from farther Attendance, and withdrew, 


Captain James Edgar, Captain of Grenadiers, in Lord 


Robert Bertie's Regiment, ſworn. 


Q. Can you give the Court any Information, relative to 
the Action between the Engliſh and French Fleets, on the 
20th of May laſt? 2 2 

A. I am no Judge of Sea-affairs, I cannot take upon me 
to give the Court any account of the Action. 

Priſoner aſked, 5 


Q. Was not Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment ordered o 


ſerve on Board the Squadron under the Command of Ad- 
miral Byng, in the Room of Marines which were diſ- 
charged? | | | | | 

A. So I underſtood. 


Q. Were we not with his Majeſty's Fleet off the Iſland 


of * on the Morning of the 19th of May? 
A. es | | 
Q. Did you obſerve the Caſtle of St. Philip's to be be- 


ſieged? 


A. So J apprehend by the Firing. „ 
PP ine 8 Q. Did 
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Q. Did you know of any Troops embarked in the Fleet, 


beſides your Regiment, except ſome few Officers and Recruits, | 


and the Detachment from the Garriſon of Gibraltar which 


were put on Board the Ships of Mr. Edgcumbe's Squadron, in 
the Room of ſome of their Men that were left in the Garri— 
ſon of St. Philip's ? ES: 

A. No. | | | | 

Q. Do you apprehend, that the throwing in about a Hun- 
dred Men, conſiſting of Officers and Recruits, would have 
enabled the Caſtle to hold out any conſiderable I ime again{t 
the Enemy's Attacks, | 

A. No. | 5 8 

Q. 5 gi you quartered upon the Poop? 

Les. | | | | 

Q. Did not the Admiral from the Time the Signal was 
made to engage, continue going down upon the Enemy ? 

A. To the beſt of my Judgment he did. ot 

. Whilſt the Ramillies continued going down upon the 

Enemy, did not their Shot Reach her, and paſs over her? 

A. Yes. 

Q. > not ſome of the Shot hull, or ſtrike the Ramillies? 

Court asked, ( Dueſftien delivered to the Court by the Priſe- 
ner. | | N 
Q. * Did you, on or after the Day of Action, hear any 
murmuring or Diſcontent amongſt the Officers or Men, upon 
any Suppoſition that the Admiral had not done his Duty! 

A. No. : 


The Witneſs diſcharged any fartber Attendance, and with: 


arew. 


The Honourable Colonel Cornwallis orn. 


Q. Can vou give the Court any Information relative to the 
Action between the Engliſh and French Fleets, on the 20th 
of May lait ? | | | 5 

A. I was on board the Fleet in that Action, on Board the 
Kingſton Man of War; I took no particular Minutes, and 
not being acquainted with Sea-affairs, I think I can give no 
Narrative, but will anſwer, to the beſt of my Knowledge, 


any Queſtions the Court ſhall pleaſe to put to me. 


Q. Was the King/ton engaged that Day with the Enemy! 
A. The Kingſton was not engaged. pe OE 
| | Pri ſen er 


* Prejident. 
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Priſoner ſaying, he had no Queſtions to asb this Witneſs, he 
was diſmiſſed from farther Attendance on the Court, and with- 
drew. | 5 


Captain William Gough, Jate Firft Lieutenant of the 
Ramillies, fworn. 


QQ. Where was you quartered on the 20th of May? 

A. I was quartered upon the upper Deck from the Main- 
maſt aft, | . 

Q. At what Time was the Signal made for Battle? 

A. At about twenty Minutes after I wo in the Afternoon. 

Q. Was our Fleet at that Time in a cloſe and well con- 
nected Line ? | „ 

A. They appeared ſo to me to be. | cs 

Q. What was the Poſition of our Fleet and the Enemy's, 
| with reſpect to each other at that Time? 
| A. The Enemy appeared to me to be in a Line of Battle, 
with their Main-top Sails to the Maſt, to Leeward, 

Q. What Diſtance might the leading Ship of our Van be 
from their leading Ship, and the ſternmoſt Ship of our Rear 
from their ſternmoſt Ship. 

A. I did not obferve. „ | 
Q. Was the Wind, Weather, and Situation of the Ene- 
my ſuch at that Time as to have admitted all our Ships to 
have gone down, and engaged their Opponents properly ? 

A. I could not ſeeany Obſtruction as to Wind and Wea- 
ther I did not obſerve any Thing the Poſition of the Ene- 
my was as I have related before. OS. 

Q. How did the Admiral's Ship, and the reſt of the Ships 
in the Rear, ſteer towards the Enemy, and what Sail did they 
let after the ſaid Signal was made? 

A. After the Signal for Battle was made, I obſerved the 
Ramillies, and the two next Ships ahead of her, ſeemed to go 
fanting down towards the Enemy; they had been upon a 
lanting Courſe before, but they then went ſometh eng more 
flanting than before; and as nearly as I can recoll-&, they 
were under their Foreſails and "Topfails. | 

Q. What alteration of Sail was made in the Ramillies vill 
the Engagement was over ? _ 

A. After I was called forward from my Quarters by my 
Captain, to affiſt in backing the Fore-topſail—the Foreſail _ 
was up, and they were backing of the Foretopſail, hauling in 
the Larboard Braces, which I aſſiſted in, and braced it {harp 
aback ] do not at preſent recollect what. | 

Q. How 
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. 
Q. How long was it after the Signal was made for Battle 
till vou was called from your Quarters, to aſſiſt in backing 
the Foretopſail? 
A. It was paſt Three o' Clock, I believe it t might be about 
ten Minutes; I can't ſay exactly as to ime, 


Q. Do you know the Cauſe of the Topfails being 


backt? 

A. When the Topſail had taken ſharp ak I looked and 
I ſaw a Ship very near to us, which we juſt pay'd clear of; 
another I ſaw a little to Windward of het, very near to her 
—narrow upon her Bow. | 


What Time was there 3 your backing of the 


Topfail and making Sail again? 


A. When we had paid clear of this Ship, we fill'd the | 
Foretopſfail ny, and I obſerved the Maintopſail was | 


aback. 


How long was it from this Time till you made more | 


ſail, p or what Sail was made ? | 
A. I can only ſpeak as to the beſt of my Memory—I may 
be wrong in it Jo the beſt of my Recollection it was leſs 


than a Quarter of an Hour, or near that Time; we then et, 


our Foreſail, the Maintopfail was filled of courſe. 

Q. * Was you engaged before the Maintopſail was aback? 

A. Les. 

Q How long ? 

I can't take upon me to ſay how Jong we were engag d, 

not a 

Q. + Was the Ramillies brought up nearer to the Wind be- 
fore you began to engage, than the Courſe was s which you 
ſteered down to the Enemy ? 

A. Not that I remember. 

Q. Did you know that the Trident 1 Louiſa, or either of 
them, were cloſe under your Lee Bow, when you back'd 


your Topfails ? 


I did not ſee their Situation, but at the Time I have re- 
r already, and I have deſcribed it. 


Do you not know that thoſe two Ships were the Trident | 


and Louiſe © 
A. Iapprehend it was thoſe two Chips: 


Q. On your firſt bearing down to the Enemy, were not | 


thoſe two Ships, according to the Line of Battle, on you! 


Larboard Side, as you were firſt ſteering down ? 


A. The Signal for the Line of Battle was for the 1 of 
attle 


1 Douglas. FT Moor. 


1 
Battle ahead; and at the Time the Signal was made for 


Battle, they were in their Stations. 
Then upon the Ramillies bearing away, did it ER 
bing thoſe two Ships that were ahead nod in their Stations 


ut 
refore, to be upon the Ramillies Weather Bow or Beam ? 

c A. I thought ſhe opened them a little upon the W cather 
Bow. 


d | Q. When you ſaw thoſe two Ships, were they firing ? 

A. Not that I obſerved at the Time that I ſaw them. 

er Q. How long was it after the Signal was made for Battle, 
that you firſt began to engage ? 

A. I have already ſaid That I am not certain as to 1 
It was before Three o Clock, it might be about ten Minutes 
before. 

Q. What Diſtance did you judge the Ramillies to be from 
the Enemy's Ship oppoſed to _ when the Signal was made 
for Battle ? 

A. I formed no Judgment on that. 

Can you give the Court an Account of any Thing that 


kuppened from the Time the Signal was made for Battle, till 
the Action was over, beſides what you have related ? 

A. No particular Account that I can recollect at preſent ; 
[ was moſtly at my Quarters. 

When you began to engage, did you reckon yourſelf 

within Point-Blank of the Enemy! ? 

A. Nearly that, according to the beſt of my Opinion; I 
may be wrong in my Judgment. 

Q. After the Ramillies pay'd clear of thoſe two Ships and 
made fail, did ſhe engage at all afterwards ? £ 

A. Not after making Sail. 

Q. Did you point any of the Ramillies's Guns yourſelf? ? OC 
was you preſent at their being pointed? | 

A. I was preſent at their being pointed. 

Q. Did your People lower their Metal when they fired ? 

A, Juſt ſo much as to make it nearly upon a horizontal Le- 

vel; for the Ship had a little Stoop I think. 

Q. Did you think it —_— ro lower the Metal beyond 
a Point-Blank ? 


A, Not as I e | 
Q. Were your Mainſail, Topgallantſails, or Stayſails ſet 


any Time, from the Time the — for Battle was made 


till it was hauled dawn: 
A. After we made ſail, we et our Mai ainſail, Jib and Stay- 


ils. > 
Priſoner 
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poſſibly be a Judge of Diſtances. 
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Priſoner asked, 
' You have ſaid, the Ramillies when ſhe bore away, open. 
ed the two Ships ahead of her a little on the Weather Boy; 
did not thoſe Ships ſoon recover their Stations ahead again? 


A. They did. Witneſs wit hdreu, 


Captain Chriſtopher Baſſet, late Second Laue; 4 th 
Ramillies, ſworn. 


Q. Where was you quarter'd on the 20th of May ? 

A. On the lower Deck. | 

Q. Can you give the Court any W of the Pr. 
ceedings of the Engliſb and French Fleets on that Day? 

A. I can't pretend to give a Narrative of the Affair, but 
PI anſwer any Queſtions the Court pleaſe to aſk me. 

Q. Was you at your Quarters from the Time the Sign 
was made for Battle during the whole Action! 5 

A. I Was. 

Q. * Did you or the People under your Command, think 
yourſelves in, near, or under Point-blank Shot of the Ene- 
my, when you were engaged? 

A. I apprehend that a Perſon in my Situation could not 


Q. + Should not a Perſon in your Situation direct the Metal 
to be lowered, raifed, or pointed properly ? | 
A. I pointed the Gine myſelf for the upper Part of the 
Hull of the Ship we engaged, upon our firing the firſt Time. 

* Did you lower the Metal to do that * 
13 . T muſt have lowered it a ſmall Matter, a De- 
* or two, as near as I could gueſs. 
Q. Was your Deſign in lowering the Gun merely to frrike Hing 
the upper Part of the Ship, or that you thought the Shot 9. 


would not reach without doing it ? ou x 
A. To ſtrike the upper Part of the Ship. EL 
Q. Did not you obſexve the Enemy out pF any of the Pons | 

before you began to fire, when there was no Smoke ? =: Sho 
A. I did. | 4 


Q. Did you think you was at a proper Diſtance for enge end 
ing them? 9. 
A. Whenl e the Enemy 8 Line, it was ſome Time A 
before we began to engage. 2 
Q. When you ordered the Guns to be fired, did you think think 


A. 


yourſelf then at a proper Diſtance? 


* Meer, + Moor, 
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A. I obſerved before, that a Perſon upon the lower Deck 
did not think a proper Judge of Diſtances ; and that I natu- 
rally imagined, as they had began to fire upon the upper 
Deck, that they thought we were at a proper Diſtance, as 
they muſt be the beſt Judges. 

9. Do you think it right, when you are at a proper 
Diſtance to begin to engage, to diſpoſe of the heavieſt Metal 
in the Ship to the upper and conſequently the weakeſt Part of 
the Enemy's Ship? 5 N 

J. I thought that T could do as mich Damage to the Ene- 
my by engaging in that Manner, as by any other Way. 

9. As the Enemy was'to Leeward of you, had your Ship 
any Liſt or Heel? =: | 

A. I believe ſhe had. EE: 
9. Might you not lower the Metal upon that Account? 
J. T would naturally lower my Metal upon that Account 
to an horizontal Level. = . 
9. How long did you keep firing below, from the firſt to 
the laſt ? 
J. The exact Time I really do not know. _ 
9. Had you any Orders from the Quarter Deck to begin 


0 fire? . 


J had not. * 

9. How came you to begin then? | 
4. T imagined by the Guns being fired from the upper 
Deck, that it muſt be by Order from the Quarter Deck, and 
that the Perſon who might have been ſent with Orders to me, 
might have been either killed or wounded in his coming down 
to me. | | | 2 

9. Did any of the Enemy's Shot ſtrike your Ship's Side? 

A. T heard ſeveral, and one in particular cut one of the 


[Hinges of the Port cloſe to me. 


9, Did the Shot that cut the Hinge of the Port cloſe to 

vou go thro? her Side. | EE | 
No. | TY | 

9. Do you not think, that at the Diſtance of Point-blank 
2 Shot would have gone thro? her ſide ? 5 
That depends upon how the Gun is loaded, Lappre- | 
bend. 5 | 

9. Do you know the Diſtance of Point-blank ? 

A. I believe I do. 1 3 3 

Q, If you know the Diſtance of Point-blank, don't you 
tink, that a Gun properly loaded, the Shot would have gone 


bro“ both her Sides? | ; | 
O Al. Without 


[2107] =, 
A. Without Doubt—2 Gun properly loaded undoubtedly 


would. 


Prifaner aſked, . 
Q. Did the Enemy's Shot reach the Ramzllies ? If ſo, 
don't you think her Shot muſt have reached the Enemy ? 

A. I think they certainly did. . l | 

Q. Was there not a continual ſmoke from the Time the 
Ramillies began to fire, till the Time ſhe left off? 

A. I could find but a very ſmall ſpace of Time clear from 
ſmoke, even to enable me to point my Guns. 

Q. When you fired at the upper Part of the Enemy 
Ship, if the Shot had miſſed her Hull, was there not 1 
great Probability of doing Damage to her Maſts, Yards 
Sails, and Rigging, ſo by that Means they might not be fired 
fruitleſsly ? | | | 


A. That was my chief Reaſon for pointing my Gunsin 

the Manner I have before obſerved to the Court 
Q. At the Time you ſay the Enemy's Shot broke the Port 
Hinge, and did not go through the Side, was you not then 

going down ſlanting upon the Enemy? 
A. I apprehend that we were. Witneſs withdreu. 
Then ſending Word, that he had one Thing to acquant 

the Court with, he was called in again. 
* Have you any Thing elſe to acquaint the Cour 
with ? SD 

A. I would obſerve one Thing to the Court, that I re 
ſerved my Fire till I heard the ſecond Broadſide fired from 
the upper Deck; and that then either the third or fourth 
Gun abaft, which was the firſt Gun fired upon my Deck, 
was fired without my Orders; and that afterwards [I found 
the other Guns went off, and I did not care to ſtop them for 
the Reaſons J gave before. 


WWitneſs withdrew again. 


Li:utenaut Daniel Waudby, late Third Lieutenant i 
the Ramillies, ſworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the 20th of May? 

A. Upon the Middle Deck. 

Q. Give the Court an Account of what you know of the 
Proceedings of the French and Engliſh Fleets from the Time 
the Signal was made for Battle, till the Action ended 0 


that Day. 


A. After 


1 2rr } | 


A After the Signal was made for Action, (we were bear! 


ug down when the Signal was made) I received Orders ta 


ouble-ſnot the Guns, for that the Admiral did not deſign 
o fire till he was cloſe to the Enemy. The particular Hour 
| don't know, but J heard ſome Guns go off upon tlie up- 
per Deck, upon which ſome of the foremoſt Guns upon 
tie middle Deck were fired, but I ſtopped their firing, hav- 
ng not received Orders; I believe it was about the ſecond 
Broadſide that was fired from the upper Deck, when Mr. 
htb, one of the Aid du Camps; came dawn to me, with 
Orders to do the Enemy all the Damage we could: I then 
Fred, and gave Orders to fire forward alſo. After the third 
Broadſide, Lord Robert Bertie came down, and told me to 
aſkfiring, for that one of our Ships was on the Lee Bow; 
won that I ſtopt firing upon that Deck = 
Did you make no Obſervations from the Ports, or 
ting Ports, or Stern Windows? ; 
d ſhot ahead, and upon the Lee Bow withall, and one of 
dem had her Maintopſail Yard gone, going quartering. 
Under what Sails??? 1 

A. She had all her Headſails, Foretop Gallant fail, Fore- 
bpſail, and Foreſail, Mainſail, Mizen Topſail, and Mizen. 
What Sail had the reſt of the French Ships that you 
2 | N 
A. Some I ſaw with their Foreſail and Topſails. 

Q. Were thoſe of the Centre or Rear that you ſaw ſo? 

A. The Rear had; as to the Centre Tam not poſitive. 
ln what Poſition was the French Fleet when the Signal 
as made to engage? x. | 

A. Ina Line of Battle ahead, to Leeward. 
In what Poſition was our Fleet at that Time? 
A. Bearing down upon the Enemy. „ 
Q. Was there Wind ſufficient to have carried the Admiral 


W's the Rear Diviſion, from the Time the Signal was made 


or Battle, for each Ship to have engaged her Opponent at 


proper Diſtance, if all their Sails had been ſet from the Be- 
ing? = 

A. I was not a competent Judge what Wind there might 
de, as I was quartered below. Fr 
„Q You have ſaid, that you received Orders from Mr. 
bib, one of the Aid de Camps, to do the Enemy all the 
image you could; were you at that Time within Points: 
ank Shot of the Enemy? 

0 2 A. I 


A, Tobſerved when the ſmoke cleared up, that the trench . 
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A. I believe we were about half a Mile, as near as 1 


could judge. . Po 
Qi. Do you know any Thing of the Louiſa or Trident be- þ 
ing under the Admiral's Lee Bow, ſome Time about Three I e 
o'Clock ? | „„ » 
A. I did not ſee them upon the Lee-Bow. 
Q. Do you know any Thing of the Ramillies backing her WM 
Toa, to get clear of thoſe Ships ? 1 
A. When the Topſails were aback, I looked out of the 

Larboard entering Port, and ſaw them upon the Weather 
—_ | Or 
QQ. When the Fleet tacked altogether was the Ramillia U 
upon the Beam, or abaft the Beam of the third Ship from| - 
the Enemy's Rear; and, if abaft, how many Points? . 5 
A. I can't be particular as to the Point, but we were abaft bon 

the Beam. | * * 
Q. You have ſaid, that you received Orders to double: ſot 8 
the Guns, for the Admiral did not intend to fire until he ws" 
cloſe to the Enemy ; from whom did you receive thoſe Order, 7 


and that Information? | 
A. From Mr. Belkw, one of the Aid du Camps, and 70 


Captain Gardiner. Witneſs withdrew 
| Lieutenant Matthew Waterfall, late Fifth Lieuiena 9 
of the Ramillies, ſworn, S 
Q. Where was you quartered on the Twentieth of Moy? Fard 
A. Upon the lower Deck. = * 
Q. Can you give any Account of the Proceedings of the ro Y 
Engliſh and French Fleets, from the Time the Signal was 70 
made for Battle, till the Action was over? #7 
A. I was down at my Quarters all the Time, and cannot; 
ſay, that I can give any particular Account of it. wh ˖ 
Q. When you began to fire, what Diſtance did you the! Ha 
judge yourſelf from the Enemy ? 85 % 
A. I can't be certain to the Diſtance, being below. N 0 
1 Q. Did you receive Orders for firing before you began t0 Q 
re? 1 n Sf 
A. No, I did not receive Orders; but by their firing up" A, 
FF f . Whattle 
| => upper or middle Deck, it was the Occaſion of our firing 3 
ow. 
Q. Was you within Point-blank Shot of the Enemy, the * 


neareſt Diſtance you was at, while you was engaging ? 


A. Ijuſt anſwered, that I was not certain as to Diſtance 
Ot at 


1 2131 
þ Point-blank Shot. | Wh. 
, 9. Did you never obſerve, out of any of the Ports, if you 
D ought yourſelf at a proper Diſtance for engaging ? 55 


9 A, Yes, I do think we were at a proper Diſtance. 
9. How long did you continue your Fire? 
i WW To the beſt of my Knowledge, about three Quarters of 


in Hour. dp 
Prifoner aſced, 3 
' 9. Did not Lord Robert Bertie come down to you with m 
Orcers for leaving off firing, for there was a Ship cloſe under 
our Lee Bow, and if we did not, we ſhould fire into her? 
A. Ves, he did. = | . 


Bow ? and did you upon that Meilage leave off firing? 
„ , EET 

Were not then four of your Guns pointed at that Ship, 
and would have been fired at her if thoſe Orders had not come 
down ? Te 7 * | 


4 Yes. - Witneſs withdrew. 


Lat. George Hamilton, /ate Sixth Lieutenant of the 
7 Ramillies, worn. 


9. Where was you quartered on the Twentieth of May? 

- Upon the upper Gun Deck, from the Main Maſt tor- 
. 1 | 

9. Give the Court an Account of the Proceedings of the 
Eliſh and French Fleets, as far as falls within your own 
Knowledge, from the Time the Signal was made for Battle 
an that Day, till the Action ended. 

4. Ican't pretend to give a Narrative of it; but I will an- 
Iver to the beſt of my Knowledge to any Queſtions the Court 
vil aſk me. — T N : 

At what Time was the Signal made for Bittle ? 

J. About twenty Minutes after Two, to the beſt of my 
Recollection. 

Q. What was the Poſition of our Fleet at that Time. 

A. Thoſe that I ſaw from my Quarters were in a Line of 
battle ahead, with their Larboard Tacks on board, going 
from the Wind. | ES | 
Q. Under what Sail? | 


A." The Ramillies bad her Topfails and Foreſail. 
5 03 A 


tall can't be poſitive in it; I can't ſay the Diſtance of a 


9. Did you at that Time obſerve any Ship upon our hes 
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Q. What was the Poſition of the French Fleet at the fame Tr 
Time? hu. 
A. They were in a Line of Battle ahead, lying to, wit dia 
their Maintopſails to the Maſts. Br: 
Q. How did the Ramillies, and the reſt of our Ships: in tie vo 
Rear, ſteer towards the Enemy? F 
A. After the Signal was made to engage, the Ramla can 
ſteered down towards the Third Ship from the Enemy's Rex, a 
keeping her well open upon the Lee Bow; I did not take V. 
tice how the Ships ahead of us went down, not being able to L 
ſee them unleſs I had gone from my Quarters. 

Q What Diſtance: do you judge that third Ship to hare 
been from you, at your firſt bearing down ? 

A. I believe about two Miles, when the Signal was made t 
engage. Tri 
Q How far do you judge you had neared ham, from thei fe 
Time the Signal was made to engages *till you firſt fired a lam 
them in the Ramillies? Tri 


A. A Mile and a half, or rather more, x1 believe; 5 A 
Q. What Diſtance do you judge the Ramillies was fron if can 
that Ship when you began to engage ? L 
A. I believe about half a Mile, or thereabouts. ſ to b. 
Q. Was there Wind ſufficient to have carried you ” 
cloſe Engagement with the Enemy, if your Ship had ſet fucſf Rec 
a Proportion of Sail as would have enabled her to have kei 2 
Company with the worſt failing Ships, provided ſuch uo 4: 
failing Ships had carried all their Sails, during the Time t. 2 
French Squadron lay with their Maintopſails to the Maſt? | 
A. Yes, there was Wind enough. | th 
Q In the Time of your going down towards the Enemy 2 
the Ramillies, do you know any thing of the Foreſail beni enou 
hauled up, and the T opſails laid aback: 1 unde 
A. Ves. a 2 to M 
Q. On what Occaſion 3 ? A, 
A. To prevent our being on board the Trident.” . clear 
Q. What Poſition was the Trident in witk regard to tie 2. 
Ramillies, when thoſe Orders were given? make 
A. She ſeemed to me to be very cloſe upon our Lee Bor, 4: 
but as to the Situation of her Sails, I'could not at that Time Topf 
ſee them, for I was buſily employed in getting the foremolſii this v 
Guns pointed as far forwards as poſſible, when I heard Cari the C 
tain Gardiner's Voice upon Deck, and heard it faid at E 2nd e1 
ſame Time that we ſhould be on board the Trident; I Parats 


then ſtooped down to look through the Port, and iaw the 
Trident 


12161 
Trident's red Stern, and Part of her blue Colours, which 
hung below her T affrel; I then turned the People imme- 
vith MY diately from their Quarters to the Weather Foretopſail 

Brace, which we were obliged to haul well i in before the Sail 
the MY would take aback. 

Can you tell by what Means or Accident the Trident 
came cloſe upon the Lee Bow of the Ramillies? 
ea WF 4. could account for it no other way than by her being 
obliged to back for the Ships ahead of her. 

Q. Did you fee the Trident when you firſt bore away down 
to the Enemy ? 

J. A little while after we had bore away for the third Ship, 
Iaw the Trident away with our Larboard Cheſs Tree. 

9, You ſay the Enemy was to Leeward of you, and the 
Trident away with your Weather Cheſs Tree, and you were 
ſteering down large at that Time; if you had continued your 
{me Sail, and ſame Courſe down to the Enemy, could the 
Trident poſlibly have backt under your Lee Bow ? 

A. I don't know any Alteration in the Courſe we made ; nor 
can I give any particular Account how it happened. 

How large FE 44 you be ſteering before you had orders 
0 back your Topſails? 

J. The Wind was upon the . to the beſt of my 
KRecollection. 

2. Was your Foreſail ſet then? 
4. The Foreſail was ſet then. 
At what Rate might your Ship be going then? 

4. At that Time I believe between two and three Knots 
=three Knots I believe; the Wind freſhened. 

9. Had you not Room enough, and Command of the Ship 
enough to have ſteered clear of the Trident's Stern, and gone 
under her Lee; or, if it had been neceſſary, to have gone clear 
to Windward of her ? 

4. She ſeemed to me ſo near to us that it was impoſſible to 
clear ourſelves of her, but by laying all aback. 

O In how long Time after you was clear of her did you 
make Sail? 

JI] believe as ſoon as ever we were clear of her, the 
Topfails were filled and the Fore-tack got on board; while 
this was doing, I was ſent for by the Admiral to go on board 

the Culloden, with his Orders to Captain Ward, to go down 

and engage the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, which was ſe- 

rated ſome Diſtance from their Rear. 


| [: 216] 1 
2. How long do you judge the Time to be, from the 
Time the Topſails were backt and the Foreſail hauled up, 
till you made Sail and got the Foretack on board ? 

A. I believe it might be about ten Minutes, or a Quarter of 
an Hour. . | 

Q. Do you know of any other Impediment that preventel 
the Admiral and our Rear from coming to cloſe Action with 
the Center and Rear of the Enemy ? 

A. No. | i 

Q. You ſay you was ſent by the Admiral on board the 
Culloden; had the Ramillies made fail before you returned 
back from the Culloden ? © 1 7 

A. Yes, the Ramillies had made ſail before TI left her, and 
after I had gone from her, and delivered my Meſſage oi 
board the Culloden, I ſaw the Ramillies get the Maintack on 
board, and fix of our own Ships, vig. the Revenge, Prince 
Louiſa, Trident, Ramillies, Culloden (after ſhe was called back) 
and Kingſton, ſtanding after the Rear of the French Fleet; 
but J ſoon perceived that the Enemy edged away, ſeemingy 
to join the Ships of their Van that had bore away before; 
nor did I get on board the Ramillies again, till in the Evening 

after ſhe brought to. 5 

Q. When the Signal was made for the Fleet to tack toge- 
ther, do you know whether the Ramillies was upon or abaſt 
the beam of the French third Ship in their Rear ; and if abatt, 
how many Points, to the beſt of your knowledge? 

A. About two Points abaft the third Ship's Beam. 

Q. You have ſaid the Topſails were backt to prevent the 
Ramillies from being on board the Trident, which ſeemed 
very cloſe upon her Lee Bow; do you know what pre- 
vented the Trident from being ſeen ſooner in that Poſition 
from the Ramillies ? | | | 

A. The Smoke of our Guns, and the Foreſail being ſet. 

Q. You obſerved that you ſaw the Trident, after you had 
bore away, upon your Larboard Cheſs Tree; how man) 


i” : Points, do you mean by that, was ſhe on the Larboard 

0 Bow ? | | K 
14 A. She was about three Points before the Beam. 1, 
if Q. You have ſaid, That before you went out of the Ship 2. 
i} with a Meſſage to the Culloden, the Topſails were filled, Engl, 
| 1 and the Foreſail ſet; what Space of Time do you judge 5 W 
| there was between that and their getting on board their Main 2 


Tack, and hoiſting their Jib and Stayſails? 


A. I cannot poſſibly be a judge of Time, as I was er times 
Ed wi 
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ut I believe about a Quarter of an Hour, or twenty Minutes, 
fore their Main Tack was got on board. 

Priſoner aſked, 
9. You have ſaid, when the Ramillies bore away ſhe 
| rought the Trident open upon her Weather Cheſs Tree; 
id not the Trident ſoon after recover her Station again a- 
head of the Ramillies ? and might ſhe not, in that Situation, 
by throwing her Sails aback, be in danger of falling on board 
the Ramillies, and oblige her likewiſe to back? | | 
l believe the Trident did recover her Station ſoon after 
[aw her upon our Weather Cheſs Tree, becauſe I ſaw her 
ſet her Foreſail ; and I do think that ſhe, by being obliged to 
hack her Sails and luff up to the Wind, might fall under our 


on 

on b DOW,- a 5 

ef Was not our Van extended ſome Diſtance beyond the 

ch emp's Rear, at the Time the Signal was made to tack ? 

et; Wſconſequently, muſt not the Rear of the Enemy be ſome 

ol * abaft the Ramillies Beam, when upon the Starboard 
ack ? | | | 


A, Yes. 2 
being after four © Clock, Court adjourned to nine o'Clack 


To-morrow Morning. 


ITHURSDAY, the 13th of JANUARY, 1757. 
Court met according to Adjournment. 


Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. 


9 - Witneſſes called. 

od {M-c1enan; Edward Clark, late Fourth Lieut. of the 
ny _ Ramillies, ſworn. | 

rd 


9. Where was you quartered on the twentieth of May? 
On the middle Deck forwards. „ 

9. Give the Court an Account of the Proceedings of the 
Engliſh and French Fleets that Day, from the Time the Sig- 
nal was made for Action *till tne Action was over, as far as 
l within your Knowledge. 

n, W''mcs, being quartered below, therefore can't give an Ac- 
th count 


iith a very bad Boat's Crew, endeavouring to get on board; 


JI had only an opportunity of obſerving the Fleet at 


"ST 
AK 


I only ſaw our Fleet from the Weather entering Port at thy 


properly, while the French Fleet continued with their Mar 
_ topfails ſquare, if they had carried all their Sails except ſtud 


French lay with their Maintopſails ſquare, becauſe I don 


Enemy's Rear. 


[ 218 ] | 
count with any Connection; I can ſpeał to particular Time L 
if the Court pleaſe to aſł any Queſtions am 

Q, At what Time was the Signal made for Battle that Day 
A. About twenty Minutes after two. 1 
O: What was the Poſition of our Fleet at that Time 
How were they ſtanding ? and under what Sail? 
A. The Fleet was in a Line, under Foreſails and Topf 


Time; I cannot ſay upon what Point of the Compaſs tly 
Fleet was ſtanding ? they had their Larboard Tacks on board 

D.: What was the Poſition of the French at that Time! 

A. I obſerved the French Fleet ſoon afterwards, from th 
Lee entering Port, in a Line of Battle ahead, from the Wind 
with their Maintopſails ſquare. - 5 

O. Was there Wind ſufficient, at the Time the Signal wi 
made for Battle, to have admitted the Admiral with the Rey 
Diviſion to have gone down and engaged their Opponent 


ding Sails ? | 
A. There was Wind ſufficient to have gone down toe 
gage the Enemy; but I can't ſay whether in the Time th 


know what Time the French made Sail. — | 
What do you judge to have been the neareſt Diſt 
between the Ramillies and the Ship oppoſed to her in ti 


A. As near as I can judge, about half a Mile. | 

©. After the Signal was made to engage, what Sail d 
the Admiral bear down upon the Enemy under? 

A. At the Time the Signal was made to engage, the ſas 
miral was then under Foreſail and Topſails; I don't remany 
ber having an Opportunity of obſerving what Sail the 
miral had ſet afterwards, *till the Action was over. 

©. * Do you know any thing of any Ship's being upon th 
Ramillies Lee Bow, as ſhe was running down? 3 

A. T remember receiving Orders not to ſuffer the Ment 
fire without ſeeing the Inemy's Colours, on account of ſom 
of our own Ships being upon the Lee Bow ; but I did not 0 
them myſelt, ſo as to be able to diſtinguiſh what Ship 
they were; only I obſerved a Ship pretty near upon the L. 
BOw. 5 115 5 


26 


* Holmes. . 
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g. Can you give the Court any Information how that wa 
ame to be there? 

I cannot, but by Converſation ſince. 

How long was you in Action ? 

l don't remember any Thing in regard to Time, after 
le Signal to engage, when J look'd at my Watch, but did 
not look at it afterwards, but apprehend we might be about 
Quarter of an Hour engaged. 

9. Did you think yourſelf to be within Point-blank Shot 
hen you engaged ? 
f.No; half a Mile is above Point-blank. | 
9. When the Signal was made for Battle, what Diſtance 
jd you apprehend yourſelf to be from the Ship oppoſed to 
ou? 
A. At that Time I was in the Weather a Port, and 
therefore could not judge. 

As you was in the Weather entering Port, could 
You judge what the Ship might have Zone then, if ſhe had 
had all her Sail ſet? 

A. It's difficult to ſpeak to ſuch a Mumſtance by Recol- 
eQion, but I apprehend we at that Time, with the Sail we 
had then ſet, might go nearly about three Knots. 

8 2.* Did you ſee the Van of the French Fleet bear away 

Vom the Engliſh Van? 

S /. No, but I ſaw them after they had bore away. 

9. Did you ſee the Rear of the French Fleet, after they 
51 _— ahead, fire upon the Van of the E neliſh Fleet ? 

es. 

9. Could not the Admiral, with the Rear of the Engliſh 
Fleet, if he had made all the Sail after the Signal for Battle 
as out, down to the Enemy's Rear, and engaged them cloſe- 
V, have prevented the French Rear from going ahead and at- 
tacking our Van? 

| 4. Icannot tell how to anſwer to a Queſtion ſtated in that 
general Manner; part of it depends upon Circumſtances 1 
annot ſpeak to. 

2. If you ſaw the Bur Rear firing upon our van, what 
om ittance did you then judge yourſelves from the Van? 

t ell 4. The Firing was for ſome Duration; at the Time that 
Shih obſerved the Buckingham, we might be about a Mile and a 

Lat, or two Miles, from her. 

9. Can you account- any way how you came at that 
Diſtance? 


4. Not from any Facts that I law myſelf. 
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ble's length Diſtance from each other. 
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Can you recollect, when you firſt began your Firin 
upon.the middle Deck, "the ſituation of the AE Ana whe. 
ther ſhe was under fail or brought to. 

A. could not then ſee the Sails, but I apprehend the Wa 
under way. 

.* Do you know any Impediment that did prevent the A 
miral going cloſe down to engage the Enemy's Ship he wy 
oppoſed to; and could he not have done ſo, as well as to hay 
engaged at the Diſtance of half a Mile? 

A. I can't tell whether there was any Impediment or Nob 
from my ſituation. 

9. Did the Admiral make a Signal for a cloſer En 
gagement: 

A. I can't ſay. 

9. + When the Signal was made for the Engliſh Fleet to ta 
all together, was the Ramillies upon, or abaft the Beam o 
the third Ship in the French Line from the Rear? if abel, 
how many Points ? 

A. Iapprehend ſhe was abaft the Beam, but cannot ſay hon 
many Points. 

O., What was the apparent Diſtance of the Ships inthe 
3 Line from one another, at that Time? 

A. Ibelieve at that Time they might be near about 20 


Priſoner aſked, 

9. Do you remember the Frigates being ſent abel, 
the nineteenth of May 1 in the Morning, rants St. Phil 
Caſtle? 

A. I do. | 
. Do you remember their doubling the Laire of Mahn, 
and falling! into light Airs and Calms, and at what Time wi 
it? 

A. Yes, tremember it, at about half an Hour after Ni 

. Do you remember the Fleet's doubling the Lair, 
and . into Light Airs and Calms, and at what Tine 
was it? 

A. Ves, about an Hour afterwards. 

©. What Batteries did you obſerve the Enemy firing upon 
the Caſtle from? 

A. Three to the Weſtward of the Caſtle, and one on 2 
Mola. 

©. How near do you apprehend the Fleet was to the Caſtle 
and how long did it continue to ſtand on towards the Harbour 
Mouth? 1 0 


* Boys. + Simcoe. 
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A. T apprehend the Ramillies was within about three or 
Tur Miles; and the Fleet continued to ſtand on towards the 
arbour's Mouth till ſome Time between Eleven and Twelve 


mira! that the Ships ſeen in the South Eaſt Quarter were the 
remy's Fleet; the Admiral then bore away. 

Do you remembes the ſituation of the two Fleets, PR 
out Noon of the 20th of May? 


non a Wind, on different Tacks. 
Q. Did you obſerve any Confuſion in the Enemy” 8 Fleet be- 


Ireen twelve and one o' Clock? 


me to be a very regular Evolution. 

Q. About what Time did our Fleet head the Enemy, and 
twhat Diſtance? 

A. About three Quarters * twelve, or near one o Clock; 
tabout the Diſtance of two Miles. 

Q. In what ſituation did the Enemy s Fleet appear to you, 
that Time? 


Nlaintopſails ſquare. 

How did our Fleet ſteer, after they headed the 
Enemy 2 

| 4. Le ay what Courſe, but the Ramillies was a Rap 
Fil from the Wind more than a Point from the Wind, at 
he Times I obſerved. 

Q Do you apprehend that our r Van was paſt the So 8 
ear before tacking ? 

A. Yes. 

Q Was not our Van extended ſome Diſtance boy ond the 
nemy's Rear, at the Time the Signal was made to tack ? 

A. Yes, I think ſo ; we tack'd very ſoon after the Signal. 
Q Muſt not then the third Ship of the Enemy's Rear be 
me Points abaft the n Beam, when upon the Star- 
ord Tack? 

A. She appeared to me to be upon the Lee Quarter. 


ur Van and the Enemy's Rear, at the Time of Tacking ? 
Between two and three Miles, or near three. 


acking ? 


fort, and the Fleet appeared to me tobe nearly! in a Line ahead. 


alk 


hat I came down from the Maſt Head, and informed the 


A, Yes, both Fleets were then in a Line a Battle ahead, 


A, No, I ſaw the 5 s Van bear down, but it be 


A, In a Line of Battle ahead, from the Wind, with their 
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Q. What Diſtance do you apprehend there was between 


Q Did you obſerve what Order our Fleet was in, after 


A. Ijuſt looked out after Tacking, at the Weather entering 
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©. If our leading Ship had ſteered with the Bash 8 " 
ing Ship, immediately after Tacking, do you apprehend th; 
the Fleet could have been brought to action by a ſlant 
Courſe, without being obliged to bear right down ? 8 

A. Les, I apprehend ſo. 

9. How / do you underſtand the 19th Article of the f ghting 
Inſtructions? Does not that imply, that the leading Shi 
ſhould ſteer with the leading Ship of the Enemy? 

A. T1 apprehend it does. 

. Do you know of any Signal for the leading Ship 
ſteer with the Enemy's leading Ship? or do you apprehend 
that the Inſtruction directs it at the Diſcretion of the lead 
Captain, without Signal ? 

A. I know of no Signal for that Purpoſe, and preſume, | 
it had been thought neceſſary, the Signal would have bee 
appointed with that Article of the Inſtructions. 
You have ſaid that the Ramillies was under Topſal 
and Foreſail, at the Time the Signal was made to engage! 
4 Les. 
Did you conceive that a proper Sail, to ſteer down t 
the Enemy with? 
Al. Les, as the Enemy appeared to be ning for us, 
©. Do you apprehend a Croud of Sail proper to preſent 
Order, or to engage with? 

A. I apprehend a Croud of Sail muſt be improper to 
1 Fes and to engage with, if the Enemy do not car 

al 

Q: Did it appear to you, at the Time the Signal was mate 
to engage, that the Ships in the Rear Diviſion could bring the 
. Enemy to Action by a ſlanting Courſe ? 

A. Soon after, when I obſerved the Enemy, it appeand 
to me that they might; I obſerved the Enemy while we were 


bearing down had Head-way. mas 
Q. Do you apprehend that the Rear could have broueft Q 
the Enemy to Action by bearing right down? 5 anul] 
A. No; 1 apprehend ſome of the Rear muſt have fall il . 
aſtern of the: Enemy. r e 
Q: Do you apprehend bearing right down a proper Wg tha 
bringing Ships to Action, when it can be avoided ? . 
A. No; I apprehend a Ship bearing right down upon ano: . 
ther's Beam mult be expoſed to very great Diſadvantages, and en; 
run the Riſque of being half beat before ſhe can begin to ei. 4 
gage, if the goes cloſe enough to engage properly. a 2 


2 What do you apprehend was the Cauſe of our Vat 
being 
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ing obliged to go more away than our Rear, in order to 
me to Action? 

{ I apprehend the Van was farther ahead with re- 
d to the Enemy, than the Rear; and ſome Ships. in the 
an * be at greater Diſtances from each other than in the 


9 What do you apprehend the Reaſon of that eſtabliſhed 
tice of engaging in Lines of Battle? 
4. 1 ſuppoſe, becauſe that is the ſtrongeſt Form that Ships 


in be ranged in. 


2 Did you obſerve the Enemy, when "__ began to 
1 Yes. | 


Do you know whether the Admiral was in a Lim with 
Ships ahead of him at that Time ? | 
JI cannot fay particularly at that Time, but remember 
b being ſo very ſoon after. 

9. How long do you apprehend the Enemy's Shot reached 

be Romillies, before ſhe returned the Fire? 

I can't ſpeak particularly to Times, after the Signal to 

gage; but I apprehend abouta Quarter of an Hour. 

9. Do you remember the Situation of the Enemy's Fleet, 

er the Ramillies had ceaſed firing? 

4 Ves; ſome Time after the Ramillies had ceaſed firing, 

E:cmember then ſeeing, I think, four Ships of the Enemy's 

In, and the ſecond from the Rear, going large —going 

atering they appeared The reſt of the Enemy's Ships had 

ir Foreſails and Topſails ſet, going from the Wind. 

2, Do you remember the Princef; Louiſa, or the Trident, © 

ing hailed from the Ramillies after the Action? 

Ves; I was in the Weather entering Port when they 

d both hailed from the Quarter Deck to make more fail, 

make ſail, and go ahead, I don't remember which. 

9, W hat ſail were they under then ? and what fail was the 

amillies under then? 

4. To the beſt of my deane they were both un- 

r Topſails, and the Ramillies under Topſails and Foreſail; 

eRamillies's Mainſail ſet immediately after hailing; ; I went in 

gt the Tack on Board. 

ino. L. Had you any Opportunity of obſerving whether the 

and emp outſailed us after the Action? 

en- Ves; I obſerved that they outſailed us, and I thought 
Ty remarkably after the Mainſail was ſet, the Enemy having 

an en only FIR and Foreſails ſet, that I obſ: zrved. 


eing Q. What 


Maintopſail Yard ſhot down. 
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Q. What fail had our rear Diviſion then ſet ? Q. 
A. I can't ſay that F remarked any other Ship? s but i 

Ramillies. 

Q. Did you obſerve the Enemy*s Rear paſs our Van, a 
exchange Fire in paſling ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did the Shot appear to you” to reach, or did they f 
ſhort ? 

A. The Shot appeared to me, in general, to fall ſhort 
conſiderably ſhort, the latter part of the Time that lf 
them firing? 

Q. Did you obſerve the Condition of our Van at that Time 
Did they appear fit to purſue the Enemy? 

A. They did not appear to me fit to purſue the Enemy? 

Q. Did the Enemy appear to you todecline further Aion 
when you obſerved that they had made fail and edged away! 

A. I apprehended their making ſail and edging away un 
declining further Action. 

Q Did you apprehend that there was any Probability « 
forcing the Enemy to Action Again, after they had mac 
ſail ? 

A. No, I apprehend not, as they outſailed us; not to fond 
them to Action in a Line of Battle. 

QO. Do you apprehend that the Admiral had ſufficient Force 


to make the general Signal to chace proper at any Time tha * 
Day? jallant 
4 I apprehend not. a 
Q. Do you apprehend, as you 3 the Enemy outfaile Ih 
us, that the Admiral could have forced them to a generlif ©- * 
and cloſe Engagement, at any time that Day, if they hu be 
declined it ? 4 I 
A. No, [ apprehend not, as they outſailed us; becauſe wy 
that Means they had it in their Power to decline Action at a | 
Time. . 
Q. If the Eneny had attacked our Fleet that Night, or tte * 
next Day, do not you apprehend that they would have ha 
7 conſiderable Advantage over us? ie 
A. Ves, Lapprehend they would, as Gaal Ships of ou . ; 
Fleet appeared to be diſabled, or much ſhattered at leaſt. lieve 
Q. Did you obſerve any of the Enemy's Ships diſabled, 0 Q « 
that appeared unfit for Action? 2 
A. I obſerved none that appeared to me unfit for Aion; . 
the ſternmoſt Ship but one, when ſhe bore away, bad hehe Sh 


Q. Did | 


Eilantmaſt, her Maintopſai 


Q. Did you ſee the Enemy's Fleet, after the Action, or 


hear of their being ſeen ? 


A, Theard of their being ſeen next Morning after the Ac- 


jon, by ſome of the weathermoſt Ships, I don't recolle& 
what Ships now; and I ſaw Part of them on the Twenty- 
tird in the Afternoon, or Evening J think it was. 


Q. Do you remember any thing of the Condition of our 


- 


Fleet, on the Twenty-third of May? 


A. I remember the Admiral, in the Morning, ordered me 


pobſerve what was the ſituation of the crippled Ships, and 
b minute it down, and make a Report to him ſigned ; and 


the Evening the ſame again; I happened to be upon Deck 


wh Times; I have a Copy of both the Reports I made to 
e Admiral then In the Morning, the Captain, with her 
Foreyard and Foretopmaſt down, no Main Topgallant maſt 
p, Main Topſail yard unrigged lying acroſs upon the Cap, 
nd the Sail unbent.— The Defiance, with her Main yard 
(Foretopgallant maſt down, Maintopſail furl'd, and Fore- 
pal double reef'd The Portland, with her Foreyard 
own, and Fore and Maintopſails down upon the Cap, —-The 
repide, with Jury Topmaſts | 

In the Evening En . 

The Defiance, with her Main and Foreyards down, her 


Worctopmaſt ſtruck, and Maintopſail furl'd.— The Captain, 


jth her Foreyard and Topmaſt down, and no Main Top- 
[ yard unrigged and lying acroſs 
pon the Cap, and the ſail unbent.— The Portland, with her 
geyard down, and Fore and Maintopſails upon the Cap, 
[he Intrepide with Jury Topmaſts. _ 
Q Did you, on or after the Day of Action, hear any 
umuring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men be- 
ging to the Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Ad- 
ral had not done his Duty. 
A. No, never any Thing like it. 
7 Court ffs, „ 
Was there any Frigate 
ket, when you ſaw Part of them on the Twenty-third at- 
the Action? | | 
A. I don't know of any being ſent ; if it had been clear, I 
eve we might have ſeen the whole that were there. 
Lou have ſaid, that after tacking the Fleet appeared 
jou nearly in a Line ahead; muſt not the Engliſh Fleet 
en nearly ſteer with the Wind two Points abaft the Beam, 
e Ship aſtern of another, and nearly upon a Line parallel 
that the Fleet formed before tacking? 
| P | A, When 
5 Douglas. — Simcoe. | | | 
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before tacking: if we had been in a Line ahead with the 


tacking. 


my to have Headway; what was then the Poſition of ther 


rally underſtood, that Ships have not Steerage Way, withou 


in a Line, than the Courſe of every individual Ship indepet 


hended bearing right down before the Wind on the Enem 


mage to be received from an Enemy's Fire, while they col 
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Objection to carrying Sail when going down aſking 


A, When I obſerved the Fleet after tacking, the Sail 
were then ſcarcely trimmed ; but as far as I could obſerye. | 
in the little Time I looked at them, I apprehend the Wind 
was nearly upon the Beam, and that we were from the Wind 


Wind upon the Beam before tacking, we muſt be in a Line 
ahead with the Wind upon the Beam, I apprehend att 


Q In bearing down you have faid you obſerved the Ege. 


Sails, and from what Circumſtances do you collect their ha. 
ing Head-way, and how much? EW 

A. The Enemy had their Fore and Mizentopſails ful, 
their Maintopſails ſquare, and appeared to me to be fromthe 
Wind, to keep a ftrait Line of battle ahead, without appex 
ing to me to come to or fall off, which I apprehend could n 
be without their having Headway; and I apprehend the 
mult ſteer to preſerve that ſituation. I can't pretend to ſi 
how much Headway they might have, but J think it is gen 


going about a Knot. „ 25 

Q. Was not the French Line having but inconſideralk 
Headway a Circumſtance which determined the prope 
Courſe of each Ship in the Engli/b Line, to be that of ſteer 
directly on its oppoſite in the Enemy's Line, after tackingf 

A. I ſhould apprehend, that that Circumſtance ſhouldn 
her determine the Courſe that the whole Fleet ſhould ſt 


dant of the Order of Battle. | 

Q: * You have been aſked whether bearing right doun e 
fore the Wind was a proper way of bringing Ships to Ad 
on, if it could be avoided; you anſwered no, that you app! 


expoſed our Ships to great Diſadvantage ; I beg to know, 
to avoid that Diſadvantage, it would not have been righth 
our Ships, when they were going down laſking upon ti 
Enemy, to have carried all the Sail they could, and to hu 
got near tothe Enemy as ſoon as poſſibly they could? _ 

A. I believe my Anſwer then was with regard to I 
going right down upon an Enemy's Beam, which no Doll 
requires crouding Sail as much as poſſible, to leſſen theD 


deliberately take Aim, without being fired at; and I ſee 


| thovk 
* Broderick. 
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| ugh I apprehend a Ship going down laſking preſents part- 
als | 2 Side to the Enemy; and the only Objection that Lon? 
pear to me to crowd Sail in a Line of Battle ahead, at any 
Time, when the Line formed, or intended to be formed, is 
cloſe, is the Danger in Caſe of any Stop or Accident hap- 
pening to any particular Ship, the next aſtern can ſcarcely 
zyoid being on board her. 555 188 

Q. Was not the ſituation of our Fleet, with reſpe& to 
that of the Enemy, ſuch, as that there would have been no 
Occaſion for Ships following one another; and to have avoided 
the danger of falling on board one another in Caſe of an Ac- 
cident, was it not right for our Fleet to have ſteered down 
every Ship to the Ship ſhe was to have engaged? 

A. As our Fleet ſtood paſt the Enemy's Fleet, and the Ad- 
miral continued the Signal for the Line of Battle ahead out, 
it appears to me as if the Admiral's Intention was to preſerve 
Line of Battle ahead, and to give an Opportunity for the 
Ships to lead down, and come to Action, upon a ſlanting 
Courſe; any thing farther in me muſt be but Conjecture; 
but J apprehend the Enemy, in coming to a cloſe and gene- 
ral Action, would have engaged under Sail, and the Lines of 
Courſe would have cloſed ; I cannot preſume to make any 
Remarks upon the Admiral's Diſpoſition.” 

Did you obſerve our Van, when they went down up- 
on the Enemy's Van? —_— 5 

[ obſerved them no farther than to be able to ſay that they 
vent large; the Intrepide in particular at that Time engaged 
my Attention. | 5 WY 

Q Did you obſerve, in particular, that they ſteered clear 
of one another in going down? „ 

A. I preſume they did; I made no particular Remarks up- 
n the Van, as I only ſaw them at Times; the whole of my 
Obſervation of them was at Times. | 
Q. + When did you firſt ſee the French Centre and Rear af- 
ter the Action had ceaſed in our Rear Diviſion ? ; 

A. I can't pretend to fix a Time, becauſe I never thought 
ff looking at my Watch, after the Signal to engage. 

Q. Did you at any Time fee the Enemy's Center and 
ear ſtanding on towards the Engliſh Van? — 

A. I ſaw the Enemy's Center and Rear make Sail ahead, 
ut they then appeared to me to be from the Wind, and 1 
aw them in that Manner paſs the Van, 


P42 : Q. At 
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by the Admiral out of the Fleet, the next Day after the A.. 


RR = 
Q. At what Diſtance were they from our Rear Diviſion, 


when you ſaw them make Sail? 
A. Diſtance is moſtly Conjecture; but I think, upon Re. 
collection, they might be rb better than a Mile. 
. How much upon your Lee Bow ? 
A. I think the ſecond Ship from the Rear, at that Time, 
was but a very little before the Beam—or rather upon th; 
Beam indeed. 3 
Did then our Rear Diviſion crowd all the Sail in their 
Power to cloſe with our Van, without Reſpect to the Order 
of Battle? | 1 5 
A. There were no Topgallantſails ſet on board the Rani. 
lies at that Time; I did not particularly obſerve any othet 
Ship of the Rear Diviſion; and I believe the Signal for the 
Line of Battle was then out, tho? L don't remember ſeeing, 
Priſoner aſked. ant > eat 
Q. You. have ſaid, that you knew of no Frigates being 
ſent to reconnoitre the French Fleet after the Action; wer 
not the Frigates, the Phenix, Experiment, and Dolphin, ſent 


tion, into different Quarters, to look out for the Intrepide and 


Cheſterfield ? | | 
A. I remember they were. 
Q. Was the ſituation of our Rear Diviſion ſuch as would 
admit of putting before the Wind to come to an Engage- 
ment with the Enemy; and did not each Ship ſteer a ſlanting 
Courſe to bring her properly to engage the Ship ſhe was , 4 
peg? -. --.- 5 | | 
F A. From the beſt of my Obſervation of the Manner dt 1 
the Rear Diviſion's ſteering down, they would have comets Q 
Action with their Oppoſites in the Enemy's Line, it H 4 
Enemy had continued in the Situation I obſerved them i, Q 


| and nothing elſe had happened to obſtruct the Rear's going made 
own. NT 
Q. Did you ſee the French Center and Rear make Sail, 0! Var 
were they diſcovered going away under their Topfſails and A 
Foreſail, after the Smoke cleared away from the Ramillie! Q. 
A. I did not ſee them make Sail; and they might hav zoing 
been diſcovered from the Ramillies before I ſaw them. this I, 
= Court aſked, = | 7 A, 
Q. * When did the Frigates return to the Fleet, after they Time 
went to look for the Intrepide and Cheſterfield ? there 
A. I believe next Day, or next Day in the Evening. Admi 
Q. & When you ſaw the Van of our Fleet bearing Wi) Wine 


did they break the Line of Battle? hy 
| A, No, 


* Doug'as, $ Holbourn, 


4 [229] 
ſion, A. No, vented not, becauſe the Signal for a Line 
thead was then out, and the Rear Diviſion ſeemed to me, 
ke. at that Time that [ obſerved ts to be ſteering within the 
Van. 

; Q. Did you never ſee them out of the Line of Battle? 
ime, A. I apprehend their bearing down then would bring 
det gem into the Line of Battle in the ſame Direction with the 
Rear. be Witneſs withdrew. 


"= Joſeph Belvaird, late Maſter of the Ramillies, ſworn: 


mil. Q. Where was you quartered on the 20th of May ? 

A. Upon the Quarter Deck. 

br Q At what Time was the Signal made for Battle on that 
=—= Dy?! 

| ' About Twenty Minutes after Two. 

en Q. How far was the third Ship in the Enemy” $ Rear from 

dere e dhe Ramillies at that Time? 

ſer A. About two Miles. 

Ae Q. Did you ſteer down a proper Courſe to that Ship! ? 

20 A. Yes. 

Q. In what ſituation was the 7 rident at that Time, and at 

W what Diſtance? 

A In the Line ahead, agreeable to the Signal, 

Was your Ship ever impeded or obſtructed by the 

Trident, in going down to the Enemy? 

A. Ves, after we began firing. 

Q. How long was it after the Signal was made for Action? 
A. About half an Hour. 

How long was ſhe impeded by the Trident? 

A. I believe about twenty Minutes. 

Q. If the Rear Diviſion, after the Signal for Battle was 
made, had made all the Sail they could, could they have 
come to Action with the Enemy as ſoon and as cloſe as the 
Van did? 

A. I apprehend not. 

. * You have ſaid, the Trident impeded the Ramillies in 

going down about twenty Minutes; 3 from what Cauſe did 
this Impediment proceed ? 

A. Alittle before Three we . to engage; during the 
Time of Firing Lord Robert Bertie informed the Admiral, 
there was a Ship cloſe under the Lee Bow, upon which the 
Admiral ordered the Ship to be brought to the Wind and 


Immediately to throw all aback. This, I believe, was 
EL | about 


va), 


No, 


2 Moor. 
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about ten Minutes after Three. For my own Part, I never 
ſaw her till the Smoke cleared away. 

How large did you ſteer down? 

A. The Wind I believe was about four run upon the 
Quarter. 

Q. Did you ever bring the Ship at all nearer to the Wind 
than that, before Lord Robert Bertie gave the Admiral thi 
Information ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. 

Q. When you firſt ſaw this Ship under your Bow, tel 
the Court as near as poſſible, what Situation ſhe was in with 

regard to the Ramillies ? 

A. She was very cloſe under the Lee Bow, with one or 


4 both Topſails aback. 00 
* Q_ When you was ſteering down with the Wind four yol 
na. Points upon the Quarter, what Sail had you ſet? W 
40 A. Topſfails and Foreſail. / 
* Q. Did the Ramillies ſteer well in that Poſition with H ( 
i Wind upon the Quarter, with that Sail, and anſwer h io 
185 Helm to it? Adr 
5 A. As in general Ships do ſteer. | po 
6 Q. When you firſt ſaw the Trident, you tis you ball Wi 
. brought to the Wind, and that then ſhe was cloſe under you tro, 
Wy Lee Bow; muſt not your bringing up to the Wind, bring the 
i the Trident rather more aft than when Lord Robert Ber TA 
1 firſt ſaw her? to, 
14 A. Bringing to the Wind, undoubtedly it muſt be o Q 
[7 but I did not fee her for ſeveral Minutes after Lord Nau Lee 
wir. Bertie firſt mentioned her? A. 
. Q. As you did not ſee her for ſeveral Minutes, and it he f. 
* pears at this Time that ſhe was brought ſomething furt O. 
Fe. aft, could not the Ramillies have ſteered under her Ste paid 1 
i; and gone clear of her, if that Method had been at firſt taken A. 
ih A. We could not ſee the Ship, to avoid her, at the Q 
nl Time; could we have ſeen the Ship at that Time, probailMf this ? 
* ſuch a Method might have been taken as to have avoided h A. 
17.  — Undoubtedly we ſhould not have gone on board her if "WM Circy 
i had ſeen her, but we did not ſee her at this Time. on 
aft Q. W hen you yourſelf firſt ſaw the Trident under the LM {00 
| 0 Bow, if the Ramillies had been continuing her firſt Cov A. 
[ | with her Foreſail and Topſails, and not brought to 355 wn Q. 
. could you have ſteered clear of the Trident ? A. 
i A. No, I apprehend not. Q. 
i Q. When you firſt bore away down towards the EnenW ed the 
0 did you then fee the Trident ? | | 
5 A. Yes. „„ Q, WR * 


* — ͤ ÜQ— 
_— 
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Q. Which Side of the Ramillies was ſhe of then? 
ever A. To the beſt of my Remembrance ſhe was in her Sta- 
tion ahead. 
If you continued ſteering the ſame Courſe with this 
the BM Ship right ahead, can you inform us how ſhe came under the 
Lee Bow ? 
Vind A. I really can't ſay with regard to that; during the 
tha Time of firing it muſt have been by Yaws, which Ships are 


lable to. 
Q. With the Wind four Points upon the Larboard Quar- 


ter, and the Ship Yaws to Starboard, won 't the Wind be too 
large to back her Topfalls ! * | 


| tel 
with 


Ulf this Ship that was right ahead of you had yawed con- 
ſderably to Port, or brought near to the Wind ſooner than 
you had done, would it not have brought her upon your 
Weather Bow ? 

A. Yes, I apprehend it would. 

Q. * You ſay you were going with the Wind four Points 
won the Quarter, when Lord Robert Bertie acquainted the 
Admiral, that there was a Ship cloſe upon the Lee Bow, 
upon which the Admiral gave Orders to bring the Ship to the 
Wind, and back the Topſails; How near was your Ship 
Wo bought up to the Wind, when you yourſelf firſt diſcovered 

be Trident with her Topfails aback ? 

A. As cloſe as a Ship will come up to the Wind i in lying 
(0, | 
How many Points was the Ti ident then upon your 
Lee Bow? 

A. I believe about four Points when I firſt ſaw her, upon 
the ſmoke clearing away. 

Q From this Time how long was it before your Head 
paid round to Leeward of the Trident? 

A. A very few Minutes. 


this? 

A. I made no Obſervation of that; I don't remember that 
Circumſtance, 

Q. Did the Ramillies fill her Maintopfail and make Sail 
45 ſoon as her head did pay to Leeward of the Trident? 

A. Fes. 

Q. Immediately ? ? 

A. Directly after. 

(1. + You have ſaid, that when Lord Robert Bertie acquaint- 
ed the Admiral that there was a Ship under your Lee Bow, 

4 ä . 

Keppel. + Geary. | 


A. The Wind will be too far aft to back them, to be ſure. 


Q. Did the Trident fill, by the Time that you had done 


Court, if that Accident had not happened, what 
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your Ship was ordered to be brought to; 1 the! 
ireQiong 


ou had for ſteering down on the Enemy ? 

A. I was ordered to ſteer ſuch a Courſe down as to cut of 
the third Ship of the Enemy's Rear, which _ the Admira 
expreſt his Intentions to engage. | 

Q. Was he engaged then with that Ship ? 

A. The Officers at their Quarters — beſt how their 
Guns were pointed. 

Q. Should you have gone nearer that Ship, if that Acc. 
dent had not happened? 

A. Ves moſt certainly. | 

Q. * You ſay Lord Robert Bertie acquainted the Admiri 
he ſaw a Ship under your Lee Bow; you was then going 
down with the Wind four Points upon the Quarter; thx 
you brought the Ship to, as near as ſhe could lye; and tha 
when you firſt ſaw the Trident, ſometime after, ſhe was hut 
four Points upon your Lee Bow, and then with her Top. 
ſails aback; if a Ship is upon the Lee Bow of another, and 
the Weather Ship has the Wind four Points upon the Quar- 
ter, when ſhe brings cloſe up to the Wind, will it not bring 
the Ship, that was on her Lee Bow before, to be abatt her 
Beam, or well upon her Quarter? 

A. I do not deny it; but there is a different Period af 
Time to be conſidered here; for when the Ship was fil 
brought to for the Trident, I did not ſee her; ; and, as I have 
before expreſt, did not ſce her for ſome Minutes after; in 
all this Time, lying to with our Topſails aback very proba: 
bly brought the Trident into that Poſition. 

Q. Had not the Trident alſo her Topſails aback, when Q. 
you ſaw her? ch! 

A. She had one, or both; which, IT am not certain. Hou c 

Q. If the Ramillies had had her Topgallantſails and Sta- ou. 
fails ſet, and every Ship in that Diviſion a Proportion of Sal Bi A. 
according to the Going of the different Ships, could you not WW reg 
have managed the Ship ſo as to have kept the Line of Battle, Ml C. 
and ſteered clear of each other? o the 

A. I could no more be accountable for any Accident tht re do 
might have happened with more Sail out, than with the Sail Hd St 
that was; for this was an unforeſeen Thing. l ops 

Q. If it was thought neceſſary to preſerve the Line o A. 
Battle in going down to the Enemy, could not the Ships Heben 

have preſerved it as well with their Topgallantſails as with Q. 
cut them, with the Weather there then was? ſom t 

A. As the Weather then Was, ſhe could have carried them) 

* Moor. but *B 
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wt whether a Crowd of Sail is proper to preſerve the Order 
Battle, when Ships in a Line ahead ſo cloſely connected to- 
ether as at the Diſtance of half a Cable, and at the Brink of 
coming to Action, when the Enemy is waiting for you, I 
ave to the Admiral and the Judgment of this Court, who 
re far better Judges than I am. 
Q Were our Ships in that cloſe- connected Line of half a 
Ro s Length aſunder ? 


A, I don't know to the contrary. 


A. They appeared to me to be ſomething more extended. 
Q. Was their Rear extended farther than our Rear? 


lerably. 


hat 

that om the Enemy's Van? 

but A. 1 don't know. 

0 How many Knots do you think the Ship would have 

and in with all her Sails ſet, except Studding Sails; as you was 

r. ing down to the Enemy with the Wind four Points _ 

ing e Quarter ? 

ber A. About two Knots and a half, or three Knots at moſt. 
How many did ſhe go with the Sails you had ſet? 

| oo . Better than two, 

fit Q. Was there then any Danger, if you had all your Sails 


et, of not being capable of keeping the Line of Battle? 

A. We might have kept the Line to be ſure ; but whether 
t would have been proper to have carried a Crowd of Sail, 
left that to the Judgment of the Court before. 

When the Wind is four Points upon the Quarter, and 


du call the Foreſail, * and plain Stayſails, a 
rowd of Sail? | 

A, There is very little more to ſet afterwards 1 believe, 

regard to coming to Action. | 

tle, BY Q If the Topgallantſails and Stayſails are ſet to go down 
WW the F Enemy, and are improper to be continued ſo when you 

that e down to the Enemy, how long would they be taking in 


Sail d Stowing away, with the Men you had quartered i in your 


l ops ? 
al A. About five Minutes I believe—then theſe Men are 
"ps Neken from their Quarters, in order to take theſe Sails in. 
vith i Q. + Did you ſee the Van of the French Fleet bear away 
om the Engliſh Van! = 
m; * I 
but ? Boys. + Boys: 


Q. Were the Enemy in as cloſe· connected a Line as ours? 


A, No, our Rear was extended farther than theirs . 


Q. * Was not the Intrepide engaged with the Sixth Ship 


uch Weather that a Ship will not go above three Knots, do 
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1 
A. I did. 


Q. Did you ſee the Rear of the French Fleet fire upon i 
Van of the Engliſh Fleet? „5 5 

A. They did as they paſſed them, and exchanged Shot: 
a very conſiderable Diſtance, and many of them fell ſhort, 

Q. Could not the Admiral, with the Rear of the Eg. 
Fleet, if he had made all the Sail he could down to the Enemy 
Rear, after the Signal for Battle was made, and engaged the 
eloſely, havepreventedthe French Rear from firingatour Var 

A. We could not come at them cloſely, for the Accide 
that happened in regard to the Trident; for when the Smok 
cleared away, we found the Enemy had ſtood on under Ty 
fails and Foreſail. | Fr. 

Q. * When the Signal was made for Battle you fayt 
Fleet was in a regular well connected Line; how much d 
you bear away upon that Signal being made ? 

A. About two Points I believe. 9 

Q. Then how could that bring the Wind four Points y 
on the Quarter? | „ 

A. When we were about, when we firſt tackt, we we 
in a Line ahead from the Wind, the Wind upon the Bean 

Then if you bore away two Points, muſt not th 
bring the Trident two Points upon your Weather Bow? 

A. Undoubtedly, but ſhe very ſoon was in her Stato 
again. HER 
50. When Lord Robert Bertie came and acquainted ti 
Admiral he ſaw a Ship upon the Lee Bow, did you look 
that Ship, to ſteer clear of her, as it was your Duty to har 
done? | 5 

A. I did; but no ſeeing through the Smoke. 

Q. + How long did you lye to, when you back'd to it 
clear of the Trident? | 

A. I believe, from the Time of backing to the Time. 
making Sail, might be between 15 and 20 Minutes, I belien 

Q. + Did the Engliſb Line, before tacking all rogetie 
keep cloſe to the Wind; if not, how much from it? 

A. About a Point from it, or rather more. 

Q. When the Signal was made for the Fleet to tac! 
together, was the Ramillies upon or abaſt the Beam of th 
third Ship in the Enemy's Line from the Rear? If abafi, be 
many Points? | | 

A. I believe the Ramillies was three or four Points abi 
the Beam of the third Ship in the Enemy's Rear. 

Q. You have ſaid, that when you firſt ſaw the Trident alt 
the Ramillies had brought to, ſhe was four Points upon p 
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Bow; was the Wind at that Inſtant before the Beam, or 
z; the Ramillies paying to Leeward of the Trident? 
1 The Ramillies was paying to Leeward of her. 
Q. * Was there any Sail ſhortened, or Courſe altered, from 
e Time you firſt bore away, before this n of the 
Trident © 
1 Not to my Knowledge. : 
Q. + You have ſaid the Ramillies began to engage before 
he Trident was ſeen on your Lee Bow; was you then near 
ough to engage to do Execution with your Shot? 
A. We had received the Fire from the Enemy for ſome 
ime before that, which had paſſed thro' our Sails and Rig- 
ng went Over us, 
Was you then within Point-blank Shot of the Enemy? 
A. Their Shot reached us, and went over us, and I ſup- 
of our Shot might reach them, and go over them. 
Ct How long did the French lie with their Maintopſails 
ware ? 
1 I really can't fay how long they might lie after we be- 
ran to fire, for they had made Sail in the Smoke. 
Was the third Ship, the Admiral was going down to, 
te largeſt Ship in the Enemy's Rear ? 
A. I took her to be ſo. : 
Was there not a larger Ship in the Enemy's Ln. 
A, I believe there might. 
Priſoner aſked, 
Did you on or after the Day of Action, hear any Mur- 
uring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men belonging 
b the Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral had 
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o beet done his Duty? 
A. No. 
mme withdrew. 
liest 1 being within a Quarter of Four, the Court adjourned 
ethe till To-morrow Morning Nine Clock. 


FRIDAY, the 14th of JANUARY, 1757. 


Court met according to Adjournment. 
Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. 
Witneſſes called. 


ent, Joſeph Tatwel, /ate Midſhipman on board the 
Ramillies, ſworn. 


Q * OY Where was you quartered on the 20th of May. 7 
| n 


8 Moor. + Boys. & Preſident. 5 * 5 Preſident. 
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„„ 
A. On the Quarter Deck, as Aid du Camp to the Admj. 
Q. Did you ſee the Trident upon the Lee Bow of the N 
millies at any Time? 
A. I could not diſtinguiſh that, by the Diſtance I was after 
of the Fleet—being ſent in a Boat by the Admiral, to org 
Capt. Amberft | in the Deptford to take the Intrepide's Station, 
Priſoner asked, 
Q. Did you not perceive a Ship, at that Diſtance, und 
the Ramillies Lee Bow, when her Sails were aback? 
A. I ſaw no Ship but the Ramillies, the Boat n. he 
Foreſail ſet. _ 
Q. At what Time did you return again on board the Je 
millies 
By nigh as T can judge, at 6 Oo Clock in the Evening 
juſt before the Fleet was brought to. 
Q. What might be the Reaſon of your not t getting 
board fooner. 
A, I could not Sail fo faſt i in the Boat as they did in th 
Ramillies. 
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Court asked, 
(A Dueſtion delivered in Writing by the Priſoner) 
Q. Did you on or after the Day of Action, hear any Mu 
muring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men belong 
to the Ramrllies, upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral ha 


not done his Duty. | 
A. No. 5 | Witneſs with 


>S OS >= OE 


ear A 


Lieut. Lancelot Holmes, late Midſhipman of the Ra 


millies, ſworn. I 
Q * Where was you quartered on the 20th of Mey? L 
A. Upon the Poop. N 
2 Do you know any Thing of the Trident's being we oy 
the Lee Bow of the Ramillies? Q 
A. Les. lies 
Q. Give the Court an Account what you know of her be , 
ing there ? | Q 
A. The Trident obliged us to clap all hack; p tx 
Q. What Sail had ſhe out when you firſt law her ? A 
A. Three Topſails. * 
Q. In what ſituation was ſhe? onſe 
A. She was lying with her an aback, three Point A 
upon the Lee Bow. Q. 
At what Diſt By | 
Q. At what Diſtance 5 SY r kee 
* Preſident, =D * M 
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A We were almoſt on board of her. 
Q. What Sail had the Ramillies ſet at that Time * 
A. Three Topſails and Foreſall. 
Q. Were they all full at that Time? 
A. Yes. 
Q. * How large was the Rantillie ſteering then? 
Between two and three Points from the Wind. 
Q. Had ſhe ever been more from the Wind than that? 
A. I believe not. 


efore the Signal for Battle was made? 

A. I don't remember from the Time we firſt edg'd away, 
at we ever bore away more. 

Q Did you ever give Orders about trimming the Maintop 
All? 

A, I don't recollect any. 

How came the Maintopſail ever to be trimmed, with- 
ut your knowing it? 

A. I don't remember its ever being ins after we bore 
Way. 
L+ + When the Signal was made for Battle, how was = 
ering then with regard to the Wind? 

Wo {. A flanting Courſe down to the E nemy, with the Wind 
on the Beam. 

How much did you hour away more, upon the Signal 
eng made for Battle? 


ar as I can recollect, 


te Enemy, when the Signal for Battle was made? 
A. In a Line with the Kamillies. 


A ame Sail, *till you was interrupted by the Trident. 

Yes. 

After the Fleet had tack'd to ogether, h how did the Ra- 
lies ſteer with reſpect to the Wind! h 

A. I dow't recollect. | 


8 Points to Starboard ? 

A. Ves, very well. 
Q Did the Ramillies bear up two Points to Starboa: rd, in 
onſequence of that Signal? 
A. I believe ſhe did. | 
Did the Ramillies after that Time bear away any more, 
r keep on that Courſe ? | 


ints 


We 3 
„Moor, F Geary. 4 Preſident. $ Geary, || Simcoe, 


0 Had you not bore away, by bertcular Signal, two Points, 


A. T believe we were about three Points from the Wind, as 


Q.t Do you remember how the Trident ſteer'd down upon | 


Q $ Did you go down, from your firſt 1 away, with 


Q Do you recolle& any Signal made for the Fleet to bear | 


A. I 
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A. really can't tell, becauſe I was upon the Poop, a 0 
could not diſtinguiſ a Point. | 
Did you fee the Trident, juſt before ſhe obliged yout 
lay all aback. | | | 
A. No. 2 
2. Had the Ramillies then began firing? 
A. Les. 35 
: What Diſtance were you then from the Ship you v 
firing at? J 
A. I believe about half a Mile, or a little more. 
Was the Ramillies brought to the Wind, before yy 
ſaw the Trident. | | | 
3 Priſoner aſked. 
Q. Might not the Smoke from the Fire of the Ramilly 
prevent your ſeeing the Trident, or whatever Ship was unde 
your Lee Bow, at the time we threw all aback ? | 
A. That was the ſole Reaſon. | 5 
Q. Can you remember, when we caſt clear of that Shy 
our bringing of them open to Windward of us ? 
A. Yes. | ; 
2. Do you remember how far to Windward, how far 1 
they were from us? 5 - 

A. The Trident was upon our Beam. 
Qi Were not the Trident and Princeſs Louiſa to Windwah 
then ? | 1 5 | | 

A. Yes, the Louiſa was abaft the Beam, upon the Qua 
ter, and the Trident was upon the Beam. | | 
be Q: Do you remember what Sail they were under at in 
Time? | 5 

A. Their three Topſails, I believe; I don't remembe 
that they had their Foreſails ſet. . 

. Do you remember, that ſoon after we had caſt clear 
the Ship under our Lee Bow, (as you ſay the Tridem) ts 
Ramillies ſetting her Foreſail, filling her Maintopſail, and ven 
ſoon after getting on board the Maintack, and ſetting Jib, and 

Stayſails? _ | IT, =] 
A. Ves, as ſoon as poſſible, I believe. | i 
Q. Do you remember my ordering the Maſter to hail 
Princeſs Louiſa two or three Times, to make what Sail 
could ahead, and get into her Station? 


* 


A. Yes, very well. | > | 14 Q 
Q. Do you remember my ordering the Maſter to hail u A 
Trident two or three Times, to make what Sail ſhe col Q 
ahead, and get into her Station ? 9 Di A. 
A. Yes, very well. 2, Yo he 


- © Preſident. 
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2 ug Q. Did not t theſe Ships make Sail accordingly ? 2 


A. Ves. 


you t Court aſted, (as deſired by the Priſoner. * 
0 Did you, on or after the Day of Action, hear any Mur- 
ring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men belonging 
) the Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral had 
ot done his Duty? 
"A. Not a ſingle Syllable. 
Court aſked. 

Q t You have ſaid, when the Ramillies pay'd off her Head 
Leeward of the Trident, that it pay'd off *till the Trident 
j35 upon her Larboard Beam; how far aft had the Ramillies 
„ ought the Wind then? 
mil \ I believe a Point or two upon the Starboard ebnen 
unde Q. t When the Orders were given to hail the Trident, was 
e then under the Lee Bow, or had you pay'd off, and got 
ber to Windward ? 
A. We had pay'd off, and got her to Windward. 
When the Trident was upon the Larboard Beam of the 
umilliet, what was the Poſition of the Trident's Sails ? 
A. I believe they were all full; I am not certain. 
Q. What was the Poſition of the Ramillies Topſails, in 
ling clear of the Trident? 
Y A. I believe the Foretopſail was braced ſharp aback ; the 
Wether two I don't recollect, whether aback or ſhivering. 
W Q. Had the Ramillies Sternway after ſhe n, , In n caſting 
dear of the Trident? Fr 
A. I don't recollect whether ſhe had or not. 

21 Witneſs withdrew. 


u y 


50 


Shy 


T all 


Lint. James Norman, late Midſhipman of the Ramillies 
ſworn, 


Q. Whine was you a ed on the 20th of May? 

A. The four after Guns upon the Upper Deck? 

Q Do you know any Thing of the Trident's being under 
the Lee Bow of the Ramillies ? 

A. I was order'd to turn the Hands from their Quarters by 
Lieut, Gough, to haul the Foreſail up; and when it was up, 
law the Trident upon our Lee Bow—the Starboard Bow. 

At what Diſtance? | 

A. Quite cloſe to us. 

Q. Was ſhe lying to, or under Gail? 

A. I believe her Maintopſail was aback, by what L could ſee 
of her out of the foremoſt Port. Q. Was 
* Prefident, + Keppel. ft Moor. $ Simcoe. 
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Q. Was ſhe within hail ? 

A. Yes, I believe ſhe might. 

Q. Did you ſee the 7. rident, at the Time the Signal w 
made for Battle? 

A. Ves. 

Q. How did ſhe Steer in bearing down upon the Enemy 
after the Signal being made for Battle ? 

A. After the Signal was made for engaging, I went downy 
my Quarters, and did not ſtir from them till I was ordered t 

| Haul the Foreſail up. 
Court aſſed. (Priſoner? s Queſtion. ) 
Q. Did you, on or after the Day of Acton, l hear a 


Murmuring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men beloy 


ing to the Ramillies, upon any e that the Adni 1 
had not done his Duty ? a 
A. No, never. Witneſs withdre : 


Lieut. Henry Bellew, late Midſbipman on brard ih 
_ Ramillies, ſworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the 20th of May 4 bet 
A. Upon the Quarter Deck. _ 4 
Q. Do you know any Thing of the Trident's being uponth oi 
Lee Bow of the Ramilliet? f 
A. Les. | \ 
Q. Give the Court an Saga of what you know con er 
cerning it, and how ſhe came there? 4 
A. As we were going down under our Foreſail and Top kno 
ſails, the Trident was ſeen under our Lee Bow; the Forellliiſſ © 
was ordered to be hauled up, the Ship luff'd up in the Win L 
and the Foretopſail was braced ſharp aback, to caſt her cla ur 
of the T#ident, as we imagined there was not room to well. wa 
| 


Q. Do you know, or can un BO, + how the Tries 
got there? | 

A. 1 really cannot. 1 

Q. How near was ſhe to you? 2 

A. Thelieve about two thirds of a Cable's Length. 

Q. How long was it from the Time you firſt ſaw her til 
you made Sail again, as near as you can judge? 

A. After we had pay'd clear of the Trident, we ſet the 
Foreſail, which ſhot her ahead and the Trident and 
L.ouiſa to Windward of us. 

Que ſtion repeated. 


A. Not above Ten Minutes. Not Ten Minutes, | 
Q. Wa 
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9. Was your Ship engaged at the time you ſaw the Tri- 
dnt under your Lee Bow ? 

A. Yes. 

At what Diſtance from the Enemy ? 

T] believe it might be ſomething more than half A 
Mile. 
2. * What Sail had the Trident ſet, when you firſt ſaw 
her ? 
A. [ remember ſhe had her Topſails; whether ſhe had 
her Foreſail or not, I can't ſay. 

9. Were her Topſails full at that time, or aback] 5 

A. Her Maintopſail was aback. 

9. + When you firſt ſaw the Trident yourſelf, was it : be- 
fore or after the Ramillies had luff 'd up? 

A. Afterwards. 

. How far was ſhe then upon the Bow e 

7 About three, four, or five Points, or more than that, 
can't exactly tell. 

t How many Points were you going from the Wind, 
before the Trident came in your way ? 

A. The Wind was ſomething abaft the Beam, about 3 
Point abaft the Beam, I believe. 

Priſoner aſked, 

Was you upon the Quarter-deck when I order'd the Maſ- 
ter to hail the Princeſs Louiſa and Trident“ 

A. No; I heard them hailed, but the N I don't 
now. 

Court aſked ( Pri ſoner's Dueſtion | 

Did - on _ 1 Ber of Action, hear any Mur- 
muring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men belong- 
ng to the Ramillies, upon any DE that the Admiral 

had not done his Duty? | 

A. No, very far from it. 

9. From the time of the Fleet's Os up, after it had 
tack d together, to the time when the Ramillies was obliged 
o lay aback, was there any Change or Veering of the Wind ? 
tl A. Yes, the Wind headed us about a Point, it came to 

the Southward. | 
the MVitneſs withdrew. 


an Rodney Blithe, late Midſhipman f the ; Rawls 


worn. 


Q Where was you quartered on the Twentieth of May? 
Wa A. To carry and receive Orders from the Admiral. 


Q pe 
* Norris, + Kepel, I Hollourn, 9 Since 
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Q. Do you know any thing of the Trident 8 being upon 


the Lee Bow of the Ramillies « ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Give the Court an OTE of what you know of it? 
A. I can't give the Court a Narrative of it, but will an. 


ſwer any Queſtions. 

Q. When did you firſt fee her on the Lee Bow of the 
Ramillies ? 

A. I can't be certain of the Time. 

Q. When you did ſee her, what Poſition was as in? 

A. I don't remember what Poſition ſhe was in; I remem- 
ber ſeeing her, and that's all. 

Q What Poſition was the Ramillies in, when you fir 
ſaw her ? 

A. The three Topſails aback. _ 

Q. * From your firit bearing away, upon the Signal for 
Battle being made, did you ſhorten any Sail, or alter your 
Ccurſe, till the Trident was ſeen upon your Lee Bow ? 

A. Not that I remember. 

Q. Did you carry Orders from the Admiral from the 
Quarter-deck, to begin to fire upon the Enemy ? 

A. Not that I remember. | 


Q. Do you know how long it was before the Trident vu | 


Teen upon your Lee Bow, * you . to fire upon the 
Enemy? 

A. I don't know. 

Priſoner aſked, 

Upon the Alarm of a Ship? 8 being f "I upon our Lee 
Bow, did you not go down with my Orders to the Officer 
who commanded upon the Gun Deck, to ceaſe firing, let 
they ſhould fire into her ? 

A. Yes. 

Ot When that Alarm was of a Ship 1 upon ycai 
Lee Bow, did you look to ſee if you could ſce her ? 

A. No. 

Court aſked (Priſoner's Oueſtian. 

Did _ on _— after 8 hear any Murmurins 

or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men belonging to the 

Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral had 10! 

done his Duty ? 

A. No. 

Witneſs withdrew. 


Job. 


* Mor, + Helbourg. 
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ſohn Richardſon, late Midſbipman on Board the 


Phoenix, ſworn. 


What Ship was yu on board of, in the Action on 
the Twentieth of May? 

A. The Phenix. 

Q. Where was you 11 ? ES 

A, On the Quarter Deck, to obſerve Signals. 

Q. Can you give any Account of the Action that Day 
between the Engliſh and French Fleets ? | 

A, I have got the Signals; I took Minutes of the Sig- 
nals. 

Q. Did you take Minutes of any other Things! ? 

A, No. 

Priſiner aſked, 

Q Did you obſerve, after the Signal was made to engage, 
the Ramillies going down towards the . ? 

A. Ves. 

Q. Do you remember under what Sail! > 

b. To the beſt of my Knowledge the Top-ſails and Fore- 
fal 

Q Do you remember any Ships ahead of her, that were 
brought to at the Time ſhe was firing! ? | 

e. 

Q. Do you remember the Ramillies laying all aback ? 

A. Les. 

Q. Did it appear to you that they were cloſe under the 
Romullics Bow, or cloſe ahead of her, at the Time the 
Ramillies brought to? 

A. Iremember the Trident was cloſe under the Ramillies 
Lee Bow, 

Q. Was not the Tien at that Time aback with one or 
more Top-ſails? _ 
= 'To the beſt of my Kbowledge ſhe had both Top-ſails 
adack, 

Q. Did you obſerve the Ramillies to be firing upon the 


| Encmy as ſhe was going down? 


A. Les. 
Q Did you obſerve any of the Enemy? 5 Shot come over 
the Ramillies ? 


A. Yes, I think I ſaw ſome fall between the Ramillies 
and Phenix. 


Witneſs withdrew. 
2 Andrew 
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Andrew Jefferies, late Boatſwain of the Ramillie 
Sworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered on the Twentieth of May! 

A. Upon all the Upper-Decks. 

Q. Did you at any Time ſee the Trident under the le 
Bow of the Ramillies £2 | 

A. No, I did not ſee her, 

Q. * Do you know any thing of the Ramillies Fore. tor 
ſail being braced aback that Day, any Time after the Sign 
was made for Battle ? 

A. Yes, and the Fore-ſail hauled up. 

Q. Where was you at that Time? 

A. Upon the Fore-caſtle. 

Q. Do you know upon what Occaſion the Ramillies For 
top-ſail was braced aback? _ 

A. As we were hauling the Fore-fail up, I heard ſom 
body from the Main- deck ſay, avaſt Fi ring, becauſe there! 


a Ship upon the Lee Bow. J 
Q. Did you look under the Lee Bow, opon hearing th 
A. No, I was buſily employed in hauling the Fore. ii 

up, and clearing away the Ropes that lay forward. | J 
Q. Did you, after the Fore- ſail was hauled up, and the T ( 


ſails laid aback, ever ſee the Trident under your Lee Bor 
A. No, I ton? t remember ever I did. | 
* + How long was it from the Time the Fore · fl m 

hauled up and Top: ſails laid aback, till you made fail: 

uy.” : 

A. I believe about a Quarter of an Hour ; z I can't f 


Q. Did you receive any Damage in the Action in youl 
Rigging and Sails? 
There was one of the Fore-Shrowds ſhot away; Main 
* 199 preventer Stay; - one of the Main-top-maſt Back 
Stays; one of the Main-Shrowds ſtranded ; there were thre! 
Holes, I believe---three or four, through the Maia-ſal 
two thro' the Main-top-ſail, and one thro? the Jib. | 
Q. Was you upon the Fore-caſtle before you began 
fire in the Ramillies & | 


A, Yes. ( 
Q. Did you fee the Trident then ? ſelf 
A. Les. 1 
1 was ſhe ? | ( 

A. Ahead of us, in her Station i in the Line: to e 


Q. Wh! 
* Moor. + Preſident, + Holbeurx. 
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Ulies . 
| A I never remember ſeeing her, till ſhe was in her Sta- 
un again. 5 ; 

Q. * How long afterwards was it, that you ſaw her in her 
dation again? 93 = | | . 
A. I can't ſay; about an Hour, I believe. 

Priſaner aſked, | 


May! 
1e Le 


"e-tor 


8 remember ſeeing the Princeſs Louiſa and Trident to Wind- 
Tay | 


yard of us? 5 

A. I remember ſeeing the Princeſs Louiſa, but I don't 
remember any thing of the Trident. 85 
Crurt aſked ( Priſoner*s Queſtion ) 
Q Did you, on or after the Day of Action, hear any 
Murmuring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men be- 
aging to the Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Ad- 


Fore 


ſome miral had not done his Duty 
there z. No. — 
that 4 tneſs withdrew. 


. * John Lee, late Gunner of the Ramillies, ſworn. 
eTop 


Bow! Q. Where was you, chiefly, on the Twentieth of May? 


A. Before the Pumpdales of the Lower Gun Deck. 


ul w; 


J 
ale that Day? 


A. No. 
ben you engaged? 1 
A. I believe, when the French began to fire upon the Ra- 


0 eg lier, that we were not within Point- blank Shot; but the 


Main 


their Fire, their Smoke prevented my forming a Judgment 


** whether we were within Point-blank Shot, or not; when 
A 6 the French Shot ſtruck the Ramillies, ſhortly afterwards the 
k Remillies began to fire from her Upper or Middle Deck, or 
4 both, I can't ſay which, and then we began to fire from 


the Lower Tier.---Our Fire was prevented by the T rident's 
falling upon our Lee Bow; I coyld ſee her out of the Ports. 
Son Did you point any of the Guns at the Enemy your- 
err... 1 


A. Ves. 
Q Was not you obliged to lower the Metal of the Gun, 
Wha to endeavour to hit the Ship you fired at? 
A. Yes. 


3 : 
* Holmes, + Boys, 


Q. When you ſaw her afterwards, what Situation was 
. ? ; l . 


. After our Backing and making Sail again, don't you 


Do you know any thing that was done upon Deck 


Q. + Was you within Point-blank Shot of the Enemy, 


Ramillies then bearing down, and the French continuing 


3 
TE 


"ies ate, — 


Fe Tn. OT OI IS INSNM 4 


— — 2 6 E 53 „ . * — — — ache 1 
* _ — — — * - — — ans. : 8 — * * W K 8 — A . 
s N = _ en . 0 9 CE 2 N * n : 6 — * 2 N : - da £ . TO WO "I - . - — — _ 
— „% — TIS - — "I's . eo wx 4 > = —— x . ——_ — D . * — — D * Find — — 4 2 p re 83 e n rr — ee re ow k 
n= 2 . OO oy WITS” MI. EET =O ge 9 a ns r 28 — — — —— - * — om _—_—_—_— . * oc, had DG DS : FL ha gg i rarer i erg pe 5 ** - 3 Ne - . WE am SEP << L 
ue By or WI — n 5 . 3 PU OT 8 — 2 1 : - — Cd og — Deere . 2 — . 28 2 LF I err. 7 _ . 5 1 
2 5 1 - l — 1 a > ge £4 n 8 p yy — * * — 
9 | * . 1 D a N 1 q — ook Ry — 1 wg * 


— 
W 2 7 


x: 2 * — 
, F ne ROO 


ow rn tegy® * 
— 


* 

57 

N 

bs - 

99 

2 

x5 

LL % 

E £ 1 
+ 4 * 

7 

HF - 


os * 
* 


X 246 ) 
A, Ves. 


1 Was that on account of the Ship's Heeling, or thy 
great Diſtance from you ? 

A. Upon account of the Ship's Heeling. 

Q. What Number of Shot, and Quantity of Powder, di 
you fire at the Enemy, during the whole Action? _ 

A. Round Shot — "Thirty-two Pounders, ſeventy-eight.. 
Eighteen Pounders, Fighty--Twelve Pounders, fitty-five-.4 
Six Pounders, fourteen — Grape-Shot, Twelve Pounder; 
fifty-three Six Pounders, eight----Double-headed him 
mer'd Shot, Fighteen Pounders, four-----"T'welve Pounder 
fire Powder, twenty Barrels, twenty ſix Pounds. 

Q. Did you leave off firing on the Lower Gun Dec 

from your ſeeing the Trident under your Lee Bow, or by 
Order ? 

A. Mr. Blyth, one of the Aid du Camps, came down and 
faid, Don't fire, for that is the Trident upon our Lee Boy 
and then the Fi iring ceaſed. 

Q. Did you, upon this, look out and ſee the Trin 
yourſelf ? 

Ves. 

Q. What Diſtance might ſhe be from you then ? 

A 1can't really ſay; I can't judge of the Diſtance. 

Q. Was ſhe within Hail? 

A. I believe ſhe might be within Hail. 

Q. How broad was ſhe upon the Bow? 

A. She was before the Cheſs-tree, I think----about th 
Cheſs-tree. _ 

Q. Did you ſee what Sail ſhe had ſet? 

A. I did not take any Notice of it. 
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Priſoner aſked, 2 
3 not the Guns kept pointed ran in going down 
Fes. 

Q. Do you remember that four Guns forward wer 

{ U j pointed at this Ship that was under our Lee Bow; and! 4 
1 Mr. Blyth had not brought you my Orders to ceaſe firin 4 
j [li ö would 5 thoſe four Guns have been fired into her? : 
1 A. Ves, it's my Opinion, they would have been fire : 
I into her, for the People had the Matches in their Han . 
7 ready co diſcharge them. * 
| Q. What Ship, or Ships of the Enemy, did the Ramili ( 


9 
principally fire at ? 
4 Pol 
g h A. The Second and Third from the Enemy's . Rear : 
1 there was one Ship aſtern of them. | 
: : a ; 


Q. Wer 


12471 

Q. Were any Shot taken out of the Ramillies's Side? 
ind what was the weight of ſuch Shot? and out of what 
part of the Ship were they taken ? 

A. There were two Shot that I ſaw which were taken out 
of her Side; the one before the Entering Port, and another 
juſt at the after-part of the Entering Port, which was a 
Twelve Pounder; The other, that was taken out before the 
Entring Port, weigh'd Thirty-nine Pounds and a half. 

Q. Did you ever Meaſure that Shot, with your Cali- 


or the 


er, did 


igh 5 
-five-.4 


1nders 

bam! bre: 5 . . | 

inden A. Yes, I meaſur'd it, and it meaſur'd ſix Inches, and _ | 
four or five Eighths Diameter, I won't be certain which. 1 


Q. Was it not equal to our Fourty-two Pounders Engliſh ? 
A. I believe there is not above an Eighth or two # 
Difference in the Diameter, | | i 
Do you know the exact Diameter of a Thirty- 1 
two Pounder ?2 „„ OT . 8 

A. T think it is ſix Inches one Eighth, by the beſt Ac- 4 
count I ever had of them. | 

Q. + After you pointed ſome Guns at the Enemy, do 
joa know of any Shot ſtriking the Ramillies ? _ 

A. T imagine that Shot that I felt and heard ſtrike her, 
was the ſhot that was taken out of her Side, and weigh'd 
thirty nine Pounds and a half. : 

Q. Was that after you had fired? 

A. Before we had fired ? „ 

Q. At any Time was there any Shot that went thro' 
tie Ramillies's Side? „„ 

A. Not that I know of. | . 

Q. As you ſaid before, you lowered your Metal upon 
account of the Ship's Heeling, do you not think, if you had 
been within Point-blank, the Shot would have gone through 
the Ramillies's Sides? 1 
A, Ves, if we had been then within Point- blank, I ima- 
gine that Shot would have gone thro? her Sides; but we 
were not then within Point-blank, nor any thing like it; 
we were then bearing down, before we fired. 

Q. Did any Shot ſtrike your Ship at the neareſt Diſ- 
tance you were from the Enemy ? _ 

A. I don't remember any more Shot ſtriking her than 
thoſe I have mentioned. | 

Q. t You have ſaid that you remember that four Guns were 
pointed at the Ship under the Lee Bow of the Ramilhes 
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Matches ready in their Hands to fire them did you then 


hear any of thoſe People ſay that they ſaw that Ship? 


A. I can't charge my Memory with every Particular, | 


Court aſked (Priſoner's Queſtion) 
Q. Did you, on or after the Day of Action, bow any] 


Murmuring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men be. 
longing to the Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that dle 
Admiral had not done his Duty ? 

A. No, I never heard any * of that Sort. 

Witneſs withdrew. 


Richard Shaw late Carpenter of the Ramillies, fo 


Q. In what part of the Ramillies was you chiefly em. 
ployed in the Action on the Twentieth of May? 

A. In the Orlop to and fro in the Wings. 

Court aſked ( Priſoner”s Queſtion) 

Q. * Did you, on or after the Day of Action, "20 any! 
Murmuring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men 
belonging to the Ramzllies, upon any PET that the 
Admiral had not done his Duty? 

00. - 

Witneſs withdrew, 


William Foſter late Carpenter f the ;Intrepde, ſworn, [| 


An account was deliverd into Court by the Priſoner, of 
the Damage received on board the Intrepide, in the En- 
gagement with the French Fleet, the 'Twentieth of May, 
itgned by the Witneſs ; which was delivered to the 
Witneſs, and after he had read it, he declared, it con- 
tained the Damages he delivered in, and that the Signing 


was his Hand Writing. Vide Appendix, No. XXIII. 


p. 31. 
WH 23 withdrew, being 7000 he need not attend on the Couti 
any longer. 
The Court was cleared, and in a little Time the Priſoner 
was again brought 1n, and Audience admitted. 


| Captain Henry Ward, late Commander of the Cullo- 


den, ſworn. 


Q. Where was your Ship ſtationed on the twenticth of 
Mays? 

A. Aſtern of the Admiral. 

At what Time was the Signal made for Battle ? 


A, I believe 
* : Pr 72 dent. 


al 


th 
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A. I believe about twenty Minutes, or twenty-five 


Minutes after two; I can't ſay directly to a few Minutes. 
Q. What was the Poſition of our Fleet at that Time? 
A. We were formed in a Line of Battle ahead, upon 

the Larboard Tack. | . 
Q. Was it a cloſe connected Line? 
A. I think it was, as near as I can judge. 
Q. What was the Situation of the French Fleet at tha 
ſame Time? EE | | 
A. They were to Leeward of us, formed in a Line of 
Battle ahead, with their Main-top fails to the Maſt ; whe- 
ther they were lying to or not, I can't pretend to ſay, but 
I rather think they were under Steerage Way. 

Q. How long do you judge they lay in that Situation, 
from the Time the Signal was made to engage, till they 
ſet more Sail? | 

A. I can't poſitively ſay,---- 'To the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, ſome of them now and then filled their Main-top- 
Sails, in order to keep their Stations; I can't pretend to 
give but little or no Account of the Van of the Enemy's 
Fleet, by reaſon I was at ſo great a Diſtance, and was ob- 
govern myſelf. 

Q. Speak then as to the Rear and Centre. 


ſerving the Motions of the Admiral by whom I was to 


A. Ican't poſitively ſay the Time, but I believe it was 


about the Time of the Admiral's Firing upon them that 
they ſet their Fore-fail. „ 

Q. Do you mean his Beginning to fire upon them? 

A. No, not his Beginning, but near upon his ceaſing his 
Fire, I believe it might be. For I was ſo very intent upon 


the Admiral's Motions at that Time, that I did not take 


much Notice of the Rear of the Enemy's Fleet. 
Q. At what Time did they ſet their Fore-fails ? 
A. I can't exactly ſay the Time. 


Q. * From the Time the Signal was made to Engage, 


to the Time the Ramillies ceaſed Firing, how long was it? 
A. As near as J can recollect, it might be about an 
Hour, or more. 5 


Q. What Diſtance was your Ship, from the Ship op- 


poſed to her in the Enemy's Line, at the Time the Signal 
was made to Engage ? | | 

A. I believe I might be near three Miles----- two Miles 
and a half, or three Miles. 


Q. What Sail did your Ship carry, in bearing down to p 


the Enemy. 
| A. = 
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ment, ſhe might go about two Knots and a half, or three, 


| portionable Sail according to their different Rate of going? 


but he hauled his Fore-ſail up at the Time that he laid his 


membrance. 
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A. The three Top-fails and Fore-ſail I think was ſet, 
Q How much might ſhe go with that Sail? 

A. T did not heave the Log, but to the beſt of my Judg- | 


Q. How much had you neared the Enemy's Ship op- 
poſed to you in the Line, when you got to your neareſt | 
Diſtance ? | 

A. I believe I might have neared her about a Mile, ora | 
little more. 

Q. Could you at that Time have ſet all your Sails, ex. 
cluſive of Studding Sails? : a | f 


1A. 
Q. Could you, if you had ſet all your Sails, have got! to 


a cloſe Engagement with the Enemy, from the Time the 
Signal was made for Battle, till the French Ships ſet their 
Fore-fails ? | 

A. I think we could. | 

Q. If all your Sails had been ſet, was the Wind and | 
Weather ſuch, that you could have preſerved the Line of } 
Battle, if all the Ships in the Diviſion had carried a pro- | 


A. Yes; I can't think of any Thing that could nave 9 


prevented it. | 
Q. What Sail did the Admiral go down with ? Ss = 
A. His three Top-ſails, and I think his Fore:ſail. | 
Q. How large might hego down ? =_ 
A. About three Points----T'wo or three Points from the | 

Wind. = : 
Q. Did the Admiral continue the lame Sail and Courk , 

'till he began to engage? 11 


A. The Courſe, to the beſt of my Recollection he did; 
Sails aback, when near the Trident, to the beſt of my Re- 


Q. Can you judge how near he was to the Trident? 

A. I believe within halt a Cable's Length. 

Q. What Diſtance was you from the Admiral then? 

A. About the ſame Diſtance, agreeable to Signal. 

Q. In what Poſition was your Ship in reſpect t to the 
Ramillies ? 

A. At the Time that the Trident's Main-top-ſail was 4 
back, to the beſt of my Remembrance the Admiral was op 
on hes LarboardQuarter ; and as he (the Admiral) had laid 
all his Sails aback, I was obliged to do the ſame, as I found 


he neared me, and was afraid he would fall on board me, 
obliged 


* Mose. 
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obliged me to looſe my Main-top-gallant-ſail, and bag- 
pipe my Mizen, in order to keep the Ship clear of the 
Admiral. I ſtill found he neared me, which obliged me 
to edge down upon his Lee Quarter, and there I continued 
till the Admiral ſent an Officer to me, to deſire that I wou'd 
bear down and attack the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, upon 
which I ſet all my Sails, even to my Sprit- ſail, and Sprit- 
fail Topſail, and was rigging my Studding-Sail Booms out 
when the Admiral made my Signal, and afterwards hailed 
me to keep aſtern in my Station, as I underſtood him. 

Q. You ſay, the Admiral's backing his 'Top-fails obliged 
you to do the ſame; if you had been impowered ſo to do, 
cou'd you have edged away at firſt under the Admiral's Stern, 
and made Sail to Leeward? 8 9 

A. Les. | | 5 

Q. You ſay the Trident was within half a Cable's Length 
of the Admiral ; cou'd you plainly perceive how wide ſhe 
was upon the Admiral's BoW? 

A. No, I can't ſay I can recollect. 

Q. When you firft bore away, upon the Signal's being 


' WH ride for Battle, in what Poſition did that bearing away 
bring the Culloden in reſpect to the Admiral? 


A. Rather upon the Admiral's Starboard Quarter than 


WM otherwiſe. 


Q. Did you keep upon the Admiral's Starboard Quarter, 
in order to preſerve the Line of Battle? 


A. Yes, in the ſmall Diſtance I was upon his Quarter, by - 


reaſon we were going from the Wind. 
Q. Muſt not the Trident, as being the Ship immediately 
leading the Admiral, for the ſame Reaſon keep upon the 
Admiral's Weather Bow ? 
A. Yes, to be ſure. wok 


* 


Q. From this Manner of going down, and you being the 


Ship immediately aſtern of the Admiral, can you aſſign 


any Cauſe how the Trident came ſo cloſe under the Admiral's 
Lee Bow as to make it neceſſary for him to back, in order 
to keep clear of her? = . 

A. ] judge that was in the Option of the Admiral, whe- 
ther he wou'd go upon his Lee Quarter or Weather. 
Q. * When you ſaw the Trident upon the Ramillies's Lee 


Bow, was the Ramillies then brought to the Wind? 


A. | believe ſhe was near it. a 
Q. Was the Culladen ever engaged with the Enemy? 
A. Not deſignedly, _ 


Q Was 
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Q. Was ſhe ever near enough to engage? 

A. iN. 

CG. During the whole Time the Ramillies was engaged; 
how far off might the Culloden be from her? 

4. Not more than the Diſtance preſcribed by the Signal 
for the Line of Battle, which was half a Cable's Length. 

Q. Tho? the Cu/loden was but half a Cable's Length, or 
thereahout, from the Admiral ; by the Poſition of our Line 
with the Enemy's, was not the Culloden conſiderably far. 
ther from the Enemy than the Admiral was, or what 
might be the Difference of their Diſtance from each Ship's 
Opponent ? 

A. No, I don't think ſhe was at a greater Diſtance, but 


rather as near or nearer the ſternmoſt Ship of the — | 


by reaſon T had fallen upon his Lee Quarter. 


Q. Was the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ship, or the ſecond i in | 


the Enemy's Rear, neareſt to the Culloden at this Time? 
A. The ſternmoſt Ship. 


1 Ship in the Enemy's Rear bore away | 


at this Time ? 


A. The ſecond Ship of the Enemy's Rear bore away at | 
the Time the Admiral and I were firing; which was but | 
ſixteen Shot, as I was informed afterwards, from my own Y' 


Ship. 


Enemy's ſecond Ship in their Rear? 
A. I believe we might be about a Mile and a half, or 


| vely near, to the beſt of my Judgement. | | 
Q. Did the French fire at you at that Ti ime, and did their | 


Shot reach you ? 


A. The French did fire at me at that Time, but a great 
Number of Shot fell greatly ſhort of me, and ſome few, I | 
believe, might go over, but none touch'd either Ship or | 
Rigging in any one Part as ever I have heard of; trom | 


which I partly judged my Diſtance to be ſo much as Thave | 


before mention'd 

Q. Are not you poſitive ſome of the Shot went over you? 

A. Jam not poſitive, becauſe the Shot might go ahead 
and aſtern, and I hear them whiſtle ; but ſome of them 
went beyond me. 

Q. + Juſt before you ſaw the Ramillies haul up her Fore- 
fail and back her Topfails, did you ſee the Trident? 

1 

Q. What was her Poſition then ? 


* Moor. + Simcie, 


G When you did fire, what Diſtance was you from the | 


| A. Her 


re- 


ef 
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A. Her Main- topſail to the Maſt, if not all her Topſails 3 


] am not poſitive as to that. 


Q Do you mean that you ſaw the Trident, before the | 
Ramillies hauled to the Wind? | 


pA i 

Q. Was ſhe then upon the Weather Bow, right ahead, 
or upon the Lee Bow of the Ramillies ? 

A. I believe ſhe might be right ahead, or rather upon the 
Weather Bow. 

Q. What was the Poſition of the Culloden with reſpect to 
the Ramillies, at that Inſtant? 

A. I was rather upon the Admiral's Lee Quarter 3 he 
might be right ahead, or * J can't poſitively 
lay. 
2 * You have ſaid, That you don't 3 whether the 


Trident had only her Main-top-fail, or all her Top-ſails 


aback, when you ſaw her before the Ramillies hauled to the 
Wind; ; if all her Top-ſails were then aback, might ſhe 
not have Stern-way ? 

J. Ves, to be ſure; but the Continuance of that Ship ſo, 
was but a very little while, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance. 


Q. Can you recolleR the preciſe Number of Points the 


Culladen was upon the Lee-Quarter of the AY juſt 
before the Ramillies hauled to the Wind! . 
A. Indeed I cannot. 
Q. Was the Ramillies then firing! 5 
A. No, I don't remember ſhe was. 
Q. + WhatLength of Time was there, from the Ramillies 
bringing to, *till ſhe bore away again ? 
. A. A conſiderable 'Time after the Trident had filled and 
ood on. 
QQ. What do you call a abe Time? 
A. Half an Hour, or more, as near as I can judge. 


Q. t Did not that widen the Diſtance much between the 


Trident and Ramillies 2 

A. Yes, to be ſure. _ 

Q Do you know poſitively whether the Ramillies began 
to engage before ſhe hauled her Fore-fail up? 

A. No, ſhe did not to the beſt of my Remembrance, be- 
cauſe ſhe hauled her Fore-ſail up when ſhe laid her Sails a- 
back; Ithink ſo to the beſt of my Remembrance.----I think 
myſelf pretty ſure of it. 

Q. || At the Time you ſaw the Trident ahead, or a little on 
the Weather-Bow of the Kamillies, was the "Tide then 


bring upon the Enemy ? A. Yes, 


'' 3 Þ Profident, 1 Holmes $ Myr, ! Geary. 
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A. Yes, I believe ſhe was. 


Q. * At the Time your Ship fired, was the Ramillies then 


firing or not ? 
A. Yes, I think ſhe was. | 
Q. What Sail was ſhe then under ? 
A. Her 'Top-ſails all aback. 


Q. When you ſaw the Trident at this Time, did you ſce | 
her thro? the Smoke, or to Windward, or to Leeward of | 


the Smoke ? 


A. Tt was before the Admiral fired that I ſaw the Trident, 


for the Admiral had never fired till he brought up. 


Q. When you did ſee the Trident, and judged her to be | 
right ahead of the Ramillies, or a little upon her Weather. | 
Bow, did your Sight catch her to Windward or to Leeward | 


of the Ramillies 2 


A. I ſaw her rather open upon the Lee-Bow of the Ad. | 


miral. 


Q. And then you judged her to be right ahead, or rather | 


upon the Weather-Bow, of the Admiral? 
A. Yes. 


fired ? 
A. She fired before me. 


Q. Was your Ship brought up, when your Guns fired? | 
A. I was drove upon the Admiral's Lee-Quarter, and 
continued with all my Sails aback, that the Ship did not 
come up quite to the Wind, and could not bring a Gun to 


bear upon the Enemy. 


Q. Had you any other Reaſon, or any Intention to back 


your 'Top-ſails but to keep clear of the Admiral? 
A. No, I was to govern myſelf by the Admiral's Mo- 


tions. 


Q. t Had the French Rear filled and ſet their Fore-ſaili, 


when they fired at . 

A. I believe not; but 1 think they did very ſoon aſter- 
wards. 

Q. $ Did you on the Prench Van bear away from the Ei- 
gliſh Van? 

Les. 

Q. Did you ſee the French Rear make Sail ahead and at- 
tack the Engliſh Van? 

A. The French Rear did make Sail and attack the Rear 
of our Van. 

Q. Could not the A if he had made all the Sal 
he could after the Signal was made for . — 5 

ow 


. Keppel. ＋ . 1 Norri, 8 Bys. 


Q. Had the Ramillies e begun to fire when ous Guns 1 | 
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bun near enough to the Enemy's Rear, to have prevented 


n MW beir doing fo? 


A, Yes, he could; but much earlter, if he had made fail 


immediately after he had tack'd upon the Larboard Tack. 
Q. Could not the Admiral as well have gone cloſe down 
boa proper Diſtance to have engaged the Enemy, as to have 
e begun to engage them at the Diſtance he did? 


f MW think he might have done it, by going to Leeward 


of the Trident. | | > - 
„ Q. * You have ſaid, you think the Admiral might have 
| come cloſe to the Enemy, if he had made Sail immediately 
e bon tacking; but could the Admiral, upon making Sail im- 
- W ncliately after he was clear of the Trident, have then come 
« Wi vith the Enemy's Centre and Rear, ſo as to have pre- 
rented them giving our Van their Fire? | 
. 


4. He might with ſome of the Rear, but not the Centre, 


believe. | 


Q. + What Diſtance did you judge yourſelf from our Rear 


the Rear of our Van? 

J. 1 can't poſitively ſay. 3 
How was you manned in your Ship? = 
A. Very well; I never deſire a better manned Ship. 


QQ What Number had you on board in the Day of Ac- 


— . 


ton? | | 
: WH 4 can't ſay that J had muſter'd the Ship myſelf, but by 
) N 


the Account brought me by my Clerk, we had our Comple- 


ment of Men, or thereabouts. | 


0 their Quarters ? | | 
A. But two, as IT was informed by my Surgeon and Offi- 


cers, 
Q. Had you any Supernumeraries ? 


A. Such as General Stuart, and his Servants, and an Of- 
icer or two, as his Retinue, I don't recolle& any thing 
more, | Ls 
; Priſoner aſked, 
T think you have ſaid you threw all aback to prevent the 
Ramillies falling on board you; might not the Ramzllies be 
* WH iizcd to do the fame to prevent the Trident being on board 
of her, as the Trident's Sails were firſt aback ? 
4. Undoubtedly. | | 
Q You have ſaid, that at the Time the Admiral edged 


Way upon the Signal being made for Battle, you was rather 
p upon his Lee-Quarter ; was it not in the Power of the * 
| O 


* Moor, + Holbourn. 


Admiral, when the Centre and Rear of the French fired upon 


Q. What Number had you that were incapable of coming 
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1 
of the Culloden, in that Situation, to have hauled up a lite 
to regain his Station again in the Line of Battle ahead? | 
A. It was in my Power to have hauled up; but I look be 
upon myſelf in my Station then, as we were going from the Ml k. 
Wind, by reaſon if the Admiral had brought up, and 1] 
Tight aſtern, it wou'd then have brought me near upon his g0 
Beam? 5 "2 
Q Was not the Signal for the Fleet to bring to, the en 
Rear to bring to firſt, made as ſoon as poſſibly it could be th 
after the Ramillies was aback ? 3 Wl th: 
A. I can't ſay I recollect any thing of that Signal's being Fo 
made, poſitively; I believe that Signal might be in ſome — 
Minutes taken on board my Ship by my Clerk, but I don't WM do 
recollect it. 8 py | 
Q. Do you remember a Signal being made for the Rex ind 
to fill and cloſe the Line? 8 tha 
A. I do remember it perfectly well, and made a Remar vit! 


upon it, that I was then in my Station; I ſpoke it public. 

upon the Quarter-deck. 5 Rea 

Q. Did you form any Judgment of the Enemy's Force Mat 

Or had you any Authority to believe them ſuperior to tte o. 

| Britiſh Fleet either before or after the Engagement? were 

F A, I can't ſay I counted their Number of Guns; but bad 

i 1 looked upon them to be about of equal Force to us, if our Ge 

i Ships had been properly diſpoſed of. I had an Account, WM Q 

| after the Action, from a French Officer that was put on Le 

| board me, by which it appeared that they were ſtouter Ships kalt 

| than I had before thought; which I think I gave the Ad- cowr 

| miral. Es „„ al 1 op! 

| The Copy being ſhewn by the Priſoner to Captain Ward, Frenc 

| Captain 2 ſaid it was the Copy he gave the Admiral. Maſt 

| It being after 4 & clock, the Court adjourned till to-mit- A, 

| row Morning, 9 & clock. 2 2 
| | 8 8 th 

| SATURDAY, January 15, 1757. ih 

| The Court met according to Adjournment. 15 * 

Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. r 

Witneſſes called. down 

| Captain Ward called in again. A. ] 

Q. * You obſerved Yeſterday, in anſwer to a Queſtion . 


put to you by Admiral Byng, concerning the Signal being | 
made for the Rear to make Sail, that you had your Reaſons Q 
for being particular What were the ſaid Reaſons ? 


* Preſident, 


Ts 


* 


ſtion 
eing 
aſom 


TI 


1 
J. Tis nothing at all relative to the Action. 
Q. * When the Engliſb Fleet was formed upon the Star- 
board Line of Battle, and had weathered the Enemy, did it 
keep cloſe to the Wind, or ſteer large? 


A, Cloſe to the Wind We were a Rap-full Sail—did rot 


go from the Wind, to my Remembrance. | 

Q. You have ſaid, that when the Signal was made to 
engage, the Culloden was two Miles and a half, or near 
three Miles, from the oppoſite Ship in the Enemy's Line; 
that the Culloden, in going down under the Topſails and 
Foreſail, went about two Knots and a half, or three Knots, 
—Would not then the Enugliſb Rear Diviſion have been 
cloſed with the Rear of the French Line in an Hour, more 
or leſs, if the Wind and Weather had continued the ſame, 
and the Rear Diviſion had continued to bear down under 
that Sail directly upon the Enemy, if they had continued 
with their Main-top-ſails to the Maſt ? | 


A. In courſe they would have been nearer, if the Enemy's 


Rear had been lying to— their Main-top-ſails were to the 
Maſt, but, to the beſt of my Judgment, the Wind was 
upon their Beam not all the time, for at firſt I think they 
were lying too We ſhould have been down, if nothing 
had happened to prevent it—I don't fully underſtand the 


Queſtion. 


Q + If no Impediment had prevented, would not the 
Exzliſh Rear Diviſion have cloſed with the Enemy's Rear at 
halt Muſquet-ſhot Diſtance, if they had continued to bear 
down during the whole time under their Foreſails and 
Topfails, in an Hour, or ſomewhat more or leſs, if the 
wh had continued lying with their Main-top-ſails to the 
A. I can't poſitively ſay that, for it was not the Circum- 


| tance. 


Q. If the Culloden went two Knots and an half, or near 
lirce Knots, under her Fore-ſail and 'Top-ſails, and was, 
at the time of making the Signal for Battle, about two Miles 
and an half, or near three, from the oppoſite Ship in the 
Tnemy's Line, lying with their Main- top-ſail to the Maſt; 
0 not theſe Circumſtances determine the time of her going 

Own to be exactly an Hour, or a little more or leſs ? | 
J. 1 can't ſay whether it was an Hour, or not, poſitively z 
nd J may have been deceived in my firſt Diſtance, for 
What J know. | 3 | 
X Whilſt the French Line lay with their Main-top-fails 
rn OH R | ſquare, 
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ſquare, or to the Maſt, did you ever obſerve their Main-top. 
ſails to ſhiver ? 

A. I can't ſay I noticed them ſo to do. 

* When the Signal was made to engage, was not our | 

Fleet extended farther to the South Faſt than the Enemy” 52 

A. TI think it was. 

Q. Then, in running down, if the Culleden had ſteered 
a Point, or a Point and an halt more to Leeward, would ſhe, 
or would ſhe not, have fallen aſtern of the eben Ship 
from the Enemy's Rear, which was the proper Ship for her 


to engage? 


A. T believe ſhe might. 

Q. When the Signal was made for Battle did you ſee te | 
Van of our Fleet bear down upon'the Enemy ? 

A. I did-but did not make any Obſervations on them. 

Q. Can you tell if they broke the Line of Battle ? 

A. I can't ſay I ſaw any thing like it. 

Q. If the Signal had been hauled down at that time for the | 


Line of 5 Toh and a Signal for a cloſer Engagement hoiſted, | 


could the Admiral, and all the Eugliſʒhh Squadron, have 
dome into Cloſe ARion with the Enemy, by making a 
proper Sail? 

A. I think they might. 

Court cleared for a ſhort time, and then again opened, and ths | 
Priſoner brought i in, ad the Witneſs again called. 

Priſoner aſked, 

Have you never made any Remark to ſeveral of the 
Officers and Gentlemen on board the Ramillies, that at the | 
time of cur Firing there was ſo ſtrong a Smoke that you be- 
ſieved the Ramillies to be on fire, and that you was going to 
ſend an Officer on board to know if we wanted any Af- 


 fiftance ? 


A. As to private Converſation, T think the Court will 
a 2no 0 Cognizance of; tor I know many things have been | 
teh Mr. Byng of me, as well as I of Mr. Byag, which! 


d gw How to be very f falſe. 


Q. I do fup poſe, neither You or the Court, if J have 
no Objection myſelf, Will be againſt declaring what you 
had {aid to me on that Head; for I think it was an Ob— 
jervation hat you told me, when you came on board 
my Shi pt relates to the. i.ngagement, or I ſhould not 


aſk it 


A 1 beg to be excuſed, as it was private Converfation 
LV itnc SI withdrew. II. 


„ 
Liculenaſt 


* LHalbourn. 


tao] 
Lintenant James Worth, late 2 Lieutenant of the 
Culloden, Sworn. _ 


Q. Where was you quarter'd on the Twentieth of May? 
4, Upon the Upper Deck. 


. At what Time was the Signal made FI Battle that 


Day? 

1 After two. 

Q. What was the Poſition of our Fleet at that Time ? 

4, We were then in a pretty regular Line ahead of one 
mother, upon the Larboard Tack. 

What was the Situation of the French Fleet at that 
Time ! "S143 

4, They were waiting for us to Leeward, with their 
Main-top-fails to the Maſt, in a Line. 

Q. How long did they continue lying fo, after the tg: 
ws made for Battle? 

4. I really cannot recolle& the Time ; but all along, 1 
ink, till they went away. 

L At what 'Time did they go away! ? 

J They made more Sail, upon our being muzzled with 
e another, by ſetting their Fore-Sails. 

About what Hour was that? _ 

J Upon my Word, I cannot recolle& the Time. 


- Vw ww 


pher in the Enemy's Line, when the Signal was made for 
battle? 
4. From the Sternmoſt * of the Enemy, believe 
ktter than two Miles. 
C But from the Ship you was oppoſed to ? 
Wie never were abreaſt of any. | 
Q + What Ship in the Enemy's Line was the Culloden 
karcit to, when the Signal was made for Battle ? 
4. | think the Sternmoſt. 
Q The ſecond Ship in the Enemy s Rear was the Ship 
u was properly to have engaged, according to the two 
nes of Battle What Diſtance was you from her, at the 
me the Signal was made for Battle ? 
AI think J have ſaid that I judged we were two Miles, 
more, from the Sternmoſt; I therefore believe, we might 
about a Quarter of a Mile further. 

Did you fteer down to the faid ſecond Ship! in the 
emy's Rear ? 
J We continued following the Admiral, with the Wind 
«upon our Beam. 


9 =_—_  -. 2 Did 
0 Prefident + Moor, 


What Diſtance was your Ship from the Ship oppoſed 
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E Q. Did the Courſe you ſteered point towards that ſeeond 7 
hip ? | | = 2 
A. I believe, in due Time, it would have brought u Lee 


full near; as near as we could have wiſhed ourſelves. 
Q. What do you mean by due time? 
A. I mean, by being interrupted ; for juſt as the Enemy 
Shot reached us, and went over us, we were ſtopt, by bein 


obliged to lay all aback, to avoid being on board the Ad 


miral. OP R | A; 
Q. What Sail did you carry, when bearing down to th bout 


Enemy ? | Ely 
A. Top-fails and Fore-ſail, and, I believe, Stay-fails. | 
Q. How much might your Ship go with that Sail? 
A. I believe, about two, and an half, as there was litt. 

Wind There was not much Wind. „„ 
2. What was the neareſt Diſtance you ever were from ili 

Ship oppoſed to you? | | | 
A. I think, leſs than a Mile. | 5 
Q. Could you have carried all your Sails, excluſive « 

Studding-Sails? | Tr. 
A. We might. 1 5 N = 

QQ. Could you, if you had ſet all your Sails, from {| 
Time the Signal was made for Battle, till the French Fle 
made Sail, have got to a cloſe Engagement with that Ship? 
A. ! think we had Sail ſufficient at that Time, as w 
were cloſing the Enemy extremely faſt, and muſt have bee 
engaged with the Enemy if that Accident had not happenct 
Q. Could the Accident of the Ships being muzzled har 
happened, if every Ship had ſteered down to the Enem 


F 4 


with more Sail, and without firing of Guns, till they l bh 
been at a proper Diſtance from their Opponents ? ; 
A. Doubtlels every Ship might have had more Sail, ai ne. 
ſeen to avoid one another; but when this Thing happene nem. 
the Admiral was engaged. E: Mi jou w 
Q. At what Diſtance was the Admiral then from the Shi "ON 
he engaged ? | Main 
A. By the French Shot coming over us, and we aſtern 
him, brought us further from the Enemy, I therefore judge kept u; 
he could not have exceeded half a Mile, or thereabouts. 9. 
Q. What was the Situation of your Ship, at that Time y..> ; 
A. I think, we were a Cable's Length aſtern. _ 4] 
Q. Right aſtern ? | fat wi 


A. I don't recollect, whether we were right aſtern- 5 
Perhaps a little upon the Lee Quarter, or the Weatit which, 
Quarter -I do not recollect that. lle, 

e Q. Shou! 
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| 9. Should not your Ship have been upon the Admiral's 


lee Quarter, in order to have taken your Station in the 
Line, as the Wind then was, when . were to bring up 
b action? 

4. J have already ſaid, that J am not poſitive, whether 
he was immediately altern, or a little upon one Quarter or 
he other. Bs 

(Queſtion repeated. bY 
4. T ſhould judge a little upan the Lee Quarter, without 
Doubt. 

2, If all your Sails had been ſet, could you have preſer- 
id the Line, with the Wind and Weather you then had? 

A. I think, as ſome Ships fail much better than others, there 
might have been Dithculty in preſerving the Line with a 
Crowd of Sail. 

I. Cannot one Ship ſet Sail in proportion to her going 
wth others in moderate Weather, without Dann 

4. To be ſure they may. 

What Sail did the Admiral g0 down with? 

J. Top-ſails and Fore-ſail. 

9. How many Points from the Wind ? 

A. Timagine the Wind about upon the Beam. 

9. * You have ſaid, you went down with the Wind upon 
the Beam; then which Way was it poſſible to cloſe the 
Enemy faſt, or at all, with the Wind no farther aft, and 


| jou were at two Miles Diſtance when the Signal was onal 


v engage, and you ſay the Enemy were going with the 
Wind upon the Beam too. 

4. 1 do not recolle& that I have ſaid, that the Enemy 
had the Wind upon the Beam. | 

9. You have ſaid, you went down with the Wind upon 


| the Beam; then which W. ay was it poſſible to cloſe the 


Enemy faſt, or at all, with the Wind no farther aft, and 
jou were at two Miles Diſtance when the Signal was made 
t engage, and you ſay the Enemy were hin with their 
llain-top- ſails to the Maſt, in a Line? 

J. We were aſtern of the Enemy; and judged they 
kept under Way, about a Point from the Wind. 

9. At that Rate you was ſeven Points from the Enemy--- 

ow was you ever to join? 

A. J very well remember, that we were nearing them 
aſt with the Courſe we ſteered. 

Q. + Did the Admiral continue the ſame Sail and Courſe 
Which he made at the Time the Signal was made for Bat- 
lle, till he began to engage? 

R 3 of 1 think 
4 Dongle + Preſident. 
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A. 1 think he did. | 


| Q. Did he bring up when he 1955 to engage ? upo 
A. | believe he did a little. ada 
| Q. Did he ſhorten any Sail at that Time? | a 
| A: I never perceived any Sail ſhortened, 'till he hauled} _ 
ö his Fore-ſail up, and backed his Top-fails. a 
| Q. * Yor have faid, you was obliged to lay all aback in N B 
ü going down to the Enemy, to avoid being on board the Ad- 4 
| miral----What Sail was the Ramillies then under, and was Ml © 
| there any Ship then ahead, or near her ? = C 
A. The Ramillies had Top-ſails and Fore-fail ſet, ill he you 
| hauled up her Fore- ſail very ſuddenly, and backed her Top- . 
fails; and then, when the Smoke cleared away, I plainlyſ | Rat 
| perceived a Ship, which J take to be the Trident, cloſe ”J the 
on her Lee Bow. [i 1 
| | 22. At what Diſtance? | l the 
| A. It appeared to me, that you might jump out of 4 ban 
| Ship into Yother almoſt. (0 £ 
j Q. Was that Pp, (the Trident) at that Time firing on J the 
| the Enemy? , 
if A. I really cannot tell — She might be fo, as far * mw 
j know; but we were in Confuſion, in order to avoid being 
on board the Admiral ourſelves, by the Suddenneſs of the = 

Admiral's ſhortening Sail. f dal 

Q. Do you think that there was Room for the Ramilii| im; 

to wear clear of the Trident? = 

A. I think utterly impoſſible, till ſhe had backed aſtern. = 

Q. Might ſhe have paſſed to Windward, by hauling up, ; 

as the Ship was under the Lee Bow? þ hay 

A. No, I belicve not; as the Louiſa was upon her Wer , 0 


ther Bow. f 

0 Q. + Could the Culladen, when you firſt ſaw the Admiral her 

j | back his Top-ſails, have run clear to Leeward of the Ru- 

| mil/zes, if ſhe had put her Helm a-weather? N 
A. It would have been rather too nice a Point, I believe. 1 
Q. How long was it from the Time the Signal was made i 

| for Battle, to the Time the Ramillies backed her Top-fails? = 

= A. I cannot tell, as I never obſerved Time in the Action. | 
| Q. Did the Culloden ever fire at the Enemy? =_ 
| 


A. I think there were about fifteen or ſixteen Guns fired, 
but I believe without Orders; for we never could bring | 


Ban to bear upon the Enemy. 00 
0 | Q. Lid the Ramillies or the Culloden ire firſt ? g 
A. The Ramil lieg. mu 
i 2 When the Culloden fired, was. ſhe ſteering down 
4 | | ES | —_ 


Gn. 4 Keppel 


= r 
upon the Enemy, or was ſhe brought to with her Top-ſails 
R 5 
A. I think we were ſteering down a ſlanting Courſe upon 
the Enemy, when thoſe few Guns were fired. 

Q. Did you ſee the Trident, juſt before the Ramillies be- 
ran to fire? If you did, in what Poſition was ſhe ? | 

A. I do not remember ever to have feen her, but in the 
Situation J have already named. 
.* You have ſaid, that when you was going down with 
| your Fore-ſail and "Top-fails, and, you think, Stay-ſails, 
you was about aſtern of the Admiral, and going at about the 
| Rate of two Knots and an half; and you was, at the 'Time 
the Admiral laid aback, about a Cable's Length from him--- 
If the Poſition of your Ship then was at all nearly aſtern of 
the Admiral, is it not a more dangerous Method to wait to 
haul the Fore-ſail up, and lay the Top-ſails aback, than 
to give her a Touch with the Weather-Helm, and go under 
the Lee? | | 


A. We laid every thing a-back in our Ship; and I loofed 
one of our Top-gallant Sails, if not both. 

Q. It a Ship is at that Diſtance of a Cable's Length from 
another that is nearly right ahead, and is going with the 
Sal and at the Rate you have mentioned, would not a very 
(mall Touch of the Weather-Helm have carried her to Lee- 
ward of her, eſpecially as the other Ship was thrown to, and 
conſequently become to Windward of her ? | 

A. But we had ſhot up in the Smoke too near, I think, to 
have borne away to Leeward, without running ſome little 
Hazard, perhaps a great deal, as it might have happened. 
Not only fo, but in little Winds the Culloden did not anſwer 
her Helm at all times well, without a freſh of Wind. 
| Q. When the Signal was made for Battle, and you edged 

down to the Enemy, what Poſition did you bring the Ra- 

milies into with Regard to your Ship? = 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, we were almoſt 
| conſtantly in our Station aſtern of the Admiral. 

Q. + Could your being in your ſtation, aſtern of the Ad- 
miral, have ever brought you to an Engagement with the 
Enemy properly ? „„ 3 
̃ A. Doubileſs we muſt have been in Action, and that very 
oon. | 

Q. When the Admiral had brought up to engage, 
muſt not you, by being aſtern of the Admiral have 
| 7 1 brought 


* Moor. + Preſident. | 
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brought up upon his Weather Quarter, and at a greater | 


Diſtance from the Enemy? | : 
A. We never were ſo near the Enemy as the Admiral. 
Q. But muſt not that have been the Caſe? 


A. Without Doubt, we muſt. | 1 1q 


Q. * After you ſaw the Ramillies back her Top- ſails, what 
Space of Time do you judge there was, before ſhe filled her 
Top-ſails and ſet her Foreſails again? 


A. Upon my Word I cannot recollect to a Minute, butit | 


could not be above twenty or twenty-five Minutes----It was 
under half an Hour I am poſitive. 
Q. How long Time do you judge it was, between her 
ſetting her Fore-ſail and making more Sail, getting on 
board her Main-Tack, and ſetting her Jib, and Stay-ſails? 
A. I believe it was done much about the ſame Time alto- 
gether, and that very ſoon. | | 


Q. +1 think you have ſaid the French Fleet ſet their Fore- } 


fails at the ſame Time:? 
A. Yes. | 


Q. t What Diſtance did you judge the Centre of the French | 


Fleet to be from you, at the Time the Admiral had ſet his 
Main-fail, Jib, and Stay-ſails? 


A. T cannot recolle& that.---I believe they might be about 


three Miles. . 


Q. At the Time that the Signal was made for the Fleet to 
tack all together, was the Culloden upon the Beam of the 


ſecond Ship in the Enemy's Line from their Rear ?----Or, if 
abaft the Beam, how many Points ? 


A. I think that we were rather ſhot ahead, almoſt to the 


ſternmoſt Ship. 5 | 

Q. You have ſaid that you went down under your Top- 
fails and Foreſail, and, you believe, your Stay-Sails.---Can- 
* ſpeak poſitively whether your Stay- ſails were ſet, ot 
no: 


Stay-ſail being ſet. : 

Q You have ſaid, that when the Signal was made for 
Battle, the Culloden was betwixt two and three Miles diſtant 
from the ſecond Ship from the Enemy's Rear ? and that you 
went about two Knots and a half----Would not then a direct 
Courſe, with a Continuance of the fame Sail and Wind, 


have ranged the Culloden cloſe along fide that French Ship in 


alc: an Hour, if no Interruption had happened, and 
the French had continued with their Main-top-fails to the 


Maſt ? 5 | 
A. Ye 


* Norris, t Norris, $ Simcoer 


+ Preſident. 


A. I think I can, with reſpect to the Main-top-Maſt | 


Q 
milie 
Fore 

A. 
we v 
mucl 

Q 
dow. 
ſteer 


F | 
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Q. Did you, from one to five ee obſerve the Ra- 
nilies before you ſaw her ſhorten Sail, by hauling up her 
Fore-fail, and laying her 'Top-fails aback ? 

A. No, I do not remember that I did ; for at that Time 
we were drawing near to the Enemy, and were pretty 
nuch employed. 

Q. * You ſaid the Ramillies and the Culleden were going 
own, when the Ramillies began firing.---Did the CHER 
ſeer asthe Ramillies did then? | 

A. I believe ſhedid---I think ſhe did. 

Q You ſaid you ceaſed firing, becauſe you could bring 
no Guns to bear upon the Enemy at that Time How could 
lle Ramz/lies bring any of her Guns to bear, any more than 
the Culloden, unleſs the Ramillies had brought up? 

A. Becauſe ſhe was farther ahead; and I make no doubt 
but ſhe muſt have breached her Guns well aft to do it. | 

Was you in your Station at that Time? : 

A. I think ſo. 

Did you ſee the French Van bear a from the 
Engliſh Van? 

A. I really never obſerved either of the Vans, either our 
un or the Enemy's. 

Did you ſee the French Rear make Sail ahead, and at- 
ack the Row Part of the Engliſh Van ? | 

A. The Rear of the French, as they paſſed our Headmoſt 
dips fired, but at a very great Diſtance. 

Q Could not the Admiral, if he had made all the Sail 
he could after the Signal was made for Battle, have got down 
- _— to the Enemy's Rear to have prevented their 
oing ſo ? 

A. I really do not know; but if he had, he muſt have 
kft the Culloden behind. 

Q If he had made all the Sail he could, to hang hog 
Company with the Culloden with all her Sail ſet, could he 
not have done ſo? 

A. I think not, as the Culleden was a remarkable bad Sail- 
er; and by much the worſt ſailing Ship in the Squadron. 
Qt Do not you think, that if the Culladen had been ordered 
to ſet all her Sails, and engage the Ship properly oppoſed to 
her in the French Line, and ſhe had ſet all her Sail, that ſhe 
could not, during that time, have come to a cloſe Engagement 

Vith her Opponent i in the French Line? 

A. If the Enemy's Ship had continued waiting for her, 

| bclieve ſhe might. 


Q. Could | 


* Ilelbour x. Þ Boys. + Prefident. 
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Q. * Could not the Admiral as well have gone cloſe down MW 


to a proper Diſtance to engage the Enemy, as to have be- 
gun to engage them at the Diſtance he did? 
A. He continued going down all the Time. 


Q. It he had made all the Sail he could, from the Time 


of the Signal for Battle being out, could he not have done 
ſo? | 


hind? | 


A. Really I cannot pretend to ſay how far we might he | 
left behind, but he muſt have had all the Fire of thoſe Ships 
upon him till we had come up. We had but a ſixty Gun 


Ship aſtern of us. 


Q. t Did the Ramillies fire any Guns, after ſhe hauled her 


Fore-fail up and laid aback ? 


A. None, as I can recollect, 
Priſoner aſked, : 


Q. Was not the Yellow Flag hoiſted on board the Ranil. | 


Ties at the Mizen-top-maſt Head, about ten Minutes after 
Three, as a Signal for the Fleet to bring to, the Rear to 
bring to farſt ? ps 


A. Time I know nothing of; but that Flag was hoiſted, | 


and ſcarcely up but hauled doven again. 


Q. Do you remember, that ſoon after that Flag was haul- | 
ed down, that there was a red Enſign hoiſted at the Mizen- 
top-maſt Head, as a Signal for the Rear to fill and cloſe the | 


Line ? 
A. Yes I do. 


A. In his Ship he might; but we muſt have been left 
Q. + How far do you think you might have been left be- 


Q. Did you ever take any Remarks out of the Ship's Log- | 


Book, concerning the Situation of the Revenge, and the 


Ships ahead of the Admiral ?---If you did, pray relate it to 
the Court. 8 

A. If the Court will give me leave, I believe I have the 
Remarks in my Pocket It is not from my Knowledge, but 
taken from the Ship's Log-Book. „5 

Q. Did you not take thoſe Minutes from the Log - book 
yourſelf ? : 4 

A. Yes. : 
Witneſs read the Remarks taken out of the L,og-Book, as follows. 

At about thirty eight Minutes after Two, the Intrefid, 
loſt her Fore-top-maſt, which rendered her incapable of 
keeping the Line; and the Revenge, the Ship aſtern of hel, 
laying her Sails aback, for fear of being on board of hel, 


obliged 


Boys. + Preſident. + Douglas. 
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iced the Rear to do the ſame, to avoid the like Accident. 
| That is all I know of the Revenge.---I cannot ſpeak to 
my own Knowledge, for I never ſaw the Revenge, but I 
took it from the Log-Book. 

Q. * Were not thoſe Remarks made in the Log-Book by 
the Order of Captain Ward, to your Knowledge ? 

A. I think Captain Ward 3 the Log-Book marked, and 
gave the Maſter Directions to be very particular 1 in mention- 
ing every Thing he knew. 

Q. In regard to. thoſe Ships ? 

A. In regard to every Thing in general. 

. Might not the Rear of the French fill and make Sail, 
nd the Admiral not perceive them, being then engaged, 
and in a great Smoke ? 

A. To be ſure they might. 

Q. When the French Centre and Rear had made Sail, did 
it not appear to you that the French outſailed us conſiderably 
under their Top- ſails and Fore-fail, which 1 thank they were 
then under? 

A 1 ne 
© Soon after the RN had caſt clear of the Trident, 
tid not you perceive that the Ramillies had filled, and ſet 

her Courſes, Jib, and Stay-fails ? 

A. I did, and I believe have mentioned it to the Courts 

Q. Do you think it would have been prudent in the Admi- 
ral to have made all the Sail he could down upon the Enemy, 
and have left his Second behind him, which was one of the 
principal Ships of Force in the Line, and ſtationed to ſup- 
port the Ship where the Honour of his Majeſty's Flag was 
moſt principally concerned, and the Enemy at this Time 
lay waiting for us? 

A. J ſhould Judge 1 it very imprudent. 

Court aſked, 

+ You ſay, to your Knowledge, Captain Ward gave Di- 
rections to the Maſter to inſert every Thing particularly in 
the Log-Book of that Day's Actions.---Do you know as cer- 
tainly, or do you believe to the beſt of your Knowledge, 
that thoſe Orders were given to the Maſter the Day 5 E 
Action, or how ſoon after? # 

A. I cannot recollect the immediate Time hen it was; 
but I know he did give him Directions to be very particular. 

t Did you fee the Ship's Log-Book yourſelt, on the 
Twenty-firſt in the Morning ? 

A. No. 

Hou ſoon after the Action did you ſee it? 1 
Pri ſoner. + Boys. + Moor. | 
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A. It might be ſome Days as far as [ know, when 1 had 
Occaſion to make uſe of it for my Journal. 
Give the Court an Account, to the beſt of your Know- 
ledge, when the Account of that Day's Action was inſerted 


in the Log-Book. 
A. Upon my Word I can no way recollect, for I was not 


by when it was wrote. | 
. Do you remeniber any thing of Captain Ward s go- 


in; on board the Ramillies, the Afternoon of the Action? 
A. J am ſure he was not on board the Admiral then. 


Q. Was he on board the 'Twenty-firſt, __ Day after the 


Action? 
A. I believe he might go then, to wait on the Admiral. 


Q. Did not you yourſelf, after Captain Ward was gone | 


out of the Ship, follow him, to wy a Paper after him? 

A. No, I never did. 

Q. Was not a Paper wu to you, to N or ſend after 
Captain Ward? 

A. I do not remember there was. 

Q. Do you remember how long after the AQion it was, 
that you took thoſe Minutes out of the Log-Book ? | 

A. Faith, I do not. 


Q. Upon what Occaſion, or for what Uſe, did you tran- 


ſcribe this particular Day's Log? | 
A. Purely to ſatisfy myſelf, with no other Intention. 


Q. Tho? you did not deliver, or catry any Paper to Cap- 
tain Ward, do you know of any Paper being delivered to, or | 


carried alder him? 


A. I do not. 
Q. Did you ever uſe to take the Ship's 8 daily, 
when you was at Sea, for your own Satisfaction? » 


A. Generally.---I always kept the Ship's Way. 


Q. As this was a remarkable Day, can you give any 
Reaſon, why you did not copy the Ship's Log the next Day! 


A. No. 
Q You have ſaid, that you are not ſure when this Day's 


Tranſactions were inſerted in the Log-Book----Are not you | 


ſure it was not inſerted the, next Day after the Action, 
in the Ship's Log-Book ? 


A. I can give no manner of Account when it was inſert— 


ed in the Ship's Log-Book, whether it was that Day, or the 


next Day, or when it was. 


Q. Was Mr. Hirby fourth Lieutenant of the Ship at that 
Time? 


A. Yes. 


d, 
it 


8. 


[ 269 ] 


2 Did Mr. Kirby ever inform you, that the Log of the 
Pay of Action was not Enter'd in the Log- Bock till four Days 
ee ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Was you in the Ship after Captain Taylor commanded 
her * | | 

A. Yes. 

*Didyouever hoop Mr. Kirly ſay, that he had acquaint- 
ed Captain Taylor, that the Log of the Day of Action was 
not inſerted till four Days after? 

A. Never heard him mention it. 

Q. Did you ever obſerve what Sail the Trident made, after 
the Admiral was clear of her? 

A. I did not. 
. Vou ſaid, ſoon after the Ramillics was clear of the Tri- 
tent; the Admiral ſoon made Sail----You have likewiſe ſaid 
it was Twenty or 'T'wenty-five Minutes before the Admiral 
made Sail----Do you know any Cauſe that Nn the 
Admiral making Sail ſooner ? | 

A. I know no other but giving Time to the Trident and 
Ping « Loviſa to get into their Stations. 

5 i diſcharged any further Attendance, and withdrew. 


. Richard Lloyd, Jate Surgeon of the AY 
n. 


Court aſked ( Queſtion from the Priſoner ) 

Did you on, or after the Day of Action, hear any Mur- 
muring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men belonging 
to the Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral had 
not done his Duty that Day? 

— No, quite the reverſe. 

Witneſs diſcharged any further Attendance, and e 


Captain William Parry, late Commander of the King- 


ſton, ſworn. 
1 1 Where was your Ship ſtationed on the Twentieth of 
. 
5 A. I was appointed to lead the Van, vpn the Starboard 
acks. 
Where were you Stationed, as the Rear Diviſton 
"upper to lead the Van ? 
'The Rear Ship of Admiral By ng 8 Diviſion, upon the 
Lark Tack. 
Q. At what Time was the Signal made for Battle ? 
A. About Half an 2 Hour paſt Iwo, to the belt of my Re- 


membrance. Q. What 


* Holbourn, . Preſident. E Preſident. 


1 
* What was the Poſition of our Fleet at that Time? 
In a Line of Battle ahead, with the Larboard Tack on 
—_ | 
Q. Was ita cloſe connected Line? 
A. I think it was. | 
Q. What was the Situation of the French F leet at the ſalts 


Time ? 

A. They were in a Line of Battle a-head, with their 
Larboard Tacks on board, under their Top- fal, Main- top. | 
fails ſquare. 

Q. How long did they continue lying ſo, after the Signal 
was made for Battle? 

A. Upon my Word, I cannot aſcertain the Time; but they 
lay ſo a good while. f 

Q. As you was the Rearmoſt Ship in the Engli ;ſb Fleet | 
at that Time, the Rearmoſt Ship of the Enemy was the Ship 
for you to engage----What Diſtance was your Ship from 
that Ship, when the Signal for Battle was made? 

A. I believe near two Miles, or thereabouts. 

Q. What Sail did you carry, when bearing down upon the 
Enemy, after that Signal was made? 

A. Fore-fail and Top-fails, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 

How much might ſhe go with that Sail? 

A: I believe about three Knots.----I do not well recolleQ, 
but I dare ſay three Knots, if not more. 
WA What was the neareſt Diſtance you ever came to that 

ip? 

A I do not believe I ever was nigher to her than a Mile 
and a Quarter. 

Q. Could you, and the reſt of our Ships, have carried all 
your Sails, except wading alle ? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Could you, if you had ſet all thoſe Sails * the Time 


the Signal was made for Battle *till the French Fleet made 
more Sail, have got to cloſe Engagement with the Enemy? 
A. Yes, if I had ſet all my Sails, I could have got to 
cloſe Engagement with the Enemy. 
Q. I apprehend your Ship was at the greateſt Diſtance 
from the Enemy----Was it, or was it not fo ? 


A. Ves, it was. 
Q. If all your Sails had been ſet, and the Sails of the other 


Ships who Sailed with you proportionably good or bad, could 
you have preſerved the Line with the Wind and Weather 
you had then, if there had been no Firing, to intercept the 


Sighit of one another 4 the Smoke ? 
: A, I believe 
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A. I believe 8, but we were intercepted----prevented go- 
ng down---but not with that Sail; I was under Fore-ſail and 


Top-fails. 4 
Q. How did the Adi Ship go down, and with what 


dall? 


ud any Stay-fails I did not ſee them, as I was aſtern. 


How many Points did ſhe go from the Wind, after the 


agnal was made for Battle? 

A, I believe the Wind was about the Beam, or a Point 
abel the Beam, I am not very certain; I know we went large. 

Did ſhe continue the ſame Sail and Courſe till the 
began to engage? 

A. Yes, I think ſhe did. 

Q Did ſhe ſteer a proper Courſe to engage the Ship op- 
joſled to her in the Line (which was the third Ship in the 
Line) with the moſt Expedition? 


A. I do not know the Enemy's Fleet then were with 
heir Main-top-ſails ſquare ; and, I believe, in a very little 
ime we, ſhould have been down with the Inemy to have 
engaged, for they lay with their Main-top-ſails ſquare for us. 


Q. * In the manner our Admiral and Rear went down to 


e Enemy, and with the Proportion of Sail they carried, was 


there a Probability of bringing the Enemy's Centre and Rear 
v Action in any reaſonable time, ſo as to have ſuccoured our 
Van? 


A. I really believe there might; if there had not been an 


mpediment in the way. 


Was there not a conſiderable Differenest in thee Diſ- 


tmce between our Van and their Van, and our Rear and their 
Rear, when the Signal was made for Battle? 

A. I cannot aſcertain the Diſtance between our Van and 
heir Van, nor do I know if there was any Difference---- 
There was a neceſſity for the Leading Ship in our Van to bear 
more than thoſe in our Rear, becauſe the Leading Ship 
lads to the proper Ship ſhe is oppoſed to, and ſo each Ship, 


& there was twelve to twelve. 

C If there was no difference in the Dinas, and our 
let was in a well connected Line, as you have ſaid they 
vere, the Sternmoſt Ship of the Enemy mult be directly 


ppoled to the Sternmoſt Ship of ours, as well as the Leading 


ip in cur Van was oppoſcd to their Leading Ship, and 


wnlequenitly made it neceſſary for each Ship to bear down 


Mke-=-And it there was a greater Diſtance, did it not make 
it 


* cor, 


A. She went down with Fore-ſail and Top- ile 3 ſhe 


n Proportion to the Ship ſhe was oppoſed to in the Line, 
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it neceſſary for thoſe Ships which were at the greateſt Dil. / 
tance to make Sail in Proportion to their Diſtance and Go Ml =! 
ing, in order the ſooner to bring on a general Action? gol 


A. The Rear of our Fleet, which was the Van before it! 
tacked, had reached beyond the Rear of the Enemy; and ( 


when the Signal for Action was made, the Rear of the Ene. to « 
my's Line was before my Beam, at leaft two Points, if not for 
more; therefore if I had bore up in Proportion to the Ships det 
in the Van, I muſt have been aſtern of the Rearmoſt Ship of 
the Enemy. The Enemy at this Time had their Main- top- that 
fails ſquare. We might have come ſooner, but the Enemy ud 
at this Time lay with their Main-top-fails ſquare to receive us. ( 
Q. Was there any Impediment to our Rear Diviſion go- Wi to 
ing down to a proper Diſtance, to engage the. Centre and 
Rear of the Enemy? | Bo s 
A. I faw the Admiral's Top-ſails aback, which was an Im- ng 
pediment to me----and the Culloden's, which obliged me to 1 
back too. | | | | / 
Q. Do you know the original Cauſe of this Impediment ? WM Hor 
A. I did not know the original Cauſe. I did not then WM nt 
know the Cauſe of the Admiral's and Culloden's backing their WM ( 
Top-fails. - Wy 
Q. When you ſaw the Admirals and Culloden's Top-ſails WM ! 
aback, if you had been impowered ſo to do, could you have WM En: 
gone under the Culloden's Lee and made Sail down to the WM ( 
Enemy? | Di 
A. Ves, I could. 2 | #2 
Q. Was the Admiral engaged, before you ſaw his Top- ( 
fails aback ? _ _ I 
A. Juſt about that Time. . | ah 
Q. If, when the Signal was made for Battle, the Admiral WM ind 
and his Diviſion had ſet ſome more Sail, and ſteered a proper WI no; 
Courſe down to the Enemy, and had not ſhortened Sail, nor Wl 4 
began the Action till they were at a proper Diſtance tron WI ( 


the Enemy, was there a Poſlibility of this Impediment's hap- WI ad 


Seng? | — ©. 
A. Upon my Word I do no not know; It is impoſſible for Wi txo 
me to determine. Certain it is, that we might have gone Wl A 


faſter by more Sail being ſet. = 
Q. It you had fet more Sail, and gone faſter, could you not WM nor 
juſt as well have preſerved the Line of Battle? ( 
A. To be ſure. | 1 
Q. How much Sail do you think you might have ict, Raft 
without running any riſque of breaking the Line of Battle, A 


or confuſing each other? 


A. Ther WI * 


1273 “1 


Did A. They might have ſet Top-gallant-ſails and Stay. ſails 
G. Some of the Ships went better than others The worſt 
going Ships might have ſet their Top- gallant- ſails and Stay- 


3 


re if | 4 
an Did the Ramillies, from the Time the Signal was made 
"nc. to engage, when ſhe edged down with her Top-ſails and 
not. Fore-fail, ever ſhorten Sail, or haul any thing to the Wind, 
hin before ſhe fired upon the Enemy? 10 

p 0 A. I think ſhe did not; but juſt upon her Firing, I think 
op- that her Main-top-ſail was ſhaking, and her Fore-fail down, 
my ind that ſhe had hauled up ſomething then. ONE 
vu J. How many Minutes did her Firing continue from firſt 
go-Wll t laſt ? —_— | 
and A. Really I do not know—lt was a very little Time. 


How long was it, from the Time of the Ramillies hav- 
m- ig her Top-ſails aback, to the Time of her making Sail 
to gain? 1 . 
A. It was, I believe, between a Quarter and Half an 
t? Hour—It may be more than a Quarter of an Hour. I am 


en not ſure. | 


cir Wl C. Did the Rearmoſt Ship in the Enemy's Line ever fire 


your Ship? 


is A. I do not know There were random Shot from the 


we tnemy that went over the Kingſton. ; 

he Ul C. Which did you reckon the worſt going Ship in your 
Dion? 55 1 _ 
A. The Culloden. | | 

p.. You have ſaid the Ramillies went down with her Fore- 

al and Top-ſails—If ſhe had added her Top-gallant-fails 

ah, could the Cu/loden with the farther Addition of her Jib 

al nd Stay-ſails, have kept Company with her, or was there 

xr Wl nore Difference in their Sailing than that? : 

or Wl AI believe ſhe could have kept Company with her. 


m When the Engl Fleet had weather'd the French Line, 


P- ad had formed the Starboard Line of Battle ahead, did the 


% Line ſteer cloſe hauled to the Wind, or a Point or 


or Wi from the Wind? 
ne A. We were from the Wind, and edged down rather upon 
_ # Enemy—T believe, full a Point from the Wind, if not 
WI ore, 1 | 
Q. When the Signal was made for the Fleet to tack all 
bgether, how many Points was the King /ton abaft the Beam 
i of the Sternmoſt Ship of the Enemy's Line. 
, A. I did not juſt then obſerve, upon the Tacking ; but af- 
: tr we had tacked, I believe, we were about a Cable and an 
J : Keypel, I Simcoe. 8 = | _ Hall's 
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Half's Length, as near as I could judge, ftretched beyond 
the Enemy's Line: When we had tacked, ſhe was before Jo 
my Beam. | OED | = 

Q. You have ſaid, when the Signal for Battle was made, M © 
the King fon was about two Miles diſtant from the Sternmoſt of 
Ship of the Enemy's Line— That, in going down under your MI 
Fore-ſail and Top- ſails, you went about three Knots—Would MM 
not then a direct Courſe, with a Continuance of the ſame} ? 
Sail and Wind, have ranged the King ſton cloſe along ſide of 
the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, in three Quarters of an WM ou 
Hour, or a little more, if no Interruption had happened, and! 
the French had continued with their Main-top-ſaiis to the 
Malt? | ö 


A. Ves, it would. | cker 
Q. Was the King ſton right aſtern, or upon which Quarter To 
of the Ramillies, two or three Minutes before the Ramillie WM Fo: 
hauled up her Fore- fail and backed her Top- ails? the 

A. I was upon the Ramillzes Starboard Quarter; and upon faw 
the Quarter, I believe, of the Culloden too—rather, ſhe was WM va: 
between vs. | | } 

Q Can you judge, how many Points upon the Ramillies] 1 
Starboard Quarter? I | 2 

A. No, I do not—Tt might be a Point, or thereabouts 
The Ramillies was in general open upon my Larbord Bow, 
and the Cull:den too. 3 

Q. Did you, at the Time mentioned, ſee the Trident? 

A. No, I did not. „„ ; 
Q. * How long had you been running down upon the Ene- 
my, from the Time the Signal was made to engage, till the} 7 
Time you backed your 'Top-ſails ? 77 A: 

A. It was juſt an Hour, by the Log-Book. * 

Priſoner aſked, N oy = . 

Q.+Y ou have ſaid, that, at the Time the Admiral had hh 7 
Top-fails aback, you might have got down to engage thy e 
Enemy, if you had been impowered Do you think it would er 
have been prudent in the Admiral to have ſuffered you to £0 
down by yourſelf to the Enemy, then waiting for us? And 
does not that depend upon the Diſcretion of the Commandet 
in Chief. = 
A. I do not think it would have been prudent in the Ad 

miral to have ſuffered me to have gone down; and that en P 
tirely depends upon the Diſcretion of the Commander iii deſir 
Chief Eſpecially as the Enemy were then lying in a regulaſſſ the f 


Line, with their Main- top - ſails ſſuare. 
Witneſs withdrew. Jobi 
* Keppel, Priſoner. 
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ö bin Bruce, late Maſter s Mate of the Dolphin, ſworn. 


. hes Ship was you in, in the Action of the twentieth 
of May ? | 

A. ſn the Dolpbin. 

Q. Where was you quartered? 

A. Upon the Quarter-Deck. 


F 
* Foy 3 | > 
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fl Q. Can you give the Court wy Account of the Rear of 
1 WW our Fleet that Day 7 | 

YR TEE RY 8 

e Q Relate what you know of it? , 


A. I faw them engaged. I ſaw the Ramillies £0 down un- 
der her Top- ſails and Fore-ſail, and I ſaw her fire under her 
Top-ſails and Fore- ail; and afterwards I ſaw her with her 
Foreſail hauled up and all aback--And then I ſaw the Rear of 
the Fleet in Confuſion— When the Smoke cleared away, I 
law the French Fleet had filled, and ſtood on. I ſaw after- 
wards the Ramillies and the Fleet purſuing the Enemy. 

Witneſs diſcharged any further Attendance, and withdrew. 

It being near four Clock, the Court adjourned till N 
Morning : nine 0 Clock. 


Monday, Fanuary 17, 1757. 


Court met according to Adjournment. 
Audience admitted. 


The Preſident laid before the Court a Letter from the Pri- 
| ſoner, dated laſt Evening, repreſenting that he hoped to be 
ready with his Defence on T ueſday Morning, and begging 
the Court's Indulgence until that Time. 

In Conſequence of which, the Court adjourned till To- 
morrow Morning, nine of the Clock. 8 


Tueſday, January 18, 1757. 
Court met according to Adjournment. 


Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted: 

Priſoner delivered into Court his Defence in Writing, and 
deſired the ſame might be read by the Judge Advocate, and 
the ane, was read accordingly. Vide Defence. | 

| 8 2 Then 
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Then ſeveral Papers, mentioned in the Cloſe of the De. 
fence, were alſo delivered in by the Prifoner, in the Order in. 
which they were read. /ide Apppendix, No. tp: I. No.IV, | 


p. 7- No. XIII. p. 19. No, XIV. p. 19. No. XV. p. 21. 


The two Letters next read were «wrote, one immediately after ih, | 
other, upon the ſame Paper, which is thus endorſed—Letter | 
From Mr. Birtles, Conſul of Genoa, May 15, 1756. Ne. 
ceived by Lieut. Baſſett from Barcelona, when he joined me |} 
in Rolts Scooner off Malaga June 15, 1756. Vide Appen- | 


dix, No. XXIX. p. 41. No. XXXVIII. p. 7. 
After theſe were read, a Letter from Conſul Banks. Vide Ap- 


ndix, No. XXX. p. 43. A Letier from Conſul Aiſkill, | 
I. p. 46. A Leiter from the Widow | 

Perree and Son. Vide Ap. No. XXXII. p. 45. Alſo, An 
Account of the State and Condition of the Engliſh Squadron, | 
on the 17th of May, 1756, was delivered in by the Priſoner, | 


Hide Ap. No. XXXI 


Vide Ap. No. XXXIX. p. 65. 


The Court cleared, and in a ſhort Time again opened, | 
and then the Liſt of the French Squadron, delivered in, by the 


Priſonerwas read, Vide Appendix, No. XXVIIL p. 41. 


Then the Priſoner being aſked, if he had any thing farther ö 


to offer, delivered in a Paper, which was read as follows, 


Before I proceed to call my Witneſles „ I ſhall for the ſake | 


of Method and Diſpatch, beg Leave to ſtate to the Court, 


the general Heads under which I ſhall rank their Evidence, 


and confine them to ſuch only, that have appeared to fall 


within the Compaſs of the preſent Enquiry, viz, — Whether 5 


any unneceffary Delay was made to, at, or from Gibraltar 
— Whether it was poſſible or expedient to land the inconft- 
derable Reinforcement, at St Philip's, under the Circum- 


ſtances of the Enemy's Precautions taken on Land, and the | 
immediate Approach of their ſuperior Fleet at Sea Whether 


I ſhewed any backwardneſs in coming to Action, or Was 
guilty of any criminal Miſconduct during it, and laſtly—Whe- 
ther an Attempt to re- attack the Enemy, after the Engagement, 


would have been prudent or even practicable, with any Pro» | 


ſpe& of Succeſs, conſidering the Condition of the Britiſb 
Fleet at that Time If any of theſe Points have already 


been cleared to the full Satisfaction of the Court, I e. 
9 Wa 
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wave troubling you with any further unneceſſary Proofs Ton- 


| cerning them, and confine myſelf to an Exculpation frofn 


ſuch Part of the Charge only, where any Doubt may ſtill 
remain, with en to the Rectitude of my Conduct. | 


The Cont: was again cleared, 5 FH, the Court SLY 
mouſly agreed the Priſoner be told, that they are willing to 
hear what Evidence he ſhall think neceſſary, and has ready to 
offer; but that they cannot declare whether they are or are 
not ſatisfied in any Points, till the whole Evidence ſhall be 
cloſed, and they ſhall have conſidered the ame. 
The Court being then again opened, and their Reſolution 
Ser? the Priſoner ſaid, he muſt deſire to examine ſome 
men S 


Ls 


Captain Arthur Gardiner « again clledi in, and 22 


Fel 7 Poiſines aſted,) 

Q Was-any unneceflary Delay nods by the Admir al be- 
tween England and A at en or between Gi- 
braltar and Mahon ? © 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Do you remember on the 19th ol May the Fleet with 


| the Frigates ahead ſtanding towards St. OR Cattle, with 


light Airs of Wind and Calms "of 
A; Ido. | 
Q. Did you obſerve that the Caſtle was beſieged and 5255 


ypou by the Enemy | ? 
A I did. 


Q. Did there dais to you _ Probability of Ry able 


to land any Body of Men 


A. There did not. 

Q. Had it been practicable, do you | apprehend it would 
have been prudent to have landed Men, and weakened his 
Majeſty's Fleet, when the Enemy's Fleet was in Sight! d 


A. I think it would not. 
Q. Do you apprehend that it would have been proper for 


the Admiral to have left any of the Frigates when he bore 


away for the Enemy, to attempt opening a Communication 
with the Caſtle, and by that Means have leſſened his Force, 


and deprived the Fleet of the Uſe of any of the Ships, or the 


Men, upon the Brink of coming to Action? 


A. As I have already deſired to be excuſed giving my Opi- | 
nion in 1 Tg chat are not Facts, ſo I now do again. 


8 3 Q. Was 
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Q. Was it not about three Quarters after an that our SF c 
aa headed the Enemy's Van ? | 
A. As near as I recolle&, it was. | 

Q. Was it not about One, that the Ships that had chaſed f 
in the Morning, the Captain, Depance, and Toons Loviſa f 
were got in their Stations? N 
A. I think it was, but cannot ſpeak poſitively to „ i 

Q. Did not the Fleet keep from the Wind, nearly upon the 
Beam, upon heading the En nemy, and continue 5 do ſa till! 
the Time of Tacking ? ? * 
A. At the Times I obſerved, the Was 3 1 e of 
Q. Was not our Van fretched Ac the Ane 8 Rear j 
before Tacking? + -+ E 1 
A. It was. | 

Q. Was not the Fleet i in a Line of Battle ahead, with the 
Wind nearly upon the Beam, after Tacking ? | | 
A. As near as I recollect, it was ſoon afterwards, | 

Q. If the Leading. Ship had ſteered with the Enemy's | 
Leading Ship immediately after Tacking, do not you appre- | 
hend that the Fleet could have been brought to Action by a | 

| flanting Courſe, witout being _—__ to bear 19 85 down up f 
1 the Enemy? | | 
0 A imagine ſoo -v | 
i Qi. Do not you apprehend that the Leading Ship ſhould | 
have ſteered with the Enemy's: Leading Ships without wait- | 
ing for any Signal, N to the IA Article « of | 
the fighting Inſtructions? 4 | 

A. The Inſtructions dire them ſo to 1 | 

Q. Did not the Leading Ship continue under Sail, with | 

the Wind nearly upon the Beam, after tacking, until the 
10 Admiral made the Signal for leading to Starboard ? Eto 
4 A. I knew nothing to the contrary, as I could not ſee her. | 
k Q. Did not the Admiral expreſs Diſſatisfaction at the De- 
.— the Leading Ship not bearing away and ſteering with 
the Enemy's Leading Ship, ſoon after the Tn was on the 
Larboard 'Tack? YE: | 
A. He did. 

Qi. Did not the Admiral: a waiting FIRE time with great 
Impatience, and obſerviig that the Leading Ship did not 
bear away with the — s Leading Ship, order the Signal 
to be made to lead a Point to Starboard, with one Gun, anc 
ſoon after fire another Gun? 

A. Lado not recollect the Sons of Time, but I know the 


Signal was made and 5 Q ö 0 


ur 
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Q. Did not the Admiral, ſoon after the Signal for leading 
to ſtarboard, ſay that he apprehended Captain Andrews did 
not underſtand the Meaning of the nineteenth Article of- the 
jehting Inſtructions, and that the Signal to engage muſt be 
the only Step that would ſhew him plainer what he was to do? 

A. I do not recollect any thing paſſing relating to Captain 
Andrews ; but the Admiral did ſay to Lord Nobert Bertie, 
that, according to Diſcipline, he ſhonld not make the Signal 
ſo ſoon, but that he would venture at it, as he thought” our. 
Van was near within Gun-ſhot' of the French, and that it 
would direct all the Ships to engage properly. 8 

QD Did not the Admiral make the Signal to engage about | 
twenty Minutes after two ? 

A. He did. | 

Q. Did not the Admiral, e e after the Signal to 
engage, ſteer down under Top-ſails and Fore-ſail, upon the 
Dnemyp ? | 


A. For a ſhort ſpace. e 
Q. Was not the Signal for the Line of Battle ahead © out, 


when the Admiral was ſteering down upon the Enemy; and 
were not the Ships, next ahead of him, in a Line with him, 


ſoon after the Signal to engage ? 
A. Ina few Wenden 785 as I have already informed 


the Court. 


Q. If the Rear Diviſion had put before the Wind, when 
the Signal was made to engage, do not you apprehend that 
the greateſt Part of them muſt have fallen aſtern of the Ene- 
my, and been excluded from the Action? 

A. If they had put right before the Wind, Yes, 

Qt. Did not the Enemy appear to you, When the Fleet 
was going down upon them, to have ſteerage-way, as they 


W preſerved a ſtrait Line of Battle, without coming to or fall- 


ing off? 

A. They ſeemed to me to preſerve a | ſtrait Line. 

Qs it not. generally ſuppoſed that Ships muſt go one 
Knot to have ſteerage- way; but can it be aſcertained whe- 
ther the Enemy had not more upon this Occaſion ? | 

A. I refer that to the Judgment of the Court. 


Q. If the Enemy had Head-way, was not a ſlanting Courſe 


down upon them proper to come to Action, as the Rear Di- 
viſion was abaft W Beam, provided the Enemy had not 
bore away? | | 

A. I thought ſo. 


Q Do you not apprehend that a Line of Battle is the 
S 4 ſtrongeſt 
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ſtron veſt offenſive or defenſive Form that Ships can be ranged vt 
in, to mutually aſſiſt and fupport each other? nir 
A. 1 do. ſoon 
Q. When an Enemy” s Fleet of ſuperior, equal, or nearly A 
equal Force is ranged in a Line of Battle, do not you appre. WM Q 
hend it imprudent, contrary to Diſcipline, and dangerous ty WM fne 
attack them in any other Form than that of a Line of Battle? WM until 
A. It being Matter of Opinion, I refer it to the better WM tim 
Judgment of the Court. = 4 
Q. As the Enemy were lying with their Main- -top-ſaik = Q 
ſquare, waiting the Attack, and in a Line of Battle, do not WM br 
you apprehend that it would have been improper for the Ad. WM it 
miral to haul down the Signal for the Line of Battle, keep- F tt 
ing up the AY to engage, that the Ships n come ura 

| Jooner to Action? A 
A. It likewiſe being Matter of Opinion, I refer it to the | Q 
Court. | wor 
A. Did not the Enemy begin to fire, as the F leet was g0- been 

ing down, at about half an Hour after two? been 
A. The Van of the Enemy did. ee 

A. Did not the Enemy's Shot, when they e to * : A 
about half an Hour after two, fall ſhort in generals? on 
A. I do not recollect, but the Rear did when they began, 0 

Q. Did not the Enemy s Shot, ſoon after they began to out: 
fre, reach the Ramillies? _ 7 
A. The third Broadſide from the third irren ne 

Q. As the Enemy appeared to wait, and not decline Ac- . A 
tion, do you apprehend it was Fee to riſque Diſorder, by Wl Q 
crouding fail ? Noce 
A. A Matter of Opinion, which, 4071 obſerv'd before, lies WM in 
with the Admiral. = 4 
Did not the Admiral receive the Enemy" s Fire for MI Q 

ſome time, without returning it ? Ven 
A. He did. I pute 
Q Did not the Admiral, while he was going 3 de- unn 
clare his Intentions to engage. the Chef d'Eſcadre, the third WM 4 
Ship from the Enemy” s Rear ? = Q 


A. He did. | + 
Q. Did not the Admiral, when the Enemy* 8 Shot were | 
paſſing over the Ramillzes, Aae that he did not intend to 


fire till he got cloſe down to the Enemy? _ - | 
A. He faid, that he did not mean to waſte his Shot, as WM ike 
the Enemy did. = £ 
app 


2 Was not the beginning to fire owing 10 the [copatence | 
YN Ol | 


W Mt a. A. 
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the Seamen on board the Ramillies; and did not the Ad- 


niral expreſs his Diſſatisfaction at their beginning to fire ſo 
bon, when the Ramillies began to fire a little before three? 
A. It was; and he did. 


Did not the Admiral continue going down upon "RR 


Fremy, after he began to fire, without Alteration of Courſe, 
until the Ships that backed cloſe under his Lee-bow * 
tim to lay his Top-ſails aback ? 

A. He did, and no Alteration that TI can recollect. 


Do not you apprehend that the Ramillies would have 


keen cloſe down to the Enemy in a ſhort ſpace of Time, 
with the Sail ſhe had then ſet, and the Courſe ſhe ſteered, 
f the Enemy had continued in their Poſition, and the Ad- 
niral bad not been obliged to back ? 

A. I imagine fo. 

Ulf the Admiral had a ide of Sail ſet in going Aw 
mon the Enemy, do not you apprehend there would have 


deen much more Danger, as in all Probability he muſt have 


been on board the Ships upon his Lee-bow before he could 
have ſhortened Sail or backed? 


A. It being Matter of Opinion, I deſire Leave to refer it 


t) the Court. 

. If the Admiral, — his Diviſion, was under fail, 4 
not you apprehend that it was neceſſary for every Ship of his 
Diviſion to continue under fail, to preſerve her Station in the 
Line ? 

A. I refer it to the Court likewiſe. 


Q Do not you apprehend that it is the Admirals Province 
o conduct the Fleet down to Action, not the ſingle Ship 
done on board which his Flag is hoiſted ? 


A. When the Signal for the Line is out, to be ſure. 

Q. Did not the Admiral, upon laying aback, make the 
vonal to brace to, the Rear to brace to firſt, about ten Mi- 
putes or a Quarter after three, to prevent the Ships aſtern 
unning on board of him? 

A. He did. | 

Was not the Admiral very ſolicitous to have the Sig- 
mal to fill made as ſoon as poſſible after the Signal to brace 
lo, to prevent any Ships ahead of him, not brought to be- 
bore, from bringing to? | 
» 250 was, but I do not recollect the Expreſſions he made 
ule off. 

Q. Was not the Signal to fill and ſtand on made, as you 
Wehen, as ſoon as Poſſible after the Signal 1 to brace to? ; 

| | A 
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A. Irecollect perfectly i it was. 


Q. Was not the Signal for the Rear to make fail and cloſe | 
the Line, made very ſoon after the Signal to fill and ſtand on? f 


A. It was. 


QQ. Did not the Admiral, as ſoon as he could perceive the | 
Cauſe of the Stop, make the moſt Expedition to apply the | 
Remedy, and make the neceſſary Signals to ſet the Ships in 


Motion as ſoon as could be? 
A. I thought he did. 


As ſoon as the Smoak was cleared away, and that the | 
Admiral could fee the Situation of the Enemy, were not ot they | 


then under fail ? 
A. They were. 


Q. Did not the Admiral, when he was caſt clear of the | 


Ships brought to ahead of him, fill and ſet his Fore-fail ? 


A, After the Signal was made for the F leet to fill and 


ſtand on. 


Q. Did not the Admiral, aids he had hailed the Louiſe | 
and Trident to make fail, immediately ſet his Main-fail, Ji q 


and Stay-ſails ? 
A. He did. 


Q. Did not you obſerve that the Enemy very much out- 
ſailed us under their Fore-ſails and Top-ſails, after the Ad- 


miral had ſet his Courſes, Top. fails, Jib, and Stay-fails? 
A. I obſerved, they rather drew from us. 
Q. Did not the Admiral, when he obſerved that the Ene- 


my out-failed us, expreſs Concern, that he had not a few | 
more * to enable him to make the general Signal | to 


Chaſe ? 


A. He did, 
Q. As the Enemy out-ſailed us, TO ing the Admiral 


had crouded all the Sail he could, from the Time the Signal 


was made to engage, do you apprehend he could have come 


to a cloſer Action, if the Enemy had likewiſe made fail to 


avoid it? 
A. It being Matter of Opinion, I refer it to the Court. 


Do you not apprehend, as the Enemy out: ſailed us, 
that they had it in their Power to make fail away in the 
Order of Battle, at any Time, without our being able to 
force them to Action? 

A. I apprehend it Matter of Opinion. 
Q. As the Admiral of the Fleet continued ſtanding down 
upon the Enemy, muſt not coming to a general and cloſe 


Engagement depend upon the Enemy, as they out-ſailed us 
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A I look upon that as Matter of Opinion likewiſe. 
zeſtion repeated. 
A. I look upon it as Opinion. 

, Did not the Enemy's Centre and Rear edge away as 
they firetched ahead ; and did they not appear to be at too 
great a Diſtance to do any conſiderable Damage to our Van, 
is they paſſed them? 

A. I thought ſo. 

Did not the Van continue under ſail, upon or nearly 
won a Wind, when the Enemy was going away; and did 
| not the Admiral and his Diviſion cloſe the Van as ſoon as 


the Signal and made fail ? 

A. 1 think ſo ; and he did, | 

Q. Did not the whole of the Rear Diviſion, when they 
made ſail, paſs between the Intrepide and the Enemy? 

A. Thoſe that I obſerved did. 

Q. Do not you apprehend that an Admiral's Ship croud- 
ing Sail in a Line of Battle muft endanger Diſorder ? 

A. According to the Circumſtances. 

Do you apprehend it proper or neceſſary to croud, 


ſed to decline Action? 

A. A Matter of Opinion that * with the Adwirel 

Q Do not you apprehend that Top- gallant-ſails muſt ob- 
truct the making of many Signals, or their being ſeen when 
they are made ? 

A. I look upon that as Matter of Opinion likewiſe. 

Q. When the Enemy's Centre and Rear paſſed our Van, 
did they not appear to be at a conſiderable Diſtance from our 
Van, and going off? 

A. I have ſaid I thought ſo. 

id not our Van, at that Time, appear unfit to pur- 
ſue them ? | 

A. Some of hin did. 

Do you apprehend that the Fleet, ann Action, was 
at any Time:in a Condition fit to attack or engage the Ene- 
my again, before the Council of War held on board the Ra- 
millies off Minorca ? 

A. I did not. 


4 none of their Ships appeared to be unfit for Action, do not 
jou apprehend they would have had a very conſiderable Ad- 
Vantage over us? 


ey poſſibly could, when the Ships ahead of bim obeyed 


vhen an Enemy appears to wait the Attack, and not diſpo- : 


Q If the Enemy had attacked us after the Engagement, 


A. 1 
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A. IT apprehend they would have had an Advantage oveſi 0 
us. | 


Court aſſed ( Prifonert s Queſtions. 5 % 

Q Was you near the Admiral's Perſon before and during | 
the Time of Action, and did you obſerve his Behaviour? 
A. I was. 
Did you perceive any Backwardneſs in the Admin 


during the Action, or any Marks of Fear or Conſuſioſ 1 
either trom his Countenance or Behaviour? u! 
A. I did not. =. 
QQ. Did the Admiral give his Orders with Calmneſs, 2 (ur 
as quick as the Nature of Things would admit; or did h& den 
appear confuſed in giving his Orders ? 0 
A. He ſeemed to me to give his Orders clearly and explig "a 
citl 
G. Did the Waise appear ſolicitous to engage the Ene * 
my, and to aſſiſt his Majeſty's Ships that were engaged with e 
the Enemy ? be 
A. I think he did. | cone 
Q Did you, on or after the Dey of Action, hear an 94 
Murmuring or Diſcontent among the Officers or Men be Q 
long to the Ramillies, on any n that the Au bre 
had not done his Duty ? | bad 
A. I did not. " IT 
Q After you had weathered the Enemy on the 20th, and brly 
had your Larboard 'Tacks on Board, what fail was you unde (ch 
till the firſt dignal was made to lead large, the firſt Gun; I Ic . 
did you lye to any Part of the Time ? 450 I 
A. I do not particularly recollect.— I know we did ye reli 
to, with the Main-top-ſails aback, between our T ackingf [ny 
and the Signal being made to engage; but 10 cannot be cer Q 
tain as to the Time. ne 
Q. Can you recollect how long, and aka: was the Occa- 1 
on of it? bad o 
A. It was for a ſhort Time, and I 1 imagine from the Vans Rear 
Wot leading away, as the Admiral intended. _ M7 
Q. Did you brace to by Signal, or otherwiſe ? A 4 
A. Not by Signal. | AF Q 
Q. After you * the Frencb Fleet that Morning, did jou A. 


ſhorten any fail before you tacked upon the Larboard Tach, Q. 


and for how long, and what was the Occaſion of it! . 
A. I think for a very ſhort Space, for the Culloden and W 4.01 
Kingfton to get into their Stations. 5 ber I 


= Q. From olle 
* Holbourtn | 
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ove o. From the Time of hauling up your Fore-fail and back- 
Wc your Topſails, when the Trident was ſaid to be upon your 


Bow, how long was it, in the whole, before you made 
10 again * LF | 
W 4. About a Quarter of an Hour. a: 
WW 0. [think you ſaid formerly that you heard Lord Robert 
niralh rte tell the Admiral there was a Ship upon the Lee-Bow 


lou. Was you near the Admiral, or Lord Robert, and did 


wu look for her yourſelf? 


wn, as I was near him. | 


wre than a Knot, when they lay with their Main-top-fails to 
te Maſt ; you have referred in your Anſwer to the Judg- 
nent of the Court; From the Poſition of the two Squadrons 
x that Time, did it not become neceſſary, that the faſter 
te Enemy forereached, the more Sail our Rear muſt make to 
ome to Action with them? i : 

A. I gave my Opinion to make Sail. 


rah one uneaſineſs at Captain Andrews not ſeeming to under- 
bad the nineteenth Article of the fighting Inſtructions. Do 
nt you underſtand that Article to relate to our Van particu- 
er when the two Fleets are in a parallel Line of Battle to 


kach other? | | 
if the 
Word For were inſtead of the Word With, he would, I ap- 


A. Tapprehended it in the Situation we were in 


'J nehend, have ſteered directly for the Van Ship of the Ene- 
m. „ | ns - 
"WM Q. As the nineteenth Article expreſſes to ſteer with the 


n of the Enemy, if the Leading Ship had done ſo, in the 
dlque Line we were in with the Enemy, and every Ship 
lad obſerved it the ſame, would it not have prevented our 
Rear coming to Action at all, at leaſt within a proper Diſ- 
lance 2 | 

A. Rear and Van too. : 

Q. Did you ſee the Trident juſt before the Ramillies fired? 
A. Some little Time before. 
'Y Q What Poſition was ſhe then in? 5 
4 A. The Princeſs Loviſa was with her Top: ſails ſhaking, 

F firown up into the Wind; and ſhe was paſſing her under 

r Lee- quarter. | 


1 Q What Poſition was the Trident then in, with Regard 


tothe Ramillies 2 . 
, ; / S Dior, | A. Upon 


I did not. I believe Lord Robert came out of the 
Qurter Gallery; and very ſoon after, the Admiral ſent me 


Lou have been aſked whether the Enemy might not go 


Q. You have been asked if the Admiral did not expreſs 
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A. Upon her Weather Bow, her Larboard Bow; 4 ven 
little open ſhe ſeemed to be. 

Q. As the Ramillies Guns began to "IR without Orders 
and as it was not thought neceſſary to ſtop them, could no# 
ſuch Precautions have been taken, if they had been taken 
immediately upon the Firing, to have rendered it umpoſliblaſ 
for the Trident to have got under her Lee-Bow ? 

A. I ſuppoſe it might have been poſſible ; ; but ſhe could | 
not be ſeen after firing began. ö 

Q. When Lord Robert Bertie informed the Admiral he 
was under the Lee-Bow, do you know of any Sea Office 
that ſaw the Trident, before they took the Method that was 
taken to get clear of her ? 

A. No, there was no body in the Ship, that I know of 
that knew whether it was a Friend or an Enemy; for the 
Admiral ſent me down, to order them to ceaſe Firing, tl 
they could diſtinguiſh the French Colours. 

C). If it had been an Enemy, did not backing your Top! 
fails prevent your coming along ſide of her ? 8 

A. This to me is all Matter of Opinion I ſuppoſe 
the Admiral faw her ; but I went down immediately, and 
know nothing of the Tranſactions. 

Q. When you heard Lord Robert Bertie tell the Admiralf 
there was a Ship under your Lee-Bow, was the Ramilliet 
then nearer the Wind than ſhe had been juſt before? 

A. I do not recollect that ſhe was. 

Q.* You ſaid in your former Evidence, after the Ramillidl 
was paid to Leeward of the Trident, it was a Quarter of anf 
Hour before the Ramillies made Sail; What was the Cauleſ 
of lying to that Quarter of an Hour ? 

A. I meant, from our firſt beginning to back. 

Q.+ You have ſaid, that as ſoon as the Admiral could per- 
ceive the Cauſe of the Stop made to the Ramillies, he wal! 
the neceſſary Steps to remove the Cauſe of that Stop; Did 
the Admiral, to the beſt of your Knowledge, before thatY 
time perceive any Stop made, or Separation of the Englih1 
Van from the Rear, occaſioned by the Intrepide's being di. | 
abled ſo as not to continue cloſed with the Captain? 

A. I did not, and I believe he did not. | A c. 

(Priſoner aſked) | by 

Q. As you have ſaid we lay with the Main-top-ſail o ea 


the Maſt 2 ſhort a Time as you have acquainted the Court, 1 

and without Signal, might it not be to let the oy ahead of 

me get into their Stations? 1 4 
.. 1 b 


A. It might. | | 2 I . 
| * Holbourns Since. 


ä „ 
It being after Four o Cloct, the Court adjourned, till 
 To-Morrow Morning Nine o Clock, 


Wedneſday, January 19th, 1756. 


Court met according to Adjournment. 

Priſoner brought in, and Audience admitted. 

The Priſoner delivered in a Paper, which was read 8s follows. 

AsI find the Court has left me very little that ſeems ne- 
eſſary to explain farther by Witneſſes, I ſhall not call any 
more than my Secretary who was quartered by me. 

And as it is impoſſible for me to digeſt and diſcuſs the Mi- 
rutes of the Examination in the ſhort Space of Time, ſince 
the Cloſe of the Evidence; I ſhall rely entirely upon the 
Candour of the Court, and give no farther Trouble. 


Mr. George Lawrance, Secretary to Admiral Byng,, 
= 5 ſworn. 


. (Priſoner aſked) 

Q. Where was you quartered ? 

A. Upon the Quarter Deck of the Ramillies. 

Q. Do you remember the Admiral aſſigning any Reaſons 
for ſtanding paſt the Enemy's Rear, before Tacking on the 
20th of May? — 5 5 

A. I very well remember, when our Van had got the 
Length of the Enemy's Rear, I ſaw the Admiral peruſe the 
ſerenteenth Article of the fighting Inſtructions; I took the 
Liberty of obſerving to the Admiral that, agreeable to 
that Article, the Fleet ſhould tack ; The Admiral anſwered 
me, that he would ſtand rather beyond their Rear before he 


WW ticked, as it would give an Opportunity to every Ship to lead 


lanting down on the one ſhe was to engage, and they would 
not be ſo liable to be raked by the Enemy's Shot. 
Q. When the Fleet was on the Larboard Tack, did not 
the Admiral expreſs Diſſatisfaction at the Defiance, the Lead- 
ng Ship, not bearing away and ſteering with the Enemy's 
leading Ship, ſoon after the Fleet was on the Larboard Tack? 
A. Soon after our Fleet was about, I heard the Admiral 
lay to Captain Gardiner, he wondered the Defiance did not 
lead with the Enemy's Leading Ship, and could not think 
what Captain Andrews was about. 5 | ED 
. Did not the Admiral, after waiting ſome time with 
great impatience, and obſerving the Leading Ship did not 
bear away with the Enemy's Leading Ship, order the Sig: 
| = - na 
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nal to be made to lead a Point to Starboard with one Gun. 
and ſoon after fire another Gun? 25 | : 


A. The Admiral deſired me to look in the general Signals, 
to ſee if there was any Signal to direct her to lead down upon] 


the Enemy; but, upon finding there was no Signal for! 


that Purpoſe, he recollected that the fifth Article of the ad- 
ditional fighting Inſtructions directed the Leading Ship to lead! 
to Starboard, which he ſaid would anſwer the Purpoſe he in- 
tended, and accordingly ordered that Signal to be made, and! 
one Gun to be fired for leading one Point to Starboard, ſay- 
ing, he could not take upon him to direct the preciſe Num. 
ber of Points ſhe ſhould bear away, as it was impoſlible for 
him to judge how the Enemy's Leading Ship bore of the De- 
ance, 8 2 = 
# Q. Did not the Admiral, while he was going down, de- 
clare his Intentions to engage the Chef D' Eſcadre, the third] 
Ship from the Enemy's Rear? os =_ 
A. TI heard the Admiral give Directions, I think to the Ma- 
ſter, to keep the Ramillies for that Ship, as it was the one he 
intended to engage. 35 ] 
Q. Did not you hear the Admiral, when the Enemy's F 
Shot were paſſing over the Ramillies, thro” her Sails and 
Rigging, and hulling her, declare that he did not intend io 
fire till he got cloſe down to the Enemy? | | 
A. When the Enemy's Shot were paſling over the Ramil- 
lies, ſome of which went thro” her Sails and ſtruck her Rig- 
ging, ſome of the People upon the upper Deck ſaid that the 
Enemy fired very ſmartly upon us; The Admiral replied, | 
let them fire, I do not intend firing a Gun until get as 
near them as poſſible, | - | J 
Q. Was not the Admiral very ſollicitous to have the 
Signal to fill, made as ſoon as poſſible after the Signal to | 
brace to, to prevent any Ships ahead of him, not brought 


to before, from bringing to ? = 125 
A. The Admiral was very uneaſy till the Signal was made 
for the Van of the Fleet to fill and ſtand on, leſt they ſhould | 


bring to in Conſequence of the Signal that had been before 
made, which was the Signal for the Rear of the Fleet to 
brace to. | ; | | | 3 
Q. Was not the Signal for the Rear to make ſail and cloſe 
the Line, made very ſoon after the Signal to fill and ſtand on? 
A. It was made in a very few Minutes after. 
Q. Did not you obſerve that the Enemy very much out. 
ſailed us under Foreſails and 'Topſails, after the Admiral had 
let his Courſes, Topſails, Jib, and Stayſails? 41 
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A. It was very evident they much outſailed us, for we gain- 
& nothing upon them after we had ſet our Mainſail, Jib, and 
Stayſails. 5 
| 2 Did they not ſeem to you to go from us conſiderably ? 

4. I thought they did go from us. 

9. Did not you hear the Admiral, when he obſerved the 
Enemy outſailed us, expreſs concern that he had not a few more 
Ships to enable him to make the general Signal to chace ? 

J. I heard the Admiral ſay to Captain Gardiner, that he 
was ſorry he had not more Ships to enable him to make the 


keneral Signal to chace ? 


Did not the Enemy's Centre and Rear edge away, as 
they ſtretched ahead, and did they not appear to be at too great 
z Diſtance to do any conſiderable Damage to our Van, as they 

aſſed? VVV ö; | 
4 They edged away, as they ſtretched ahead, and I 
thought the Shot fell ſhort on both Sides, both from our Ships 
nd theirs. ; . BY | 

9. Did not you hear the Admiral propoſe ſetting Top-Gal- 
ant-Sails, and was it not obſerved to him how uſeleſs and un- 
receſſary ſetting them at that time was? 

4. The Admiral, on obſerving the French Ships to go from 
u, propoſed to Captain Gardiner ſetting the Top-Gallant- 
dls; Captain Gardiner replied, he thought ſetting the Top- 
Gallant-Sails would be very uſeleſs, as the Enemy went from 
u, and we joined our Van very faſt with the Sail we had 


(ut, | 
Court aſked (Priſoner's Queſtion) . 

9. Did you, on _ Day 8 hear any Mur- 
nuring or Dire among the Officers or Men belonging to 
te Ramillies, upon any Suppoſition that the Admiral had not 
(ne his Duty? | | | | 5 

A. I never heard Officer or common Man on board the 
kamillies ſpeak the leaſt diſreſpectful Word of the Admiral. 

The Priſoner declaring he had nothing further to offer, the 


Witneſs withdrew, and the Court was cleared. 


The Court agreed to have all the Evidence, and the Pri- 


bner's Defence, read; and part of the Evidence was read 
WJ iccordingly. . | | | 


At balf paſt Three, the Court adjourned till To-morrow Morn- 
mr, 9 O'Clock. N . 5 


T _ THURS 


1 1 
T H UR 5D 42. the 20th of Janvary, 17975 


un 
The Court met according to Adjournment. A farther Prod | 
greſs was made in the reading of the Evidence. I » 
At half paſt Three, the Court e zill To-morrow Main 7 
9 Clock. Tis 
FRIDA Z, the 21ſt of JANUARY. 120 

The Court met according to Adjournment, and went thro | 
the reading of the Evidence, and the Priſoner's Defence. . | 
And then it being near Four o Clock, they W till Ten Hh | 
row Morning Nine Clock, . 0 
SATURDAY, the 22d of January, 4 
The Court met according to Adjournment, and continue * | 
ſitting *till Five o'Clock ; 4 lun 
When they adjourned 7107 Monday Morning Nine oCleck. 3 
MONDAY, the 24th of JANUARY. : 2 
- in 
The Court met according to Adjournment, ſat till near 15 
Six; laat 
And then adjourned till To-morrow Morning Nine vc : . 
ban: 
TUESDAY, the 25th of JaNuaRY. 7 0 
= The Court met according to Adjournment, fat till narf abo 
ive; Ga 

In ben they adjourned till To-morrow Morning Nine ch. q 

Je 
ED NMES DA, the 26th of January. : 5 
3g ( 


The Court met according to Adjournment, continued ſiting 3 
till near Five; 55 
Then adjourned till To-morrow Morning Nine Clock. Ad. 

The Court, during the Courſe of their ſitting, the four laſt I gat 
mentioned Days, came to the following 36 Reſolutions. pra 


i 4 

Unanimouſly. It does not appear, That any unneceſſary De- me 
lay was made by Admiral Byng, in the Proceedings of the 
Squadron under his Command, from the Time of their 
ſailing from St. Helen's on the 6th of April, to the Time of | 


their Arrival off Minorca on the 19th of May. ; 
Unanimouſy: | | 
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* 


aan moſſy. It appears, That upon the Fleet's getting Sight 


of Minorca, on the Morning of the 19th of May, the Ad- 


Dilphin) ahead, with Orders to Captain Hervey of the 


Lieutenant General Blakeney, and to make Obſervations of 


along the Shore. 


Lair of Mahon, and were endeavouring to execute thoſe 
Orders, till they were called off between Eleven and Twelve 
o'Clock, by Signal from the Admiral, upon Diſcovery of 
the French Fleet in the South Eaſt Quarter. 


N lunimouſly. It appears, that the Fleet ſtood towards the 
ie Winds till they tackt in the Evening. 
FE iirimov/ly. The Court are of Opinion, that the Admiral 


land towards them. 
8 lunimouſly. It appears, that Major General Stuart, Lord 


Figbam, and Colonel Cornwallis, with about Thirty 

Offers, and ſome Recruits, amounting in the whole to 
ar about One hundred, belonging to the different Regiments in 
© Garriſon at Sz. Philip's, were on board Ships of the Squadron. 
A. | . "0 | 

I! Teas, for all the Officers. : The Court are of Opinion, 

„% the General and 1 That as ſo great a Number of 
HH Offcers only. Officers were on board the Fleet, 
84 | + belonging to the Garriſon of St. 

Philip's, where they muſt neceſſarily be much wanted, the 

F Admiral ought to have put them on board one of the Fri- 
aſt Y cates he ſent ahead, in order to have been landed, if found 


practicable; and if not landed before he ſaw the French Fleet, 
NY he ought to have left the Frigate to have endeavoured to land 
© Þ them, notwithſtanding he did ſee the Enemy's Fleet. 


of | | | T 4: | 8. Una- 


miral detached three Frigates (the Phenix, 72. I: and 
1 Phenix, to endeavour to land a Letter from the Admiral to 


what Batteries or Forts the Enemy might be poſſeſſed of 


5 E 3. 5 1 
F banimouſiy. It appears, That thoſe Frigates were got ahead 
of the Fleet, and in Shore, and the Phe&nix cloſe to the 


Enemy the remaining Part of the Day, with Calms and 


proceeded properly, upon Diſcovery of the French Fleet, to 
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| Unanimouſly, It appears, That from the Time of firſt ſeeind 
the French Fleet in the Morning of the 19th of May, til 
our Fleet Weathered the French about Noon of the 20th, 
the Admiral took proper Meaſures to gain and keep the 
Wind of the Enemy, and to form and cloſe the Line of 
Battle. N . 125 


9. : | - 
nanimouſly. It appears, That the Van of our Fleet upon 
the Starboard Tack, ſtretched beyond the Rear of the Ene 

my's Fleet, and that our whole Fleet then tackt all to 
gether, by Signal; the Enemy's Fleet lying at the ſam 
Time to Leeward, in a Line of Battle ahead, on the Lag 


board Tack, under their Topſails, with their Maintopſaih , 
ſquare. 66 . 
10. 1 . 
Unanimouſly. It appears, That immediately after our Fe. 
was about upon the Larboard Tack, our Rear was con Un 
derably farther to Windward of the Enemy's Rear, than 8 
our Van was of their Van. dl 
= 1 „ 11 85 rn 
Unanimouſly. The Court are of Opinion, That when thi 0 
Britiſh Fleet on the Starboard Tack were ſtretched abreaſ q 8 
or about the Beam of the Enemy's Line, the Admin ” 
ſhould have tacked the Fleet all together, and 1immedatelf L 
have conducted it on a direct Courſe for the Enemy; th 
Van ſteering for the Enemy's Van, the Rear for thelf Par 
Rear, each Ship for her oppoſite Ship in the Enemy's Ling toy 
and under ſuch a Sail as might have enabled the World m. 
failing Ship, under all her Plain Sail, to preſerve her Sta = 
tion. 5 3 . | Þo 
Unanimouſly. It appears, That ſoon after the Fleet well - 
upon the Larboard Tack, the Admiral made Signals ia 8. 
leading two Points to Starboard, which brought the Wink ©* 
upon or abaft the Beam; and the Ships continued th 3 
Courſe, nearly ahead of each other, till the Admiral mad : 
the Signal for Battle. | 1 | * 
3 Eo 
Unanimouſly. It appears, that the Admiral made the Sign 2 
tor Battle about Twenty Minutes after Two o'clock. | 


14. Und 


En 


= 

12 

9 
„ 


7 


. % 


made for Battle, the French Fleet were till lying to Lee- 
ward, with their Maintopſails ſquare, as before mentioned, 
and that our Van was conſiderably nearer to their Van than 
our Rear was to their Rear. Os „„ 


"YN [ranimoufly. It appears, That upon the Signal being made 
bor Battle, the Ships of our Van Diviſion bore down pro- 
wot perly for the Ships oppoſed to them in the Enemy's Line, 
Ene and engaged them, till the five headmoſt Ships of the Ene- 
I my went away to Leeward, out of Gun Shot. 

„„ * 


about ten Minutes or a Quarter of an Hour, loſt her Fore- 
topmaſt, a little before Three o'Clock. 


Ship of the Rear Diviſion, bore down (after the Ships of 
the Van bore down) for the Ship oppoſed to her in the E- 
nemy's Line, and that ſhe brought up upon the Weather 
Quarter of the Intrepide, upon the Intrepide's Foretopmaſt 


going away; and that ſhe quickly afterwards, upon the In- 


Lee Quarter, and brought up there. 


ll rnimouſly. It appears, That upon the Signal being made 
por Battle, and the Van putting before the Wind, the Ad- 
miral in the Ramillies edged away ſome Points, and the 
= Trident and Princeſs Louiſa thereby becoming to Wind- 
ward of him, the Admiral thereupon hauled up his 
Y forefail, backed his Mizentopſail, and endeavoured to 
back his Maintopſail, to allow of their getting into their 
Stations, and continued in that Situation for Five, Six, or 
Seven Minutes. | 


1 85 1 | 
; Unanimouſly. It is the Opinion of the Court, That the Ad- 
miral, after the Signal was made for Battle, ſeparated the 
Rear from the Van Diviſion, and retarded the Rear Divi- 
fon of the Britiſh Fleet from cloſing with and engaging the 
Enemy, by his Shortening Sail, by hauling up his Foreſail, 
backing his EE backing or attempting to * 
| 3 | 5 


Y | ; 14. —_— Gs * | 
I Unanimouſly. It appears, That at the Time the Signal was 


4 Uunimouſly. It appears, That the Sternmoſt Ship of our 
| Van Diviſion, the Intrepide, having hauled up, and engaged 


Unnimouſly. It appears, That the Revenge, the Headmoſt 


irepide's ſetting her Foreſail, bore down under the Intrepide's 
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his Maintopſail, in order that the Trident and Prince c 
Louiſa might get ahead again of the Ramillies... _—_— 


20. / 

e ee It is the Opinion of the Court, That inſtead Un! 
of Shortening Sail, the Admiral ought to have made the i 
Trident's and Princeſs Louiſa's Signals to make more Sail 0 
and that he ought alſo to have ſet ſo much Sail himſelf a 
would have enabled the Culloden (the worſt failing Ship il b. 
his Diviſion) to have kept her Station with all her Plain da ! 


ſet, in order to have got down with as much Expedition a i 
poſſible to the Enemy, and thereby have properly fuppor r 
the Van Diviſion. = 

21. 1 Un, 


Unanimouſly It appears, That the Admiral, after Shonen ; 
ing Sail as beforementioned, again ſet his Foreſail, and 
filled his Topſails, and ſteered with the Wind abaft tt 
Beam a flanting Courſe towards the Enemy, under that 
Sail, till about three o'clock, when the People in the x 
millics began to fire without Orders, at · oo great a Diſtance i 

for engaging; but the Firing was contented w wal Admi 
ral's Directions. | We | Un, 


22. ES Ai 
Unanimouſly. It appears, that ſome little Time before ti c 
Firing began in the Ramillies, the Princeſs Louiſa was ſeenl 
from the Ramillies flung up in the Wind, with her Top- U 
fails ſhaking, and the Trident paſſing her to Leeward, the 
Trident being then a little upon the Weather Bow of th W t 
' Ramillies; and that the Revenge had been alſo ſeen to bring 
to under the Intrepide” s Lee Quarter. 1 


f Unanimouſly. It appears, T — when the Piring had been | 
continued a little while in the Ramillies, an Alarm was} 
given of a Ship being cloſe under her Lee Bow, imagined 
to be one of our Ships, and which proved to be the Tri- a 
. | dent. That upon this Alarm, the Admiral immediately oi- 
; dered the Helm to be put a Lee, the Foreſail hauled up, 
and the Topfails to be backed, and firing to ceaſe *till the Ur 
1 Men ſhould ſee French Colours, and made the Signal for M 
the Fleet to brace to, the Rear to brace to firſt, in order | 
1 that the Ships aſtern might not run on board him, but to | 
prevent this Signal taking Effect upon the Ships ahead, he 
| ordered it to be hauled down in a very few Minutes, "and 
| cau 


| [ 295] 5 
inc cauſed the Signal to be hoiſt for the Fleet to fill and ſland 
ca, % "2Þ9 EE 


le the ſeen, about the ſame time, with her Maintopfail ſhivering, 
Sail or aback, upon the Weather Bow of the Ramillies. 

elf 1 | 
up ii Unanimouſly. The Court _ of Opinion, that while the 
n dai Ramillies was firing, in going down, the Trident, and Ships 
on a immediately or ahead of the Ramillies, proved an Impedi- 
orted| ment to the Ramillies continuing to go down. [7 

= 26. 7 


acted wrong, in directing the Firing of the Ramillies to 


ten 
be continued, before he had placed her at a proper Diſtance 


and 

the from the Enemy; as he thereby not only threw away Shot 
tha uſeleſsly, but occaſioned a Smoke which prevented his ſeeing 
Rai the Motions of the Enemy, and the Poſition of the Ships 


N immediately ahead of the Ramillies. | | 

mts : a7. 
; Unanimouſly. It appears, That ſhortly after the hauling up 

4 of the Foreſail and backing the Topſails, all Firing ceaſed 

th on board the Ramillies. „ 

een 28. . 

op- Unanimouſly. It appears, That when the Smoke cleared up, 

upon the Ramillies ceaſing to fire, the Centre and Rear of 

the French Fleet had filled their Maintopſails and ſet their 


Foreſails. 


| 86 29. ; 

Unanimouſly. Tt appears, That the French Centre and Rear 
ſtood on, and as they came near the three then Sternmoſt 
Ships of our Van gave them their Fire; that ſome of 
their Shot fell ſhort, and ſome did the Defiance Damage; 
and then the French edged away to join their own Van to 


1 Leeward. 


We Ee 

e Cranimouſly. It appears, That from the Time the Admiral 

1 firſt hauled up his Foreſail and backed his Topſails, to 

get clear of the Trident, to the Time of his filling his 

Topſails and ſetting his Foreſail again, was about Twenty 
inutes. | 7 — — 


— 31. Unas 


nw —— ; 
ſtead Unanimouſly, It appears, That the Princeſs Louiſa was alſo 


Unanimouſly. The Court are of Opinion, That the Admiral 


* . CCC 
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| 31. Ba, | ; 
Unanimouſly. It appears, That about the Time of the Ad. 
miral's filling, he made the Signal for the Rear of the 


Fleet to make more Sail and cloſe the Line, cauſed the £ 


Princeſs Louiſa and Trident to be hailed to make Sail into 


their Stations, and then ſetting his Mainſail, Jib, and 


* 


| Deptford to take the Intrepide's Place in the Line, and the 
Cheſterfield to take Care of the Intrepide, and ſtanding on 
towards our Van, joined them a little after 5 Oo. Clock in 
the Evening. = | f 
3a. 4 
Unanimouſly. The Court are of Opinion, That after the o 
Ships which had received Damage in the Action, were as 
much refitted as Circumſtances would permit, the Admiral 
ought to have returned with the Squadron off St. Philip's, 
and have endeavoured to open a Communication with that 
Caſtle, and to have uſed every Means in his Power for its 
Relief, before he returned to Gibraltar. A 


Stayſails, paſſed to Leeward of the Intrepide; ordered the 


„ 
Unanimouſly. The Court are of Opinion, That Admiral 
Byng did not do his utmoſt to relieve St. Philip's Caſtle, in 


the Iſland of Minorca, then beſieged by the Forces of the 


French King. f 


Unanimouſly. The Court are of Opinion, That Admiral 


Byng, during the Engagement between His Majeſty's Fleet 
under his Command and the Fleet of the French King, on 


the 20th of May laſt, did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, 
and deſtroy the Ships of the French King, which it was his 


Duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch of his Majeſty's 
Ships as were engaged in Fight with the French Ships, 
which it was his Duty to have aſſiſted. ” | 


. 8 
Unanimouſly. It appears, by the Evidence of Lord Robert 
Bertie, Lieutenant Colonel Smith, Captain Gardiner, and 


by other Officers of the Ship who were near the Perſon of 
the Admiral, that they did not perceive any Backwardnels | 
in the Admiral during the Action, or any Marks of Fear or 
Confuſion, either from his Countenance or Behaviour, but 
that he ſeemed to give his Orders coolly and diſtinctly, and 


did not ſeem wanting in Perſonal Courage. 


36. Una- 
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: 15 f 36. e 
Ad. animouſty. Reſolved, That the Admiral appears to fall 
the under the following Part of the 12th Article of the Arti- 
the BY cles of War, to wit, or ſhall not do his utmoſt to take or 
to &ſtroy every Ship which it ſhall be his Duty to engage; 
d! and to aſſiſt and relieve all and every of his Majeſty's Ships 


A 


he YN vhich it ſhall be his Duty to aſſiſt and relieve. 

he 1 

u THURSDAY, the 27th of Janvary. 

1 The Court met according to Adjournment, and came to 
Fi IJ ic following farther Reſolution. 1 | 
al „ 5 oy; 

5, WM lurinouſly. Reſolved, As that Article poſitively preſcribes 
8 Death, without any Alternative left to the Diſcretion of 


the Court, under any Variation of Circumſtances, that he 
be adjudged to be ſhot to Death at ſuch Time, and on 
board ſuch Ship as the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty ſhall direct: But as it appears by the Evidence of 
Lord Robert Bertie, Lieutenant Colonel Smith, Captain 
Gardiner, and other Officers of the Ship who were near 
the Perſon of the Admiral, that they did not perceive any 
Backwardneſs in him during the Action, or any Marks of 
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al Fear or Confuſion, either from his Countenance or Beha- 
et viour, but that he ſeemed to give his Orders coolly and 
n Il - ditinaly, and did not ſeem wanting in Perſonal Courage, 
2, and from other Circumſtances, the Court do not believe 
is that his Miſconduct aroſe either from Cowardice or Diſ- 
's  affetion ; and do therefore unanimouſly think jt their Du- 
„ y moſt earneſtly to recommend him as a proper Object of 

Mercy. = 
: Iden the Sentence was drawn up, and ſigned, as follows; 
"y 


s FF AT a Court Martial aſſembled on board His Majeſty's 

r Hip the St. George in Portſmouth Harbour, upon the 28th of 
t Dæember 1756, and held every Day afterwards, Sundays ex- 
d A eted, till the 27th of January 1757, incluſive, | 


PR E- 
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Thomas Smith, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red, Preſiden et 
Francis Holbourn, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Red. Cir 


Harry Norris, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White. Fil 
Thomas Broderick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Blue. ct 
Capt. Charles Holmes, Capt. Francis Geary. ome 
William Boys. John Moore. BY 

ohn Sime Oe. James Douglas. | Gar 

Jobn Bentley. Hble. Auguſtus Keppel. ber 


Peter Dennis. 


The Court, purſuant to an Order from the Lords Com 
miſſioners of the Admiralty to Vice Admiral Smith, date 
the 14th of December 1756, proceeded to enquire into thi 
Conduct of the Honble Fob» Byng, Admiral of the B 
Squadron of His Majeſty's Fleet, and to try him upon | 
Charge, that during the Engagement between His Majeſty 
Fleet under his Command and the Fleet of the French Kinf 
on the 2oth of May laſt, he did withdraw or keep back, an 
did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, and deſtroy the Ships q 
the French King, which was his Duty to have engaged, an 
to aſſiſt ſuch of his Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight 
with the French Ships, which it was his Duty to have aſſiſted 
and for that he did not do his utmoſt to relieve St. Ph:lify 
Caſtle in His Majeſty's Iſland of Minorca, then beſieged by 
the Forces of the French King, but acted contrary to and ii 
Breach of His Majeſty's Command; and having heard thi 
Evidence, and the Priſoner's Defence, and very maturely 

and thoroughly conſidered the ſame, they are unanimoully ol 
Opinion, that he did not do his utmoſt to relieve St. Phil 

Caſtle, and alſo that during the Engagement between Hi 
Majeſty's Fleet under his Command, and the Fleet of ths 
French King on the 20th of May laſt, he did not do his utmoſf 


to take, ſeize, and deſtroy the Ships of the French Kingy "T1 
which it was his Duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch ov th 
His Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight with the Frenc c11 


Ships, which it was his Duty to have aſſiſted ; and do there 
fore unanimouſly agree, that he falls under Part of the 121 
Article of an Act of Parliament of the 22d Year of His pre- 
ſent Majeſty, for amending explaining and reducing into one 


AR 
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d of Parliament the Laws relating to the Government of 
His Majeſty's Ships Veſſels and Forces by Sea; and as that 
Article poſitively preſcribes Death, without any Alternative 
et to the Diſcretion of the Court under any Variation of 
Circumſtances, the Court do therefore hereby unanimouſly 
djudge the ſaid Admiral 7obn Byng to be ſhot to Death, at 
ach Time, and on board ſuch Ship, as the Lords Commiſſi- 
mers of the Admiralty ſhall direct: But as it appears by the 
Fndence of Lord Robert Bertie, Lieut. Colonel Smith, Capt. 
Gardiner, and other Officers of the Ship who were near the 
ferſon of the Admiral, that they did not perceive any Back- 
rardneſs in him during the Action, or any Marks of Fear 
o Confuſion, either from his Countenance or Behaviour, 
ut that he ſeemed to give his Orders coolly and diſtinctly, 
nd did not ſeem wanting in Perſonal Courage, and from o- 
ther Circumſtances, the Court do not believe that his Miſ- 
conduct aroſe either from Cowardice or diſaffection, and do 
therefore unanimouſly think it their Duty moſt earneſtly to 
rxcommend him as a proper Object of Mercy. 


den 


a] 


i Thomas Smith 
tha, Fearne „„ 6. $54; Howour 
ſu, Ad, "2 H. Norris: 

Tho. Broderick 
Cha. Holmes 
Fran. Geary 

W. Boys 

In. Moore 
J. Simcoe 
James Douglas 
FJ. Bentley 
A. Keppel, 
Pet. Dennis. 


The Members of the Court drew up a Repreſentation alſo 


Lords of the Admiralty, and ſigned the fame, as 
ws. 


To 
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To the Right Hon. the Lords C ommiſſioners for Ex- : 
ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of W( 
Great Britain, ĩð ͤ -þ 


E the underwritten the Preſident, and Members o 
the Court Martial, aſſembled for the Tryal of Admi# 
miral Byng, believe it unneceſſary to inform your Lordſhipsf 
that in the whole Courſe of this Long Tryal, we have dong 
our utmoſt endeavours to come at truths, and to do th 
Stricteſt Juſtice to our Country and the Priſoner, but vd 
cannot help laying the diſtreſſes of our minds before you 
Lordſhips, on this occaſion, in finding ourſelves under a Nei 
ceſſity of Condemning a Man to Death, from the great SK 
verity of the 12th Article of War, part of which he fall 
under, and which Admits of no mitigation, even if the Crim 
ſhould be committed by an Error in Judgment only, an 
therefore for our own Conſciences Sakes, as well as in juſtice tal 
the Priſoner, we pray your Lordſhips in the moſt earneſſ 
Manner to recommend him to his Majeſty's Clemency. | 


We are, My Lords, your 


tak 
Lordſhips moſt Obedient a 
| Ll S moſt Humble Servants. 2 
l St. George, in | Thomas Smith hu 
| Portſmouth Harbour, Fra. Holbourn 2 
Jan. the 27th, 1757. | H. Norris 
Sd Tho. Broderick al 
Cha. Holmes Wil 
Fran. Geary ö M. 
In. Moore q lan 
F. Simcoe tal 
ames Douglas | Vi 
. Bentley N ſub 
A. Heppel, De 
Fet. Dennis. I 
The Sentence and Repreſentation being ſigned, the Priſoner | 1 
was ſent for; and being brought into Court by the Marſhal, | 


and Audience admitted, the Sentence was pronounced. 


Cty 
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% of a Memorial from the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty to the KING, in relation to the aforegoing 
Sentence paſſed upon Admiral Byng. 


May it pleaſe your MaJjzsTy. | 
V an Act of the Twenty Second Year of your Majeſty's 


Reign, entitled an Act for amending, explaining, and re- 
lueing into one Act of Parliament, the Laws relating to the 
Government of your Majeſty's Ships, Veſſels, and Forces by 
fa, it is enacted ©* that no Sentence of Death given by any 
« Court Martial held within the Narrow Seas (except in Caſes 
of Mutiny) ſhall be put in execution till after the Report of 
the Proceedings of the ſaid Court ſhall have been made 
to the Lord High Admiral, or to the Commiſſioners for ex- 
« ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral, and his or their 
Directions ſhall have been given therein.“ | 

In purſuance of this Act, the Proceedings of the Court 
Martial held upon Admiral Byng, have been reported to Us 
or Our Directions therein; which Proceedings We have 


bken into our moſt ſerious and deliberate Conſideration, and 
Doubts having ariſen, with regard to the Legality of the Sen- 
ence, particularly whether the Crime of Negligence, which is 
wt expreſſed in any Part of the Proceedings, can, in this Caſe, 
be ſupplied by Implication ; We find Ourſelves obliged moſt 
humbly to beſeech your Majeſty that the Opinion of the 
judges may be taken, whether the ſaid Sentence is Legal. 
For this purpoſe, We beg leave to lay before your Majeſty 


copy of the Charge as delivered to Admiral Byng, and like- 


viſe a Copy of the Thirty Seven Reſolutions of the Court 
Martial, upon which the Sentence 1s formed, together with a 
Copy of the Sentence itſelf, and of a Repreſentation of the 
ame date therewith, ſigned by the Preſident and Court Mar- 


tal, and likewiſe Copies of two Petitions from George Lord 


Viſcount Torrington, in behalf of Admiral Byng, moſt humbly 
ſubmitting the whole to your Majeſty's Royal Wiſdom and 


Determination. 


Admiralty-Offre ; 
9 Febry 1757. 


Temple 
Geo. Hay 
Thos. Orby Hunter 
Gilb. Elliot 
F. Forbes. 


Capies | 


preſent Majeſty, for amending and explaining and reducing into 
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Copies of the Two Petitions from George Lord Viſcounl 
Torrington, mentioned in the aforegoing Memorial, 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners fi N 
extcuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great 


Britain. 


The humble Memorial of George Lord Viſcoun 
Torrington, Nephew of the unhappy Admiral 
John Byng, in behalf of himſelf and the reſt if 
bis Family. 


- Mft humbly Sheweth, 


T HAT the ſaid Admiral having been Tryed by a Cour 
| Martial for a Breach of the Articles of War, was ads 
judged by the ſaid Court to have fallen under part of the 12th} 
Article of an Act of Parliament, paſſed the 22d Year of his 


one Act of Parliament the Laws relating to the Government 
of his Majeſty's Ships, Veſſels and Forces by Sea; and the 
ſaid Court have Sentenced the ſaid Admiral to be Shot to 
Death, at ſuch Time and Place as your Lordſhips ſhall direct; 
but have in their ſaid Sentence Unanimouſly declared, that 


they did not believe his Miſconduct aroſe either from Coy - 


ardice or Diſaffection, and therefore recommend him to your | 
Lordſhips as an Object of Mercy; and declared that the {aid 
Court Martial were under a Neceſlity.of Condemning him to | 
Death, from the great Severity of the ſaid 12th Article of War, 
which admits of no Mitigation tho? the Offence be a meer | 
Error in Judgment only. | = 
That by the Law of the Land every Perſon who is indicted 
for any Offence, and has been Tryed and convicted upon ſuch | 


Indictment, has a certain Time given him by Law for moving 


in Arreſt of Judgment, and offering to the Court his Reaſons | 


why the Judgment ſhould not be carried into Execution. 
That from the Nature of Proceedings before a Court Mar- 


tial no ſuch Motion can be made, as your Memorialiſt is ad- 
viſed, to the ſaid Court Martial. But by the Act of Parliament 


of 
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«cc of Death given by any Court Martial (Except in Caſes 
Ilutiny) ſhall be put in Execution till after the Report of the 
weeedings of the ſaid Court ſhall have been made to your 
xd{hips, and your Directions ſhall have been given therein. 
That neither in the Sentence of the ſaid Court Martial, Nor 
the Letter of Recommendation accompanying the ſame, 
bes the Admiral appear to have been Guilty, Nor is he found 
ulty of any Offence intended by Law and particularly by 
te ſaid 12th Article to be puniſhed with Death. Wherefore 
he Sentence paſſed upon the Admiral cannot, as your Memo- 
fllt, is adviſed, be juſtifyed in Point of Law. 2 | 


Jour Memorialiſt, as his Nephew and at the Deſire of the reſt 
(his Afflicted Family, being adviſed that many very material 
lings may be offered to your Lordſhips, to Shew that the ſaid 
{ntence of the Court Martial ought not to be Executed upon 
tk Admiral, are deſirous of laying the ſame before your 


Opportunity of ſo doing. , 


Lordſhips Permiſſion, to lay before your Lordſhips by 
Council to be Appointed on behalf of the ſaid Ad- 
miral, ſuch Reafons as may be Offered to your 
Lordſhips againſt the Carrying the ſaid Sentence 
into Execution; Or that the ſaid Admiral may have 
ſuch other Relief in the Premiſſes, as to your Lord- 
ſhips in your great Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhall 


ſeem meet. | 
And your Memorialiſt ſhall ever pray, &c. 


_ Torrington. 


the 22d of his preſent Majeſty, It is Enacted, that no Sen- 5 


That the ſaid Admiral being now a Cloſe Priſoner at Port/- 
uh, and incapable of taking proper Care of his own Defence, 


ladſhips on behalf of the ſaid Admiral, if indulged with an 


Wherefore your Memorialiſt moſt humbly Prays your 


Petitioner immediately thereupon applyed to ſome Gentlemen 


willing to do, but alledge that by their indiſpenſable Attendanc 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners for ed 
 ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral Ll Greg . 
Britain, ' 


The humble Petition of George Lord Vila | 
Torrington, Nephew of the unhappy Aamir 
John Byng, on behalf of himſelf and the reſt | 
his afflifted Family. 5 


Moſt humbly Shewerh, | | 


C By HAT your Lordſhips having been graciouſly _— : 
in Anſwer to your Petitioner's Memorial, delivered thi 
Day, to ſignify to your Petitioner by your Secretary, thal 
your Lordſhips were ready to receive your Petitioner's Rea 
ſons in Writing as to Morrow, why the Sentence of thi 
Court Martial ſhould not be executed on the Admiral: you 


of Eminence in the Profeſſion of the Law, to adviſe and afſif 
your Petitioner in aſſigning the ſaid Reaſons, which they ar 


on the ſeveral Courts of Law and Equity towards the Clo 
of the Term, they cannot ſo ſoon be prepared to adviſe and af 
fiſt your Petitioner therein. 


Wherefore your Petitioner moſt humbly prays your 
Lordſhips Indulgence to grant him a few Days only to; 
deliver to your Lordſhips the Reaſons in Writing a4 
gainſt executing the ſaid Sentence : 


And your Petitioner as in Duty bound ſhall ever pray, &c. W 
Torrington. - 

WT ju; 

f Boar 

Coty , And 
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yy of the K ING's Order in Council for tranſmitting 
W 1 Copy of the Report of the Twelve Fudges, in relation 
t the Sentence upon Admiral Byng, to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty ; with a Copy of the Fudges 
Report, annexed thereto. 5 


L. 8.) At the Court at St. James's, 
the 16th day of February, 1757. | 
Preſent 
The King's moſt Excellent Majeſty 


lord Prefident © Earl Cornwallis 
lord Privy Seal Viſcount Falmouth 
lord Chamberlain Viſcount Bateman 
Juke of Bedford Lord Delawarr 
be of Devonſhire Lord Berkeley of Stratton 
W Duke of Argyll Lord Bathurſ? 
Jl Duke of Dor ſet Lord Edgcumbe 
Farl of Sandwich Lord Sandys 
Ll of Holderneſs Lord Lyttleton _ 
larl of Rochford Sir John Willes Firſt Lord 
latl of Cholmondeley Commiſsr. of the Great Seal. 1 
larl of Hyndford Mr. Comptroller 
larl of Halifax Mr. Vice Chamberlain 
farl of Buckinghamſhire Sir Jobn Ruſhout 
Farl Temple George Doddington Eſq; 
larl of Harcourt Sir Thomas Robinſon. 


Hereas His Majeſty was pleaſed upon a Repreſentation 
4 from the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to 
eker the Sentence of the Court Martial of the 27th of Fa- 
mary laſt upon the Tryal of Admiral Byng, to the twelve 
judges, to conſider thereof, and Report to his Majeſty at this 
board, their Opinion, whether the ſaid Sentence is Legal 
And Whereas all the ſaid Judges have Reported to His Majeſty 
this Board, that they have conſidered the ſaid Sentence, to- 
ther with the twelfth Article therein referred to, and are 
inanimouſly of Opinion, that it is a Legal Sentence—His 
\lajeſty in Council, is thereupon pleaſed to Order, that a 
1 _---- Copy 
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tence was given to the Effect following, iz. 


of the Admiralty. 


W. Sharpe. 


7 the King's mf Excellent Majeſty in Council, 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, | 


| Wat Obedience to your Majeſty's Commands pn to Us} 
by an Order bearing date the ninth of this InffInt February, 
whereby it is referred to Us, to conſider the Sentence of the 
Court Martial of the twenty ſeventh of January laſt, upon 
the Tryal of Admiral Byng, a Copy whereof is thereunto an- 
nexed, and to Report to Your Majeſty at the Council Board, 


whether the ſaid Sentence is Legal.— | 


We have conſidered the ſaid Sentence, together with the 
twelfth Article therein referred to, and are unanimouſly of 


Opinion, that it is a Legal Sentence. 


Mansfield Tho. Birch 

J. Willes n 

T. Parker S. S. Smyibe 
T. Denniſon Richd. Adams 
M. Foſter Hen. Batburſt 
E. Clive 7. E. Wilmot 


5 February 14th 1757. 
A true Copy of the Original, 
Examined by me 


W. Sharpe. 


Copy of a Warrant from the Lords Commiſſioners of e Pp 
Admiralty, for carrying the Sentence paſſed upon Ad. 


miral Byng into Execution, 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High i 


Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


Hereas at a Court Martial aſſembled on board His Ma- 
jeſty's Ship the St. George in Port/mouth Harbour, upon 


the 28th of December 1756, and held every Day afterwards, | 
Sundays excepted, *till the 27th of January 1757, incluſive, | 


Themas Smith, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red, Preſident, a Sen- 
cc ＋ he 
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4 The Court, purſuant to an Order from the Lords Com- 
« miſſioners of the Admiralty to Vice Admiral Smith, dated 
JW the 14th of December 1756, proceeded to enquire into the 

conduct of the Hon. Jobn Byng, Admiral of the Blue 
„ Squadron of His Majeſty's Fleet, and to try him upon a 
charge, that during the Engagement between his Majeſty's 

« Fleet under his Command and the Fleet of the French 
King on the 20th of May laſt, he did withdraw or keep 
U. back, and did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, and deſtroy 


ere 
nere 


ry, dhe Ships of the French King, which it was his Duty to 


the have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch of His Majeſty's Ships as 
don , vere engaged in Fight with the French Ships, which it was 
an- his Duty to have aſſiſted; and for that he did not do his ut- 
rd, WW moſt to relieve St. Philip's Caſtle in his Majeſty's Iſland of 
MF lira, then beſieged by the Forces of the French King, 
the but acted contrary to and in breach of His Majeſty's Com- 
of mand; and having heard the Evidence and the Priſoner's 
= Defence, and very maturely and thoroughly conſider'd the 
ame, they are unanimouſly of Opinion, that he did not 
do his utmoſt to relieve St. Philip's Caſtle, and alſo that 
during the Engagement between His Majeſty's Fleet under 
„his Command, and the Fleet of the French King on the 
# 20th of May laſt, he did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, 
and deſtroy the Ships of the French King which it was his 
Duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch of his Majeſty's 
* Ships as were engaged in Fight with the French Ships, 
* which it was his Duty to have aſſiſted; And do therefore 
* mnanimouſly agree, that he falls under Part of the 12th 
Article of an Act of Parliament of the 22d Year of his 
" preſent Majeſty, for amending, explaining, and reducing 
WW into one Act of Parliament the Laws relating to the Go- 
ernment of His Majeſty's Ships, Veſſels and Forces by Sea; 
W 21d as that Article poſitively preſcribes Death, without any 
Alternative left to the Diſcretion of the Court under any 
" Variation of Circumſtances, the Court do therefore 
' tereby unanimouſly adjudge the ſaid Admiral John Byng 
to be ſhot to Death, at ſuch Time, and on board ſuch 
| Ps as the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty ſhall 
direct.“ | N | 


= -1 | And 
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And, whereas, upon laying the ſaid Sentence before the 
King, his Majeſty hath been pleaſed to conſent, that the ame 
ſhall be carried into Execution; we do therefore, in purſuance 
of His Majeſty's Conſent, hereby require and direct you to 
carry the Sentence of the ſaid Court Martial into Execution 
| accordingly on Monday the Twenty Eighth Inſtant, by cauſing 
4 him the ſaid Admiral John Byng to be ſhot to Death, by a 
Platoon of Marines, on board ſuch one of His Majeſty's 
Ships in Port/mouth Harbour as you ſhall think proper. For- 
| which this ſhall be your Warrant. Given under our hands, 
| and the Seal of the Office of Admiralty, the Sixteenth day off 
4 February 1757. e 1 
* 
| To the Honble Edward Boſeawer, Temple | 
(| Vice Admiral of the White, and Geo. Hay I 
| ins 227A in ee of . Ma- Tho. Orby Hunter 
if jeſty's Ships at Portſmouth ; or, to 0, . - 
f 1 ors. 266 uk 1 chief there, | Gil. Eliot I 
1 for the Time being. | 
| By Command of their Lordſhips. ; 
J. Cleveland. | 
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CONTAINING 
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All the OxpEnxs, LETTERS, LETTERS | 

= of INTELLIGENCE, PapERSs, &c, 
Read in the Court. 

With ſome few others, neceſſary for the better 

| underſtanding them : 


ind a LisT of the two FLEETS, as authenticated by the 
5 Evidence. | "4 

V B. Thoſe marked with an Aſteriſm*, were read in Court, 
and authenticated; and they are ranged nearly agreeable to 
their Dates, inſtead of the Order of Reading in Court.” 

'ORDER fo diſcharge the MARINES at Spithead. 
By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 


O U are hereby required and direct- Barfſeur, 
ed immediately to difcharge all the Dake, _ 
Marines from the Ships of your Swi/t/are, 
Squadron, into the Ships named in the Auguſta, 
Margin, giving, in the firſt Place, the N 
etabliſhed Number to the Swiftfure, Au- p. En” . 
| rince Frederick, 
ala, and Romney; then to complete the 2 72 
deren laſt- named Ships; and if any re- Sterling Caſtle, 
main, to put them on board the Barfleur arrontb, 


and Duke, ſending their Bedding, Arms, 
accoutrements, and Cloathing with them; 


and to adviſe with Colonel Patterſon in the 


Co tc / ? E/ 7 2 7 5 


y * 2 — — 
Pri NCE Core. 
ws 


ting thereof. And the King having been pleaſed to ordet 


the Regiment of Foot, commanded by Lord #9/-+ or 7ce, 
conſiſting of about 900 People, including {11x Women, ald 
Ix Servants per Company allowed to proche d with. 
to be Immediately embarked at Portſmouth : You arc. as 
von as you have diſpoſed of the Marines os ziorglats, © 


ELICIT} 


* Read in Court. Vide Defence, Pay. 4* 
0 | c 


a7 
cauſe the ſaid Regiment, Women and Servants, to be ac. | 


cordingly embarked, together with as many Recruits as poſ- 


81 


ſible for the Regiments at Minorca and Gibraltar, to bell + 
embarked without a Moment's Loſs of Time, in ſuch Pro- 
_ portions as you ſhall judge fitting, on board the Ships of your f 
Squadron; and to be furniſhed with Hammacoes and Bed 
ding, which the Navy Board are directed to cauſe to be ſup-⸗“ 1 
plied to the Ships, in ſuch Proportion as you ſhall ſign a De- 
mand for; and you are to cauſe them to be borne for Victuals t 
only; and as to their future Diſpoſition, you may very ſoon 4 
expect fart her Inſtructions. 5 / 9 
Given under our Hands, the 25th of March, 1756. 0 


 ANSON, n 
ED. BOSC AWN, 5 
BATEMAN. 3 


To the Honourable John Byng, Ad- 
miral of the Blue, Spithead. 
By Command of their Lordibips, 
J CLEVELAND. 


No. II. * INSTRUCTIONS for the Honourable Jouvi 


in 
BynG, Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Maj ey $: 
Fleet. 8 fu 
By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lori 
High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. el 
HEREAS the King's Pleaſure has been ſignified to 1 
Us by Mr. Fox, one of his Majeſty's Principal Se- 1 
cretaries of State, That, upon Conſideration of the ſeveral ** 
Advices which have been received, relating to the ſuppoſed © 
| Intention of the French to attack the Iſland Wi 
Guns. of Minorca, a Squadron of ten Ships of 10 
Ramillizs, 9o the Line do forthwith ſail to the Maditer- 5 
Buckingham, 70 ranean, under your Command; and where. luc 
n i 74 as We have appointed the Ships named /? 
in the Margin for this Service, you ar Pie 
Revenge, 70 33 33 , diately int. 
Lancaſter, 66 hereby required an directed immediately} = 
Trident, 64 to put to Sea with ſuch of them as ate M 
Intrepid, 64 ready (leaving Orders for the reſt to fo *. 
Kingſion, 60 low you as ſoon as poſſible) and proceed c 
Defiance. 60 with the utmoſt Expedition to Gibral- 5 


ar. 
far Ba 


* Theſe Inſtructions read in Court. Vide Trial. Referred to Vo) 


in Defence, Page 7. and other Places, 
| Upon 


_ I 
} 5 j 
COS] 


NN . 
67 4 
1488 
* 1 


1 1 
Upon your Arrival there, you are to enquire, whether 
any French Squadron is come through the Straits; and if 
there is, to inform yourſelf, as well as poſſible, of their 
Number and Force: And if any Part of them were Tran- 
ſports ; and as it is probable, they may be deſigned for North 
America, and as his Majeſty's Ships, named in the Margin, 
are either at, or going to Hallifax; and are "217 
to cruiſe off Louiſbour g, and at the Mouth of Grafen, 70 
the Gulph of St. Lawrence ; you are imme Sterling Caſele, 20 
diately to take the Soldiers out of ſo many Pongeuæ, 64 
Ships of your Squadron, as together with Nottingham, 60 
the Ships at, and going to, Hallifax, will Litchfeld, 50 
make a Force ſuperior to the ſaid French Centurion, 50 
Squadron, (replacing them with Landmen, e 50 
or ordinary Seamen, from your other Ships) 7 87 3 
and then detach them, under the Com- e db, 12 
mand of Rear Admiral Weſt, directing him to make the beſt 
of his Way off Louzſbourgh ; and taking the aforenamed 
Ships, which he may expect to find there, under his Com- 
mand, to cruize off the ſaid Place, and the Entrance of the 
Gulph of St. Latorence; and uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to 
intercept and ſeize the aforeſaid French Ships, or any other 
dhips belonging to the French, that may be bound to, or re- 
turning from that Part of North America. . 

If, upon your Arrival at Gibraltar, you ſhall not gain In- 
elligence of a French Squadron having paſſed the Straits, you 
are then to go on, without a Moment's Loſs of Time, to 
Ainorca Gr if, in Conſequence of fuch Intelligence, you 
ſhall detach Rear-Admiral Wet, as before directed, you are 
to uſe equal Expedition, in repairing thither with the Ships 
which ſhall remain with you; and if you find any Attack 
made upon that Iſland by the French, you are to uſe all poſ- 
ible Means in your Power for its Relief. If you find no 
ſuch Attack made, you are to proceed off Toulon; and ſtation 
your Squadron, in the beſt Manner you ſhall be able, for 
preventing any French Ships getting out of that Port, or for 
intercepting and ſeizing any that may get out; and you are 
to exert your utmoſt Vigilance therein, and in protecting 
Minorca and Gibraltar from any hoſtile Attempt. 

You are alfo to be very vigilant for protecting the Trade 
of his Majeſty's Subjects from being moleſted, either by the 
French, or by Cruizers from Morocco, or any other of the 
Barbary States ; and for that Purpoſe to appoint proper Con- 
voys and Cruizers. h 


7 


I 2 Lu 


rn ; 

' You are likewiſe to be as attentive as poſſible to the inter- 
cepting and ſeizing, as well Ships of War and Privateers, 3 
as Merchant Ships, belonging to the French, wherever they 5 
may be met with, within the Limits of your Command- 
But, in Purſuance of the King's Order in Council, you are 
not to ſuffer any of your Squadron, to take any French Veſ- 
ſel out of any 3 belonging to the Ottoman Empire, upon L 
any Pretence ; nor to moleſt, detain, or impriſon the Per- 
ſons of any of the Subjects of the Ottoman Empire; and 7 
alſo not to ſeize, or detain, any French Ship or Veſſel what- I 
ſoever, which they ſhall meet with in the Levant Seas, bound 
from one Port to another in thoſe Seas, or to, or from, any 
Ports of Egypt, having any Effects of Turks on board. 4 
Upon your Arrival in the Mediterra- 

Guns. nean, you are to take under your Com- 

Princeſs Louiſa, 66 mand, his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels 
Portland, 50 named in the Margin, which are at pre- 4 
Deptford, 50 ſent ſtationed there. 1 
Cheſterfield, 44 If any French Ships of War ſhould fail 2? 
Dolphin, 24 from 9 — and eſcape your Squadron, 
Phoenix, 24 and proceed out of the Mediterranean, © 


| Experiment, 24 you are forthwith to ſend, or repair your- © 
Fortune Sloop, 14 felf to England, with a proportionable : 
Part of the Ships under your Command; t 


obſerving, that you are never to keep more Ships in the M- He 
diterrancan, than ſhall be neceſſary for executing the Services 
recommended to you. : - 8 
To enable you the better to perform the aforementioned IF c: 
Services, you are to take Care to keep the Ships and Veſlels IM \ 
under your Command in conſtant good Condition, and to ﬀ tr 
have them cleaned as often as ſhall be requiſite for that FF i: 


Purpoſe. WM to 
Given under our Hands, the 30th of March, i \ 
1756. e ur 
5 | ANSON,: ee. 

By Command of their III. VILLIERS, 8 
Lordſbips, e W. ROWLEY, or 
1 45 E. BOSCAWEN, 85 
J. CLEVELAND. BATEMANW. ee 
= | lin 


No. II. 


1 


No. III. * By the Commiſſimers for executing the Office of 
Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 
Additional Inſtructions for the Honourable John Byng, 
Admiral of the Blue, appointed to proceed with a 
Squadron of His Majeſty's Ships to the Mediterranean. 


* O U are conſtantly to give timely Notice, as well 


to our Secretary, as to the Office immediately con- 
cerned, of any Supplies of Stores or Proviſions, that may 


1 be wanting for the Uſe of your Squadron: And alſo, by 


every Opportunity to tranſmit to our Secretary, an exact Ac- 
count of the State of the Squadron, as to Men, Stores, Pro- 
viſions, and all other Particulars: And you are at the ſame 
time to ſend Duplicates of thoſe Accounts, fo far as they re- 
ate to Stores, and the Condition of the Ships Hulls, Maſts, 
and Yards, to the Navy Board; and ſo far as they relate to 
Muſters and Proviſion,, to the Commiſſioners of the Victu— 
ling: And you are, upon no Account, to have Stores, or 
Proviſions of any kind purchaſed without an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity; and if you ſhall be under ſuch Neceſſity, you are al- 
ways to cauſe them to be purchaſed by the proper Officers, 
and to take all poſſible Care, that the Purchaſe be made on 
tie beſt and cheapeſt Terms for his Majeſty, and the Officers 
employed therein, do not make any Advantage to themſelves. 
In any Orders that you may have Occaſion to give, and 
in all your Proceedings, relative to the Service, you are to 
conform yourſelf to the eſtabliſhed Rules and Cuſtoms of the 
Navy, and never to deviate there-from, or to cauſe any ex- 
traordinary Expence of any kind whatſoever, unleſs his Ma- 
jeſty's Service ſhall abſolutely require the ſame ; nor are you 
to interfere with the Inſtructions and Order-, which any 
Naval or other Officers may be under from the Boards to 


1 which they are reſpectively ſubordinate, otherwiſe than you 


ſee that they pay due Obedience thereto. | 

You are not to appoint any Muſter-Maſter, Store-Keeper 
or Agent-Victualler, to the Squadron, or at any Port on 
Saore: But if the Service ſhould require any of thoſe Offi- 
cers, you are to repreſent the ſame to Us, for our Determi- 
nation: And in caſe of the Death of any Naval or Victual- 
ing Officer on Shore, you are to empower ſome Perion, beſt 
qualified with reſpect to Abi.ities and Service, to act in the 
Vacancy, till We ſhall appoint a Succeſſor to the Deceaſed. 

You are never to purchaſe, or cauſe to be purchaſed, for 


his Majeſty, any Ship or Veſſels whatſoever, nor to cauſe 


a 3 any 


receive, proper for our Knowledge. 


4 3: 

any Wharfs, Store-houſes, Magazines, Fortifications, er 
other Buildings of any kind, to be erected, without firſt re- 
preſenting the Want thereof to Us, and receiving our Di- 
rections thereupon. 7 | 

Jou are to viſit the Ships under your Command as often 
as you ſhall judge requiſite, and to ſee their Men muſtered, 
and examine them as you ſhall think fitting, and to cauſe any 
whom you may find improperly rated, or unfit for the Ser- 
vice, to be diſrated or diſcharged ; and with reſpect to any 


Men diſcharged as unſerviceable, you will cauſe the ſame to be 


noted upon their Tickets, and atteſt ſuch Ticket yourſelf, 
that the poor Men may, upon their Arrival in England, be 
intitledto an immediate Payment of their Wages. 

You are to enquire into and obſerve the Qconomy and 
Order obſerved on Board the Ships, and to examine whether 
Cleanlineſs (ſo eſſential to the Health of their Companies) 


be duly attended to ; and you are in general to take Care 


that all eſtabliſhed Regulations, as well as temporary Orders, 
be punctually complied with, as well by yourſelf as by all 
Perſons under your Command, unleſs in any extraordinary 
Conjuncture, where the King's Service may render it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to diſpenſe with them: And in Caſes where 
there may be no Regulations or Orders for your Guidance, 
you are to act in the beſt manner in your Power for his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, and the Good of the Public. 

Vou are to keep a Journal of your Proceedings, with the 
Squadron under your Command, or any Part thereof; and 
of the Services on which you ſend any of the Ships, with the 


Reaſons for the ſame, and alſo to note therein all other re- 


markable Occurrences and Particulars: And you are, by 


quaint him, for our Information, with all your Proceedings 
relating to the Service, and with any Intelligence you may 

In caſe of the Death of any Officer of the Ships or Veſ- 
ſels of your Squadron, or the Diſmiſſion of any of them by a 
Court Martial, you are hereby empowered to appoint ſuch 
other Perſons to the Vacancies, as by their Qualifications, 
and the Nature of their Employments, ought to ſucceed 
therein : But you are to take Notice, that We do not con- 
firm any Officers appointed to Vacancies ariſing in any other 
Manner. In caſe of Suſpenſion, you are only to give an 


Order to another Perſon to act, till the Cauſe of ſuch Suſpen- 


ſion ſhall be removed. 
| For 
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every Opportunity to correſpond with our Secretary, to ac- 
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114 
For the better maintaining a proper Government and good 
Diſcipline in the Squadron under your Command, We do 
hereby authorize you to call and aſſemble Courts Martial, in 
Foreign parts, as often as you ſhall ſee Occaſion. 


Given under our Hands, the 31ſt Day of 


| March, 1756. 
By Command of their 
Lordſbi ps, 
J. CLEVELAND. 


WILL. ROWLEY, 
THO. VILLIERS, 
E. BOSCAWEN. 


* No. IV, . ORDER relating to Lord RoBERT BERTIE's 
Regiment, N 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord 


High Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 
W HE RE AS the King has been pleaſed to Direct, 


that the Royal Regiment of Fuzileers, commanded 


by Lord Robert Bertie, ſhould ſerve on Board his Majeſty's 


Ships in the Mediterranean; and that the ſaid Regiment ſhould 


be landed in Minorca, in caſe the Governor, or Com- 


mander in Chief of that Iſland ſhall think it neceſſary for 
it's Defence; and the Governor of Gzbraltar having Or- 
ders, in caſe a farther Reinforcement ſhall be neceſſary at 
Minorca, to make a Detachment equal to a Battalion, from 
his Garriſon; which Detachment the Admiral, or Com- 


mander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in the Mediterranean, 
is to convoy to Minorca, on Board the Men of War, or 
ſuch tranſport Veſſels, as he ſhall be able to provide for that 
Purpoſe. We do, in Purſuance of his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
ſignified to us, by Mr. Fox, one of his principal Secretaries 
of State, hereby require, and direct you, to pay due Obe- 
dience to his Majeſty's aforeſaid Directions, by landing Lord 


Robert Bertie's Regiment, in caſe the Iſland of Minorca 


ſhall be attacked; and upon Conſultation with the Gover- 
nor, the ſame ſhall appear to be neceſſary: And you are not 


to confine yourſelf to the landing that Regiment only; but 


alſo to aſſiſt with as many Gunners, and Men from your Squa- 
dron, as may be ſerviceable, and the Ships can poſſiby ſpare: 
You are likewiſe to pay due Regard to his Majeſty's 

4: aforeſaid 


* Readin Court. Vide Deſence, Page 46. 
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aforefaid Pleaſure, in relation to tranſporting a Battalion | 
from Gibraltar to Minorca. 
Given under our Hands, the 37ſt Day of | 
March, 17 56. 
To the Honourable John 'Byne, Admiral 


5 the Blue Squadron of bis Majeſty's 
leet, at Spithead. 

 ANSON, © | 
By Command of e - THO. VILLIERS, 


Lordſbi ps. WILL. ROWLEV. 


J. CLEvELAND. 


WY 
Vw 


* No. V. Honourable Admiral 1 10 Mr. Secreiary 
CLEVELAND. 


Ramillies, in GEibr altar Bay, the 4th 
SIR, of May, 1756. 


HI S comes to you, by Expreſs from hence, by the 4 
Way of Madrid, recommended to Sir Benjamin 
Keene, his Majeſty's Miniſter at that Place, to be forwarded 


with the utmoſt Expedition. 
I arrived here with the Squadron, under my Command, 


the 2d Inftant in the Afternoon, after a tedious Paſſage of * 


twenty-ſeven Days, occaſioned by contrary Winds and 
Calms ; and was extremely concerned to hear from Captain 
Edgcumbe, who I found here with the Princeſs Louiſa and 
Fortune Sloop, that he was obliged to retire from Minorca; 
the French having landed on that Iſland, by all Accquits 
from thirteen to fifteen thouſand Men. 

'T- hey ſailed from Toulon, the 10th Day of laſt Month, 
with about one hundred and fixty, or two hundred Sail of 
Tranſports, eſcorted by thirteen Sail of Men of War, how 
many of the Line I have not been able to learn, with any 
Certainty. 

If J had been fo happy to have arrived at Mahon, before 
the French had landed, I flatter myſelf, I ſhould have been 
able to have prevented their getting a Footing on that 
Iſland; but as it has ſo unfortunately turned out, J am firmly 
of Opinion, from the great Force they have landed, and the 
Quantity of Proviſions, Stores, and Ammunition, of all 

Kinds, they brought with them, that the throwing | Men into 
the Caſtle will only enable it to hold out but a little Time 
longer, and 25 to the Number that muſt fall into the Enemy's 


„Read in Court, Vide Trial. 
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| Hands ; for the Garriſon in Time will be obliged to ſurrender, 


unleſs a ſufficient Number of Men could be landed to diſlodge 
the French, or raiſe the Siege. However, I am determined 
to fail up to Minorca with the Squadron; where I ſhall be a 
better Judge of the Situation of Affairs there, and will give 
General Blakeney all the Aſſiſtance he ſhall require; though, 

[am afraid, all Communication will be cut off between us, 
s is the Opinion of the chief Engineers of this Garriſon 
(who have ſerved in that Iſland) and that of other Officers 


of the Artillery, who are acquainted with the Situation of 


the Harbour: For if the Enemy have erected Batteries on 
the two Shores near the Entrance of the Harbour: (an Ad- 
vantage ſcarce to be ſuppoſed they have neglected) it will 
render it impoſſible for our Boats to have a Paſſage to the 
ally Port of the Garriſon. 

By the incloſed Liſt, delivered to me by Captain Edg- 
eunbe, their Lordſhips will obſerve the Strength of the 
French Ships in Toulon ; and by the Copy of a Letter from 
Marſeilles to General Blakeney, which I herewith tranſmit 
to you, their Lordſhips will perceive the Equipment the 
French have made on this Occaſion. It is to be apprehended 
when they have got all the Ships they poſſibly can, ready for 
dervice, they may think of turning their Thoughts this Way, 

If I ſhould fail in the Relief of Port Mahon, I ſhall look 
upon the Security and Protection of Gibraltar as my next 
Object ; and ſhall repair down here with the Squadron; and 
hope their Lordſhips will approve of that Meaſure. | 

am ſorry to find, upon enquiring of the Naval Officer 
here, that there are few or no Stores in the Magazines, to 


| ſupply any of the Squadron that may be in want of them 


and it appears by a Letter I have received from the Store 
Keeper, and Maſter Shipwright, that tie Careening Wharf, 


| Nore-Houſes, Pits, &c.- are entirely decayed; and I am 


afraid we ſhall find great Difficulty in getting them repaired, 
there being no Artificers to be got here; and at preſent he 
can have no Aſſiſtance from the Carpenters of the Fleet, on 
Account of our failing. It requiring a proper Perſon to in- 
ſpect into, and manage theſe Affairs, I have taken upon me 
to give Mr. Milburn Marſh (his Majeſty's Naval Cflicer 
that was at Mahon, who came down with Captain Edgeumbe) 
an Order to act as Maſter Shipwright, which {1 hope their 
Lordſhips will approve ; and have given him Orders to uſe 
his beſt Endeavours to put the Wharf, &c. in the beſt Con- 
dition he can; for very ſoon they will be wanted, as I ap- 
prehend this is the only Place the Ships of the Squadron can 

| come 


[ 10 
come to refit, and many of them are in want of Repair and 
careening, particularly the Portland, who has not been 
cleaned theſe Twelve Months, nor the Cheſter field Ten; be. 
ſides many of the Ships that came out with me are foul. I | : 
fear from the Inconveniences we ſhall meet with here, there if - 
will be great Difficulty in keeping the Ships clean, as there 
is but one Wharf for them to repair and careen at. | 
By a Council of War, held by General Fete, a Cop 97 
of which is herewith tranſmitted, it was not thought proper 
to ſend a Detachment equal to a Battalion, for the Relief of 
Minorca, as it would evidently weaken the Garriſon of 
Gibraltar, and be no way effectual to the Relief of that 3 
Iſland, for the Reaſons therein given: but as I had repre- 


N 


ſented that there was a Deficiency of Men on board the : 
Ships late under the Command of Captain Edgcumbe ; on Wl t, 
Account of his having left a Number of Sailors and Marines 1 
at Minorca, to aſſiſt in the Defence of that Place, that i: n 


was neceſſary to ſend a Detachment on board theſe Ships to 
help to man them, which the General complied with; and! 
ſhall diſtribute ſome Seamen from the Ships that came out 
with me, to complete their Complements. 1 

The Cheſterfield, Portland, and Dolphin, are on thei q 


Paſſage from abox for this Place. The Phonix is gone to il 
4 Leghorn, by Order of Captain Zdgcumbe, for Letters and 
i Intelligence ; and the Experiment is cruizing off Cape Palo, 
f whom I expect in every Hour. L 
| By a Letter from Mr, Banks, our Conſul at Cartagma, to =_ © 
General Fowke, dated the 21ſt of April, it appears that MW + 
{ Twelve Sail of Spaniſb Men of War are ordered from Cadiz | 
ü and Ferrol, which are expected at that Port, but on 
what Account he could not tell the Governour. . 
f We are employed in taking in Wine and compleating | | 
our Water with the utmoſt Diſpatch, and ſhall let no Op- M «© 
portunity ſlip, of failing from hence. | 
| Herewith I ſend you incloſed, a Copy of ſuch Papers as Ml 
'8 have been delivered me, which I thought neceſlary for their Ml ( 
Lordſhips Inſpection. by 
l 7 Jam, Six, P 
þ | Your moſt humble Servant, '» 
g Joann CLEVELAND, E/; ( 
| J. BY NG 2 
w 


P. S. There is juſt now arrived here the Neptune Shop, 56. 0 
muel Sharpham Maſter, from Cagliari ; he reports that the 


18th of April laſt, the Vice Roy of Sardinia, acquainted 


the 


r! 
the Conſuls of the different Nations, at that Place, that 
he had received Orders from the King of Sardinia, not to 


be- permit any Ship or Veſſel to pratique, that came from Ge- 
1. and Corſica; they having a contagious Diſtemper broke 
dere cut in thoſe Places, ſuppoſed to be the Plague. 
iere | - 
opy Vo. VI. Honourable Admiral By dN, to Mr. Secretary 
„ %% 
of il Sin, Ramillies, in Gibraltar Bay, May 7, 1756. 
of F HILE I was making up my Packet, I received from 
hat 1 General Fowke, Copies of two Letters, one from 
re- Mr. Banks, Conſul at Cartagena, and the other from Mr. 
the ſell, Conſul at Malaga, which I thought proper to incloſe 
on ll you; likewiſe have juſt now received a Letter from Mr. 
nes ell, Conſul at Malaga, a Copy of which I herewith tranſ- 
ni, for their Lordſhips Obſervation. | 

to J 7 

di | Your moſt humble Servant, 

but ll Jonx CLEVELAND, Eſq; — 

” : J. BYNG. 
er a 

io . B. This Letter was ſent by Lieutenant O. Hara, in the 
nd M0 Lovel Packet, encloſing a Duplicate of the preceding Let- 
%% ter, and the Letters of Intelligence mentioned. 

0 No. VII. The Engineers Opinion laid before the Council of 
0 1 War at Gibraltar. | | 
1 Gibraltar, May 3, 1756. 


AVIN G conſidered the Queſtion, whether 'tis prac- 
| ticable to throw in Succours into St. Philip's Cattle ; 
” WM "Ppoling the Enemy to have erected Batteries on the two 

W Þiivres near the Entrance of the Harbour, an Advantage 


1 ſcarce to be ſuppoſed they have neglected; we are humbly of 
* pinion, that unleſs thoſe Batteries can be ſilenced, it will 
be extremely dangerous, if not impracticable; as the Sally 
Ports, by which the Succours muſt enter, according to the 
beſt of our Recollection, are ſo entirely expoſed, that their 
8 Guns may deſtroy any Boats employed on that Attempt; 
” and we humbly apprehend, that but one Boat at a Time can 
X with Difficulty land Men at the neareſt Sally Port, and the 
a ther lying further up the Harbour, is more expoſed. 
2 „ J Macs, Major of Artillery. 
= ALEX. LEITU, Capt. of Artillery. 


ARCH. PATOUN, Engineer. 
No. VIII. 


I Ä —̃— — —— 


Lieutenant General Fowke, Governor of Gibraltar. 
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® No, VIII. „ Comncil of War held in Gibraltar, n 
1 Tueſday, the 4th of May, 17 56. 1 

FPR ES ENT. | 


Honourable Major General Stuart. 
Honourable Colonel Cornwallis. 
Right Honourable Colonel, Earl of Effingham, 
— Honourable Colonel, Lord Robert Bertie. 
| Colonel Duſſauæ. 
Lieutenant Colonel Grey. 
Lieutenant Colonel Calvill. 
Lieutenant Colonel Crauford. 
Lieutenant Colonel Scot. | 2 
The Council took into Conſideration three Letters ow I 
Lord Barrington, his Majeſty's Secretary at War, to the 
Governor of Gibraltar, of the 21ſt and 28th of March, and © 
the firſt of April laſt ; and alſo an Order from the Loh of Þ 
the Admiralty to the Honourable Admiral Byng, of the ziſt I 
of March laſt ; of which the following are Copies. E 


««. 


ce 8 I R,  IWar-Office, March 21, EY 
„HR Maj jeſty hath been pleaſed to order the = 
beer, of Fuzileers to embark immediately for 
Gibraltar; ; and that, upon their Arrival, a Detachment 
© be made from the four Regiments now in the Garriſon, F 
© under your Command, and embark for Minorca. I am 
*© fignify to you, it is his Maj jeſty's Pleaſure, that upon the 
* Arrival of the Royal Regimen of Fuzileers before Gibral-. 
& tar, you do cauſe them (with the Recruits for the Corps 
« in your Garriſon) to diſembark, and be quartered in the 
& Garriſon under your Command ; ; and upon the Diſem- 
& barking of the ſaid Regiment, it is his Majeſty's further 
«© Pleaſure, that you cauſe a Detachment, conſiſting of a 
& Lieutenant Colonel, Major, Commiſſion, Non- Commil- 3 
&« ſion Officers, and private Men, equal to a Battalion of 
« Foot, on the preſent Britiſb Eſtabliſhment, to be made 
* from the ſaid four Regiments, and embark on board his 
«© Majeſty's Ships of War for Minorca. The Lieutenant 
5 Colonel and Major to be the Eldeſt of their Rank in the 
& Garriſon, under your Command. ; 

— DIR, 

8 Tour moſt hoon humble 3 
„ BARRINGTON. 
& To Lieutenant General Fowke, or Officer 
* commanding in the Garriſon of Gibraltar. 


ce 8 I R, 


El 


« & I R, War Office the 28th Day of March, 1756. 
« y Am commanded by his Majeſty to acquaint you, in 
6 1 caſe the Iſland of Minorca ſhould be in any likelihood 
« of being attack'd, that it is his Majeſty's Pleaſure you 
« cauſe a Detachment equal to a Battalion, on the preſent 
« Britiſh Eſtabliſhment, to be made from the Regiments 
under your Command in the Garriſon of Gibraltar; and 
« embark on board ſuch of his Majeſty's Ships of War as 


1 Admiral Byng, or the Admiral commanding in chief his 


® Majeſty's Fleet in the Mediterranean, ſhall think expedi- 


3 «ent, and will carry to the Relief of the ſaid Iſland. 


& [ am, SIR, TRE 
« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
„ͤ ù „„ „ BARRINGTON” 
7% Lieutenant General Fowke, or Officer So 
commanding in the Garriſon of Gibraltar. 


SIR, War-Ofce, 1/1 of April, 1756. 
4 Am commanded to ſignify to you it is His Majeſty's 
1 Pleaſure, that you receive into the Garriſon under your 
« Command at Gibraltar, ſuch Women and Children be- 
« longing to the Royal Regiment of Fuzileers, as Admiral 
* Byng, or the Commander in chief of his Majeſty's Ships 
«in the Mediterranean, ſhall think fit to land there. 

«7 an, Sia, FE 
Dar moſt obedient humble Servant, 
” 0 BARRINGTON.” 
« To Lieutenant General Fowke, or Officer | 
„ commanding in the Garriſon of Gibraltar. 


* By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 
” HERE As the King has been pleaſed to direct, 
that the Royal Regiment of Fuzileers, command- 
ed by Lord Robert Bertie, ſhould ſerve on board his Maje- 
* ſty's Ships in the Mediterranean, and that the ſaid Regi- 
ment ſhould be landed in Minorca, in caſe the Governcr, 
Commander in Chief of that Iſland, ſhall think it necefa- 
* ry for its Defence; and the Governor of Gibraltar having 


„Orders, in caſe a further Reinforcement ſhall be neceſſary 


at Minorca, to make a Detachment, equal to a Battalion, 
* from his Garriſon ; which Detachment, the Admiral, or 
“Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in the Medi- 


* terranean, is to convoy to Minorca, on board the Men of 
| | | : 66 War, 
2 


E 


& War, or ſuch Tranſport Veſſels, as he ſhall be able to pro- 5 
tc vide for that Purpoſe. We do, in purſuance of his Majeſty's 
&« Pleaſure, fignified to us by Mr. Fox, one of his Principal 7 
* Secretaries of State, hereby require and direct you to pay 
** due Obedience to his Majeſty's aforeſaid Directions, by 
landing Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, in caſe the Iſlang 
© of Minorca ſhall be attacked, and upon Conſultation with 
<« the Governor, the ſame ſhall appear to be neceſſary : And 
< you are not to confine yourſelf to the landing that Regi- 
c“ ment only, but alſo to aſſiſt with as many Gunners and 
Men from your Squadron, as may be ſerviceable, and the © 

« Ships can poflibly ſpare : You are likewiſe to pay due Re. 
* gard to his Majeſty's aforeſaid Pleaſure, in relation to tran- 


« ſporting a Battalion from Gibraltar to Minorca. 


Given under our Hands, the 311t of March, 1756, 3 


& ANSON. 


„ THO. VILLIERs, © 


| | « W. ROWLEY. 
ee Jo the Honcurable John Byng, Ad- 5 | 
 & miralof tbe Blue Squadron of His 
C Majeſty's Fleet, at Spithead. 85 
C By Command of their Lordſbips, J. CLEVELAND, 


And it appearing, from Advices received by Admiral Byng, 


and Lieutenant-General Fowke, that on the 18th of April 
laſt, the French Forces were land on the Iſland of Minorca, 
conſiſting of a Number of men, from 13 to 15000, and 
that his Majeſty's Troops on the ſaid Iſland had retired into 
the Fortifications of St. Philip's Caſtle ; the Council alſo © 
took into Conſideration the Situation of his Majeſty's Garri- 8 
ſons and Forces in the Mediterranean, and are humbly of 
Opinion, That the ſending a Detachment equal to a Batta- 
lion, would evidently weaken the Garriſon of Gibraltar, and 
be no Way effectual to the Relief of Minorca, for the fol- 


lowing Reaſons : 


I. Becaufe, by the Opinion of the chief Engineer of 
this Garriſon, (who has ſerved in that Iſland) and that of 
other Officers of the Artillery, acquainted with the Situation 
of that Harbour, it would be difficult, if not impoſſible, to 


throw in any Succours; and could they be thrown in, would 


be ineffectual, as the Council do not conceive any Hopes of 
introducing a Body of Men ſufficient to diſlodge the French, 
or raiſe the ſiege; and therefore, though ſuch a Detachment 
from this Garriſon might have been of great Service in Hi- 


norca, could they have been landed before the Iſland was - | 
tually 
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„ 1 
IF tually attacked, and whilſt a Squadron of His Majeſty's Fleet 
had been there, to co-operate with the Troops in the Defence 
and Preſervation of the Iſland, and which ſeems to be the Scope 
and Meaning of the recited Letters and Orders); yet, in the 
preſent Situation of Affairs, it is the Opinion of the Council, 
that the ſending ſuch a Detachment from hence to Minorca, 
a this Time, inſtead of being uſeful to his Majeſty's Service, 
would be diminiſhing the Strength of the Garriſon of Gibral- 
tar, and unneceſſarily riſking the Loſs of an additional Num- 
ber of his Majeſty's without any reaſonable Proſpect 
or Hope of their being of any Aſſiſtance to Minorca. 
224. Becauſe the Toulon Squadron, by the beſt Accounts the 
Council have received, is at leaſt equal in Force, if not ſupe- 
rior to that under the Command of Admiral Byng; and ſhould 
the Brittfh Fleet be any Way weakened by an Engagement, 
or any other Accident, the Garriſon of Gibraltar would be 
expoſed to imminent Danger; and as the Garriſon ſtands at 
preſent, it is not more than ſufficient for the common Duty of 
the Garriſon. But Admiral Byng having repreſented that there 
is a Deficiency of Men on board the Ships late under the 
Command of Commodore Edgcumbe, on Account of his hav- 
ing left a Number of Sailors and Marines at Minorca, to aſſiſt 
in the Defence of the Place; and that a Detachment is abſo- 
lutely neceflary to render theſe Ships uſeful; it is the Opinion 
of the Council, that the Governor of Gibraltar ſhould ſend 
ſuch a Detachment on board, as ſhall be judged neceſſary to 
enable thoſe Ships to act in a proper Manner againſt the 


Enemy, | 
| T THO. FOWRE. 
JAMES STUART. , 
E D. CORNWALLIS. 
EFFINGHAM. 
ROB, BERTIE. 


4 JoskPH DUSSAUX, Col. 
of TOHN GREY, Lieu. Col. 


of | | CHA. COLVILL, Lieu. Col. 
on | JOHN CRAUFORD, Lieu. Col. 
to OE SCOT, eue 
Id | | 

of © 

„ 


nt | , Mn Privy-Garden, 


13338 — © 
Privy-Garden, Dec. 9, 17 56, 
A true Copy of the Minutes of a Council of War 


held at Gibraltar, on Tueſday the 4th of May, 1756, . r 
compared with the Original, as proved and read upon 4 

the Trial of Lieutenant-General Tomas Fowke, =. 

CHARLES GOULD, I 

Deputy Judge Advocate General, WW 

Examined with the Original, in the Hands of Charles Gould, © 


Eſq; Deputy Judge Advocate, at his Office in Privy Garden, lll 


the qth of December, 1750. = . 
| GEO. LAWRANCE, WM. 
This Copy of the Council of War held at Gibraltar, read in Court. - 
Vide Trial. A , 
* No. IX. 4 General Lis'T of Ships of War at Toulon, 
Sept. 3, 1755+ „ 1 
FIRST RATES. 0 Guns. 
| . Guns. + Le Lion 64 i 
e Foudroyant 80[* Le Sage 64 
On the Stacks. L' Ocean 80 Le Solide 64 
SECOND RATES. [FOURTH RATES. 
* La Couronne 74 | L'Hipopotame 50 
Le Temeraire 74 |* Le Fier 50 . 
* Le Redoubtable 74] L'Oriflame 56 1 . 
* Le Guerrier 74| La Junon 33 fl 
On the Stocks, L Hector 74] FRIGATESLS. 
Le Ferme #74} La Pomone 30 | 
s. La Roſe 30 
On the Stocks. Le Vaillant 64] La Gracieule 24 ü | 
* Le Content 64] La Nymphe 20 
*Le Triton 64] La Topaze 24 7 
* L'*Achille ©4] La Pleiade 26 
* ['Orphee 64] L'Oiſeau 26 : 
* L'Hercule 64 | La Minerve 20 | 
| 


N. B. Thoſe marked thus*, are of the Squadron under the 
Command of Monſieur de la Galiſſionere; to which are added, 
five Prigates, (whoſe Names I cannot teil) and ſome Galleys 
and Xebecks, | | = 


* Read in Court. Hide Trial. 


| 1 | 
Ne X. From Capt. 1 4 'WM EDGcUMBE; and by. 

_ * him delivered to Admiral BYNG, at Gibraltar. 

SIR, | 4 
HERE are now at Anchor off C:udadella, near One 
Hundred and Twenty Veſſels of divers Sorts and Sizes; 
we are told here they anchored about Two o'Clock ; about 
Twenty Boats appear in a Line at a ſmall Diſtance from the 
Shore. The Admiral ſeems to lay about the Center of the 
Feet, his Ship greatly ſuperior to any of the others; about 
Thirteen may be Men of War, but not above ſeven appear 
o be of the Line. The Boats ſeem at this Inſtant to be ad- 
ancing to the Shore, accompanied with two half Gallies 

and a Gally. We ſhall remain here as long as we can di- 
tinguiſh their Motions, and then return: As I ſuppoſe, 
fom their Situation above-mentioned, you would not wiſh 
me to remain here to Night, leſt I ſhould be intercepted, 
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= who am, 3 | 
ö Six o' Clock, Sun- Dur moſi obedient Servant, 
» | day, April 18. THG. 
: * Read in Court. Viade Tryal. | 
s. Ne. XI. From Mr. Bovp, 10 Captain EDGCUMBE ; and 
+1 by him delivered to Admiral ByNG, at Gibraltar. 
10 b E Mount Tauro, Sunday Evening, three 
y | SIR, Quarters after Five, Ap. 18, 1756. 
» i W E have had a very diſtinct View of the French Fleet, 
o Bm which is now at an Anchor off Ciudadella, where 
6 the Prior ſays they arrived about Eleven, and anchored about 


Two. We have counted about One Hundred and Twenty 
dal, Thirteen of which appear to be Ships of War, and 
among them there are a great Number of Tartans and Po- 
lacas. About Half an Hour ago, we ſaw between Twenty 
and Thirty Boats in a kind of Line, advanced at ſome Di- 
| ſtance from the Fleet towards the Land. At about two 
Leagues Diſtance from them to the Southward, is a Schooner, 
which I ſuppoſed to be Rowls. We ſhall remain here till 

dun ſet, and then ſet out for St. Philip's. 
The Account Capt. Noel gives of the Boats, &c, advancing 
Y towards the Shore, is from Mr. Prince, a Midſhipman of the 

„Dolphin, who ſaw this while we were writing. 

f | J am, Sir, | = 

7 with great Reſpect, DE 
| | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


ROB. BOYD. 
Read in Court, Vide Tryal, Page 5. 


be Sn ils ts. on i bs - wt. 22h. © 
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* No. XII. From 10 General BI Ax ENEV and deli. 4 
vered to Admiral Byx at Gibraltar, by Capt. EDocumse, 


\ $18, Ls March 24, 1756, 


IJ HAVE been informed that the Letter J had the Honour 
Jof writing to your Excellency by way of Barcelona, had 


been received there, which makes me prefer that Route to 
that of Nice, as ſtricter Care will be taken to examine Let- 
ters wrote that Way than this. 


It is looked upon here as very certain, that the Deſign of Þ 


all the Preparations _— here, are againſt your Iſland; 
they work with all poſſib 


e Vigour here and all along the 


N 5 
e 
. 


Ne 


Coaſts, the Twenty Two Battalions of Troops deſigned for 


the intended Expedition, are at their Quarters; it is ſaid more 
are expected, and that all the Forces will amount to Forty 7? 
Battalions in theſe Parts: M. De Maillebois is at Toulon, 7 
where he arrived the 21ſt Inſtant ; fince his Arrival, Orders 
have been given in this Port, to take up Forty large Ships 
more, for Tranſports, which have been in Conſequence en- 
gaged this Day, as were two Days ago above an Hundred 
Veſſels of about 100 to 120 or 150 Tuns Burthen, all which 
are getting ready with the utmoſt Expedition. Ten of Four- 


teen Tranſport Ships taken up heretofore, are arrived at Tou- 
lon, the Four others are {till here, loading Artillery, Mortars, 
Bomb-Shells, Cannon Balls, and all other Sorts of Ammuni- 


tion, they {till continue preparing Artifices, Faſcines, Gabi- 


ons, Stores, and all other Things neceſſary for a Siege: Such 
Preparations in every Reſpect, were never known before; all J 
the Porters, (of which there are a conſiderable Body) are 


taken to work for the King's Account. 


The Preparations at Toulon ſtill greater, if poſſible, than 4 
bere; as yet, however, Nine Ships of the Twelve Ships of 


the Line are ready in the Road, the other Three will be there 
ſoon: But altho' they ſay that all will be in Readineſs by the 
Beginning of the next Month, I don't believe it is poſſible at 
ſooneſt before the 15th, if then; they have met with great 
Difficulties in getting Seamen, to which they have given 
great Encouragement. They are getting fix Gallies ready 
and Orders have been given, it is ſaid, to get all the Ships 
ready that are fit for Sea. They have had the News of the 
Arrival of ten Men of War at A4ahon, which they do not 
like. Pleaſe to communicate what I write your Excellency, 
to the Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships, to whom! 


* Read in Court. Viae Tryal. 
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(19) 
do not write, not to cauſe Suſpicion by the Bigneſs of the 
Letter. M. De Richelew is expected at Aix in a few Days, 
with the Prince of Virtemberg, who is Marſhal de Camp in 
the French Service, and is to have ſome Command. 

Lieut. Gen. Blakeney. TE | 
N. B. It is hoped the Reader will excuſe the Omiſſion of Names, 
in the ſeveral Letters of Intelligence hereafter. 


_ — a | 6 —_— —— Boa _ OY — 
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NL. XIII. From - to General FOWKE, and by him 


1 ſent to Admiral ByNoG, ; 
SIR, Cartagena, 21/2 April, 1756. 
HAVE received, and duly noted the Contents of your 
Excellency's Letter of the 5th ultimo, which you are 
pleaſed to honour me with. _ | | 
By Intelligence from the South Parts of France, this Poſt, 
the Fleet continued in the Road of Toulon, with the Tranſ- 
ports of Proviſions and Stores, &c. as alſo thoſe deſigned for 
the Troops; and I am inform'd it is impoſſible to know ex- 
atly when this 88 will ſail (as it depends on the firſt 
ſtrong Eaſterly Wind) nor their Deſtiny, as the Orders from 
Court were ſealed up, and not to be opened till ſome Leagues 
at Sea. 85 | 
By laſt Advices from R Admiral Byng was not failed, 
but getting ready: Pray God ſend him up te prevent the 


| | French landing at Mahon. Laſt Week failed from hence for 


Marſeilles two rich French Ships; the one from Martinico, 
but laſt from Malaga; the other from St. Domingo and the 
Havannah. | | | | 
Twelve Men of War are ordered from Cadiz and Ferrol, 
to this Department: All the King's Ships here are careened, 
% alſo the Bombs. 3 1 
Jam, with great Reſpecs, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, 
and moji humble Servant, 


* 


* Read in Court. Vide Defence, Page 46. 


28 


dc. 


| No. XIV. From to General FOWKE, and by him 
ſent to Admiral BYNG. 
vi, Cartagena, 29th April, 1750. 


HAD laſt Poſt the Honour of paying my Reſpects to 
your Excellency, and by this to acquaint you with the 
following Particulars. „ | 
I Read in Court. Vide Defence, Page 46. 


—_—_ On 


(25). 


On the 23d preſent, came into this Port from Alicante a | 
Spaniſh Bark; whoſe Maſter reports, that on the 19th inſtant, 
a Maſter of a Mahon Veſſel from Majorca told him, he faw, | 
on the 1 5th preſent, to the North-Eaſt of Minorca, upward 
of Sixty Sail of Ships. 3 

On the 23d current came in here alſo a Xebeque from Aa. 5 
jorca, whoſe Maſter tells me, the French landed in Minorca a2 
Number of Troops, the 15th preſent, without any Oppoſi- 7 
tion; and that the Veſlels which carried them failed immedi- Þ 
ately to the Eaſtward. 7 

The 24th inſtant put in here, in her Way to Mina 
(having failed from Marſeilles the 13th current) a French 
Pink, called the Virgin de la Guardia, loaded with Wine and = 
Oil; whoſe Maſter reports, that on the Ioth of this Month MF. 
filed from Toulon twelve Men of War from Sixty to Eighty 
Guns, five Frigates from Twenty to Fifty, two Xebeques = : 
of Eighteen, four Gallies, two Galliots, four Bombs, two 
Hundred and thirty three Veſſels with ſquare Sails, carrying 
18,000 Land Forces, and fifty Latteen Veſſels with Proviſi- 
ons, Stores, Cc. that on the I Ith they were all put back by 
a ſtrong Weſterly Wind ; which changing the 12th, they 
failed with the Wind at North · Eaſt. 3 

And this Maſter ſays, that according as he had the Winds, 
the Toulon Fleet could reach Mznorca the 14th or 15th. He 
farther faith, that in the Bay of Roſes, he ſpoke with a Tar- 


nnd vob oft cm £aCGS EC..llCoouus 1 


tan loaded with live Cattle, who had been ſeparated from the 1 

Fleet the 1 Zth, and was going to the Rendezvous appointed, M | 
between Majorca and Minorca, He alſo ſays, that as the 

Land Forces were embarked on board the Tranſports, others ! 
ſupplied their Place, and that from Toulon to Lyons were 4 
quartered upwards of eighty Thouſand Men, 

am, very reſpectfully, DIR, 
Your 5 xcellency s moſt obedient, 

and mojt humble Servant 1 , 

F c 

= ©: 

= la 

1 


Lieutenant=General FoWKE. 


V. 


| Mey has been pleaſed. to appoint you for. 


Byng. 


5 
No. XV. From .- to the Hon. Admiral Byxo- 


$1, — Malaga, 6th May, 1756. 

S I had the great Joy and Satisfaction, the Night before 
laſt, to hear of your Excellency's ſafe Arrival in the 

Bay of Gibraltar, I take the earlieſt Opportunity to congratu- 

late you thereupon, and to wiſh you all the Succeſs your Ex- 

cellency can poſſibly deſire in the important Expedition his 


have begged the Favour of his Excellency, General 
Foie, to order this Letter to be ſafely delivered, or forward- 


ed to you; and before I conclude it, ſhall add the following 


News I received about a Quarter of an Hour ago, in one 
from ---=--- at Cartagena, dated the 17th of laſt Month, 
viz. He tells me that the Toulon Squadron failed the 12th 
paſt, conſiſting of twelve Men of War of the Line, five 
Frigates, four Gallies, two Galliots, two Xebeques, four 
Bombs, two hundred and thirty-three Veſſels carrying eigh- 
teen thouſand Men, and fifty Latteen Veſſels with live Cattle, 
Proviſions, Stores, &c. and by many Circumſtances, had 
Reaſon to believe, they landed in Minorca the 15th. 

As I learn any further News which may relate to the Good 
of his Majeſty's Service, I ſhall not fail communicating it to. 
your Excellency, by the ſpeedieſt Conveyance ; and have the 
Honour to be with the moſt profound Reſpect and Regard, 


Hen. Admiral SIR, Your Excellency's moſt 


obedient humble Servant, 


P. S. Juſt as I was going to cloſe this, my Vice Conſul 
drought me Word that a ſmall French Tartan is juſt now 
come in from Cartagena; which Place he left the third In- 
ſtant; and reports that the Troops from Toulon have been all 
landed ſeveral Days, and were well ſupplied with Proviſions. 
This little Tartan it ſeems is bound to Cadix. 


* Read in Court. Viae Defence, Page 40. 
| Noe XVI: 


b z 


tan} 
* Ne XVI. From Meſſrs, Marſh aud Blanckely to Admiral 

Go Byng, | . 
Hor. SIR, Gibraltar, May 4, 1756. 


E pray leave to lay before you the State and Condi. 
tion of the Careening Wharf, and Store Houſes 


at the New Mole; one of the Pits is entirely decayed, and 


the others want Repair; the Capſtons, Partners, and Frames 
entirely decayed; the Maſt-Houſe, Boat-Houſe, Pitch- 
Houſe, Smith's-Shop and Cable-Shed all decayed, and tumb. 
ling down ; the Yard Launch wants a thorough Repair, and 
in caſe there may be a Neceſſity to careen or caulk any of his 
_ Majeſty's Ships, there is neither floating Stages for that Ser- 
vice, or Boat for the Officers to attend their reſpective Du- 
ties. The Shed within the New Mole Gates that was uſed 
for repairing Sails in, likewiſe the Shed for the Uſe of the 
Artificers, are both decayed and tumbling down. We like- 
wiſe take the Liberty of laying before you an Account of 
what Stores, there is a few or none of in his Majeſty's Ma- 
gazines, but may be purchaſed here, v:z, N 


Tar. Fearnought. 
Twine. Brooms. 
Glaſſes Watch. Pitch. 
Half Ditto. Roſin. 
Half Hour. Tallow. 
Locks Hanging. 3 

Hand Lanthorns. Keelers. 
Tin Plates Double. Shovels. 

| - Ditto Single. Coals. 
Kerſey. | 


Me are, honourable Six, 
| . \ | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 
MrIB. MaRSH, HENRY BLANCK LET. 


Hlonourable John Byng, E; 
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No XIX. From the Honourable Admiral ByNG, to Mr, 


Secretary CLEVELAND. 


Ramillies, off Minorca, 


=. $1n; May 25, 1756. 


T HAVE the Pleaſure to deſire you will acquaint their 

Lordſhips, that having ſailed from Gibraltar the 8th, I 
ot off Mahon the 19th, having been joined by his Majeſty's 
Fri Phenix off Majorca two Days before, by wbom I had 


confirmed the Intelligence I received at Gibraltar of the 


« Strength of the French Fleet, and of their being off Ma- 
hon. His Majeſty's Colours were ftill flying at the Caſtle 
« of St. Philip's, and I could perceive ſeveral Bomb Batteries 
„playing upon it, from different Parts; French Colours we 
« ſaw flying on the Weſt Part of St. Philip's: I diſpatched 
the Phœnix, Cheſterfield, and Dolphin, a-head, to recon- 
« noitre the Harbour's Mouth, and Capt. Hervey to endea- 
„ your to land a Letter for General Blakeney, to let him 
« know the Fleet was here to his Aſſiſtance, tho' every one 
« was of Opinion we could be of no Uſe to him; as by 
all Accounts, no Place was ſecured for covering a Land- 
ing, could we have ſpared any People. The Phenix was 
« allo to make the private Signal between Capt. Hervey 
and Capt. Scrope, as this latter would undoubtedly come 
« off, if it were practicable, having kept the Dolphin's Barge 
with him;” but the Enemy's Fleet appearing to the South 
Eaſt, “and the Wind at the ſame Time coming ſtrong off 
the Land, obliged me to call thoſe Ships in, before they 
could get quite ſo near the Entrance of the Harbour, as 
* to make ſure what Batteries or Guns might be placed to 
prevent our having any Communication with the Ca/tlz,” 
falling little Wind, it was Five before I could form my Line, 
or diſtinguiſh any of the Enemy's Motions; and not at all 
to judge of their Force more than by their Numbers, which 
were Seventeen, and Thirteen appeared large; they at firſt 
flood towards us in a regular Line, and tacked about Seven, 
which I judged was to endeavour to gain the Wind of us in 
the Night ; ſo that being late, I tacked in order to keep the 
Weather Gage of them, as well as to make ſure of the 
Land Wind in the Morning; being very hazey, and not 
above Five Leagues off Cape Mola. We tacked off towards 
the Enemy at Eleven; and at Day Light had no Sight of 


3 


* Read in Court, Vide Trial. 


them. But two Tartans with the French private Signal, be- ; 


ing cloſe in with the Rear of our Fleet, I ſent the Princeſs 
Louiſa to chaſe one, and made the Signal for the Rear Ad. 


mira], who was neareſt the other, to ſend Ships to chaſe her; 7 : 


the Princeſs — Defiance, and Captain became at a great 
e Defiance took hers, which had T'wo Cap- 
tains, Two Lieutenants, and One Hundred and Two private 
Soldiers, who were ſent out the Day before with Six Hundred 
Men, on board Tartans, to reinforce the French Fleet, on 
our then appearing off the Place. The Phenix, on Capt. 
* Hervey's Offer, prepared to ſerve as a Fire-ſhip, but without 
damaging her as a Frigate, till the Signal was made to Prime; 
when ſhe was then to ſcuttle her Decks, every thing elſe be- 
ing prepared, as the Time and Place allowed of. The 
Enemy now began to appear from the Maſt Head; I called 
in the Cruizers, and when they had joined me, I tacked to- 
wards the Enemy, and formed the Line a-head. I found 
the French were preparing their's to Leeward, having unſuc- ©} 
ceſsfully endeavoured to Weather me, They were Twelve 
large Ships of the Line, and Five Frigates. As ſoon as | ©? 
Judged the Rear of our Fleet to be the Length of their Van, 
we tacked altogether, and immediately made the Signal for 
the Ships that led, to lead large, and for the Depiford to quit il © 
the Line, that ours might become equal in Number with 


Diſtance ; but t 


theirs. At-T'wo I made the Signal to engage, as I found it 
was the ſureſt Method of ordering every Ship to cloſe down 

on the One that fell to their Lot. And here I muſt expreſs 8 
my great Satisfaction at the very gallant Manner in which the 
Rear Admiral ſet the Van the Example, by inſtantly bearing 
down on the Ships he was to engage with his Second; and 
who occaſtoned one of the French Ships to begin the Engage- 
ment, which they did by raking ours as they went down. I *! 
bore down on the Ship that lay oppoſite to me, and began * 
to engage him, aſter having received their Fire for ſome Time 


in going down. The Intrepid © unfortunately” in the very 
Beginning had his Foretopmaſt ſhot away, and as that hung 
on his Foreſail, and backed it, he had no Command. of his 
Ship ; his Foretack and all his Braces being cut at the ſame 
Time; fo that he drove on the next Ship to him, and oblig- 
ed that and the Ships a-head of me to throw all a-back. This 
obliged me to do fo alſo for ſome Minutes, to avoid their 
falling on board me; though not before we had drove our 
Adverfary out of the Line, who put afore the Wind, and 
nad ſeveral Shot fired at him from his own Admiral, 


This 
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nis not only cauſed the Enemy's Center to be unattack- 
%, but left the Rear Admiral's Diviſion rather uncovered 
Ir ſome very little Time. I ſent and called to the Ships 
head of me, to make fail on, and go down on the Enemy; 
Ind ordered the Che/terfield to lay by the Intrepid, and the 
Dotord to ſupply the _— Place. I found the Enemy 
aged away conftantly ; and as they went Three Feet to our 
one, they would never permit our cloſing with them; but 
ook the Advantage of deſtroying our Rigging; for tho' I 
oled the Rear-Admiral faſt, I found I could not again 
doe the Enemy, whoſe Van were fairly drove from their 


line; but their Admiral was joining them by bearing away. 


y this Time *twas paſt Six, and the Enemy's Van and ours 


vere at too great a Diſtance to engage, I perceived ſome 
their Ships ſtretching to the Northward, and I imagined 


bey were going to form a new Line: I made the Signal for 


he Headmoſt Ships to tack, and thoſe that led before with 
larboard Tacks, to lead with the Starboard ; that I might, 
by the firſt, keep (if poſſible) the Wind of the Enemy; and 
by the ſecond, be between the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion and 


e Enemy, as his had ſuffered moſt; as alſo to cover the 
Heid, which I perceived to be in a very bad Condition, 
and whoſe Loſs would © very greatly give the Balance 
| zainſt us, if they had attacked us the next Morning, as 1 
| expected, I brought to about Eight that Night, to join the 
I /nirep:d and to refit our Ships as faſt as poſſible, and continued 


all Night. The next Morning we ſaw nothing of the 
Enemy, tho' we were ſtill lying to; Mahon was North 
North-Weſt about ten or eleven Leagues. I ſent Cruiſers 
ut to look for the Intrepid and Cheſterfield, who joined me 
next Day; and having, from a State and Condition, of the 
Nuadron brought me in, found that the Captain, Intrepid, 
ind Defiance (which latter has loſt her Captain) were much 
damaged in their Maſts; “ fo that they were endangered 
of not being able to ſecure their Maſts properly at Sea; 
„and alſo that the Squadron in general were very ſickly, 
* many killed and wounded, and no where to put a Third 
Hof their Number, if I made an Hoſpital even of the Forty 
„Gun Ship, which was not eaſy at Sea.” I thought it 
proper in this Situation, to call a Council of War, before I 


went again to look for the Enemy. I deſired the Atten- 
dance of General Stuart, Lord Effingham, and Lord KRober! 


b-r!ie, and Colonel Cornwallis; that I might collect their 
| Opinions 


Opinions upon the preſent Situation & of Minorca and . 
* Gibraltar ; and make ſure of protecting the latter, ſince 
it was found impracticable either to ſuccour or relieve the 4 
former with the Force we had. For though we may juſtly 
claim the Victory, yet we are much inferior to the ook 1 


ce 
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of their Ships, though the Numbers are equal: Ang 1 
they have the Advantage of ſending to Minorca their 


wounded, and getting Reinforcements of Seamen from 


se their Tranſports, and Soldiers from their Camp; all which 
6 Oy has been done in this Time that we have been 
5 lying-to to refit, and often in Sight of Minorca; and their | 
« ns hips have more than once appeared in a Line from our 
cc Naſtheads. I ſend their Lordſhips the Reſolution of the © 2 
« Council of War,” in which there was not the leaſt Con- 3 
tention or Doubt aroſe. TI hope indeed we ſhall find Stores 
<« to refit us at Gibraltar; and if I have any Reinforcement, © 
5 will not loſe a Moment s Time to ſeek the Enemy again, 
& and once more give them Battle; though they have a great 
“ Advantage in being clean Ships that go three Feet to our 
* one, and therefore have the Choice how they will engage 
cc us, or if they will at all; and will never let us cloſe them, 
c as their ſole View is the diſabling our Ships, in which they : 
& have but too well ſucceeded, though we obliged them to 
«© bear up.” I do not ſend their Lordfhips the Particulars of 
our Loſſes and Damages by this, as it would take me much 
Time, and that I am willing none ſhould be loft in letting 
them know an Event of ſuch Conſequence. ** I cannot help 
« urging their Lordſhips for a Reinforcement, if none are yet 
0 failed on their Knowledge of the Enemy's Strength i in theſe } 
Seas; and which, by very good Intelligence, will, in a 
« few Days, be ſtrengthened by four more large Ships from 
TToulen, almoſt ready to fail, if not already failed to join 
« theſe,” 1 diſpatch this to Sir Benjamin Keene, by Way of J 


Barcelona, and am making the beſt of my Way to cover 


Gibraltar; from which Place I propoſe ſending their Lord. 


ſhips a more PR Account. 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


| JoRN CLEVELAND, £/7. 


#8. 


5 


p. S. J muſt deſire you would acquaint their Lordſhips, that 


pl I have appointed Captain Hervey to the Command of the 
Ince 9 Defiance, in the Room of Captain Andrews, lain in the 
the 1 Action. I have juſt ſent the Defects of the Ships, as I 
ly b have got it made out, whilſt I was cloſing my Letter. 
Sn 2 NV. B. The Omiſſions in the Gazette, of June the 26th, are 
ws 5 marked out by the inverted Commas.< | 
ich No. XX. Admiral ByxG t Admiral WES r. 
e DEAR SIR, | | 


HOPE you are very well, and have not received an 


ay 5 Hurt yourſelf; tho' I ſee your Ship has greatly ſuffered. 

5 7 I am to thank you a thouſand and a thouſand Times for 
"os pour fine and gallant Behaviour this Day; I wiſh you had 
nt. deen better ſupported; I am apprehenſive, from the Motions 
MI [| thought the French were in, in the Evening, that they were 
eat only forming their Line, and intend us a Viſit again, perhaps 
ur WY bis Night or To-morrow; I ſhould be for making of Sail 


oe To-night, but then we ſhall run great Danger in loſing the 
86 4 Intrepid, Your Behaviour was like an Angel To-day, God 


ey bleſs you, C 
Fl Romillies, May 2oth, 1756. 7 a 
ch! Admiral WES T. | J. BYNG. 


1 No. XXI. Admiral BynG to Admiral WES r. 

* : Daa Bit,  Ramullies, May 22d, 1756. 

TY [ AM extremely ſorry you have occaſion to deſire Mr. 
Lloyd, my Surgeon, to ſee your Son; from which I am 


m 

in apprehenſive you think him worſe; I hope it will not prove 
of W of any ill Conſequence. 

» Mr. Marlow, in the Dolphin, made me the Signal of ſee- 
}. ing our two miſling Ships; I hope he is not miſtaken ; he has 


made Sail that Way to go to them, and J have ſent Gilehriſt 


to make Sail that Way, and to keep between us. As ſoon as 


the Priſoners are ſhifted from the Defiance, I ſhall fill and 
ſtand on after them with an eaſy Sail, = 

| 1 am, dear Sir, 

Your moſt obedient Servant, 


To Rear Admiral WesT. ]. BYNG. 
— E ® Theſe three Letters read in Court. Vide Trial. 


036) 


* No. XXII. Adniral Brng- t Adniral Wasn. 


SIR, Ramillies, at Sea, May 23d, 1 756, 
WI imagine we fee the French Fleet in the North- 

Fat, not plain enough to diſcern which Way they 
ſtand; T do not think, in the preſent Situation of our Squa- 
ron, we are in a Condition to lay for them; therefore if you 


are of my Opinion, I propoſe wearing, without Signal, to 


the Southward, after Dark; and To-morrow, we ſhall be : 


better Judges of th 


e Condition of our Squadron. ; 


1 am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


J. BYNG. | 
I am ſorry your Son is not ſo well To-day, as you could wiſh, | ? 


CIFFICERS 


N. B. At the Time of writing theſe three Letters, four Shigs 


of the Engliſh Fleet were in a diſabled Condition, 3 1 
the Enemy's Ships ever oppeared to be ſo in the leaſt. Vide - 


Trial in ſeveral Places. 


_— * 


—_—C. 2 na 


2 


No. XXIII. 


The 


r — — 


24th of May, 1756. 


This is what is mentioned in the Poſtſctipt of his Letter, of 


: Killed=——Maſtter = _ Condition of the Ship. | 
hw "A FEAINMAST, a large Shot lodg- 
S J Wounded M ed four Feet above the lower End 
; of the Cheeks ; Foremaſt, a Grape Shot 
Z 2 Killed — 2 lodged in it; Mizenmaſt, cut near the 
= 4 Wounded— 7 Middle of the Cheeks, ſeven Inches in, 
Total killed — 3 and two Feet round the Starboard Cheek 
Total Wounded— 7 half aſunder; and another Cut, fourteen 


Complement — 535 
Victualled — 551 


the 25th of May. 


BU CKIN GH AM. 


Inches in, and thirteen Inches round: 
The Mizen Yard cut aſunder, ten Feet 
from the upper Yard-arm: The Main- 
topſail Yard near the Slings, the Jib 


8 a * Ry Boom cut half aſunder: Nineteen Shot 
8 one” 9 on the Starboard Side, and ſeveral Shot 
. Holes thorough, which have damaged 
> ded — 7 the Stops of ſeveral of the Ports. The 


Fit for Duty — 535 

Leſs than 1 

Complement ==— 
* Rea 


outward Gammoning of the Bowſprit, 
three Fore-Shrouds, two Pair of Back- 


ſtays, three Main-Shrouds, three Main- 


| x 8 topmaſt- 
d in Court. Vide Tryal. 


| Defetts of His Majeſty's Ships undlr- 4 
mentioned, under the Command of the Hon, Admiral B yng, 


— | NM 


0 renn 


* 


17CFC 030 8: NP 10 


ourſes, 


Laft cleaned, 


OFFICERS 


\ Woun.-- Maſter 


EN 


S {| Wounded— 38 
Total killed — 9g 


Total wounded— 39 


Complement — 480 


Vitualled — 479 


Not fit for 
Duty 


Fit for Duty — 410 
Leſs than Com- 


| ö | plement — 70 


Killed— Boatſ. 


Killed — 8 


© :D 


J topmaſt-Shrouds and Back-ſtays, three Mizen-Shrouds, two 
FJ Pair of Back-ſtays, three Mizen-topmaſt-Shrouds, and the 
"FJ createſt Part of the running Rigging and ſome Blocks cut; 
| 0 Topſails, and Stayſails much damaged. 


2d of January, 17 56. 


INTREPID. 


_ Condition of the Ship. 

INH E after Part of the Foremaſt 
ſhot through above the Forecaſtle 
nine Inches in; one Shot through the 
Body of the Foremaſt, nine Feet below 
the Yard; four Foot of the Starboard 
Fore-yard-arm ſhot away; the Star- 
board Side of the Fore-top gone by the 
Topmaſt, and Topgallantmaſt and 
Yards going away; two ſmall Shot in 
the Bowſprit; one Shot in the Jibb 
Boom, three Foot within the Cap; the 


Mainmaſt ſhot through, fourteen Foot 


above the Quarter Deck, and ſeventeen 


Foot above the Quarter Deck, one Shot 


buried in: One Shot above the Collar 
of the Main-Stay, half thro' the Cheek; 
the Main-top-maſt ſhot through, and 
went overboard with the Top-gallant- 
maſt and Yards, and Part of the Top 
broke; the Starboard Main-yard-arm 
ſhot, eight Inches in, ten feet from the 
Slings; and the Larboard Yard-arm, 
four Feet from the Slings, ſix Inches in; 


and-the Mizen-top-maſt, one Shot, and Part of the Top 
broke; one large Shot through the Main-piece of the Rudder, 
four Feet above the Water's Edge; fourteen Shot between 
Wind and Water on the Star-board Side, and three Shot on 


the Larboard fide: 


In the upper Works a great Number of 


Shot, and the fore Part of the Starboard Main Chains dropped. 


n 


or Killed —— 

— 

S \ Wounded — 
= 2 Killed — ; 6 
= 5 Wounded— 30 


Total killed — 6 
Total wounded 30 
Complement — 480 


Victualled —— 488 


Fit for Duty — 403 


Leſs than Com- 
plement 77 


ſhot away: 


„ 
C AFC | 
Condition of the Ship. 


2 PRIT ſhot quite through, ; 
above the Collar of the Foto” 1 


and ſhivered to Pieces: 


caſtle; Top- maſt wounded ia the Head, 
and Truſſel Trees carried away; Mai. 
maſt ſhot about eight Inches deep each | 
Side, about twenty-four and thirty Feet 
from the Upper Deck; the Tops al | 
very much ſhattered ; Ships Sides and | 
Decks very much torn, and a great 
Number of Shot Holes betwixt ind | 


and Water; ſpare Yards and Top- 1 
maſts very much ſhattered ; Boats alt © 7 
two | | | 
Top-maſt- 
ſtays, Fore- -top-maſt- ſtays, and Back- 
ſtays, ſeven of the lower Shrouds, and 
a great Part of the running Rigging 
All the Sails which were 
bent, very much damaged; the Top- 


unſerviceable at preſent ; 
diſmounted ; Main- tay, 


ſails quite unſerviceable. 


Laſt Cleaned, Dec. 5, T7 5 55 with Tallow 


thi * 2 


Complement — 480 
Victualled — 517 
S Pick on 

— > board — 62 
= 5 C Wound- 

oO A | 

2 ed none 
Fit for Duty — 455 
Leſs than Com- 


plement — 25 


— | a — 


REVENGE. 


Condition of the Ship. 


Quarter, and Larboard Yard-arm; the 


Top-maſt and Yard both capable of ca- | 


rying a moderate Sail. 
Laſt cleaned Dec. 22, 1 7 5 5. 


— 


„ a EI 


Ane 


Killed — 


EE. —1 t 
Lieut. 


Killed — 
Wounded 


Condition of the Ship. 
Ore-top-fail Yard wounded; Mizen- 
top-maſt 


two Shotbetween Wind and Water; one 


Fore ? 


Foremaſt ſhot : 
quite through, ten Feet above the Fore- 


5 N SAR S a= a de, 


AIN-T OP-MAST wound- 4 
ed four Feet above the Cap; 
 Main-Yard wounded in the Starboard 


gone; received twenty- } 


me INES PO, I. 


Total Wounded 5 14 
Complement — 520 


Victualled — 523 


Fit for Duty — 478 


Leſs than Com- 
plement 42 


8 . J Sick on 

g D (board — 31 
88 { Wound- | 
2 ed — 14 


Es } 


ud, Fore-ſtay, Main-top 
Total killed — 1 | | 


maſt, Spring-ſtay, Fore and Main 
Courſes, Main, Fore, and Mizen-top 
ſails, moſt of the running Rigging ſhot 
away, and ſmall Sails tore; Barge and 


Long Boat loſt. 


| Laſt cleaned, March 16, 1756, 


— 


Killed — 
Wound. — Capt. 


— OFFICERS 


4 — 4 
S {Wounded 12 


Total killed — 4 


Total wounded 13 


Complement — 400 


Victualled — 390 


Sick on 


3 

E U board 12 
88 (Wound- 
3 9 
Fit for Duty 369 


Leſs than Com- 


plement, 37 


PRINCESS LOUISA. | 


Condition of the Ship. 

HE Heel of the Main- top- maſt 

ſhot away, and one Grape Shot 

in the Middle of the Maſt, not through; 
the ſpare Topſail Yard, Foretop-gallant 
Yard, both Stumps for Maſt-heads, and 
the Heel of the ſpare Top-maſt ſhot 
through; the Head of the Mizen-topmaſt 
ſhot through, two Shot through on the 
Starboard Side between Decks; Main- 
ſtay, Preventer Stay, Main Jeer Block 
Strops, Main-top Chains, Main Runners 
and Shrouds, two Mizen-topmaſt 


Shrouds, one Pair of Back-ſtays ſnot 


away, and ſomeRunning Rigging; Fore- 
maſt, Fore-topgallant-ſail, Topſail and 


Fore Courſers, Main-top-fail much torn; 


one of the Lower Deck Guns ſtruck on 
the Muzzle, which ſplit it, and renders it 


unſerviceable; one of the Carriages 


damaged, and not ſit for Service. 


Laſt cleaned, Dec. 11th. 1756. 
< DEFIANCE, 


DEFIANCE. 


MEN OrricExs 


Wounded 44 
Total killed — 14 
Total wounded 45 
Complement — 400 


Victualled — 394 


S a Sick on 

= 2 (board — 35 
44 A Wound- 

© 

2 ed. — 44 


Fit for Duty — 315 


Leſs than Com- 
plement, — 85 


n Capt. 
Killed Boatſ. 
Woun- F Enfign 

ded Pool. 


Noun — 12 


[ 34 4 


Condition of the Ship, 


F OR F-top-maſt ſhot two Thirds 
through, between the Cap and | 
Truſſel-Trees; Fore: top-ſail Vard-am 
the Main-maſt ſhot 
eight Inches through in the Middle; 
Main Yard, one half through; Main 
top-gallant-maſt, one half thro'; ang 
Mizen-topmaſt, two Thirds through: 
Four Ports damaged, and not fit for Ser- 
vice; ſeveral Shot between Wind aud  } 
Water; Foretop and Croſs-trees ſhot in 
the rudder and Stern- 
poſt damaged; ſpare main and Fore-top 
ſail Yards not fit for Service; ſpare Jibb  } 
Boom and Driver Yard very much da- } 
maged ; ſpare Main-topmalſt very much 


quite ſhot off; 


ſeveral Places, 


damaged; Ship's Sides ſhot thro? in ſeve- 


ral Places, and her Bottom very leaky: } 
the Beams and Decks very much da- 
maged : The Booms ſhot away; the 


Barge loſt ; Long Boat and Cutter not 


fit for Service; Gammoning of the | 
Bowſprit, and Bowſprit Shroud, five fore Shrouds, four Fore- 


top-maſt Shrouds, Fore Geers, Main-ſtay, Main- topmaſt, fix 
Main Shrouds, Main Swifter, three 'Topmaſt Shrouds, Mizen- 


ſtay ; all the Main-topmaſt Back-ſtays, and running Rig- } 


ging ſhot away; all the Sails much wounded ; one Upper and 


one Quarter Deck Gun diſabled, 
' Laſt cleaned, Dec. I7, 1755, 


PORTLAND. 


5 t 5 Condition of the Ship. 

= 3 Wounded — 20 Owſprit wounded half thro” ; Fore- 

Total killed 6 topmaſt ſhot through between the 
8 Cap and Truſſel- Trees; Fore Vard ſhot 

thro' three Feet from the Slir ; Fore- 

top and Foremaſt Croſs-Trees. .cboard 

Complement — 300 Side, to Pieces; Main- yard half 


Total wounded 20 


through, between the Slings and 5 : 
arm 


- al 


ini an > en Of tm=y fax ſn OS > fait 


”— w_ 


= * * * 


Victualled — 278 


- 


Sick on 


bk 

© 

2 

= > | board 10 
38 Wound- 

© 

2 ed — 20 


Fit for Duty — 248 


Leſs than Com- 
plement. — 52 


TV 1 


yo one Side, and the other much a- 


out the ſame Place,oneEighth through, 
and in the Slings almoſt through, the 


Shot being lodged; Mizen Maſt ſixteen 


Feet above the Quarter Deck, one 


Third through; ſpare Topmaſt, ſpare 
Maintopſail Yard ſhot half through; 


all which may be made to ſerve at pre- 


ſent, except the Main- yard and Bowſprit, 


which abſolutely require to be fiſhed 3 


mm WO >. af wwe OD 
RR ERIE hal iN Yap I OY ECL wed ran : 


ſeveral ſhot in the Hull; Stern-poſt 


ſhot about half through; Decks and Sides much ſhat- 
tered ; Cutter ſhot to Pieces; Gammoning of the Bowſprit, 
all the Larboard Fore Shrouds, and the Starboard foremoſt 


Pair, Foretop Maſt-ſtay, Main, and Main Spring-ſtay, two 
Pair of the Starboard Main Shrouds, two Pair of Main-top- 
maſt Shrouds, all the Main-topmaſt Back-ſtays cut ; 


greateſt Part of the Running Rigging and Blocks cut 


and damaged ; all the Sails muſt be ſhifted ; the Caicabel of 
one of the Lower Deck Guns ſhot away ; and two Rounds 
of hammered, and four Rounds of Grape Shot fired away 3 
io that only one Round of each Nature remains. 


Laſt cleaned, May 17, 1755. 
J. BYNG 


The Ramillies had ſeveral Shot through her Sails, and that cut 


ber Rigging, and Nine that hulled her; as may be collected from 
= ke of Capt. Gardiner, the Boatſwain and Gunner, Vids 
Ina. | TD | 
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37 4 
No. XXV. At a Council of War afſembled and held on 
board His Majeſly*s Ship Ramillies, at Sea, on Monday the 


2410 of May, 1756. 
p R E S E N T. 


The Honourable Jobn Byng, Eſq; Admiral of the Blue. 

Major General Stuart. 
Temple Weſt, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Red. 
Captain Henry Ward. 
Captain Phil. Durell. 

Honourable Edward Cornwallis. 
Captain James Young. 
Captain Charles Catford. 
Captain Frederick Cornwall. 

| Honourable George Edgcumbe. 

Captain Will. Parry. 
Captain John Amberft | 
Captain Arthur Gardiner. 
Right Honourable Earl of Efing hank 

Honourable Aug. Jobn Hervey. 
Captain William Lloyd. 
Ri ght Honourable Lord Robert Bertie, 


AVING laid before the Council of War the + Opi- 
nion of the Engineers in Regard to throwing in Suc- 
cours in the Caſtle of St. Philip's ; the t Reſult of a Council 
of War held by General Fowke at Gibraltar, with regard to 
embarking a Detachment on board the Fleet; likewiſe Ad- 
miral Byng's & Inſtructions for his Proceedings in the Medi- 
terranean ; likewiſe the || Order with regard to the Diſpoſal 
of the Regiment of Fuſileers, commanded by the Right 
Honourable Lord Robert Bertie; and the dd Defects of the 
Ships which received Damage in Action with the French 
Squadron, the 20th Inſtant; as alſo having laid before the 
Council |||} the State of the Sick and wounded Men on board 


che Ships of the Fleet, propoſed to the Council the follow- 


ing Queſtions, ViZ, 


I. Whether an Attack upon the ORE” ; 
French Fleet gives any Proſ»ect of oy 2 Were, 
relieving Minorca? N 


* Read in Court, 2 Tryal. + Vid No. VII. Þ Vide 
No. VIII. 5 Vid: No. II. ” ide No IV. yy Yide No. XX. 
1 ide No. xxl. 8 


c 3 | II. 


(i198 F 


TI. Whether, if there was no French Unanimouſly of Oxi pi- 
Fleet cruiſing off Minorca the Eng- nion that the Fleet 


liſh Fleet could raiſe the Siege? could not. 


III. Whether Gibraltar would not Unanimouſly agreed 
be in Danger by any Accident that that it would be in 


might befal this Fleet ? Danger. 


1 


IV. Whether, an Attack with our 
Fleet, in the preſent State of it, upon 
that of the French, will not endanger 
the Safety of Gibraltar, and expoſe 
the Trade of the Mediterranean to 
great Hazard? 


Unanimouſly agreed 
that it would. 


V. Whether it is not moſt for His IWe are unanimouſly of 
Majeſty's Service, that the Fleet (Opinion that the Fleet 


ſhould immediately proceed for Ei- ſhould immediately 


Praltar? proceed for Gibraltar. 
Brie. James Younc. 
JAS. STUART. - CHas. CaTFORD. 
TEMPLE WEST. FRE DX. CORNWALL. 
Hy. WaRD. | GEO. EDGCUMBE, 

„». Wu. PARRY. 
Ep. CoRNWALLIS. JoRN AuHERST. 
PE . ARTHUR GARDINER. 
| EFFINGHAN. 
A. Hervey. | 
Mrcnr, EvkRITr. 
Wu. LLOYD. 


RoBr. BERT IE. 


N. B. 7515 8 of War is taken no Netice of in the Re- 
ſolutions of the Court Martial, 


No. XXVL 


„% BATTLE, as altered after the Action, to divide the crippled Ships. 


XXVI. 
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Vide Trial, in ſeveral Places, 


No. XxvII. Lisr of the Britih Fleet, under the Com: © 
mand of the Honourable Admiral Byng, when be engaged F m 
Monſieur De La Galiſſoniere's Fleet, off Cape Mola, the 1 w 

20th of May, 1756. 3 li 
| b 
Weight of Metal on the 8 
— —— 

Ships Names. = FL VS Bp YL 
8 | 5 8 = A | =] = 0 

Ramillies 9o 32 18 OT, 
Culloden 74 32 — 600 *: 
Buckingham on - --3® 18 535 2 5e 
Lancaſter 66 32 18 520 2 #; 
Trident 64 24 . 12 500 = E R 
Intrepid 64 24 12 480 = 7 
Captain 64 24 12 480 ; 10 
Revenge 64 24 12 480 1 1 
Kingſton 586 24 9 400 Y 1. 8 
Defiance A 12 400 4 C © 
Princeſs Louiſa 56 " V' 575 
Portland 48 4%'r oo BL = 
| 70 | N Le F 
FRIC 

FarGATES. | 
Deptford 48 24 0 280 La J 
Cheſterfield 40 250 La C 
Phoenix 22 160 La R 
Dolphin 22 160 14 J 
Experiment 22 | | 160 lad 

Total 933 : „ 
*N 

No. XXVIII, 


1 

7. ' : 
Jn 
4 5 
1 


1 No XVII. LisT of the French Fleet, under the a 


mand of Monſieur La Galiſſoniere, in the late Engagement | 


with the Eng 2 47 Cape Mola, May 20, 1756, as de- 
livered to the Honble, Admiral Byng, by Capt. Ward; and 
9 bim authenticated at the Court Marſhal, 


Weight of 
- Number of Metal on the 
s Mc... 
SHIPS. 2 5 3 5 S COMMANDERS. 
RS CER 
LeF roudroyant 84 700 250 52 24 Galifſoniere, Lt. G. Villars. 


Le Guerrier 74 650 150 42 24 dela Broſſe, Chef d'Eſcadre. 
La Couronne 74 650 150 42 24 DelaClue,Chet d'Eſcadre. 
Le Redoutable 74 650 150 42 24 Beaumont Le Maitre. 


Le Temeraire 74 650 150 42 24 Vilarzelle. 
L'Orphee 64 500 100 36 24 Saint Agnan. 

Le Lion 64 500 100 30 24 Du Rawent. 

Le Sage 64 500 100 36 24 Chevalier Raymonde. 
Le Content 64 500 100 36 24 Sabin Garmondt. 
LHipopotame 64 500 100 36 24 Rochmaure, 
Le Triton 64 500 100 36 24 Mercier. 

Le Fier 64 500 100 36 24 D Herwilk. 
FRIGATES, 

La Junon 40 18 Bautier D' Ger 
La Gratieuſe 30 18 Marqui ſan, 
I Roſe 30 18 Caſtebelit. 

La Topaze 24 12 De Carne. 

La Nymphe 24 12 


"6 « Vide Trial. 


a 


22 


F* Ne 0 XXIX. Five Letters of © EM From 
I Honourable Admiral BYNG. 


Genoua, May 25, 17 4 
HoNOURABLE Lim. 


1 the Honour to write to you the foth. Inſtant, 


„ef Barcelona. This goes to Nice, 


under Cover, to 


to wait for a Conveyance, which I wiſh it mizin ſoon meet 


with. 


* Read in Court: Yide Defence, Page 46, 


'This 


fo the 


—— . 
. . 
2 3 


2 1 a 
—— ——— —— 


— — 


UBT A As — * —— 
- ben — _ — as 


_ — 


42 1 


This Week Letters have been received from the Duke de 3 


Richelieu, and other French Officers, bearing Date from Mabon, 
the 25th paſt. They write, that Lieutenant-General Blake. 
ney had made ſuch Diſpoſitions for the Defence of the Caſtle 
of St. Pbillip's, that they could not flatter themſelves with 
Hopes of being Maſters of it in ſo ſhort a Time as was ex- 
pected, the Roads were ſo effectually broke and ſpoiled, and 


the want of Draft Horſes had greatly retarded their Ope- 


rations, but hope to open their Trenches the 12th or 15th 
Inſtant. The Duke in his Letter (a Copy of which I have 
ſeen) writes, that notwithſtanding you might arrive, he ho- 
ped to reduce the Caſtle. Letters from Toulon of the gth 
Inſtant, ſay, that they had got ready Five Ships of the Line, 
giz, Three of 64, One of 74, and one of 80 Guns, who 
were to ſail as this Day, to convoy Six Thouſand Men that 


were to embark, to reinforce the Duke of Richeheu's Army; 


they have likewiſe embarked ſome Cannon and Stores, with 
a Quantity of Proviſions,” and when they have landed the 
Troops, c. the Ships are to join the Squadron, under the Com- 
mand of Monſieur Galliſſonere. They are continually working 


on the other Ships on the Stocks, to get them ready for the 


Sea, Monſieur Gallifſontere's Squadron has taken off Mahon, 
and ſent to Toulon, an Engliſh Ship of 120 Tons, loaden 
with Oil from Gallipoli. This Week the French Conſul 
has ſent off about Forty Caulkers and Carpenters to 
Toulon; and the Emiſſaries which the French have kept 
in the Places along the Coaſt, have picked up ſome Seamen, 


but I cannot learn the exact Number. This Republick has 


ſent away about Fifty Men, ſince my laſt, to Corſica, and 
continue to recruit with the greateſt Diligence, taking Boys 


of Fiſteen or Sixteen Years old. IT am informed that they 


have made ſome Overtures, by means of their Miniſter of 
Turin, relative to obtain a Paſſage through his Sardinian 
Majeſty's Territories, for the two Swiſs Regiments, which 
they are in Treaty for, but have not received a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer. A large Genoueſe Ship, of about 800 to 1000 Tons, 


and might, if required, mount 80 Guns, now ready for the 


Sea, is treating for by the French; ſhe was bound to Cadix, 


but the owners have ſuſpended her taking in any more Goods 


for that Port, till the next Letters come in from France, She 
has only 21 to 24 Guns mounted on the Upper Deck; her 
Tafferel and Quarters, painted Blue and Vellow, makes a very 
good Appearance I with ſome of your Ships might fall in 
with, and carry her to you, till ſhe is ſtrictly examined into. 

I have 


* "1 
3 
1 
12 
1s 8 : 
5 
„ 


Em 


{have had undoubted Aſſurances, that the French have : 
ſencreaſed their Subſidy to this Republick, as I had the Ho- 


tour to mention to you in my laſt ; and that they were almoſt 


under a Neceſſity of accepting their Offers, as their Finances 


, e ſo low, they could not ſupport the Expences they are at 


4 a i $+.. 4; * 
. ME AE IS Le ey 


„ 
4 1 informed, that a Fleet of Sixteen Sail of Men of 
II War paſſed Cape Pallas the 11th inſtant, ſtanding North- 
I Falt, very little Wind, but at South-Weſt, fo that I make no 

I Doubt, but it was Admiral Byng, who, I ſincerely wiſh may 


about Corſica; and the French were continually threatning to 


end over a Body of Troops, if the Republick did not, un- 
er the Pretext that our loſing Minorca would oblige us to 
I cize upon one of their Ports in that Ifland. I beg you will 
believe me to be, with the moſt perfect Eſteem and Regard, 


Honourable Six, | 


Your moſt obedient, and moſt bumble Servant, 


——_— 


1 


1. No. XXX. From tg ere FowKE, and by 1 


communicated to the Honourable Admiral By x G. 
Cartagena, May 20. 1756. 


get up, before the Commander of the Toulon Squadron gets 


Intelligence; of which, I make no Doubt, unleſs adviſed by 
I Train of Tartans, placed at certain Diſtances; for an 


Expreſs from the Conſul of Cadiz to that of Barcelona, (ſup- 


; { poſed to give Advice of our Fleet being ſailed from your 
| Place) did not paſs Murcia till the Ninth at Night. | 


in Town are Numbers of Reports concerning the Enemy's 


| | Operations at Minorca, but ſo irregular and extravagant, as 


not worthy Repetition ; for, according to the beſt Accounts, 


; the Out-works of St. Phillips, were not inveſted the third 


preſent ; by reaſon the Enemy had found themſelves miſtaken 
in their Calculations, having expected to find the Engliſb 
aſleep, the Roads extraordinary good, Carriages in Abun- 
dance; but particularly, Cattle, or in Default, the Natives 


to draw them: May the pernicious Schemes of theſe com- 


mon Diſturbers of Europe, ever meet their juſt Reward of 
being confounded and deſtroyed, 8 


* Read in Court, Vids Defence, Page 46. 


: | Tam 


1 4 1 


I am informed, that the 28th ult. a Frigate of ours, took || 


and carried into Majorca two French Tartans, loaded with 


Stores, and Live-Cattle; and that the Captain had taken 


them on board his Frigate, the 4th preſent, and ſaid, with the 


firſt fair Wind, deſigned to put them in St. Philip's Calle. 


Jam moſt reſpeAfully, 
SiR, Your Excellency's 


| moſt obedient bumble Servant. 


— 


S 5 mm. 4 8 


P. S. Here is Letters in Town that tw at Sevil is Orders 
from Court, to get ready two hundred Pieces of Cannon, 


and twenty Mortars. 


r — — 


* No. XXXI. From 


— Sata a _ — 


Ho N. SIR, 


rive at Toulon, 


This Republick continue to recruit their Troops with the 
greateſt Diligence; and, I have been told, that the Difficu- 
ties they have met with in the Treaty for 'the two Swiſs Re- 
giments, has determined them for the preſent, to lay aſide ! 


the Thoughts of taking them into the Service. 


This Week the French Conſul has ſent to Toulon 1 20 Sea- | 


men, and continues his Endeavours to procure others. 


Two Days ago I was informed, that ſome of the French 
Emiſſaries had got hold of ſome of our ſtragling Seamen, 
who are aſhore ; I immediately complained of it, and the 
Secretary of State has informed me, that the Emiſſary had 
ſince been put into Priſon ; that the Government had ordered 
him to acquaint me, they had done their utmoſt to prevent 
the French Conſul from enliſting Men in their Dominions; but 
finding the Repreſentations had no Effect, they had given 
Orders to have all the French Emiſſaries ſecured ; and no- 
thing ſhould be wanting on their Parts, to put a Stop to it, 
I repiy'd, if that 

was their Deſign, they had it in their Power to put a Stop » | 
the | 


as they were fully reſolved to be neuter. 


* Read in Court: 2 Defence, Page 45. 


— to the Honourable Admiral BynG. N 


Genoua, May 24, 1756. 

Had the Honour to write to you the 17th Inſtant, ſince 
] which, Letters from Toulon of the 16th Inſtant, mention, 
that the "a Ships of War, as mentioned in my Laſt, were 
manned and ready to put to Sea, to convoy the Tranſports ; 
which lay ready to receive the Troops, as ſoon as they ar- 
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Iae French enliſting Men in their Dominions. Here are ſeve⸗ 
fi ral Seamen ſtragling about, ſome of which are come from 


| Fe ; and as they threatened they would go into the 
I french Service, to prevent which, I have ſecured them in 


: Priſon, hoping that J ſhall ſee one of your Squadron here in 
'Y few Days. I have alſo given a Memorial to the Doge and 
I Senate, repreſenting, That whereas they ſuffer People to 
nie Men for the French, and, that they had endeavoured 
Ft inveigle ſome of his Majeſty” s to leave their Ships in Port, 
| that to put a Stop to, I deſired they would aſſign me a ſecure 


Place to put all ſtragling Seamen into, until I can embark 
them on board his Majeſty's Ships, and am in Hopes to ſuc- 
ceed therein; the Certainty you will know with my next. 
[ have not to enlarge, only the Aſſurances of my being 
vith the greateſt Reſpect, 
Honourable 81 R, 
Your moſt obedient, and m * Humble Servant 


3 Ad- oY 
mural Byng, | — — _ 


— 


a No XXXII. e Gibraltar; ** 
Fowke communicated to the Honble. Aamir! Byng. 


Eurad of a Letter dated at Granville, the 2d of June, 17 756, 


from the Widow Perree des Fontenelles, and eldeſt Son, ta 


Mr. de Precourt, Captain of the Ship Montagu at Gibraltar, 


N. B. This Letter contains General Inſtructions to the 
Captain, to endeavour to redeem his Ship by Purchaſe ; and, 
in Conſequence, mentions what follows: 


Muſt tell you, that many of our Politicians are of Opini- 
on, that once we are in Poſſeſſion of Mahon, (which we 


imagine to have been the Caſe ever ſince the 20th of laſt 


Month, according to our laſt Letter) that we are to join with 
the Spanierds to beſiege Gibraltar, ſo that we will, agreeable 
tothe Advices which you get, and are to be depended upon, 
aways have an Eye to your Intereſt ; and you will act un- 
wiſely if you do not, on ſeeing a Profit to be made on the 
dale, get away as faſt as you can ; for this News may occa- 


fon a terrible Revolution at Gibraltar, and induce the Pro- 


prietors of the Prizes and Merchandize to part with them for 
tle or nothing, which would be much more agreeable to us, 
than 


* Read in Court "it Defence, Page 46. 


by ta 


I 1 JI g 
than to recover our Ship, conſidering the preſent Condition 


by the Force of Arms; beſides which, ſhe may, during the 
Siege, be knocked to Pieces by F Shot; in which 


Caſe we have nothing to pretend or hope for more. 
know what they ſay of the War at Gibraltar, and alſo what 


is doing there, if to be done without Danger, as you are 
ſenſible that we only want News for our own Satisfaction; 
take Notice, however, that if they think of the Siege of 
Gibraltar, as we do here, no Spaniſh or Engliſh Merchant 
will be for purchaſing; and in caſe you can obtain a Paſſ- 
port, you will be the only one that will have it in your Po w- 
er to take the Advantage of the Times; and, if the leaſt 
Suſpicion is entertained of the Matter, preſs the Sale, and ] 


get away as faſt as you can, 
The above is a true Tranſlation from the Original 


THO. FOWKE. £4 


* No. XXXIII. From — „ to the Honourable 1 
Admiral ByNG. 0 ä 
SIR, Malaga, 26th June, 1756. 


MHinorca from the foth to the 13th; during which Time he 
heard a continual Firing of Guns, but had not ſeen any 
Ships or Veſſels, nor heard of any being on that Station. 

[ am now to inform you that Yeſterday Morning a Swe- 


diſh Ship arrived here, and that the Maſter of her declares ö 
to every body, that the 10th and 11th of this Month he 


was very cloſe in with St. Philip's Caſtle, which kept a vio- 
lent Fire upon the Beſiegers; and that he was brought too 
the 11th by the French Squadron then cruiſing off the Iſland, 
That it conſiſted of twelve Sail of the Line, and four Fri- 
gates; that he was on board the French Admiral, who told 
him he expected to be reinforced every Hour with five or ſix 
Ships more of the Line from Toulon. 
This Swediſh Maſter's Account is given great Credit to; 
and, as he ſeems to be a ſedate, modeſt fort of a Man, I am 


apt to think myſelf that he has not forged this Story. He 
talks Engliſh perfectly well, and aſſured me I might depen | 


that what he ſaid was real F Ack. 
I have 


Read in Court, Vid. Defence, p. 46. 


HE 22d n T thought it my Duty to his Majeſtys 

Service, to diſpatch an Expreſs to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Foawke, with an incloſed for your Excellency, in which 
J acquainted you of the Arrival of an Engliſh at Ship this Port, 
the Maſter of which declared that he was off the Ifland of 


Ih 
I heart 
ortu 


Let us Fleet 
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„ 
r 


on T have nothing further to add on this Subject, except my 

I beartieſt Wiſhes that your Excellency may ſoon have an Op- 
ch portunity of gaining a compleat Victory over the French 
I ieet; and to aſſure you I am, with the greateſt Truth and 


at? Y Reſpect, _ 

—_ CES BY 

1; Your Excellency's moſt obedient humble Servant, 
of | 

nt — - 


. Honourable Admiral Byng. 


d No. XXXIV. Mr, Secretary CLEVELAND, to the Honourable 
Admiral BYXG. _ 


1 SIR, | 
0 IS Majeſty having received an Account, that the Squa- 
| H dron under your Command, and that of the French 
under the Command of Monſieur Ealiſſoniere, came to Ac- 
tion off the Harbour of Mabon the 20th of laſt Month; and 
that the French, (though inferior to you in Force) kept be- 
fore the Harbour, and obliged you to retreat : I am com- 
manded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to 
ſend you herewith an Extract of Monſieur Galiſſoniere's 
Letter to the Court, giving an Account of the Action: And 
to acquaint you, that his Majeſty is ſo much diſſatisfied with 
your Conduct, that he has ordered their Lordſhips to recall 
pourſelf and Mr. Weſi, and to ſend out Sir Edward Hawke 
and Rear Admiral Saunders to command the Squadron. 
am extremely ſorry to be obliged to inform you of ſuch a 
diſagreeable Event, being, with great Regard, 


Six, Your moſi obedient, humble Servant, 
J. Crtveiavp. 
Admiralty Office, 845 June, 1756, 
Hon. Adm. BYSG. 


Mediterranean. 
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No. XXXV, Ox DER of SUSPENSION. 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High $ 


Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 
W the King's Pleaſure has been ſignified to Us by 


you in the Command of his Majeſty's Ships there; You are 4 
hereby required and directed, upon being joined by Sir Eg. 1 
ward Hawke, immediately to ſtrike your Flag, and leave the 0 
Command of the ſaid Ships to him; and you are to return F] 
to England in his Majeſty's Ship the Antelope, which we have £1 
directed Sir Edward Hawke to ſend home with you; Rear- 2 
Admiral Weſi is alſo to proceed home in the ſame Ship; and 3 
Sir Edward Hawke is alſo ordered to diſcharge the Captains 4 

and Lieutenants of both the Ships in which your Flags are 


flying, and to ſend them likewiſe home in the Antelope. 


Given under our Hands, the 8th Day of June, 1756. ö 


ANSOCN. 3 
WILL. ROWLEY. 
BATEMAN. 
Rp. EDGECUMBE. 


To the Honourable John Byng, 
Admiral of the Blue Squadron 
of bis Majeſty's Fleet. 


By Command of their Lordſhips, 


J. CLEVELAND, 


Mr. Fox, one of his Principal Secretaries of 8 b 
2 , wu tate to 75 
ſend Sir Edward Hawke to the Mediterranean, to ſupercede S 
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NO XXXVII Copies of. Accounts given to Admiral Byng at Gibra. | : 


tar, of the State and Condition of the Ships of his Squadron ; which | 
Accounts were delivered 25 the Admiral i into Court on the 3oth f De-. Lanc 
cem ber. X* 
State and Condition of bis Majeſty's Ship 8 Captain Arthur | F FP 
Gardiner, in Dlkratier * May 3, 17 56. "1 
Number of Me © Li 
Complement 780. Borne 72 Muſtered 768. vicwalled 34. N 8 
Chegued and why abſent. 7 3 M 
Widows Men 8. Leave o. 3 Leave o. Lent 2. 
5 Sic Be 
On board 43. Gibraltar 5. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship 2. 0 
Of the Number borne. = 
Officers and Servants 50. Petty and able 453. Ordinary 100. 
Landmen 100. 3 B 
Soldiers, of Lord Robert Bertie's Fuzilers. . : 
Colonel, Rt. Hon. Lord Bertie. Lieut. Col. Marcus Smit. Y 


Captain, James Edgar. Firſt Lieutenants, Thomas Shiears, Ed- ; ; it. 
ward Tipping. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drums 2. Rank | 
| and File 64. ö 


Supernumeraries. LS Bi 

Belonging to other Ships o. Belonging to no Ship 72. Pris | I ent 

ſoners 0. N 

Pro viſio ons on board for the Complement at wht Allowance, Fl __ 

Days. . 

Bread 81. Beer 1. Wine 5 | — the 

Weeks. 5 © - | 

- Beef 12. Flour 8. Suet and Fruit 8. Pork 20 Peaſe 12. 

Oatmeal 12. Butter 13. Cheeſe 10. Oil o. Vinegar 10. 469 
Purſer's Neceſſaries 16. Tons of Water 150. 4 

Stores wanting. | LH \ 

Boatſwain' s, Gunner's, Carpenter's—Part | - == 

Abſent o. Condition of the Ship—Fit for Sea. When laſt 
cleaned—January 20, 17 56. 2 

A. Ganpines. | 

| . 2 J Lat 

The State and Condition i= his Maiehty s Ships in Rear Admiral WEST“ T 

Diviſion at Gibraltar, the 3d of May, 1756. me 

The INTREPID, FAMES YOUNG, Commander. ue 

Number of Men. - = 


ee 480. Borne 397. Muſtered 392. Viewalled | J Lie 


Chequed. 5 
Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent o. 1 
| Sick. * 
On board 35. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship wo I Be 


A « 

5 

& 1 

| 

2 

9 : 


1830 


of the Number borne: 


* 15 . | 
ih ; Officers and Servants: 48. Petty and able 224. Ordinary 70. 


Je. © 5 Landmen 55. 

$0 Soldiers of the Rt. Hon. Lord Robert Bertie s Fuzileers, © 
Major, Mace. Captain, Caldwell. Serjeants 4. Corporals z. 
ur brummers 2. Rank and File - 72. | FE 


| Huſk's. 
Lieutenant, Tbompchs Short of Complement 83. 
: Borne fince laſt Account. 
More o. Leſs 1. Reaſon of the Difference DD 
Supernumeraries. 
Belonging to other Ships o. To no particular Ship 4 Servants, 

6 Women. Priſoners o. 

5 Proviſions on Board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 

3 . 

Bread 76. "ER 9. Wine o. 
Weeks, i | 
Beef 10. Flour 10. Suet and Fruit 10, Pork 20. Peaſe 

12. Oatmeal 12. Butter 11. Cheeſe 12. Oil o. Yun 8. 

Purſer's Neceſſaries 8. Tons of Water 70, | 

| Stores wanting. | | 
Boatſwain '—Part. Gunner's —Part. Carpenter s—Part. Ab- 
ſent o. Condition of the Ship—Ports 829 When laſt cleaned 


—November 22, 1756. 


3 le CAPTAIN, CHARLES CATFORD, Cota 


| Number of Men. 
Complement 480. Borne 400. Muſtered 395. Vicualled 
FR Chegqued, 
Widows Men 5. Leave 0. _—_ Leave o. Lent o. 
r 
on board 38. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship Fl 
Of the Number borne. © 
Officers and Siren 46. Petty and able 212. Ordinary 52, 
Landmen 90. 


Soldiers, of Lord Robert Bertie“ Fuzileers. | 
Captain, Samuel Edhouſe. Serjeants 3.0 Corporal 4. Drum- 
mers 2. Rank and File 65. 
Huſk's. 
Lieutenant, John Coningham, 
Pulteney's. 
Lieutenant, Ph]. Diſpard. Short of Complement, 80. 
V“i¾HHeorne ſince aft Account. | 
1 DD 


More o. Leſs he Reaſon of the Difference 27 Dig 


Supernumeraries, 


belonging to other Ships 9. To no particular Ship o. Priſoners o. 
| _ Proviſions 


Prowiſiaus on Board for "hb . at whole Allmwance 
ays. 
Bread 84. Beer 1. Wine o. 
Mees. 
Beef 16. Flour 6. Suet and Fruit 6. Pork 20. Peake 14. 


Oatmeal 6. Butter 9. Cheeſe 9. Oil z. TOs 17. Pur. 1 


ſer's Neceſſaries 12. Tons of Water 80. 
Stores wanting. 


Boatſwain's o. Gunner's o. Carpenter's Abſent o. 
Condition of the Ship, — Fit for Sea. When wy cleaned be- 3 


cember 5, 1755. 


8 


— 


The LANCASTER, JOHN AMHERST, Counanves, 13 


Number of Men. 


5344. 


a Chequed. FL, 
Widow's Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave 8 Lent 3. 
Sich. | 


On Board 32. 11 of which, Small Pox. Gibraltar o. Ma- 7 


hon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
| Of the Number borne. 


Officers and Servants 38. Petty and able 227. Ordinary 88. 


Landmen 100. Short of Complement 67. 
Supernumeraries. 


Belonging to other Ships o. To no particular Ship 99. Sol- : f 


diers. Priſoners o. 15 
Prowviſions on board For the "Complement at whole Allowance. | 
Days. | 
Bread 86. Beer 27. Wine o. 
' Weeks. RE 
Beef 20. F oat” n, Get and Pit 1. Pork 20. Peaſe 
11. Oatmeat 11. Butter 63, Cheeſe 64. Oil 4. Vinegar 
13. Purſer's Neceſſaries 20. Tons of Water 100. 
Stores Wanting, 

Boatſwain's, Part. Gunner's, Part. Carpenter” „ N 
Asſen, | Occaſion 
Surgeon's 3d Mate — — — wanting 
Condition of the Ship — Pit for Sea 
When laſt cleaned | March 17, 1750. 

The particular Account of the Supernumeraries belonging to no Ship. - 
Soldiers of the Right Hon. Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment. 
Commiſſion Officers 2. Non-commiſſion and private 66. Wo- 
men and Children . 
| Soldiers of the Hon, Colonel Cornwallis's Regiment. 
Commiſſion Officers 2. Non - commiſſion and private 4. Re- 


cruits 13. | 
Soldiers 


Complement _” Borne 453. "_— 445. Victualled ; 


oft 
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[55] 


| Soldiers of Lord Panmure's Regiment. 
Commiſſion Officers 2. 2 to — . I. 


—5— 


The DEFIANCE, THOMAS ANDREWS, Commanyee. 


Number of Men. | 
Complement 400. Borne 347. Muſtered 343: Viaualted 


437. 
. 
Widow's Men 4. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent o. 
Sick, 


On benrd 29. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 

Officers and Servants 40. Petty and able 112. Ordinary 97. 

Landmen 98. 
| Soldiers of Lord Robert Bertie's Fuzileers. 

Captain, James Harvey. Lieutenants, George Julian, John 
Davenport, Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Kank 
and File 73. 


+ . Rich's. 
Enſign, James Poole. 
Ss | Fowke's. 
Enſign, Peter Ruſſel. Short of Complement 53. 
Borne fince laſt Account. 
More o. Leſs 3. Reaſon of the Difference, DD. 
Supernumeraries, 


| Belonging to other Ships o. To no particular Ship 2. Maſter 


of the Minorca Packet Boat and his Mate. 6 Women. Priſoners on 


| Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
/ 1 Days. 88 
Bread 85, Beer 7. Rum 20. 
Weeks. © 
Beef 20. Flour 12. Suet and Fruit 12. Pork 194. Peaſe 
113. . - Oatmeal 1. iz. Cheeſe 12. Oil o. 


Vinegar 16. Purſer's Neceſſaries 20. Tons of Water 60. 


Stores abanling. 
Boatſwain's o. Gunner's o. Carpenter's o. 


Abſent 80 = | Occaſion 
Surgeon's 2d Mate — — 
Maſter at Arms | | | | 
Sail Maker c As 2 N. be not 
Condition of the Ship 3 ack Fit for Sea. 


When laſt cleaned Dem 17, 1755. 


— — 


The BUCKINGHAM, MICHAEL EVERITT, 
COMMANDER. 


Number of Men. . 
Complement 535. . Borne 462. Muſtered 457. Victualled 
537. | * 


1 | Chegued 


[56] 
Chequed. 
Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. 


Lent o. 
1 Sick. 
On Board 12. 


Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Ho; pita Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. | 
Officers and Servants 60. Petty and able 312. 

Landmen 46. 

Soldiers of Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment. 
Major, Henry Gore. Lieutenant, 
tenant, James Gardiner. Serjeants 1. 


mers 2. Rank and File 65. Short of Complement 73. 
Borne fince laſt Account. = 
x9 Dag 
More o. Leſs 11. Reaſon of the Difference þ 5 +] 
I R 4 


5 upernumeraries. 


Belonging 10 other Ships o. To no particular Ship, 6 Women. 4 


Priſoners o. 
Proviſi rons on Board for the C omplement at whole Allowance. 


Days. 

Bread 84. Beer 8. Wine o. 
Weeks. Es 43 
Beef 16. Flour 2. Suet and Fruit 2. Pork 20. Peaſe 12. 
Oatmeal 12. Butter 12, Cheeſe 12. Oil o. ; 


Purſer's Neceſfaries 12. Tons of Water 93. 
Stores wanting. 

Boatſwain's, Part. Gunner's, Part. Carpenter's, Part. 
Abſent o. Condition of the Ship, — Fit for Sea. 


cleaned,— January 2, 1756. 


—— 


The State and Condition of his Maiefty s Ship CuLLoDs u, Captain 9 


Henry Ward, Commander, in Gibraltar-Bay, May 2, 1756. 


Number of Men. 
Complement 600. Borne 527. Muſtered 521. Viewalled 624 
Chequed and why abſent. 
Widows Men 6. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent © 
Sick. | | 
On Board o. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 


Officers and Servants 5o. Petty and able 369. 
Landmen 78. Short of Complement 73. 
Borne fince laft Account. 
More o. Leſs 1. Reaſon of the Difference, DS at ul, 


Hoſpital 


Supernumeraries. i 
Belonging to other Ships ©, . to no Ship 103. Pri 
ſoners o. : 


Provi 72 


Ordinary 44, 13 


Ralph Donollin. Lieu- þ | 
Corporals 3. Drum- 5 


Vinegar 12. 


TEMPLE Ww E87. | 


Ordinary 30. 


Privat 


Cap 
tenant 


: g Engr 


$744 


Ss N 


. SH - 

Proviſions on Board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
2/0 Dax. => 
Bread 84. Beer 26. Wine o. 

| Weeks. 3 
Beef 20. Flour, Suet and Fruit, in Proportion. Pork 20. 
peaſe 12. Oatmeal 12. Butter 4. Cheeſe 4. Oil 8. Vine- 
gar 20. Purſer's Neceſſaries, for the Time of the Victualling. 
Tons of Water 115. 18 
Stores wanting. 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's o. 


Abſent. : | Occafton. 
Chaplain | | — — Run 
durgeon's third Mate — — wanting 


Condition of the Ship 


8 Fit for Sea. 
When laſt cleaned Sins: 


January 4, 1756. 


Of the Supernumeraries. 
General Stuart 1. His Attendants 5 : 0 
| Lord Bertie's Regiment. | 
Captain Dromgole 1. Lieutenant Mercer 1. Doctor 
nd Mate 2. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3 Drummers 2 þ 83 
Private 68. Women 6. | = CET 
. General Huſk's Regiment, | 
Captain Hemmington 1. Lieutenant Smith 1. Lieu 
tenant Monro 1. Corporal 1. Private 6. Women 2. 5 " 
General Rich's Regiment. 
Enign Wilburn 1. Enſign Lewis 1. 1 2 


103 


H. WARP. 


* — 


late and Condition of his Majeſty's Ship Tris NT, Captain Philip 
Durell, Commander, in Gibraltar Bay, May 2, 1756. 


ff Number of Men. 

8 500. Borne 433. Muſtered 426. ViQualled 
126, | | | 
 Chequed and why abſent. | 

Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent o. 

| Du = RY 

On Board 20. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
At Hazler 2. ; E 
| Of the Number borne. | 

Officers and Servants 42. Petty and able 122. Ordinary 180. 
Landmen 89. | 
Soldiers of Lord Robert Bertie's Fuzileers. 
Captain, Walter Corbett. Lieutenant, Robert Gamboll. Ser- 
ants 3, Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Rank and File 56 Fa 

. Colonel. 


[ 58] 

: | Colonel Cornwallis's. 5 
Lieutenant, Robert Carr. Enſign, Philip Boggs. SSD 1. 4 
Corporals 1. Drummers 2. Rank and file 13. Short of Com- 1 
plement 67. 2 


| Borne ſince laſt Account. 

More o. Leſs 7. Reaſon of the Difference Dsq 7. 
| Super numeraries. ; 
Belonging to other Ships o. Belonging to no Ship o. Priſoners o. 
Proviſions on board for - Complement at . . 4 

ays. | 

Bread 84. Beer 3. Wine o. 

Mees. 3 
Beer 13% Flour 14. Suet and Fruit 2. Pork 20. Peaſe 12. 
Oatmeal 12. Butter 11. Cheeſe 11. Oil o. N TY i 
Purſer's Neceſſaries 12. Tons of Water 85. 2 
Stores wanting. 


Boatſwain's, Gunner' s, Carpenter's, Part. 15 1 
Abſe we. . Occaſſon. | 


tre dey Lieutenant — — — Lilbury. 


Chaplain — — | Sick on Shore. On 
Gunner — — Dead. 
Condition of the Si —O2 Fit for wy 1 3 Of 
WhenAaft cleanei — — ——— February 2, 17;6.7M Lindn 
Pur. Do REL.) 3 Z 
; FJ 
The State and Condition f his Majeſty's 9515 Revence, Captain Fre- Belo 
derick Cornevall, Commander, i in Gibraltar Bay, May 2, 17 * 4 Y 
| Namber of Men. “Brea 
Complement 480. Borne 420. Muſtered 415. Vicuualed 515. 
| Chequed and why abſent. "Þ Beef 
Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave. o. Lent o. batme 
| Sic. 2M fuſer” 
On Board 29. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 3 | 
Of the Number borne. = Boat 
Officers wid Servants 48. Petty and able 214. Ordinary 58. YI Abſent 
Landmen 100. enn 


Soldiers of Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment. — 
Captain, John Hylyn. Lieutenant, William Colhoun. Lieute- 1 The 
nant, Francis Kineen. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drummers 1, and Sol 


Rank and File 64. Women. 7. 3. Dit 
Lord and Lady Effingham and Attendants 7 beging 
| Belonging to General Hulk's Regiment. 0 — 
Lieutenant 1. Serjeant 1. Corporal 1. Drum 1. Recruits 5. Hate an 
Belonging to the Earl of Effingham's — = Vf 

Enſigns 3. Short of Complement 60. : 


| Supernumerartes. | 4 , Co 
Belonging to other Ships O. Belonging to no Ship o. Priſoners o. m 


Proviſios 


— January I, 17 56. 


[591]. 


Provo tons on Board for the 1 at whole Allowance. 
ays. 
Bread 82. Beer 13. Wine o. 
Weeks. 44 
Beef 15. Flour 4 Suet and Fruit 4. Pork 19. Peaſe 12. 
Oatmeal 12. Butter 13. Cheeſe 13. Oil o. Vinegar 11. 
Purſer's Neceſſaries 12. Tons of Water 76. 
Stores Wanting. 
Boatſwain's, Part. Gunner's, Part. — 8. part Abſent o. 
Condition of the Ship, —Fit for Sea. When laft cleaned, Decem- 
ber 22, 1755. FaeD. ConnewaALL., 


ſhe State and Condition of his Majeſty's Ship K N, Captain 
William Parry, Commander, 24 May 1756. 


1 | Number of Men. 
bm 400. Borne 332. Muſtered 328. Victualled 424 


Chequed and why abſent. 
Widows Men 4. Leave 6 Without Leave 0. Lent ©. 
Sick. | 
On Board 20. ER” o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 


Officers and Servants 42. Petty and able 119. Ordinary 76. 
Landmen 95. Short of Complement 68. 
- | Borne fince laſt Account. 
More ©. Leſs 10. Reaſon of the Difference, Dſq. 
Supernumeraries. 
Belonging to aa Ships o. Belonging to no Ship o. Priſoners o. 
Proviſions on Board far the Complement. at whole Allowance. 
Days. 
Bread 84. Beer 14 Wine o. 
Weeks. | | 
Beef 14. Flour 4. Suet and Fruit 2. Pork 20. Peaſe 12. 
Oatmeal 12. Butter 12. Cheeſe 12. Oil o. Vinegar 12. 
Puſer's Neceſſaries, Compleat. Tons of Water 70. | 
Stores M. enting. 


Boatſwain' 8, Gunner 8, Carpenter's, Compleat. 
Abſent o. Condition of the Ship — Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned 


Paſſengers borne for Victuals ok 

The Hon. Edward Cornwallis, Eſq; and 2 Servants 3. Officers 
and Soldiers belonging to Bertie's Regiment 69. OY Panmure's 
3. Ditto, Welch Fuzileers 13. Ditto, Rich's 2. Women be- 
longing to Bertie 8 6. Total 96. | WILLIAM PARRY. 


— 


State and Condition of bis Maiefty's Ship Pay NCESS Loves, Captain 
Thomas Noel, Commander, at Gibraltar, May 2, 1756. 
Number of Men. 


dnn 88 Borne 336, Muſtered 327. 
Chegued 


. Cbequed and 1vhy abſent. . £ 
Widows Men 8. Leave 1. Without Leave o. Lent o. 77 
Sick. | | 2 

On Board o. On Shore o. Short of Complement 64. 1 
Supernumeraries. 3 


ag ws to other ſhips o. Belonging to no Ship o. Sick on 


Shore o. Priſoners 42. | 1 

Proviſions on Board for the Complement at whole Allowance, 7 

Days. | A 

Bread 70. Wine 70, f 
Weeks. 


Beef 10. Pork 10. Peaſe 10. Oatmeal 10. Flour 10, 
Fruit 10. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 10. Vinegar 10. Tons 
of Water 100. | | 5 


Stores wanting. | 3 

Boatſwain's, Part. Gunner's, Part. Carpenter's, Part. Abſent o. 
Condition of the Ship Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned Decen- 
ber 11, 1755. THromas NOE. 


State and Condition of his Majeſiys Ship PoRxTLAND, Captain Pat. I 
Baird, Commander, Gibraltar Bay, May 5th, 1756. 


Number of Men, . 
Complement 300. Borne 233. Muſtered 219. 
Chequed and why abſent. | 3 
Widows Men 6 With Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 2. 
— ] 
On Board 18. On Shore 6. 
Of the Number borne. | N 
Officers and Servants 37. Petty and able 111. Ordinary 42. Br 
Landmen 43. Short of Complement 67. Fa 


Supernumer aries. 


Belonging to other Ships 3. Not belonging to any Ship o. 1753 


Sick on Shore o. Priſoners 33. 
Prowiſions on board for 5 Complement at whole Allowance. 8 
| Days. e 1 
Bread 63. Wine 53. . ate 
| Weeks. | 


Beef 122. Pork 123. Peaſe 95. Oatmeal 94. Flour 124. | 
Fruit 123. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 85. Vinegar 82. Tons 


of Water 72. . C0 
Stores wanting. 1 8 
Boatſwain's, Part. Gunner's, o. Carpenter's, Part. Abſent o. W. 
Condition of the Ship Wants cleaning. When laſt cleaned— 
17 May, 1755. ! 22 
Par. Baird. | 0 


The Land 


"ol 


the State and Condition of his Majefly's Ship PoxTLAnD, Captain 
Patrick Baird, Commander, in Gibraltar Bay the 8:h May, 1956. 


gs Number of Men. 
Complement 300. Borne 299. Muſtered 285. Victualled 285, 
- Chequed and why abſent. 
Widows Men 3. Leave op 1 Leave o. Lent 1. 
Ic. 


On Board 8. Gibraltar 10. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 

| Of the Number borne. | 
Officers and Servants 37. Petty and able 109. Ordinary 43. 
AUandmen 43. = | | | 
2 Soldiers of General Guile's Regiment. 


BY Lieutenant, Francis Lind. Enſign, William Brabazon. Ser- 
"Y jzants 2. Corporals 1. Drummers 1. Rank and File 59. 
9 Marines. | 8 


Serjeants o. Corporals o. Drummers o. Private 2. Of 
what Diviſion, Chatham. Short of Complement 1. 
Borne fince laſt Account, 
More 66. Leſs o. Reaſon of the Difference, 65 Sold. 1 enter'd. 
| — Supernumeraries. 
Belonging to other Ships o. Belonging to no Ship o. Priſoners o. 
Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
| Days. | 
Bread 84. Beer o. Wine 56. 
„„ Weeks. „ 
Beef 12. Flour 12. Suet and Fruit 12. Pork 12. Peaſe 12. 
Y Oatmeal 12. Cheeſe o. Oil 12. Vinegar 12. Purſer's Neceſ- 
Y faries 12. Tons of Water 91. 3 
5 | | Stores wanting. | | 
; Boatſwains o. Gunner's o. Carpenter's o. Abſent o. Con- 
HY dition of the Ship Fit for Sea. When laſt'cleaned —1 7th of May, 
755. 


Par. BIRD. 


State and Condition of his Majeſty's Ship DEPT ORD, the Hon. George 
Edgcumbe Commander, in Gibraltar Bay, Hay 2, 1750. 


| Number of Men. | 

Complement 280. Borne 280. Muſtered 265. 
Chequed and why abſent. 
Widows Men 6. With Leave o. Lent 8. 


is | Sick. 

On Board o. On Shore 1. | 

. | Of the Number borne. | 
Officers and Servants 36. Petty and able 144. Ordinary o. 


Landmen o. 
, Supernumoraries. 


f 62 ] 
| Supernumeraries. ; 
Belong] ng to other Ships g. Not belongin "to an Ski N 
Sick on wo o. Priſoners 17. 8 y Ship vt : 


Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole 33 of all f '0) 
Species. . La 
Days. = 


Bread 4 Wine 60. 


| Weeks. 925 

Beef 20. Pork 16. Peaſe 20. Oatmeal 7. Flour o. 
Fruit o. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Suet o. Oil 5. Vinegar o. 
Tons of Water 75. 1 "I 7 
| | Stores wanting. = 

Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's—Part. Condition of the 
Ship—Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned— March 21, 1756. ZI <4 

| Geo. EpGcunzE. 
"FN M 

State and Condition of his Majefy's Ship 6 Capi. , 
William Lloyd Commandar, at Gibraltar, May 3, 1756. 
Number of Men. 77 
Complement 250, Borne 237. Muſtered 231. TY 

Chegued and why abſent. & © 

Widows Men 3. With Love, Lent 2. Without Lear o. 
Sick, | FAY © 

On board 6. On Shore 1. | : 4 

Of the Number borne, 1 

Officers and Servants 32. Petty and able 164. * 25. 'F 

Landmen 16. Soldiers of Priſoners 34. Short of Complement | 94 

13. '1I 

Proviſions on board for the C TEN re at whole Allowance. | f - 
Days. 11. 
Bread 54. Wine 10. Brandy o. | 


Weeks. | 9 
Beef 12. Pork 12. Peaſe 10. Oatmeal 7. Oil? 72. Cheeſe o. FF Þ; 
Vinegar 9. Water in Tons 50. = 
Stores wanting. | „ 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's, None. Condition of the 
Ship—Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned—July 18, 1755. . | 


Lrovp. | : 
1 1 
V 
State and Condition of his Majeſty's Ship ExrerxMENT, James Gil- 
chriſt, Z/q; Commander, May 7, 1 756, Gibraltar Bay. 5 


| Number of Men. 
Complement 160. Borne 147. Muſtered 141. 

Chequed and why abſent. 2 
Widows Men 3. With Leave 0. Without Leave o. Lent | 


Jie — Þ 
8 2 
7 1 


in French Veſſels o. 


631 

„„ 55 — | 

On board o. On Shore 3. Hoſpital Ship o. 

Of the Number borne. 

Officers and Servants 26. Petty and able 116. Ordinary 5. 
Landmen o. Short of Complement 13. 

Proviſion on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
ays. 


Weeks. 
Beef 11. Pork 12. Peaſe 10. Cheeſe o. Oatmeal 11. 
Flour 2. Suet 2. Oil 7. Vinegar 9. Water in Tons o. 


Stores wanting. 


Bread 50. Wine 30. 


Boatſwain's, Gunner s, Carpenter's, —Part. Condition of the 


Ship Fit for Sea. When Parliament heeled— April 9. 1758 
Abſent. | 
In England 2. Sick on Shore 3. In Prizes 2. Dich Widow's 
Man 1. Short of Complement 13. Total 21. „ 
7 Js. GiLcnxisrt. 


9 


The State and Condition of his 2 5 Ship Dot *, n 
Benjamin Marlow Commander, in Gibraltar * May 6, £7906 


1 Number of Men. | 
Complement. 160. Borne 160. Muſtered 50. Victualled 50. 
| Chequed and why abſent. 
Widows Men 3. Leave o. pag Leave o. Lent 101. 
Sic 
On board 1 Gibraltar 6. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne, 
Officers and Servants 24. Petty and able 1 36. Ordinary o. 
Landmen o. 


Supernumeraries. 
Belonging to other Ships 19. Not belonging to any Ship 15. 
Priſoners 6. 
Provifi ons on board for the Complement at whale Allowance. 


Days. 


Weeks. 
Beef 19> Flour 19. Raiſins 19. Pork 19. Peaſe 19. Oat- 


Bread 113. Wine 118. 


meal 17. Oil 17. Vinegar 4. Purſer's Neceſſaries 16. Tons of 


Water 40. 
Stores wanting. 

Boatſwain? s, Gunner's, Carpenter's, —Part. Abſent Capt. Scrope. 
Gunner. Occaſion—at St. Philip's Caſtle. Condition of the Ship 
— wanting ſome Repairs. When laſt cleaned—July 22, 1755- 

BEN. MakTOW. 


Supernumeraries. 


: 7 — 2 * — LEE 
HW ELLE Eel OBTAIN WR XI * -——_- _— 
ay — — - n — — * 
— * — 7 
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State and Condition of his Majeſty's Sloop the Fox r unk, Captain Jarvis | 


Mapleſden Commander, Gibraltar Bay, May 2, 1750. 


? Number of Men. 
Complement 80. Borne 80. Muſtered 78. 
dows Men 1. 5 
; Sick. - 
On board o. On Shore o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 


| Officers and Servants 19. Petty and able 61. Ordinary o. 


Landmen o. 
Supernumeraries. 


| Borne 26. Muſtered 24. Checqued o. Sick on Shore 2. Short | 


of Complement o- | | 
Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance, 
Days. | | | 
Bread 49. Beer o. Wine 49. 
19 | Was. 
Beef 9. Pork 9. Peaſe 9. Oatmeal 12. 
o. Oil 7. Vinegar 3. Tons of Water 23. 
Stores wanting. 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's, — None. 


2, 1755. 


No. XXXVIII. 
Hon. Sir, 


Annexed is Duplicate of what I had the honour to write and 
ſent it to Nice, this goes by the way of Barcelona, and is purely to 
adviſe you, that this Morning is arrived a French Tartan in five days | 
from Toulon, the Maſter reports, that the Day before he departed, F 
a Tartan arrived from Mahon with Sick and Wounded People, and 
pretends they had begun to Bombard the Caſtle of Sz. Philip's, there 
was a Mortality among their Cattle, which Retarded their Oper- ; 
The Genoeſe Ship mentioned in the other ſide certainly | 


ations. 
waits for Anſwers from Paris. 


I beg leave to Crave a favour of you, in Caſe you ſhould want a 
Tender TI have a Ship of 280 Tons with 16 Guns, a very Good 
Ship that you would be pleaſed to prefer her to any other, the Ma- 


ſter a very ſober Diligent Man for whoſe. Conduct I will be anſwer- 


able, my Worthy friend Mr. Hervey promiſed to Recommend this 


my requeſt, the Ship is at Leghorn and will be ready for the Sea in 

about 10 or 15 days and waits your Commands, 1 

A large Catalan Bark is arrived from Cadiz Loaden with Sugar 

and Cottee part of a Martinico Ship's Cargoe arrived there, and 

others are expected from Cadis. | 1 
are 


Chequed o. Wi- ö 


Butter o. Cheeſe 


| Abſent—Purſer, | 
Occaſion, — not appeared. Condition of the Sloop, — Foul, Pintle 
of the Rudder loote in the Gudgeons. When laſt cleaned Sept. 

| Jax. MaeLesDen, 1 


Genoa, 17th. May, 1756. ö 


with 


[ 65 ] 


I have not to enlarge only to aſſure you of the Great Reſpe& 


with which I am 
Hon. S I R, 


Your moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant 
John Birtles. 


* 
— 


No. XXXIX. The — Accounts of the State and Condition of the 
Ships of the Squadron on the 17th of May 1756 (except two of the 
Frigates, which are dated the 12th of that Month) were delivered into 
Court by the Priſoner, on the 18th of January. 


Slate and Condition of his Majeſly's Ship RamiLLies, Ginn Arthur 
Gardiner, at Sea May 17, 1756. 


| | Number of Men. 
Complement 780. | Borne 780. Muſtered 754. Victualled 


834. 

8 Chequed and wwhy abſent. | 

Widows Men 8. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 7. 

Sick. : | 

On board 40. Gibraltar 11, Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
| Of the Number borne. N | 

Officers and Servants 70. Petty and able 433. Ordinary 100. 
Landmen 100. . 

Soldiers. | 

Colonel, Rt. Hon. Lord Robert Bertie. Lieut. Colonel, Marcus 
Fmith. Captain, James Edgar. Firſt Lieutenants, Thomas Sheirs, 
Edward Tipping. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Rank 
and File 64. 

Of what Regiment. 
Lord Robert Bertie's Fuzzileers. 
Supernumeraries. _ 

Belonging to other Ships o. Belonging to no o Ship 80. Priſo- 

ners O. 
Froviſi ons on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
ays. 
Bread 67. Beer o. Wine 43. 
Weeks. | 

Beer 104. Flour 64 Suet and Fruit 6X, Pork 175. Peaſe 
95. Oatmeal 92. Butter 9. Cheeſe o. Oil 9. Vinegar 92. 
Purſer's Neceſſaries 11. Tons of Water 160. 

Stores wanting. | | | 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's, Part. Condition of the 


dhip Fit for Sea. When laſt * 20, 1756. 
A. GaRDIN ER. 


oy = The 


[66] 


The State and Condition of his Majeſty's Ships in Rear Aura Wzs $T'g | 
Divifh on at Sea this 17th of May, 1756. = 


B 
Ship's Name | Commander's Name 

Defiance Thos. Andrews JF B 

| The Number of Men. F 0atr 

Complement 400. Borne 347. Muſtered 316. Victualled 388, Y Nec 

Chequed. Writ fe 

Widows Men 4. Leave o. 3 Leave t. bent , . 
Sic 


On Board 13. Gibraltar 6. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
| Of the Number Borne. ED | 1 
Officers and Servants 40. Petty and Able 112. Ordinary 97. Co 
Landmen 98. 
Soldiers. Wi. 
Lord R. Bertie's Regiment. | 
Captain, J. Harvey. Lieutenants, G. Julian, S. Devonport. on 
Enſign J. Pool. Serjeants 3. Corporals 2. Drummers 2. Rank 


and File 61. Short of Complement 4. Offi 
Proviſions on Board for the Complement | at vꝛohole Allewance Landm 
Days. 


Bread 70. Rum. 10. Wine 42. Maje 
Weeks. Corpor 

Beef 18. Flour 10. Suet and Fruit 10. Pork 17. Peaſe 9; 

Oatmeal 14. Butter 10. Cheeſe 10. Oil o. Vinegar 14 
Purſer's Neccil: aries 18, Water in Tons 94. | Short 

Stores Wanting. | | 
Boatſwain o. Gunner o. Carpenter o. Surgeon's ad. Mate 3elon 
Diq. Maſter Arms, Sail Maker, Wanting. Condition of the nioner 
Ship—Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned -- December 17, 1755. Pr, 
Ship's Name Commander's Name Bread 
Lancaſter H. Geo. Edgcumbe 
The Number of Men. | Beef 
Complement 520. Borne 462. Muſtered 430. Vitualled 5050 Vatmeal 
Q hequed. | Necefſari 
Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave 2 Lent 11. iris ve 
Sick. | 
On board 47. Gibraltar 14. Mahon o. Hoſpital 1 0. | 
Of the Number borne. | 
Officers and Servants 47. Petty and Able 228. Ordinary 8 
Landmen 98.  Soldrers. Compl, 
Officers. | 


Captain, Matt. Smith. Lieat. Chas. Haylin. Enſigns Dan Widow 
Hughes, James Patterſon. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drum: 


mers 3. Rank and File 61. On Bos 
| Lord R. Bertie's and Col. Cornwalis's Regiments. | 
Borne fince laſt Account, Officers 


More 3. Leſs o. Reaſon of the Difference. Entd. o. Shonfandmen 
of Complement 60, Prowiſini 


67 1 
Provifions on board * the Complement at whole Allowants, 
Days. 
Bread 64. Beer 8. Wine 56. 
| Weeks. © 
Y Beef 172. Flour 84. Suet and Fruit 85. Pork 192, Peaſe 85. X 
F Oatmeal 8. Butter 4. Cheeſe 4. Oil 4. Vinegar 12. Purſer's 
. Þ Neceffaries 17. Water in Tons 120. Condition of the Ship— 
Tit for Sea. When laſt cleaned—March 16, 1756. 


Ship's Name Commander: Name 
Intrepid Jas. Young 
The Number of Men. 
Complement 480. Borne 397. Muſtered 379. Victualled 462. 


hequed. 
Widow's Men 5. Leave o. _ Leave o. Lent 5: 
Sic 
Jon Board 25. Gibraltar 8. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
* Of the Number borne. 
Officers and Servants 48. Petty and Able 22 . 70. 
Landmen 55. Soldiers. 
Officers. 


Major, Meace. Captain, Caldwell. Lieut. Thomſon. Serjeants 4. 
Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Rank and File 69. 
H what Regiment. 
| HAuſk's and Lord R. Bertie 8. 
Short of Complement 83. 
Supernumeraries. 
. to other Ships o. Belonging to no Ship—Servants 2. 
Tioners o. 
Proviſio bong on board for the Complement at oboe Allowance. 
Days. 
Bread 63. Rum o. Wine 56. 
| Weeks. | 
| Beef 9. Flour 63. Suet and Fruit 24. Pork 18. Peaſe 10. 
Damen! 10. Butter 9. Cheeſe 7. Oit o. Vinegar 7. Purſer's 
eceſſaries 10. Water in Tons 105. Condition of the Ship 
"ts very Leaky, When laſt cleaned— Nov. 22, 1755 


1 
= 


te 
Ne 


— 


=: i _  GOhip's Name Commanders 3 
| Captain Chs. Catford 
9. The Number of Men. 
Complement 480. Borne 401. Muſtered 388. Victualled 456. 
Chequed. 
nl Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 5. 
mM- de. 


On Board 63. Gibraltar 3. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number Borne. 


Officers and Servants 46, Petty and Able 212, Ordinary 5 3. 
oFandmen -90, =» e 3 | Soldiers. 
101 | 3 | 


16 


Soldiers. 

| Officers. = 
Lieutenant Php. Deſpar. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drums | * 

mers 2. Rank and File 39. £1 
Of what Regiment. Es * p 
Huſk's and L, Rt. Bertie's. | | 
Short of Complement 79. | 7 95 
Provifions on board for the 8 omplement at whole * | To 

ays. | | 

Bread 70. Rum o. Wine 48. 4 
Weeks. 2 l 
Beef 14. Flour 5. Suet and Fruit. 8. Pork 18. Peaſe 12, 1 Wo 


Oatmeal 5. Butter 7. Cheeſe 7. Oil 3. Vinegar 15. Purſers 
Neceſſarles 11. Waterin Tons 128. Condition of the = \ 
Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned—Dec. 5, 1755. 4 ; 


Ship's Name Commander” s Name 24 7 
Buckingham Mc. Everitt 5 
; The Number of Men. = 
Complement 5 35. Borne 467. I 461. Victualled 554, 041 
Cheque | = 
| Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 14. oy 
| Sick. = 4 
On Board 12. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. © | OO 
Officers and Servants 65. Petty and Able 312. Ordinary 44 I} .. 
Landmen 46. 1e 
Soldiers. c 
* Officers. 
Major, Henry Goare. Lieut. Rph. Donelan. Do. Jas. Gardner 25 
Serjeants 1. Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Rank and Pile 66, 0 
Of what Regiment, = v 
L. Rt. Bertie's. 1 
Short of 8 68. Þ ©) 
Supernumeraries. =» 
Belonging to other Ships o. Belonging to no Ship 18. Priſoners o. 1 _ 
| Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 8 
| D ays. Lan 
Bread 69. Rum o. Wine 48. = 
; Weeks. | Be 


Beef 14. Flour Z. Suet and Fruit 4. Pork 18. Peaſe 10. 
Oatmeal 10. Butter 10. Cheeſe 10. Oil o. Vinegar 10. I 
Purſer's Neceſſaries 10. Water in Tons 112. Condition of R 
Ship— Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned—January 2, 0756 4 


Ship's Name 1 Name 
Portland Patk. Baird 
The Number of Men. 


Complement 300. Borne 233. Muſtered 219. Wan 285. 
Chequed. 1 


3 
NR 
Cos Er 


[ 69] 
| Chequed. 
Widows Men 3. Leave o. Without Leaye o. Lent 1. 
| | Sick. ; 
On board 12. Gibraltar 10. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 
Officers and Servants 37. Petty and Able 108. Ordinary 43. 
Landmen 43. | "0 
Soldiers. 
Officers. | | 
Lieut. Fr. Lind. Enfign Wm. Barbeſon. Serjeants 2. Corpo- 
rals 2. Drummers 1. Rank and File 59. 
Genl. Guiſe's Regiment. 
Marines 2. Short of Complement 67. 
Provijions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
Days. 
Bread 75. Rum o. Wine 47. 
Weeks. | 
Beef 11. Flower 11. Suet and Fruit 11. Pork 11. Peaſe 11. 
Oatmeal 11. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 11. Vinegar 11. 
Purſer's Neceſſaries 11. Water in Tons 85. Condition of the 


Ship. Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned. May 17, 1755. 
TEMPLE WEST. 


_— — — — —_— — 


7he State out Condition of his — Shi Conn Cas 
Henry Ward Commander at Sea, May 17, 1 756. 


Number of Men. | 
Complement 600. Borne 527. Muſtered 519, ViQualled 603, 
Chegued and why abſent. | 
Widows Men 6. Leave o. Without Leave o. Carpenters 
to Yard, Lent 2. Sick. | 
- On board 12. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 
Officers and Servants 50. Petty and able 369. Ordinary JV 
Landmen 78. Short of Complement 73. 
Supernumeraries. 
Belonging to other Ships o. Belonging; to no Ship 85. Priſoners o. 
Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole A do ance. 
| Days. 
Bread 69. Beer o. Wine 56. 
| Weeks. „„ 
Beef 18. Flour, Suet and Fruit in Proportion. Pork 18. 
Peaſe 12. Oatmeal 12. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 10. Vinegar 18. 
Purſer's Neceſſaries for the Time of the Victualling. Tons of 


21 


Water 155 Officers Stores wanting None. 


Officer 's abſen nt. 


Chapla ain, Run. Surgeon's zd Mate, wanting Condition of 


the Ship——Fir for Sea. When laſt cleaned—January 4s. 1750. 


H. WAND E 
e 3 Of 


——̃—ͤ— . in rn rr —— — — — 


[70] 
Of the Supernumeraries. 
General Stuart 1. His Attendants 3. 
Royal Engliſh Fugileers. 


Captain, Dromgole 1. Lieutenant Mercer 1. Doctor and f : 
Mate 2. Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Private, 


On board 61. At Gibraltar 1. 
Royal Welch Fuzileers. 


Captain, Hemington 1. Lieutenant Smith 1. Lieutenant 


Monro 1. Their Attendants 2. 
8 Colonel Rich's Regiment. 
Enſign Welburn 1. Enſign Lewis 1. Total 85. 


State and Condition of bis Majeſty s Ship TRIDENT, CID Philip : ö 


Durell Commander at Sea, May 17, 1756. 
Number f Men. 


Complement 500. Borne 434. Muſtered 429. Victualled 522. g | 


Chegued and why abſent. 
| Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent o. 
Sick. 1 
On board 40. Gibraltar 1. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number borne. 


Officers and Servants 43. Petty and able 122, Ordinary 180. | 


Landmen 89. 

Soldiers, 

Captain, Walter Corbet. Lieutenant, Robert Gamble. Lieu- 
tenant Robert Carr. Enſign, Philip Bagg. Serjeant 1. Cor- 
poral 1, Drummers 2. Rank and File 13. 

Of Colonel Cornwallis's Regiment. 


Short of Complement 66: Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drum- - 


* 2. Rank and File 62. Of what Regiment — Royal F ult- 
eers 
Proviſions on 3 for the Complement at whole Allowance, 
Days. 
Bread 69. Beer o. Wine 44. 
Weeks. 

Beef 11+. Flour z. Suet and Fruit 1. Pork 17. Peaſe 104. 
Oatmeal 102. Butter 9. Cheeſe 9. Oil 1, Vinegar 11. Purſer's 
Neceſſaries 10. Tons of Water 126. 

Stores Wanting. 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's Part. 

Officers abſent. 
Firſt Lieutenant. Dſq. Second ditto. Lent Tilbury. Chap- 
lain Ditto. Condition of the Ship—Fit for Sea. When laſt 
clean'd—F * 2, 1756. 
Par. DURELL 


. 8 Soldiers. | 
Borne 93. Muſtered 92. Sick on Shore 1. Servants 6. 


The 


[71] 
The State and Condition of his Majeſty Ship Revence, Capt. Fred. 
Cornwall, Commander at Sea, May 17, 17 56. 


| | Mer of Men. 
Complement 480. Borne 418. Muſtered 399. Victualled 487. 
Chequed and wwhy Abſent. 
Widows Men 5. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 14. 
5 
On board 60. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship 0. 
| Of the Number borne. | 
ö Officers and Servants 48. Petty and able 214 . 56. 
= Landmen 100. 


7 Soldiers. 
Captain, John Hylyn. Lieutenants, William Colhoun, F. Ki- 
neer. Serjeants 3, Corporals 3. Drummers 1. Rank and File 


64 
Of what Regiment. 
Lord Robert Bertie's. Short of Complement 62. 
Bone fince laſt Account. 
More o. Leſs 2. Reaſon of Difference--Dead. _ - 
Proviſions on board 1 the Complement at whole Allowance. 


Nays. 

Bread 71. Beer o. Wine 56. 

| | Weeks. 

Beef 3. 8 Suet and 3 4. Pork 17. Peaſe 11. 
Oatmeal 11. Butter 11. Cheeſe Oil o. Vinegar 10. 


Purſer's Neceſſaries 11. Tons of Water 125 
| Stores Wanting. | 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter part. Condition of the 
Ship — Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned - December 22, 1755. 
FRED. Cornwall, 
Lord Effingham and Servant 2. Enfigns belonging to Lord EI 
fiingham 3. Lieutenant 1; Serjeant 1; Corporal 1; Drum 1; 
Recruits 5 ; belonging to General Huſk's Regiment. 
N. B. Out of the Sick Number, 20 not lit to come to Quarters, 
and the Reſt very weak. | 


— — 


L The State and Condition af his Majeſty's Shis H Captain 
William Parry, Commander at Sea, ay 17; #556, 


N 1 of Men. 


Complement 400. Borne 400. Muſtered 392. Victualied 


397. 
ot Chequecl and why abſent. 
Widow's Men 4. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 4. 
N. | 
| On board 25. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hofpial Ship o. 5 
| 28 F 


bl 


Of the Number borne. 5 1 
Officers and Servants 42. Petty and able 115. 2 | 


Ordinary 76. Landmen 95. | Bre: 
Soldiers. 5 | 
* Captains, 3 Givillam, Ch. Veaitch, and Tim. Newmark; hee 
| Serjeants 3. Corporals 3. Drummers 2. Rank and F ile 57 I Oatm: 
| Of what Regiment. er's N 
HBertie's. 9 
Borne fince laſt Account. Bo⸗ 
More o. Leſs 1. Reaſon of Difference Dead. A hip 
Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. +4 
Days. 9 4 
Bread 69. Beer o. Wine 56. 18 
Weeks. | FI tes 
Beef 12. Flour 4. Suet and Fruit 2. Pork 18. Peaſe 10. 
Oatmeal] 10. Butter 10. Cheeſe 10. Oil o. Vinegar 10. Pur- 
ſer's Neceſſaries-compleat. Tons of Water 115. = 
Stores wanting. Co 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's, None. Condition of tbe 335. 
Ship Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned— January 1, By 
WiLLIAam Pazxy, FI W 
Paſſengers. oF 
Col. Cornwallis and two Servants 3. Two Officers belonging 1 © 
to Rich's 2. Total 5. — 
= | 3 0 
b unc 
The State nd Condition of his Majeſty's Ship 8 Lovis, 85 
Capt. 1 homas Noel, Commander at Sea, May 17, 1756. Be 
Pei 
| Number of Men. 
Complement 400. Borne 337. Muſtered 328. Viewalled I 1 
19. [ 
q bo Chegued and why abſent. x = 
Widows Men 8. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 1. = B 
Sick. | | | I 3. 
On board 13. Gibraltar o. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship "x Fur. 
Of the Number borne. a 
Officers and Scrvants 40. Petty and able 217. Ordinary 80. BD 
Landmen o. hi 
Suldiers. 1 


Captain, John Sweetingham. Lieutenant, Charles Colvil. Ser- = 
jeants 2. Corporals 4. Drummers 2. Rank and File 59. Short a 
of Complement 53. | po I 7h: 


Borne fence laſt Account, 


More o. Leſs 3. | 
| Reaſon of Difference, 
Dead __ | | 


Proviſions 


— 


5 2 
"oF 
455-4 
© 
Þ 
Kc 
= Gi 
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Prov ions on 1 board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
Days. | 
Bread 77. Beer o. Wine 56. 
1 | Heels. : 

Beef 11. Flour 11. Suet and Fruit 11. Pork 11. Peaſe 11. 
Oatmeal 11. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 11. Vinegar 11. Pur- 
ers Neceſſaries — Compleat. Tons of Water 86. 

Stores wanting. 

Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter's—Part. Condidon of the 
Ship—Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned — ee 11. 

. | T'H0. NOEL, 


3 


The Sate and Condition of his Majeſty's Ship Darren Cat 
John Amherſt, Commander at Sea, May "7 1750. 


Number of Men. 
Complement 280. Borne 278. Muſtered 263. Victualled. 


a | Chequed and why abſent. | 
Widows Men 3. Leave 1. Without Leave o. Lent 8. 
Sick. 5 | 
On board 9. Gibraltar 3. Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 
Of the Number Borne. 
Officers and Servants 34. Petty and able 244. Ordinary 0. 
Lidmen o. Short of Complement 2. 
Supernumeraries. 
Belonging to other Ships 8. Belonging to no Ship 1. Saiten 63. 
Priſoners o. 
Proviſions on Board for the Complement at whole * 
Days. | 
Bread 64. Beer o. Wine 41. 
| Mels. | 
Beef 10E. Flour 4. Suet and Raiſins 11. Pork 13. Peaſe 
T3. Os 42. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 9. Vinegar o. 


Turſer's Neceſſaries 11. Tons of Water 70. 


Stores Wanting. 
Boatſwain' s, Gunner's, Carpenter's, —Part. Condition of the 


Chip — Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned — March 20, 1756. 


JohN AMHERST. 


* 


The State and Condition of his Majeſty's 8917 CnEsTERTIEILD, W 11 
liam Lloyd, Commander at Sea, Ma 2y 175 1756. 


Number of Men. 
Complement 250. Borne 237. Muſtered 229. 7 ictualled 229. 
Chequed and abſent. 
Widows Men 3. La 0. Without Leave o. Lent 2. 1 
= | | Sicſ. 
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Sick. | | .- 
On board 12. Gibraltar 3 3- Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship 9, | 175 
Of the Number borne. —— b 
Officers and Servants 32. Petty and able 164. Ordinary 25. 
Landmen 16. = 


Soldiers. | 3 5 

Serjeant 1. Corporal 1. Drummer 1. Rank and File 1. 
Of what Regiment, General Fowke s. Short of Complement 1 3 3 © 
Provifons on * 'for the Complement at whole n _ 
Days. —_ 0 

Bread 75. Beer o. Wine 46. - 
| Weeks. | 7 ( 
Beef 5. Flour 5. Suet and Fruit 5. Pork 11. Peaſe 11. lar 
Oatmeal 1143. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 11. Vinegar 11. 


Purſer's Neceſſaries 11. Tons of Water 69. Condition of the ö ger 
Ship Fit for Sea. When laſt cleaned - July 18, 17556. = - J 
| WILLIAu LLOYD. of 


* 
— On 
* 


An Account of the State and Condition of his Maielty s Ship Proenisx, |} 
the Hon Auguſtus John Hervey, Eq; 5 the 165 Dar 1 1 


of 1109. 1756. 


Number of Men. | . +4 E 
Complement 160. Borne 160. Muſtered 155. | 1 
Chequed and why abſent. = 4 
Widows Men 2. With Leave o. Without Leave o: JF Oat 
Sek. : Net 
On board 3. On Shore 3. Hoſpital Ship o. FJ $a 
Of the Number borne. 8 „ 
Officers and Servants 25. Petty and able 135. Ordinary o- 
Supernumeraries. 1 
Belonging to other Ships 22. Not borne as part of the Com- A 
plement of any Ship 3. cou 
Proviſions on board for the Complement at ah Allowance. 
Days. „ 
Bread 41. Beer o. Brandy o. Rum o. Wine 35. . 
| Weeks. | 


Beef 145. Pork 13. Peaſe 7. Oatmeal 3. Butter o. Cheeſe 
o. Oilg. Vinegar 4. Water in Tons 42. 5 | ; 


Stores avanting. I, ( 
_ Boatſwain's, Gunner's, Carpenter” 5,---Part. Abſent.—Purſer. 
On what Occaſion Leave. Condition of the Ship---Fit for dea. \ 
When laſt cleaned---January 22, 1750. | 
N. B. Six Men left at Mahon, to take care of the Prizes. 1 
A. HER VET. 
< 


The | Lar 


Landmen o. | 


05 what Regiment — 
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The State and Condition of his Majeſty's 9255 EXPERIMENT, Jam. 


Gilchriſt Eſq; Commander at Sea, May 12, 1750. 
Number of Men. 


Complement 160. Borne 148. Muſtered 141. Victualed 162. 


Chequed and why abſent. 


Widows Men 2. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 1. 


Sick. 


On board o. Gibraltar 44 Mahon o. Hoſpital Ship o. 


Of the Number Sane. 
Officers and Servants 26. Petty and able 118, Ordinary 4. 


Soldiers. 


Kijeant 1. Corporal 1. Drummers o. Rank and File 19. 


and 


General Fowke's 
1. Guiſe's 


Short of Complement 12. 
Borne fince la e 
Entred 1. Soldiers per Order of the Admiralty 21. 
= roviſion ons on board for the Complement at whole Allowance. 
Das. 
Bread Beer o. Wine 56. x: 
_—_—. | . 
Beef 10. Flour 2. Suet and Fruit 2. Pork 12. Peaſe 12. 


Oatmeal 12. Butter o. Cheeſe o. Oil 12. Vinegar 10. Purſer's 
Neceſſaries 8. Tons of Water 29. Condition of the Ship, fit for 
dea. When laſtcleaned, Nov. 11, 1755. 


Js. GILcRHRIST. 


Memorandum. 
Three of the Complement muſtered and victualled in this Ac- 


count are in French Veſſels. Two at Fh. One at Gibraltar. 


—— 7 . 
„ 


—— 


3 EN Condition of his Majeſty's Ship Doran Lias. Benin. 


Marlow, Commander at Sea, 858 17; 706 


Number of Men. 
Complement 160. Borne 160. Muſtered 52. Victualed 52. 
| Chequed and auh abſent. | | 
Widows Men 2. Leave o. Without Leave o. Lent 101. 
Sick. 


On board 3. Gibraltar 5. Mahon o. 


Of the Number borne. 


Officers and Servants 24. Petty and able 136. Ordinary o. 


Landmen o. 
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Soldiers. 


Enſign, John Gathan. Serjeant 1. Corporal 1. Drummer | 


Rank and File zo. 
Of what Regiment | | f 8 eg 
Borne ſince laſt Account. | 

More 1. Reaſon of the Difference, enter'd. | 

| Supernumeraries. 

Belonging to other Ships 05. Not belonging to any Ship 15. 

Priſoners o. 
Proviſions on board for the Complement at whole Allowance, 


Days. 
Bread 102. Wine 108, 
Weeks. © 
Beef 174. Flower 174. Fruit 173. Pork 19%. Peaſe 172. 


Oatmeal 16. Oil 15. 
Tons of Water 45. 


Vinegar 2. Purler's Neceſſaries 14. 
Stores wanting. 

Boatſwain, Gunner, Carpenter, Part. 
ner. Occaſion, St. Philip's Caſtle. 
Repair, When laſt cleaned, 


Abſent Captain, Gun- 
Condition of the Ship, wants 
July 22, 1755. 


BEN. MaxLow, 


8 upernumcraries on baard the Dal phi n. 


Total viQualled on board 


152. 


A |o 
Ships N SHE 
Ships ames. . 8 * H 
12 U 
Ramillies - — — 34 3 
Captain 5 5 . 5 5 
Lancaſter - - 3 
Kingſton - - - | 4\ 4 
Intrepide 1 "A _ 5 
Defiance — — — 20 20 
Revenge Ln = 14] 14 
Auguſta - - — 5 
No Ship - . „ 15 1/12 2 
Officer and Soldiers VV 34 34 
Dolphin ” - - | A 2 
| 7 {114tooirz] 2 


The 
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The follmaing EXPLANATION of the moſt uſual Sea- 
terms, digeſted into Alphabetical Order, is added 19 

this Dublin Edition of Byng's Trial, in order to render 
the ſame intell;gible to ſuch as are unacquainted with 
mMaralime — 


A. 


FT or Abaft. From the Head or Fore-part of the Ship to- 
wards the Stern; as, Carry ſuch a thing abaft ; The Maſt | 
hangs aft; that is, towards the Stern. | 
How aw ye Fore and Aft ? that 1 is, How fares all the Ship” s Com- 
any ? | 
i p RPE that 1 is, Yield: A Term uſed by a Man of War to the 
Enemy. 

Strike Amain, Lower your Top: ſails. 

Aloft, ſigniſies over-head or above. 

The 4 # is foul; that is the Cable is ; got a the Fluke, 
which is the flat Point, or Wings that reſemble the Head of an 
Arrow. 

The Anchor is a Peck or Peek ; ſignifying, that it is directly ods 
the Hawe (or Hole) thro” whick the Cable of the Anchor runs out. 

The Anchor is a Cock-Bell ; that is, ſwings or hangs up and down 
by the Ship's Side. 

An Awning, is a Shelter or Skreen that's made of a Sail, or ſuch- 


like, ſupported in the Nature of a Canopy © over the Deck, to keep off 


the Heat of the Sun. 
B. 


Bale; that is, Lade Water out of the Ship's Hold. 

French the Ballaſt, to divide or ſeparate it. 

The Ballaſt ſhoots; meaning that it ſhifts or runs over from one 
Side of the Ship to the other. 

To bear with the Land, &c. that is, to ſail towards it. = 

To bear to, viz. To ſail unto a Channel or Harbour before or with 
the Wind. 

Bring the Guns (or Ordnance) zo bear, that is, Point them right 


| with the Mark. 


Bear up; that is, ek the Ship ſail more before the Wind. 
Bear up round, Put her up right before the Wind. 

Belay, Make faſt any running rope. 

Bend the Sails; that is, faſten or apply them to the Yards. 


Fler Sails are axbert ; ; 412. Has no Sails fixed. 
| rh * Bend 


178 
Bend a Cable, Make it faſt. | 
A Birth, A convenient Place to moor a a Ship i in. 
A Bieht, is any Part of a Rope between the Ends. 
The Buge, is the Breadth of the Place the Ship reſts on, when ſhe 
is aground. 
Tue Ship is bilged; that is, has ſtruck off fone of her Timber o on 
a Rock or Anchor, and ſprings a Leak. | 
A Binacle, is that whereon the Compaſs ſtands. 
The Bits, are two ſquare Pieces of Timber, to which the Cables 
are faſtened, when the Ship rides at Anchor. 
A Bitter, is a Turn of a Cable about the Bits. 
A Bonnet, is an Addition of another Sail. To faſten it on, they 
ſay, Lace on the Bonnet. And to take it off, Shake off the Bonnet. 
Board and Board, ſignifies, that two Ships come ſo near as to touch 
one another. 
To Board a Ship, is to enter it in a hoſtile manner, of againſt the 
Inclination of thoſe in her. 
To go aboard, is to enter it by Conſent, or in a friendly Manner. 
Board it up; that is, turn to Windward. 
To break bulk, to open the Hold, and take Goods thereout. 
A Buoy, is a floating Caſk, or fuch like, which is moored at a Sand- 
bank, to warn Shipping againſt i it. Alfo is uſed to every Anchor, i in 
order to ſhew where the Anchor hes. 


. 


7⁰ Chaſe, is to purſue another ſhip of veſſel; and the Ship, Tc. 
fo purſued, is called the Chaſe. 

Ci areening, is bringing a Ship to lie down on one Side, while the 
other is trimmed and caulked. 

Caulking, is driving Oakham, Span-hair, Te, into the Seams of 
the Ship, to keep out Water. 

To cond or Cun, is to direct or guide. 

To Cun a Ship, is to direct the Perſon at the Helm how to \ ſteer 
her. If the Ship go before the Wind, then the Pilot, or he who cuns 
the Ship, uſes theſe Terms to him that ſteers, according as the Caſe 
requires: vis. Starboard, that is, to put the Helm to the Starboard 
(or right) ſide, to make the Ship go to the Larboard (or left) fide; and 
ſo of the contrary. Port, is to keep the ſame Direction of the Helm 
upon the Starboard or Larboard, as has been laſt ordered. Helm a 
Midfhips, is to keep the Helm in a right Line with the Ship's Head 
and Stern, neither inclining to Right or Left. 

In keeping the Ship near the Wind theſe Terms are uſed, wiz. Lof 
(or Luff) keep your Luff ; fall not off ; wveer no more; heep her to; 
touch the Wind; have a care of the Lee-Laich. See Letter L. 


To make her go more large; they ſay, Eaſe the Helm; No near; 


Bear up. 
Jo keep her upon the ſame Point; they ay, Steady ; Thus, thus ; 
or As you go; and ſuch like. 


When 


P 
2 . a 
Cr oo rp re e N ee Ago a 
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nF ͥ ·˙¹ / TA ER Lt of S 
© SOR, 8 n r 


W 


J twixt 


. 
When ſhe neither goes by a Wind, nor before a Wind, but be- 
twixt both; then they make uſe of ſome one of the following 
Terms, which are all of the ſame Signification; vig. the Ship goes 
Laſhing, Quartering, Veering or Large. | | 2 
195 Courſe, is that point of the Compaſs on which the Ship 
fails. What Courſe did you ſail ? wiz, On what Point of the Com- 
aſs? 1 | | 
; Courſes, ſignify the Ship's Sails, as, She is under a four Courſe ; 
that is, fails with her Fore-maſt Sails only. Under all her Courſes, 
is under all her Sails. | me, : 
Cut the Sail; viz. Unfurl it, and let it fall down. 


3 


Dead Water, ſignifies the Eddy Water at the Stern of the Ship. 

To Diſembogue, is to go out of the Mouth of a Gulph. 

To Diſpart a Piece of Ordnance, is to find out the Difference of 
Diameters betwixt the Breech and Mouth of a Cannon. 

The Deck is afluſh afore and aft ; that is, laid from Head to Stern 
without any Falls or Riſings. : 


E. 


End for End, is a Term uſed when a rope runs all out of the 
-F Þlock, ſo that it is unreev'd, or all drawn out. 
F. f 

A Fathom, is a Meaſure containing ſix Feet. | | 

A Fack, is one Circle of any Rope or Cable quoiled up round. 

To Hand (or Furl) a Sail, is to wrap it up cloſe together, and bind 
it up with little Strings, called Caſters, faſt to the Yard. | 

To Fiſh a Maſh, or J ard, is to faſten a Piece of Timber or Plank 
(by way of Splinter) to the Maſt or Yard, to ſtrengthen it; which 
Piece or Plank is called a Fiſh. | 

To lower or flrike the Flag, is to pull it down upon the Cap; and 
is either done in ſaluting with the utmoſt Reſpect, or in Token of 
yielding to an Enemy in Fight, 8 

Free the Boat, or Ship ; that is, bale or pump the Water out. 

To Fall off, viz. to fall a-ſtern. Pe 


G. 


The Ship's Gage, is ſo many foot as ſhe ſinks in the Water, or ſo 
many foot as ſhe draws, * | . | 
Ieather-Gage, is when one Ship has the Wind, or is to the 

Weather, of another. | | | | 
To Greave the Ship, to bring her to lie aground to burn off her 
old Filth, 73 N Fe | 
5 0 


The Ship Gries, viz. turns her Head to the Wind more than le 
ſhould. 


H. 


- The Helm is 1 a r that 1 is, tis as fax to the Weather 28 '2 N | 


*twill go. 
To Haul, ſignifies to pull. 
Heawe Hes PAI} is to throw any Thing out of the Ship. 


To Hail a Ship, to call her Company, to know whither they are 5 ; 


bound, c. and is thus done: 


Hoa the Ship ! or only Hoa! To which they anſwer Hea ! Like. ® 


wiſe to ſalute another Ship with Trumpets, Tc. is called Hailing. 
Freſh the Hawe, ſignifies to veer out more Cable, when Gat 
Part that lies the Hae, or Hole thro' which it runs, is fretted or 
chafed. 
A Hawfer, is the Cable belonging to the Anchor. 


Clear the Hawſe, is when two Cables, that come me two _ 
ed or 


ſeveral Hawſers, are twiſted, and are ordered to be untwi 
freed. 
To ride thwart the Hawſe, and upon the Hawſe, ſignifies when a 


Ship lies thwart, or croſs, or with her Stern * before another 9 


Ship's Haw/e. 
To Hitch, is to make faſt. 


She Ship heels, ſhe inclines more to one Side than the other ; as, I | 
She heels to Larboard, viz. inclines to the Larboard, or Left 


Side. 


the Bottom of a Ship, betwixt the Keelſon and the lower Deck, 
where all Goods, Stores, &c. lie. 

To rumidge the Hold, is to remove or clear the Goods, Ec, 
out of it. 

To flow the Hold, is to place Goods, Cc. in the Hold. 

To Hoyſt, is to hawl or lift up. 

To Hull, is to take in a Ship's Sails, when ſhe is at Sea. 


L. 


The Ship Labours; that is, rolls and tumbles much. 


Land-fall, is expreſſing an Expectation of ſeeing Land. 
Land-locked, is when a Ship lies within a Bay or Creek, and ſhel- 


- ter'd all round by the Land, fo that no Point 1s open to the View 


of the Sea. 
Land lies-to, is ſaid, when a Ship is at fo great a Diſtance as only 
juſt to diſcern Land. 
To Lafh, hgnitics to bind. 
57 o launch a Ship, is to put her forth off the Dock into the Wa- 
But in ſome Caſes it is uſed in a negative Senſe; as, 


Launch 


The Hold of a Ship, is the very lower Apartment or Diviſion in 9 


8. 2 282 


x 8 } 

Launch hoe, viz. hoiſt no more, when a Yard is hoiſted high e- 
nough, and that Orders are given to ſtop. 

To lay the Land; that is, to loſe Sight of it. 

Lee-ſhore, is that againſt which the Wind blows. N 
Have a care of the Lee-Latch, viz. Take care the Ship go not too 


much to the Leeward. 


She lies by the Lee ; that is, a Ship has all her Sails lying flat a- 


gainſt the Maſts and Shrouds. 5 | 
Leeward, is with the Wind, or on that Point towards which the 


Wind blows. e | 
. The Ship Lifts, viz. heels or inclines to one Side more than the o- 
er. | 5 


M. 


Mien, has ſeveral Words peculiar to it. The Mizen-maſt is 
that which is abaft or neareſt to the Stern of the Ship; and from 
thence every Thing belonging to that Maſt is diſtinguiſhed accord- 
ingly, as are all the other Malts and their Rigging, c. So there- 
fore the Mizen-ſail is called the Mizen, and is thus underſtood, vix. 

Set the Migen; that is, Fit the Mizen-ſail. 

Change the Mizen ; Bring the Yard to the other Side of the Maſt. 
= the Mixen; that is, Put the Yard right up and down the 
aſt. . | g 

Spell the Mixen, Let go the Sheet, and peek it up. 


To Moor a Ship, is to lay out her Anchors in ſuch a manner as 


ſhe may moſt conveniently ride with Safety. 
N. 


Neap-tides, are thoſe Tides which are in the firſt and laſt Quarter 
of the Moon, and are not ſo high, fo low, nor ſo ſwift as the 
Spring- tides. 3 ; 

A Ship is beneapd; that is, when the Water does not flow high 


enough to bring her from off the Ground, or over a Bar, or ou: of 


a Dock. 
0) 

The Ofing, is to the Sea-ward from the Land; as, when a Ship, 
or a Fleet, is ſaid to lie in Offing, it means, that they from whom 
that Expreſſion has come, were in a Ship which lay in Harbour, or 
were near the Shore, when the others were to the Sea-ward 0 


them. 
Offward, ſignifies contrary to the Shore. 


She ſtands for the Offing ; the Ship fails from the Shore into ths 


Sea, or from the Land-ward to the Sea-ward. 


Overſet, is turned over, ; os 7 | 


f 


[8% 


P. 


77 pay a Seam, is to lay hot Pitch and Tar « on (after Ga) f 


without Canvas. f 
Ta Parcel a Seam, is, after the Seam is canto 


on it. 


to repreſent S. Andrew's Croſs. 


To purchaſe an Anchor ; that is, to looſen i it ſo as to he able to J 


hawl it up. 
The Capſtern purchaſes apace, viz. Draws in the Cable apace. 


Q 


Quarter-evinds, are . the Wind blows i in abaft the Main-maſ | 


| Shrouds, even with the Ship's Quarter. 


A 2uoil, is a Rope or Cable laid up 3 one e "ary { 


ther; and the Fact is called Quoiling. See F. 
R. 


A Reach, is the Diſtance boner any two Points of Land, the le ; 


in a right Line from each other. 
To Reeve, 1s to put a Rope 
Rope, is to pull the Rope out of the Block. 
To Rite : 
drive with the Wind or Tide, but is held faſt by her Anchors. 
To ride athwart, is to ride with the Ship's Side to the Tide. 


hoes betewixt Wind and Tide, is when the Ship rides at An- 
chor, and that the Wind and Tide are contrary, and have equal 


Strength. 


Zo ride Haruſe-fall, is when the We ter breaks into the Hawes i in | | 


a rough Sea. 


A Road, is any Place near the Land, 18 Ships may ride et 


Anchor; from whence a Ship ſo riding, 1 is called a Roader. 


wot] in, ſigniſies to Zawl in, and is properly applicable only to 
the fe, or Cable, in n ordering it to be ne {trait or taugit, 3 


when 1 is Pack. 


8. 


To ferwe a Rope, i is to wind ſomething about it to preſerve i it from 
fretting or wearing out. 
A Service? The Thing wound about the Rare! is ſo called. 
To ſeaze, is to make faſt or bind. 


to lay over 8 
it a narrow Piece of Canvas, and then pour hot Pitch and Tar J 


Jo ride a Peel, is when the Yards are ſo order'd, that they ſeem 2 


through a Block ; ſo, Unreeving the 
A Ship is ſaid to Ride at Anchor, when ſhe does not 1 


to a 
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She Seek; chat is, when on a ſudden the Ship lies down on her 
Side, and tumbles from one Side to the other. 

The Ship Sands ; viz. when her Head or Stern falls deep in the 
Trough, or Hollow, of the Sea. 

To ſettle a Deck, is to lay it lower. | 

The Ship is ſewed, viz, the Water is gone bunk her. 

The Ship * that is, ſhe goes in and out, and not right for- 
ward. | 
1 o furnd, is to try with a Line or emer Thing how deep the 

ater is. 

The Ship has ſpent her Mafts ; - that is, they have been broke by 
foul Weather ; but if a Ship loſe her Maſts in Fight, it is then 
faid, Her Maſts have been ſhot by the Board. | 

To ſplice Ropes ; that is, to untwiſt two Eads of Ropes, then twiſt 
them both together, and faſten them by binding a String about 
them. 

The Sails are ſplit ; that is, Blown to Pieces. 

i The Ship ſpooms ; that i is, Goes right before the Wind without any 
Sail. 

Spring-tides, are the Tides at new and full Moon, which flow 
higheſt, ebb loweſt, and run ſtrongeſt. 

The Bowprit feeves, VIZ. Stands too upright. 


. 


Tack abit ; that i is, bring the Ship's Head about to > tis the other 
Way. 

Talle aft the Sheets A peculiar Term uſed for hawling aft the 
Sheets of the Main or Fore-fail. 

A Windward-1ide, is a Tide that runs againſt the Wind. 

Taught, ſignifies the ſame as ſtrait, tight, or ſecure. 

A Leeward-tide, when the Wind and Tide go both one Way. 

A Tide-gate, is ſo called, where the Tide runs ſtrong. 

To tide it up, is to go with the Tide againft the Wind; and on 
the Tide's altering, to lie at Anchor till it ſerves again. 

It frws Tide and Half-tide ; that i is, it will be High Water a 
by three Hours by the Shore, than in the Offing. 

7% tow; that is, to drag any Thing after the Ship or Boat. 

The Ship s Traverſe, is her Tug | 


4 


To Peer; that is, to let out; as, Veer more Cable, c. 
The Wind veers; Viz, It ſhifts or changes about from one Point 


to another. 
W. 


The Ship Mears well ; that is, anſwers her Helm well. 
| | The 
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The Wake of the Ship, is the dead Water that fallown: the Ship. 

The Ship is Walt, viz. "She wants Ballaft. 

To Weather a Ship ; ; that is, to go to Windward of het. 

To Wind a Ship, viz. To bring her Head about. Z 

How Winds the Ship ? that is, Upon what Point of the coe 4 
does the lie with her Head? 4 

To Warp a Ship in or out of Harbour, is to carry her againſt the © 
Wind by means of carrying out an Anchor in the Boat, and 4 

ing it; then to hawl upon it; and ſo to carry out another Anchor, 

after the Ship is come up to the firſt Anchor. 3 

To Would; that is, to bind Ropes about the Maſt, or the — i 


to keep on a Fiſh, or ſtrengthen it. 
Y. 


The Ship Tauts, viz. She goes in and out, and does not fer | 


ſteady. 
' Younkers, are the young Fore-maſt-men. 


Admiral B Y V G's 
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Court January 18, 1757, on board 
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Portſmouth Harbour. 
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the 2oth of May, 1756, off CAPE MoLa, 


Fleets, and the whole Proceedings of his 


Majeſty's Fleet during the Six * it was 
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Admiral B Y N G's 


D E F E N C. E, 


As preſented by him to the Court, on 
2 his Majeſty's Ship 57. George, 


January 18, 1757. 
GENTLEMEN, 


bited againft me is of fo criminal a Na- 
ture, fo copious in its Circumſtances, 
and depends on ſuch a multiplicity of Facts, I 


cannot but be very ſenſible of the Inconvenience I 


labour under, in being, by the Practice of Courts 
Martial, denied the Aid of Council on this Occa- 


ſion; and this the rather as I am ſo little verſed in 


the Method of Defence; having, during the Courſe 
of ſo long a Service, never yet been reduced to the 
Neceſſity of ſtudying it.— What I ſhall, therefore, 


now lay before this Court, will have nothing more 


than plain Truth to ſupport it—An Advocate al- 
together ſufficient, where the Candour and Gapa- 
city of my Judges will, I am perſuaded, ſupply 
any Defects and Omiſſions, which may proceed from 
my Inadvertency or Inexperience. 

It is my Misfortune, to have laboured under the 


| Diſadvantage of a popular, and almoſt national 


Prejudice. —For what Reaſons this Spirit has been 


raiſed, and by what Means propagated, is not the 
2 _ Buſineſs 


HE N I conſider that the Charge exhi- 
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8 64 
Buſineſs of this Court to determine: but I have the 
Satisfaction to find the Time arrived, when I have 
an Opportunity of approving my Innocence before 


Judges, whoſe Integrity 1s above Corruption, and 


when my Proſecutors are Perſons (for ſuch indeed 
are the preſent) who deſire nothing more than 
equal and impartial Juſtice, and ftand indifferent 
to my Condemnation or Acquittal. By this means 
Jam at once ſecured from being borne down by 
popular Clamour, or cruſhed beneath the Weight 
of an overbearing Power, 


It has been faid, and indeed very induſtriouſly 


ecchoed through the whole Kingdom, — That the 
Loſs of St. Pbilip's Caſtle was ſolely owing to my 
Miſconduct ; and that Minorca might have been 
relieved, if I had done my Duty.—As this national 
Calamity has been urged in order to excite a national 
Reproach againſt me, I muſt beg leave, in the 
fi t Place, to refute this Aſperſion ; and ſhould 
this Part of the Accuſation be once clearly an- 
ſwered, and the Prejudice removed, certain I am, 
the Charge of perſonal Cowardice in the Action 


will ſoon vaniſh ; for I am confident, had it not 


been convenient, nay, I may ſay neceſſary, for ſome 


Perſons to ſhelter themſelves from the former Part 


of the Charge, no Man living would ever have 


thought of calling upon me, for a Juſtification with 


refpect to the latter. 


2 


It may ſeem ſomewhat ſingular, that being ac- 


cuſed of two Offences, one whereof is capital, the 
other nor, I ſhould appear more ſolicitous to ac- 
quit myſelf of that which is only a Miſdemeanor, 
than of that which directly affects my Life : but 
how little regard ſoever, I may be repreſented, to 


have had for my Honour, permit me to ſay, I ſtill 


retain ſo juſt a Senſe of it's Value, as to prefer 
Death to the Diſgrace that ought to attend the Au- 
thor of ſo inglorious a Calamity to his — 
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If then, I can acquit myſelf of this Imputation 


(which I am confident I can) I ſhall with Spirit 


proceed to my Defence againſt the Charge of Cow]. 
ardice, and treat it with the Contempt it deſerves. 
One Favour I have to beg of the Court, that 
the two Charges may be kept diſtin&, and by no 
Means blended together, as the Fate of Minorca 
did not at all depend upon this Backwardneſs (as 
it is called) in Time of Action. 

The firſt, and what I think the principal Part of 

my Defoe; conſiſts in ſatisfying this Court. — 
That I did the utmoſt in my Power to relieve Mi- 
norca :—1f in the Courſe of this, I ſhould happen, 
from the Neceſlity of Self-defence, to glance ſome 
blame upon others, I hope to ſtand exculed ; eſpe- 
cially as my Innocence, in many reſpects, is ſo in- 
timately connected with their Neglect, that a Vin- 
dication of the one, muſt neceſſarily enforce an 


Expoſition of the other: a hard Neceſſity, I muſt 


confeſs, and impoſed upon me much againſt my In- 
clination ; ſince no Man in my Situation would wiſh 
to contend with ſuch potent Adverſaries. I dehre 


not to become an Accuſer: but if the Loſs of 


Minorca muſt be imputed, either to me, or thote 


who ſent me on the Expedition, they who have lo 
falſely fixed the Imputation on me, in order to pro- 


tet themſelves, can, with little Shew of Juſtice, 

complain of my retorting a Charge io unjuitly ap- 
plied to me.—But to proceed. 
In order to determine, whether I did my utmoſt 
on this Occaſion, I apprehend the Conſideration of 
what I could do, ſhould be previous to any Deter- 
mination of what I ought to have done: And give 
me Leave to lay it down as an undeniable Fact, 
and which I ſhajl prove, That the French Fleet 
was ſuperior in the Size of their Ships, Weight of 
Metal, and Number of Men, beſides their Advan- 
3 | tage 


-- CBJ 
tage in Point of Sailing ; which enabled them to 
fight, or avoid fighting, as beſt ſuited their Pur- 
poſes. Though this Fact is now ſo notorious, yet 


permit me to obſerve, that the contrary was with 


an uncommon Strain of Induſtry and Confidence 
aſſerted ; nor indeed am I ſurprized at it's gaining 
an almoſt univerſal Credit, when the Gazette, a Pa- 
per ſuppoſed to be publiſhed by Authority, was pro- 
ſtituted to ſpread a falſe Lift of the Strength of 
both the Fleets among the People, not only by 
undervaluing the Enemy's Force, of which it is 
poſſible the Writer might be ignorant, but by over- 
rating mine, in which it is impoſſible he ſhould be 


innocent. 


I do not plead the Superiority of the Enemy as 
a Reaſon for not attacking them, but only why 


ſuch an Attempt might not only poſſibly, but moſt 
probably be unſucceſsful ; ſince it is evident that 
notwithſtanding my previous Information of their 
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Strength, I did not heſitate to attack, and do the 


utmoſt in my Power to defeat them. And I have 
the rather been induced, to particularize this Circum- 
ſtance, becauſe, you will find, by a Letter to me 
from the Admiralty—That the only Reaſon pre- 
tended for the Diſmiſſion from my Command, was 
retreating from an inferior Force. 

Now inſtead of my retreating from an inferior 


Force, that a ſuperior Force retreated from me, 


when theFleet was unable to purſue, I ſhall manifeſt 
beyond all contradiction, and cannot help obſerv- 
ing, that perhaps I am the firſt Inſtance of a Com- 


mander in Chief, whoſe Diſgrace proceeded from = | 


ſo unfortunate a Miſtake. 

I would aſk, with what View or Intention I was 
ſent out on this Expedition? If it be anſwered to 
protect or relieve Minorca, which is the ſeeming 


Language of my InſtruQions, I would again _ 4 
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America. Can it be meant that I was to detach 
eight Ships out of the ten? as no leſs would have 
been neceſlary to inſure Succeſs, and make the ſupe- 
_ rior Force ordered in my Inſtructions.— Again, I 
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Did thoſe who ſent me, apprehend that Minorca 


could be invaded before my Arrival, and the De- 
ſcent covered by a ſuperior Squadron, when they 
ſent me out with ſo inadequate a Force ?—If they 
did, their Conduct is unjuſtifiable,—if they did 


not, their Ignorance 1s inexcuſable. 
This, I preſume, is ſufficient to unravel the poli- 


tical Secret—Why the Enemy's Force has been fo 
induſtriouſly leſſened, and mine fo extravagantly 


magnified ; when at the ſame Time it is known to 


almoſt every Man in the ſquadron I commanded, 
that it conſiſted of ſeveral of the worſt conditioned 
Ships, and moſtly the worſt manned of any per- 


haps in his Majeſty's Navy. | 
I think I may venture to affirm, that it was not 


foreſeen or expected that the Fleet in the Mediter- 
rancan would come to Action; ſince it will appear 


from my very Inſtructions themſelves, that no ſuch 


Service was ever ſuppoſed probable, or that the 


Enemy could have a Force ſufficient to venture an 
Engagement at Sea In theſe you will find, I am 


ordered — If on my Arrival at Gibraltar, the 


French Fleet ſhould have paſſed out of the Medi- 


terranean, to ſend a Detachment under the Com- 


mand of Admiral Veſt, after them to North 


am ordered—when arrived at Minorca, to afhiſt 


the Garrifon with Lord Robert Berize's Regiment, 
and as many Gunners and Men as J could ſpare 


out of the Fleet. 
Does not this ſuppoſe the Sea to be open, and 


the Fleet unoppoſed ? or the Order would be ab- 
ſurd; for how could it be expected I ſhould diſarm 


the Squadron, by ſending Part of its Proper Com- 
A 4. plement 
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plement (which pleaſe to obſetve the Fuzileers 
were) on Shore, when the whole was too little to 
ſecare Succeſs at Sea ?—lI am further ordered—If 
Minorca was not attacked, to block up Toulon — 


What! block up a ſuperior Fleet with an inferior! 
And all this Service you will pleaſe to obſerve *? 
was expected from a Fleet, which, when collected, 


was ſtill inferior to the Enemy's: I ſay collected, 


becauſe as the Iſland was actually attacked, it is 


indiſputable the Ships, then at Mahon, might have 
been blocked up, and taken or deſtroyed by the 
Enemy, as they did not quit the Harbour until 
two Days after the French had arrived off the 


Iſland, and part of their Troops were landed, and j 


in the Neighbourhood of Mabon. 


Does not all this evince, that fighting was the 7 
leaſt intentional Part of my Inſtructions? And if 


the Admiralty had expected an Engagement, 1s it 
not to be ſuppoſed they would have ſent more 
Ships, as ſo many fine Ships manned, or nearly ſo, 
then lay at Sprthead, and would have afforded me 
the uſual and neceſſary Supply of Fireſhips, 
Tenders, Hoſpital and Store-Ships, inſtead of 


avoiding any Anſwer to my Requeſt, that a Frigate | 


might be added to my Squadron, to repeat Signals 
in caſe of meeting with the Enemy before 1 joined 
the Ships then in the Mediterranean 2—But indeed 
] was poſitively aſſured before my Departure, from 
the higheſt Naval Authority, that the Enemy could 
not fit out more than fix or ſeven Ships of the 
Line at moſt. 

Under theſe unfavourable Circumſtances, without 
ſuch Intelligence of the Enemy's Force as could 
enable me to o judge of it, determined to do my Duty, 
I took the Command of the Squadron, ſuch as it 
was; many Ships foul, and one in particular, viz. 
the Jntrepia, reported unfit for the Voyage. With 


thele I proceeded as expeditiouſly as 5 Poll: ble; and 


though 
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though if has been maliciouſly given out (yet not 
even pretended in my Charge) that I loĩtered at 


Portſmouth, 1 ſhall produce ſeveral Letters and Or- 
ders, which will inconteſtably prove that I de- 
parted thence the very firſt Moment I was enabled 
to fail, —Why the Admiralty poſtponed this Service 
to others, made me wait, and manned my Ships 
the laſt, I muſt leave them to account for. 

When arrived at Gibraltar, I received certain 


Intelligence that a Deſcent was actually made on 


the Iſland of Minorca, that the Harbour and the 


whole Iſland was in the Enemy's Poſſeſſion, ex- 


cepting the Caſtle of St. Philip, which was then 


beſieged by a very conſiderable Force at Land, and 


the Siege covered by a ſtrong Squadron at Sea, ſu- 
perior to mine, Every Perſon there concluded the 
Place loſt, and all Relief impracticable ; and the 
| Engineers were of Opinion, that it was abſolutely 
impoſſible to land Men, even if the Sea had been 
open, and the Enemy had erected Batteries on the 
two Shores near the Entrance of the Harbour. 

I muſt own there appeared to me no great Pro- 


bability of preſerving Minorca at this Time; but, 


however, have the Satisfaction to find that the Mi- 
niſters at home, for once, at leaſt, agreed in Opi- 


nion with me, ſince the Moment Intelligence came 


that the Toulon Fleet was ſailed, and the Troops 


landed upon the Iſland, there was not a Man who 


did not deſpair of Minorca. 

Hence ] diſpatched an Expreſs with this Ac- 
count, which was at firſt huſhed up in Silence, af- 
terwards repreſented (without producing it) as the 
deſponding Letter of a Man who would not fight. 
What Authority theſe Gentlemen had for this in- 

vidious Prophecy, I am yet at a Loſs to account 
for, unleſs a declared Reſolution in its Contents to 
meet the French Fleet may be deemed a juſtifiable 
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Foundation for it ;—but the Letter has been laid 


before the Court. | 


It has alſo been given out, no Doubt with the 
ſame uniform malicious Intention, to defame every 


Circumſtance of my Conduct, that I made unne- 
ceſſary Delays at Gibraltar, and this ſuppoſed to be 
ſolely on the account of watering. -I preſume the 
Propriety, and indeed the Neceſſity will readily ap- 
pear, of furniſhing the Fleet with a Sufficiency of 
Water and Proviſions, which was proceeding upon 
an Expedition where the only Port capable of ſup- 
plying it's Wants was known to be in the Enemy's 


Poſſeſſion, and who by Intelligence appeared to be 


well ſupplied with all Kinds of Neceſlaries : this 
was not the Cauſe, but Effect of my Stay at this 
Place, and tranſacted during the Execution of other 


Affairs directed by my Inſtructions.—I arrived at 
| Gibraltar the ſecond of May Afternoon, and failed 
thence the eighth in the Morning, a Space of five 


Days only ; in which Time I communicated my 
Orders to the Governor relating to a Detachment 
from the Garriſon, waited the Reſult of a Council 
of War held the 4th, then ſolicited a Reinforce- 
ment to ſupply the Deficiency of Men in Mr. Edpe- 
cumbe's Squadron, occaſioned by the Loſs of thoſe 
who had been diſembarked for the Succour of St. 
Philip's. A Liſt of this Reinforcement I received 
the 6th, and ſhipped them the 7th, which Day the 
Experiment arrived, the Portland and Dolphin two 


Days before: theſe with the reſt of Mr. Edzecumbe's. 
Squadron, were mann'd and equipped in the beſt. 
Manner I was able; and without waiting to fully 


water the Ships, I failed in the Morning of the 8th, 
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though the Wind was Eaſterly, and arrived _ 


Minorca the 19th. 
Thus far, I will preſume, upon my Innocence; 


but why (it may be aſked) was not Minorca at this 


Time relieved? I anſwer, becauſe I was not ſent 
Time 
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Time enough to prevent the Enemy's landing, and 
that when I was ſent, I was not ſtrong enough to 
beat the Enemy's Fleet, and raiſe the Siege. Let 
others anſwer why I came ſo late, and why I came 


ſo weak, with a Force not calculated for ſuch an 


Expedition. —But after the Engagement, it may 
be faid, I might have re- attacked the Enemy, and 
landed the Succours :—T might, indeed, have done 
the firſt, with a Certainty almoſt of being defeated ; 
I could not have done the laſt, though I had been 
victorious. Had I been defeated, what Refuge 
would have been left for the ſhattered Fleet ?— 
what Security for Gibraltar; which muſt have been 
expoſed to the Hazard of a ſudden Siege, without 
a ſingle Ship to defend it? and which Place was 


equally recommended to my Protection. 


But it ſeems (ſuch is the Fatality attending my 


Conduct) that I am even held blameable for calling 


a Council of War in ſo critical a Conjuncture; yet 
when is Advice ſo neceſſary as on ſuch an Occaſion ? 


T admit where Orders are poſitive to fight at all 


Events, and at all Hazards whatever, it is criminal 
to deliberate : but was I under ſuch Orders ? 
let my Inſtructions ſpeak for me.——lIs a Com- 
mander expected to fight in all Situations, and un- 
der all Diſadvantages ? ſurely all Extremes are cul- 
pable; and where nothing 1s to be gained, and all 
may be loſt, Fighting becomes Preſumptuouſneſs, 
Raſhneſs or Phrenzy.——]1, therefore, beg Leave 
to recommend to your particular Conſideration, the 
different Situations of the two Fleets at this Time; 
and ſhall refer you to the Minutes of a Council of 


War, held on board the Ramillies the 24th of May, 


already laid before the Court ; and when you ſhall 
have duly weighed the Opinion of this Council, 
the Unanimity of its Members, and their Charac- 


ters, what Apprehenſions can I have of my Beha- 
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viour, on this Occaſion, falling under your Cen- 


ſure, ſince it would neceſſarily imply their Guilt, 
What I have now offered, being verified by the 
Teſtimony of the Witneſſes, will, I flatter myſelf, 


be abundantly ſufficient to exculpate me from the * 
firſt general Charge; and that the Court will be of 


Opinion, —— That I never retreated from the Iſland 
"till it was impracticable to make any further At- 
tempt ; and,—that the Place was not loſt by me, 


who was too weak to ſave it; but by thoſe who 


might have ſent double the Force two Months 
earlier, and neglected it. 

Tet permit me to complain, that in order to 
render me criminal in the Eyes of the People, the 
ſame authorized Paper beforementioned, was like- 
wiſe proſtituted to mangle and curtail my Letter to 
the Admiralty on this Occaſion, and. ſubſcribed my 
Name to my own Defamation. 

| T ſhall now proceed to the ſecond Part of the 
Charge againſt me that of Cowardice— and tho” 
I have already taken up ſo much of your Time, 
ſhall make no Apology for your further Patience, 
as I am convinced, Gentlemen, your Impartiality 
will think no Indulgence of this kind too much, 


where the Life, and, what is ſtill much more, the 


Honour of an Officer of my Rank in the Service 
is at Stake: I ſhall forbear to point out the Conſe- 
quences to the Service in general, not to furniſh 


even my Enemies with an Opportunity of conſtru- 


ing it an Endeavour to beſpeak a Partiality. 
The 12th Article of War, is that which pro- 


vides a proper Puniſhment for Cowardice, and runs 
in the following Words.—<* Every Perſon in the 


% Fleet, who thro' Cowardice, Negligence or Diſl- 
« affection, ſhall in Time of Action withdraw, or 
& keep back, or not come into the Fight or En- 
« gagement, or ſhall not do his utmoſt to take 


gr deſtroy eveiy Ship which it ſhall be his Duty to 
engage; 
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« engage; and to aſſiſt and relieve all and every 


« of hig Majeſty's Ships, or thoſe of his Allies, 
„„ which it ſhall be his Duty to aſſiſt and relieve, 
every ſuch Perſon ſo offending and being con- 


«a 


. . victed thereof by the Sentence of a Court Mar- 


* 


(0 


tial, ſhall ſuffer Death.“ 


I would firſt beg leave to obſerve, that in aue 


to bring any Perſon within the Peril of this Article, 
he muſt be convicted of Cowardice, Negligence or 
Diſaffection; for tho' he ſhould fail to engage or 
aſſiſt, &c. unleſs this Failure apparently proceeds 
from one of theſe Cauſes, He is not guilty.—Neg- 
ligence cannot be taken in ſo large a Senſe, as to 


mean every ſort of Neglect and Omiſſion, but ſuch 


groſs Negligence only, as evidently indicates Cowar- 
dice or Diſaffection, ſuch and ſuch only can be 
Penal, and was intended to be made Capital ; any 
other Conſtruction might expoſe the braveſt Man 


that ever commanded to the ſevereſt Penalties, 


ſince a fingle Error in Judgment might render him 
liable to the moſt capital Puniſhment. 

By this Rule, I muſt defire, my Conduct may 
be judged ; and if my Intentions appear to be 
good, and my Courage clear, I ought to ſtand 
Acquitted by all good Men, even though my Abi- 
| lities ſhould be deemed Deficient. 

And ] muſt beg leave to obſerve, that this Ar- 
 ticle of my Charge can only relate to my Perſonal 
Courage and Conduct during the Action, and 
therefore any Diſpoſition (admitting it could be 
corrected) can only be accounted an Error of Judg- 


i ment —I do not mention this to avoid entering 


into that part of my Conduct, ſince I flatter my- 


ſelf that I ſhall be able to ſhew, conſidering the 


Circumſtances, ſeveral Diſpoſitions of the two 
Meets, and unavoidable Accidents, that the whole 
as far as could depend upon me, was conducted 

with that Propriety and Naval Military Skill which is 


requiſite _ 


2 
— re 
— — — <> 

> wo _—_— 


— 


4 
— — — Ren eo " 
— — —— —— 1 
* — oe Po SC - 
F 3＋ʒ vü— E ro nine vgk — ——— —œ— 
— " — woe es 


— 


r 


— EEE 
e 


Cor PEI TIL, 


7 
requiſite i in a Commander in Chief —But the Court 
will pleaſe to remember, this is no part of the 
Charge againſt me. 

Before I proceed to an Account of the Action, 


I muſt beg Leave to offer two Obſervations, and de- Y 


fire the Court never to loſe Sight of them. 


Firſt, That Succeſs muſt depend upon Execution 


as well as Diſpoſition ; and that no Commander of 
a particular Ship has a right to deviate from the 
eſtabliſhed Diſcipline and Rules of the Navy, con- 
tained in the fighting Inſtructions, and founded on 
Experience and juſt Obſervation ; becauſe if infe- 
rior Officers may judge for themſelves, there 1s an 


End of all Diſcipline, and any Deviation from 


Orders, muſt tend to diſturb and diſconcert the 


Admiral's Plan, and throw the whole Fleet into 


Confuſion. 


Secondly, That as the French Fleet, ſuperior in ; 
Force, waited the Attack, there was no Reaſon to 


apprehend they would avoid the Engagement ; and 


therefore no Occaſion to hazard a Diſorder by 


crowding too much Sail, and making the Attack 
with Precipitation, contrary to the invariable Prac- 


tice of every prudent, good or great Officer here- 


tofore in {imilar Caſes. 


I ſhall now proceed, in as conciſe a Manner as I 


poſſibly can, to lay before the Court, a faithful Nar- 
rative of the material Tranfactions of his Majeſty's 
Fleet under my Command, off the Iſland of Mi- 
norca, from the 19th of May 1756, to the 24th, 
both Days incluſive. 

In the Morning at Day-light, on Wedneſday the 
19th of May, I arrived with the Fleet off the 
Ifland of Minorca; and was then about three or 
four Leagues diſtant from the Shore, the Wind 
' freſh northerly. 

Several Ships being at that Time conſiderably 
aſtern, in particular the Defiance, that had been ſe- 

Pparated 
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parated from the Fleet, on Monday Evening before, 
by not being able to weather the Iſland of Cabrera, 
when the reſt of the Fleet did; I made the Signals 
for the Captains of the Phoenix, Cheſterfield and 
Dolphin ; and ſent theſe three Frigates a-head of the 
Fleet, under the Direction of Captain Hervey of 
the Phenix ; to whom at the ſame Time I gave a 
Letter for General Blakeney ; which Letter, though 
it could not be delivered, I ſhall beg Leave to 
read, together with a Copy of my Orders to * 
tain Hervey. 


Ramullies off Minorca, 196 May, 1756. 


..D IK 
JSEN Dy you this by Capt. Hervey, of his Majehy' 5 
Ship Phaintx, who has my Orders io convey it to 
you, if pofſuble, together with the een Packet, which 
he received at Leghorn. 
Jam extremely concerned to find that Capt. Edge- 


cumbe has been obliged to retire to Gibraltar with 


the Ships under his command, and that the French are 
landed, and St. Philip's Caſtle 1s inveſted. As I 
flatter myſelf, had ] fortunately been more timely in the 
Mediterranean, at 1 ſhould bave been able to have 


prevented the Enemy's getting a Fooimg on the Iſland 


V Minorca. 


J am to acquaint you, that General Stuart, Lord 


Effingham, and Colonel Cornwallis, with about thirty 


Officers, and ſome Recruits belonging io the different 


Regiments now in Garriſon with you, are on board 


the Ships of the Squadron; and ſhall be glad to know, 


by the return of the Officer, what Place you will think 

proper to have them landed at. 

Tue Royal Regiment of Engliſh Puzileers, com- 
manded by Lord Robert Bertie, is Iikewiſe on board 


the Squadron, deſtined, agreeable to my Orders, to ſerve 


on board the Fleet in the Mediterranean, unleſs it 


foould be thought neceſſary, upon Conſultation with 


you, 


n 


e . 
8 * 
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you, 10 land the Regiment for the Defence of Mi. 


norca : But I muſt alſo inform you, ſhould the Fuzi. 
beers be landed, as they are Part of the Ship's Comple- 
ments, the Marines having been ordered by the Lords 


Commiſſioners of the Admiralty on board of other Ships 


at Portſmouth, to make room for them, that it will 


diſable the Squadron from acting againſt that of the 


Enemy, which I am informed is cruizing off the Iſland. 
However, IT ſhall gladly embrace every Opportunity of 
promoting his Majeſty's Service in the moſt eſfectual 
Manner; and hall affiſs you, diſtreſs the Enemy, and 
defeat their Deſigns to the utmoſt of my Power. 

Pleaſe to favour me with Information how IT can be 
moſt eſfectually of Service to you and the Garriſon ; 
and believe me to be, with great Truth and Eſteem, 

S IR, & 

Your moſt obedient 
Lieut. General Blakeney. humble Servant, 
J. BYNG. 


By the Hon. John Byng, Eſq; Admiral of 


the Blue Squadron, and Commander 


in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Vel- 0 


ſels employed in the Mediterrantan. 


OU are hereby required and directed to proceed 


with his Majeſty's Ship under your Command, to- 
gether with the Cheſterfield and Dolphin, (whs/e 
Captains have my Orders to put themſelves under your 
Direction) off the Harbour's Mouth of Mahon, la- 
king Care to make the Signals to me according to thoſe 
you will receive herewith, and to uſe your utmoſt En- 
deavours to land the Packet for General Blakeney that 
accompanzes this; as alſo to bring or ſend me his An- 
Fewer therelo : you are to range the Coaſt along as near 
as poſſibly you can with Safety to his Majeſty's Sbips, 
from the Lair of Mahon to Cape Mola, aud endeas 
1 vour 
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vour to make what 1 you can, any Bat. 


teries or Poſts the Enemy may be poſſeſſed along the 
Shore, that may intercept the Communication between ih 1 
the Caſtle of St. Philip and his Majeſty's Fleet; and if 
you are alſo to employ the Ships with you, as you ſhall ee | il 

moſt neceſſary to an N theſe Purpoſes, as well as to be 111 

very diligent in endeavouring to intercept any of the i 

ſmall Craft of the Iſland, which you are immediately 0 

to ſend to me, together with all the People that ſhall ll 

be taken in them, for my having the earlieſt Intelligence | 


of the Enemy's Situation on the Land; for which this 


ſhall be your Order. 
li 
7 Dated on board his Maj eſty s Ship Remille off . 1 
1 3 this 19th May 1756. 94 
f t [| 
by The Hon. Auguſtus Jabs Hervey, | 
Commander of his Majeſty's Ship 1 
I Phoenix. 
| By Command of the Admiral, j x 
George Lawrance. ll 
For all the Purpoſes contained in this Order, and |. 
ſome others, I appointed Signals for the Captains "Mi 
of theſe Frigates to inform me of their Obſerva- 1 
tions, without the Trouble and Delay of ſending if 
Boats. : bf 
"f 
About half an Hour after Nine, the F rigates hav- 1 
ing failed a-head of the Fleet with a freſh Gale, 1 
and doubled the Laire of Mahon, fell into light Wil | 
0 of Wind and Calms, under the Land. * 
About half an Hour after T, n, | 
3 The Fleet having allo got round the Laire of 
= Mahon with : a freſh Gale, fell into light Airs of 
B Wind 
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Wind and Calms ; and with the Frigates about a 

Mile a-head, ned to ſtand on towards St. Phi- 
lip's Caſtle, and the Harbour's Mouth, with what 
Airs of Wind offered, until within the mes of 


about three or four Miles. 

At this Time we could ſee there was a frequent 
Exchange of Shot and Shells between the Garriſon 
and the Enemy, who were firing upon the Caſtle, 
from ſeveral Batteries to the weſtward of the Caſtle, 
and to the eaſtward towards Cape Mola. | 

While the Fleet was ſtanding on towards the 
Caſtle, Captain Hervey, agreeable to my Direc- 
tions, made a private Signal to Captain Scrope of the 
Dolphin, who was left with the Garriſon, and had 
kept the Dolplun's Barge with him, in hopes that 


Captain Scrope would come off to the Fleet, if it 


was poſſible. 
It may be proper to explain, that each Ship in 


Mr. Edgecumbe's Squadron had a diſtinguiſhing ? 


Signal to give Notice on her Approach, that it was 
fuch a Ship arrived; Capt. Hervey made the diſtin- 
guiſhing Signal for the Phœnix, to give Notice that 
it was the Phænix approaching; and at the ſame 
Time threw out a white Pendant at his Mizen Top 
Maſt Head, the Signal to ſpeak with Capt. Scrope, 
agreeable to the given out by Mr. Eage- 
cumbe, 

The Frigates had made the Signal for ſceing 
Ships in the ſouth-eaſt Quarter; but between eleven 
and twelve, they were plainly diſcovered to be the 


Enemy's Fleet, of which we counted ſixteen Sail, 


at the Diſtance of about four or five Leagues, ſtand- 
ing towards us. 

The Enemy at this Time were undoubtedly Maſ- 
ters of the Harbour; the light Airs of Wind oft 
the- Land, and Calms, made it very uncertain what 
Time any of the Frigates could get near enough to 


the Caſtle to make Proper Obſervations; and I ap. 
prehend 
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prehend it needleſs to explain to my Judges the 
Conſequence of a Frigate's approaching Batteries, 
or rather as many Guns as the Enemy are pleaſed 


to bring to bear, without Wind to keep her under 


Command. A Swell made the Phenix on this Oc- 
caſion in danger of being on Shore upon the Laire, 


and obliged Capt. Hervey to get his own, and other 


Ships Boats a-head to tow him off. 
No Boat coming off from the Garriſon, Wa it 


probable that no Boat could come off. 
As the Enemy appeared to have Batteries on both 
Sides of the Caſtle, it was very improbable that 


the Frigates could be able to cover the Paſſage cf 
a Boat, with a Letter to the Sally-Port, much leſs 


the Paſſage of Boats carrying Troops. 


Vet, ſuppoſing the Frigates had been ſufficient, 
the Nearneſs of the Enemy's Fleet ſtanding tower 1s 
us, rendered it, as I conceive, improper, upon the 


Brink of an Action, to deprive the Fleet of the 


Uſe and Aſſiſtance of any of the Frigates ; but 
more eſpecially of their Men, who were neceſſary 
to ſtrengthen ſuch Ships of the Line, as were molt 
ſickly or badly manned. 

Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, and the Detach- 
ment of about two hundred and ſeventy Men from 
the Garriſon of Gibraltar, made up the Ships Com- 

lements, and ſerved in the Room of Marines. 


Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment was intended to 
ſerve as Marines, as evidently appears by the Order 


to me from the Board of Admiralty, directing the 
Fuzileers to ſerve in the Fleet, unleſs upon Conſul- 
tation with the Governor, it ſhould be thought neceſ- 


fſary to land them: And likewiſe by their Lord- 


ſhips Order to put the Marines on board other 


| Ships at Spitbead; therefore, landing them at this 


Juncture, had it been practicable, would, as I ap- 
prehend, have rendered the Fleet entirely unfit for 
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All the Reinforcemient then for the Garriſon, that 


could poſſibly be ſpared from the Fleet, was about 


one hundred Officers and Recruits, which was, as it 
appeared to me, a very inconſiderable Reinforce- 
ment, and an inſufficient reaſon for loſing Time, and 
delaying to atiack the Enemy's Fleet when in fight; 

more eſpecially as there was very little, or rather 
no Probability of Succeſs, from the Attempt to land 
them; and as thoſe very Recruits were in a great 
Meaſure neceſſary to a Fleet entering into Action, 
badly manned in general, and with three hundred 


and ſeventy one Men fick on board the Line of 


Battle Ships, as may be ſeen by their weekly Ac- 
counts dated the 179th of May, 1 8 has been 
la d before the Court. 

Thus circumſtanced, I conceive, no prudent 
Officer would have heſitated to conclude, that it 
was 4 in every reſpect, to weaken his Ma- 


jeſty's Fleet, by landing Men before the Action, 


had it been practicable; and that the moſt imme- 


diately neceſſary Step was to attack the Enemy's 


Fleet, and try the Fortune of a Battle. 
At half an Hour paſt Eleven; 


I therefore made the Signal for calling in the Fri- 
gates, bore away for the Enemy, and made the ge- 
neral Signal to chaſe, continuing to ſtand towards 
the Enemy the remaining Part of that Day, with 
light Airs of Wind and Calms. 


As Boats could eaſily paſs from Ship to Ship, I 


made a Diſtribution of the Seamen from the Fri- 


gates, to ſtrengthen the Line of Battle Ships, viz. 


From the Phenix 30 Men to the Revenge. 
a 20 to the Deptford. 
From the Experiment 40 to the Captain. 
| 20 to the Lancaſter. 
From the Dolphin 20 to the Intrepid. 
20 to the Defiance. 
17 to the Portland. 


And 
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And Captain Hervey acquainting me that the 


Phenix long before had been reported at home unfit 


for Service; that he had ſufficient Materials on 
board to fit her as well as the Time and Situation 
would permit as a Fireſhip, and could do ir with- 


out prejudicing her as a Frigate afterwards, if not 


made Uſe of; I gave him Orders to do it, and or- 
dered the Schooner to attend and take out her 
Men, in caſe of her being ordered on Service as a 


Fireſhip. 


Aout Six in the Afternoon, 
A Breeze of Wind ſprung up about South. weſt 


and by South, and both Fleets then, about four 
Leagues diſtant, continued to ſtand towards each 
other in the order of Battle. 


About Seven, 


The two Fleets were diſtant about two Leagues 


from each other when the Enemy tacked ; the Bri- 
tiſh Fleet at that Time ſtemming nearly for the 


Enemy's Van, who of courſe muſt have weathered 
us if both had ſtood on; 1 alſo haled down the 


Signal for the Line, made the Signal to tack, and 


tacked nearly about the ſame Time. 


The Enemy's Reaſons for tacking were proba- 
bly an Endeavour to preſerve the Weather-gage, 
and as Night was near at hand, to avoid the Con- 
fuſion of a Night Action, which no doubt would 


have enſued if both Fleets had continued to ſtand 
on. = 


It appeared to me alſo proper to avoid a Night 


Action, as from many Circumſtances there was no 
Probability that the Enemy would decline coming 


to Action in the Day: and conſidering the Wea- 


ther-gage of Conſequence, if an Enemy has Fire- 
ſhips, which may occaſton Diſorder in a Fleet to 


leeward, even if they ſhould fail in doing Execu- 
B 2 8 tion, 
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tion, and having no Reaſon to believe that the 


Enemy had not Fire-ſhips, I judged it moſt proper 
to ſtand in ſhore that Night, and take the Advan- 
tage of the Wind, uſually off the Land in the + 
Summer Seaſon, the latter Part of the Nights and | 
Mornings, to gain the Wind of the Enemy againſt 
the next Day, and therefore ſtood in ſhore until 


10 


5 3 


about half an Hour after Eleven, or near Twelve, 


and off the n Part of the — 
7 "2 the 20th, 


In the Morning, the Wind about South Weſt 


by South, a thick Haze prevented our ſeeing the 


Enemy's Fleet, and made it uncertain in what 


aarter it was; but perceiving two Tartans with 
each a blue Flag at his Maſt-head, in Appearance 


endeavouring to join the Fleet, as if they had mi- 
ſtook us for the Enemy, 1 made the Signal for the 


Princeſs Louiſa to chaſe one in Hopes of procuring 
Intelligence, and made the Signal for the Rear- 
Admiral to ſend Ships to chaſe the other, who ſent 
the Captam and Defiance. | 

Chaling drew theſe Ships at a conſiderable Di- 


ſtance from the Fleet, the Captain and Defiance two 
or three Miles to leeward, and the Princeſs Louiſa 


four or five Miles upon the lee Quarter, or rather 
a-itern; wherefore | was apprehenſive of their be- 
ing ſeparated from the Fleet, and to prevent ſuch 
a Separation, thought it neceſſary to tack about a 
quarter after Six, and ſtand towards them under an 


ealy fail. About this Time the Princeſs Louſa made 
the Signal for ſeeing ten Sail in the North Weſt 
Quarter, which for ſome Time I was inclined to 


believe was the Enemy's Fleet, that might have 
tacked to the North Weſtward again ſome Time in 
the Beginning of the Night. 

The Defance took the Tartan ſhe chaſed, which 


had upwards of a hundred Soldiers on board with 


their 
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their Officers, part of fix hundred embarked the 
Day before from the Enemy's Camp at St. Philip's 
to reinforce their Fleet. 


Al Seven, 
Or near about Seven, a Fleet was diſcovered in 
the South Eaſt Quarter, which proved to be the 


Enemy, and I made the Signal for calling in all the 
chaſing Ships, which the Princeſs Louiſa did not 


immediately obſerve, but continued to chaſe; I 
fired ſeveral Guns from Time to Time, until ſhe 
did obſerve the Signal, and made the Defiance's 
Signal, who continued to lay by the Tartan Prize, 
taking out the Priſoners. | 


At Ten, 
The chaſing Ships appearing to 1 in a fair Way 


to rejoin the Fleet, I made the Signal to tack, and 


tacked to the South Eaſtward towards the Enemy. 


At a Quarter after Ten, 


I made the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head, 
at the Diſtance of two Cables Length aſunder, and 
about half an Hour paſt Ten ſquared my Main 
Top Sail, that the Ships ſtationed a-head of me 


might the ſooner get into their Stations, 


About Ten Minutes afier Eleven, 


I made the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head, 
at the Diſtance of half a Cable's Length aſunder; 
and immediately after the Ships ſtationed a-head of 
me having got into their Stations, I made the Sig- 


nal to fill, and ſtand on, ſet Top- gallant Sails, and 
crowded Sail to gain the Wind of the Enemy, who. 


at this Time were ſtanding to the North Weft 
ward in a Line of Battle a-head, and allo crowding 
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At Half an Hour paſt Twelve, 


The Wind then favouring us a Point or more, 


the Enemy took in their Top-Gallant-Sails, and 
their Van bore away, and formed their Line to 


leeward; probably becauſe their whole Line not 
being able to weather us, they otherwiſe would 


have run the Riſque of being ſeparated, and their 


Line cut by our Line. 


About three Quarters after Twelve, 

Our Van headed the Enemy about the Diſtance 
of two Miles to windward, and as ſoon as I headed 
them] kept away, the Wind nearly upon the Beam. 


The Enemy were twelve Ships in a ſtrait Line of 


Battle a-head, and five Frigates to leeward, at this 
Time laying with their Main Top Sails Square 
from the Wind alſo, and under Steerage Way. 


At One, 


Or a little after, the chaſing Ships got into their 
Stations, and our Line appeared to be regularly 


cloſe, and well formed, the Enemy's Line more 
extended than ours. 


Juſt before tacking I hauled up the Main Sail, 


and took in Top Gallant Sails, apprehending a 


Crowd of Sail inconvenient, and improper to pre- 
ſerve Order, or to engage with, and unneceſſary 
becauſe the Enemy appeared to be waiting for us 
under Top-Sails, their Main * ſquare. 


At half an Hour after One, 


Our Van then ſtretched a little beyond the 
Enemy's Rear, to give room for leading down 
upon them, who having their Main Top- Sails 
Square, could not, have freſh Way ; I made the 


Signal for the Fleet to tack altogether ; and ſoon 
after 
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after we tacked in that Manner, and kept i in a Line 


on the other Tack. 


At Two, 


I made the Signal to lead to Starboard, with 
one Gun, and ſoon after another Gun, to put the 


leading Captain in mind of his Inſtructions, who I 
perceived did not fteer away with the Enemy's 
leading Ship, agreeable to the 19th Article of the 


fighting Inſtructions, which directs, 


„If the Admiral and his Fleet have the Wind 


4 of the Enemy, and they have ſtretched them- 
« ſelves in a Line of Battle, the Van of the Ad- 


cc mural s Fleet is to ſteer with the Van of the Ene- 
« my 8, and there to engage them.“ 


About ten Minutes after Two, _ 
Obſerving that the leading Ship did not ſteer 


away ſufficiently, I bore away about two Points 
more than the Ships a-head of me; the Ships next 
a- head of me, bore down ſoon after into their Sta- 


tions a-head. 
Captain Hervey, of the Pbænix, appointed to re- 
peat my Signals, obſerving that the Defiance, the 


leading Ship, did not comply properly with the 
Signal to lead to Starboard, repeated it ſeveral 
Times, in obedience to an Article i in his additional 

fighting Inſtructions. 
iz.) If the Captains of the Frigates, which 
< are appointed to repeat Signals, find the Signal 
not obſerved, they are to fire Guns until it is tak- 


ce en notice of.“ 


About twenty Minutes after Two, 
It appeared to me, that the leading Ship did 


not yet ſteer down ſufficiently, and by that Means, 
was drawing the Van a-breaſt of the Enemy's Van, 
and altering the Diſpcſition which I had made for 


| attacking 
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attacking the Enemy, by ſteering down a faanting 


Courſe to avoid being raked; I therefore thought it 


neceſſary, to make che Signal to engage, to bring 

on the Action, and to empower the Ships to fire 

reſpectively as they got within a proper Diſtance. 
Upon the Signal to engage, the leading Ship 


bore down more, as did the Van in general; the 


Intrepid appeared to bear right down before the 
Wind, by which means ſhe was expoſed to be 
raked, and was diſabled by the Time ſhe could 
begin to fire or very ſoon after. I alſo ſteered away 


more, continuing the Signal for the Line of 


Battle a-head up, and with the Ships next a-head 


of me preſerved a Line, and ſteered a proper 


ſlanting Courſe as the Circumſtances appeared to 


me, to fall in with and engage the Enemy, _ [ 


obſerved had head-way. 
The whole Van appeared to bear down more 


than the Rear Diviſion, which I imagine muſt. 
have been owing to ſome Ships in the Van being 


extended at greater Diſtances from each other than ; 
in the Rear, and of conſequence being farther 
a-head with regard to the Enemy's Line, which 
laid them under a Neceſſity of taking that Method 
to get into Ro with the Enemy. 


At Half an Hour after Two, 

The Enemy began to fire, all but the two ſtern- 
moſt Ships, who reſerved their Fire ſome little 
Time longer, but their Shot in general fell ſhort 


throughout their Line. 


About this Time 1 made the Signal for the 
De pt ford to quit the Line, apprehending as ſhe was 
one of the weakeſt Ships, that ſhe would be of the 
moſt effectual Service as directed by that Signal. 
The firſt Article of the additional e Inſiructi- 
ons, as given out io the Fleet by me at Ze Beginning 


of the Expeaiiion, 
Gig.) 
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(Viz.) „ In Caſe of meeting with a Squadron 


„„ of the Enemy's Ships, that may be leſs in 


„Number than the Squadron under my Com- 


„ mand ; if I would have any of the ſmalleſt Ships 
6 _ the Line, that thoſe of the greateſt Force 


may be oppoſed to the Enemy; I will put 
„ abroad the Signal for ſpeaking with the Captain 


of any ſuch Ship or Ships, as I would have leave 


the Line, and hoiſt a Flag ſtriped yellow and 
„ white on the Flag-ſtaff at the Fore Top Maſt 
„% Head: Then the next Ships are to cloſe up the 
« Line; and thoſe that have quitted the Line are 


e to hold themſelves in readineſs to aſſiſt any Ship 
that may be diſabled or hard preſs'd, or to take 


* her Station if ſhe is obliged to go out of the 
« Line: In which Caſe the ſtrongeſt Ship that is 
& withdrawn from the Line, is ſtrictly WN to 
« ſupply the Place, and fill up the Vacancy.” 

Soon after the Enemy began to fire, their Shot 
reached the Ramillies, and paſſed through her Sails 


and Rigging; but I continued going down and 
reſerving my Fire until I could get cloſe to the 


Enemy, and I believe declared ſuch my Intention 


at that Time. 


About ten Minutes before 7 hree, 
When the Enemy's Shot paſſed over the Ramil- 


lies, and throngh her Sails and Rigging, and ſeveral 


hulled her, ſome of the Seamen, as I have been in- 
formed ſince, out of impatience at receiving the 


Enemy's Fire without returning it, began to fire 
without Orders, as the Guns were kept pointed 


forwards on the Enemy in going down ; others 
followed the Example, on a Suppoſition that Orders 
were given. 

I was difpleaſed at firing { ſoon, contrary to my 
Intention, and I think expreſſed my Diſſatisfaction; 


but being hen within about half a Mile of the 


Enemy, 


(28) 


Enemy, with a fine Breeze; and apprehending that 


a very little Time would bring us down, and that 
it miglit prevent the Enemy from deliberately 
taking aim, and diſabling the Ship before coming 
to cloſe Action, I permitted the Fire to continue. 


In the Time of firing, I think it was Lord 


Robert Bertie, who firſt obſerved it through the 
Smoke, and acquainted me, that one of our own 


was danger of firing into her, I immediately gave 
orders not to fire without ſeeing the Enemy's 


Colours, and to hale up the Fore Sail; and finding 


one Ship upon the Lee Bow, and another right 
a-head, both ſo cloſe to us, with one or both Top- 
Sails a-back; I was under a Neceſſity, without 
Heſitation, of luffing the Ship up ſo as to back the 


Top- Sails, and avoid being immediately on Board 


of them. £2 
And apprehending the Ships a-ſtern, might run 
on Board of us as we lay in a Clufter, partly hid by 
the Smoke; I alſo immediately made the Signal 
for the Fleet to brace to, the Rear to brace to firſt, 
and braced the Fore Top Sail ſharp a-back, to 
back the Ramillies a-ſtern, and caſt her Head to 
Leeward of the Princeſs Louiſa and Trident, in 
order for the more immediately making Sail a-head 
again, „ 


On Account of the Danger of firing upon our 


own Ships, all firing ceaſed at this Time, on Board 
the Ramilies, after about four or five Broadſides. 
No Signal being appointed for the Rear only to 
brace to, laid me under a Neceſſity, on this Emer- 
gency of making the general Signal to brace to, 
the Ships in the Rear to brace to firſt; but this 
Signal was up ſo ſhort a Time, that the Rear Ad- 
miral, who, according to the eſtabliſhed Practice of 


the Navy, repeated all other Signals, could not if 


he ſaw it, have time to repeat this, before it bar 
| haled 


Ships was cloſe upon the Lee Bow, and that there ; | 
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edging down from the Wind, three or four Ships 
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haled down again, nor had Captain Hervey | in the 
Phenix, who was appointed to repeat my Signals, 
time to repeat it; neither did any Ship a-head of 
me not brought to before, bring to in obedience to 


it; becauſe, apprehenſive that the Ships a-head of 
me might bring to in Conſequence of this Signal, 
and intending that the Ships might fill which by 
bringing to had obliged me to lay a-back, 1 was 
very follicitous to have the Signal made as ſoon as 
poſſible for the Fleet to fill and ſtand on, the Ships 


in the Van to fill firſt : And therefore, 
About fifteen or twenty Minutes after T bree, 


The Signal to brace to was haled down, while 
the Ramillies's Top Sails were a- back, and the Signal 
made for the Fleet to fill and ſtand on, the Ships 
in the Van to fill firſt. This was as ſoon as it could 
poſſibly be made after the Signal to brace to, and 
did not exceed ſix or eight Minutes. 

And having diſcovered that the Stop was occa- 


ſioned by the Revenge, and the Ships next a-head 


of me, bringing to or backing, inſtead of paſſing 


the Intrepid; who at this Time appeared unable to 
carry Sail, having loſt her Fore Top Maſt, and 


her Fore Sail a- back; and that by this Means there 
was a Separation between the Rear Admiral's Divi- 


ſion and mine, I made the Signal for the Rear to 


make more Sail, and cloſe the Line, almoſt at the 


ſame Time with the Signal to fill, that theſe Ships 


might make Sail again and paſs the Intrepid. 
The Smoke occaſioned by the Fire from the 
Ships upon the Lee Bow, as well as what had pro- 


ceeded from the Ramillies, obſtructed my ſeeing the 


Enemy's Conduct and Situation, about the Time 


of laying the Top Sails a-back. But the Smoke 


being cleared away, I obſerved that the Enemy 
were then under Sail, Fore Sail and Top Sails 


of 


E 
of their Van going large, and the ſecond Ship from 
the Rear, which the Fire from the Ramillies was 
principally directed at, going quartering with her 
Fore Sail, Fore Top Sail, and Fore Top Gallant 
Sail ſett, and her Main Top Sail Yard ſhot down 
upon the Cap. 


At balf an Hour after Three, 


When the Ramillies was backed a-ſtern, and her 
Head caſt to Leeward of the Trident and Princeſs 


Louiſa, | filled the Top Sails and ſet the Fore 
Sail ; and obſerving that the ſternmoſt Ship of the 
Enemy was ſeparated from their Line, by the Ship 
a-head of her having bore away, I ſent Lieutenant 
Hamilton to Captain /Yard of the Culloden, with Or- 
ders to make what Sail he could out of the Line, 
and endeavour to cut her off. 

Soon after this, ſhooting a-head to Load of 
the Trident and Princeſs Louiſa, who were under 


their Top Sails, I ordered them to be hailed one 


after the other, as I ſhot up with them to make 
more Sail, which they did; and I immediately ſet 
my Main Sail, Jibb and Stay Sails. 

About the ſame Time the Princeſs Louiſa's Boat 
dropt on Board with a Letter from Captain Noel, ac- 
quainting me that he had loſt a Leg, and deſiring 
that an Officer might be ſent to command the 
Ship. I immediately ſent Captain Gough, then 
my firſt Lieutenant, with Directions in his Way, 
to carry my Orders to Captain Amberſt of the 
Deptford, who was attending the Intrepid to take 
her Place in the Line; and I made the Cheſterſield's 


Signal to attend and aſſiſt the [ntrepid, then fallen 


a- ſtern out of her Station | in the Line. 
About Four, 


Obſerving that the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, 


had ſhot up and joined their Line, the Culloder 
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then abaft the lee Beam of the Ramillies, at the Di- 
ſtance of about two Cables Length with Top Gal- 


lant Sails ſet ; I ordered Captain Ward to be hailed 


to get into his Station again, judging it improper, 
then, to continue my Order for him to purſue the 


ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, after ſhe had rejoined. 


The Enemy's Centre and Rear continued ſtretch- 
ing a-head in a regular Line, and edging down to 
rejoin the Ships that had bore away, ſome of which 


the French Admiral fired ſeveral Shot at ; and they 


ſome Time afterwards haled up and joined him ; 


and I obſerved that the French under Fore Sail and 


Top Sails very much outſailed us; who had alſo 


Main Sail, Jibb, and Stay Sails ſet. On this Oc- 


caſion I could not help expreſſing my Concern to 

Capt. Gardiner, that I had not a few more Ships to 

enable me to make the general Signal to chaſe. 
None of the Enemy's Ships appeared unfit for 


Action, or had any viſible Damage in their Maſts 
or Vards, but the Ship that had her Main Top Sail 
Yard ſhot down by the Fire from the NRamillies. 
As they ſtretched a-head and edged down to re- 


join the Ships that had bore away, they exchanged 
Fire with our Van, but at a very conſiderable Di- 
ſtance, and their Shot ſeemed to fall ſhort. 


The Rear Admiral had loſt his Main Top Sail! 


Yard, and ſeveral Ships of the Van appeared too 


much ſhattered to be able to purſue the Enemy; 


beſides the /ntrepid totally diſabled and dropt at a 
conſiderable Diſtance a- ſtern and to windward of the 
Fleet, with the Cheſterſield attending her. 

After the Enemy bore away and made ſail, as 


they ſo much outſailed us, and a conſiderable Part 
of the Fleet was unable to purſue, I judged it im- 


proper to purſue with Part of the Fleet an Enemy 
ſuperior at firſt, and ſtill all of them fit for Action 


According to all Appearances. 


And 


the Van Diviſion. : 


(32) 

And there appeared to me no further Poſſibility of 
bringing the Enemy to Action again as they declined 
it, without J had a ſufficient Force and Superiority | 
to enable me to make the general Signal to chace ; 
therefore I ſtood on with my Diviſion under Courſes, 


Top Sails, Jibb and Stay Sails, until we rejoined 


And at half an Hour after Five I made the Sig- 


nal to bring to, and brought to in order to repair 


the Damages of ſuch Ships as had ſuffered in the 


Action. ” 
The Enemy were then upon the lee Bow, di- 


ſtant about ſix or ſeven Miles, continuing to 
- ſtand on to the northward, the Body of them ſtill 


preſerving their Order ; and being rejoined by the 
Ships that had bore away, they ſeemed to be new 


forming their Line. 


About Six, 
Apprehending that the Enemy having obſerved 
the Situation of our diſabled Ships, might take the 


Advantage, and tacking make an Attack in their 


Turn; I made the Signal for the Fleet to fill, and 


ſoon after the Signal to tack, and ,the Ships ap- 
ointed to lead on the larboard Tack to continue 


to lead on the ſtarboard Tack, in order to cover 


the diſabled Ships, by placing my own Diviſion 


that had ſuffered leaſt in the Action in the Rear, 
and firſt oppoſed to the Enemy if they ſhould make 


ſuch an Attempt, and likewiſe prevent a farther 


Separation from the Intrepid and Cheſterfield, at this 
Time about two Leagues upon the Weather Quar- 


ter of the Fleet. | 


About Seven, - 
Obſerving that few of the headmoſt Ships were 
as yet tacked, and that tacking in the Order of 


Battle would take up much Time, as Night was 
coming 


dare 
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coming on, and there was no Night Signal pro- 


vided for Ships that led on the 2 —— Tack to 
continue to lead on the Starboard Tack, I ordered 


the Signal for the Line to be haled down, conti- 


nuing the Signal to tack up, that the whole Fleet 
might be able to tack before dark. 


At the Cloſe of Day the Enemy were at the Di- 


ſtance of three or four Leagues to the northward, 
continuing to ſtand on. 


Soon after the Fleet was on the other Tack, * 


made the Night Signal to bring to, and the Fleet 


continued to lay to all Night in the Place of Ac- 
tion. | 


The 21}, 
Moderate Weeks, the latter Part light Airs of 
Wind and Calms, the Wind in the S. W. Quarter. 


In the Morning the Enemy were ſeen in the N. 
W. Quarter from the Maſt Heads of ſome of the 


WMeathermoſt Ships. The Fleet continued to lay 
to, the Ships which had received Damages in the 
Action employed in refitting.— The Intrepid and 


Cheſterfield having carried Sail all Night, and being 


out of Sight, J ordered the Phanix, Dolphin and 


Experiment to make Sail in different Quarters to 
look for them. At Noon Cape Mola was by our 
Reckoning N, W, half N. Diſtance ao; nine 


Leagues. 


The 22d, 
Light Airs of Wind, eaſterly and hazey Wea- 


ther, the Fleet continuing to lay to, the Ships that 


had received Damages employed in refitting.—I 
appointed Capt. Hervey to command the Defiance 
in the room of Capt. Andrews killed in the Action. 


About Seven in the Morning, 
| Obſerving a Boat to the Windward of the F leet, 


I ſent the Schooner to tow her down, which proved 


(34) > 
to be the Lancaſter's long Boat cut adrift during the 


Action. 
About the ſame Time I gave out a new Line of 


Battle, having changed the Stations of ſome of the 


crippled Ships, and put two of them, viz, the 


Captain and Defiance in my own Diviſion, and the 
Revenge and Ning ſton in the Rear Admiral's Divi- 


ſion in their hs: 


About Nine, 

The Dolphin having made a Stretch to the South- 
ward to fetch into the Fleet, made the Signal for 
ſeeing the Intrepid and Cheſterfield, and ſtood to- 
wards them in the S. W. Quarter. 


At Eleven, 

I made fail with the F leet towards them. 

In the Afternoon, upon Capt. Hervey's Repre- 
{ſentation that the Defiance was very weakly manned, 
and but few Seamen, I ſent a Mate from on board 
the Ramillies with thirty Seamen to aſſiſt 1 in refit- 


ung her. 


At Eight in the Evening, 


Having joined the Intrepid and | Cheſterfield, 
brought to with the Fleet, their Heads to the 


Northwa rd. 


The 23d, 
The firſt Part of the Day, freſh Gales from the 


eaſtward and hazey, the middle and latter Part 


moderate, ſometimes little Wind and Calms. 
The Fleet laying to, the Ships that had received 


Damage in the Action refitting. 
In the Morning I ordered the Officer of the 


Watch to view the Situation of the crippled Ships 
as they appeared to him, and minute down the 


Particulars, and to give me a Coy of it, which he 
did as follows. 


The 


- » 

The Captain with her Fore-Yard and Fore-Top- 
maſt down, no Main-Top-Gallant Maſt. up, and 
Main- Top-Sail Yard unrigged, laying a-croſs upon 
the Cap, and the Sail unbent. 

The Defiance, with her Main- Yard and: Fore- 
Top-Gallant Maſt down, Main-Top Sail furled, 
and Fore- Top Sail double reefed. 

The Portland with her Fore Yard down, and Fore 

and Main Top Sails down upon the Cap. 
The Intrepid with Jury-Top Maſts. 


ordered Surveys on the Damages received by 


the crippled Ships in the late Action, and on their 

Stores; and gave Capt. Lloyd an Order to command 

the Princeſs Louiſa during Capt. Noel's Illneſs, who 

had loſt a Leg in the lare Action; and Lieut. 

Gough an Order to command the Cheſterfield _— 
Capt. Lloyd's Abſence. | 


About Six in the Evening. 

Eight or Nine Sail of the Enemy were ſeen in 
the N. E. Quarter; the Haze prevented our ſeeing 
the whole, or diſcerning clearly how they ſtood. 

I ordered the Officer of the Watch to view the 
Situation of the lame Ships, and at the ſame Time 
to minute down the Particulars, and give me a 
Copy of it ſigned, which he did as follows: 


The Defiance with her Main and Fore Yards. 
down, her Fore Top Maſt ſtruck, and Main Top- 


Sail furled. 


The Captain with her Fore Yard and Top-Maſt 


down, and no Main Top Gallant Maſt ; her Main 
Top Sail Yard unrigged, and lying a-croſs upon 
the Cap, and the Sail unbent. 
The Portland with her Fore Yard down, and 
Fore and Main Top Sails upon the Cap. 
The Intrepid with Jury Top Maſts. 
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0 3690 
The Ships of the Fleet in this Situation, did not 
appear to me as yet in a Condition fit to attack or 
receive the Enemy; and therefore, after having 
conſulted with the Rear Admiral upon that Head, 
about half an Hour after Seven I wore with the T 
Fleet, and ſtood under an eaſy Sail to the South- EF 
ward for about four or five Miles. = 
Fhe remaining Part of the Night, and next 
Morning it was calm. 


On the 24th. 


The Condition of the Fleet, and other Circum- 
ſtances, making it appear to me neceſſary, and as 
it was agreeable to the Rear-Admiral's Opinion, I 


called a Council of War, the Subject of which, to- 


gether with the Reſolutions, have! been already laid 
before this Court. 

What I have now laid before you, to the beſt of 
my Knowledge, Obſervation and Judgment, is a 
true Account of the Diſpoſition and Proceedings of 
his Majeſty's Fleet during the ſix Days off Mi- 
norca, without any Exaggeration, falſe colouring, 
or Concealment, of the ſmalleſt Circumſtance that 
can tend to give the Court any Information with 


Regard to the Proceedings of his Majeſty's Fleet, 


or my own perſonal Conduct; nor am I conſcious 


of having in a ſingle Inſtance ſacrificed Truth to 

Safety. 
The greateſt Part of this Narrative, if not the 

whole, has been proved, I hope, to the Satisfaction 


of this Court already; and, 1 preſume, will appear | 


conſiſtent with, and a proper Execution of my 
Duty, conformabie to the Rules of Prudence, 
the Art of War, and the eſtabliſhed Diſcipline of 
the Navy. But J muſt here beg Leave to remark 
again, that ſhould any other Diſpoſition for attack- 
ing the Enemy be thought more advantageous than 
that! Pale yet it cannot come within the 1 
0 


637 . 

of my Charge. For ſhould a Charge, depending 
upon Judgment in making the Diſpoſition, be 
brought againſt a Commander in Chief I believe 
I may venture to affirm, that ſhould ſuch Diſcipline 
be once eſtabliſned, no Officer can be ſafe in taking 
upon him the Command of a Fleer.—It is evident, 
next to a Demonſtration, there never yet. was a 
Diſpoſition for a Battle, either by Sea or Land, 
made by any Commanding Officer, whether ſuc- 
ceſsful or unſucceſsful, which being minutely can- 
vaſſed and examined, would not admit of ſom 
Amendment, bs 


As the Evidence may ſeem defective, ſince there 

are no Witneſſes to produce from the Captain or 

: Princeſs Louiſa, and but few from ſeveral other 
Ships in the Fleet, many of them that will appear 
ö to be neceſſary, and no Doubt are ſo to my more > 
full Juſtification; I beg leave to lay before the | 
Court my Letters to Mr. Cleveland, Secretary of ö 

the Admiralty, earneſtly requeſting ſuch Witneſſes, 0 
together with his Anſwers: which Letters will 

ſerve to give the Court a Specimen of the unpre- 
cedented Oppreſſion and Reſtriction of Privileges I 

have had to ſtruggle with. i 


Greenwich Hoſpital, September 6, 1756. 


1k. 1 8 | 
FN my Letter of Date the 4th of Aug. with a N 
Lift of Evidence, I ſent you the Names of all | 


that occurred to my Memory then; but as pre- 
ſume their Lordſhips will think it requiſite that 
the Evidence ought not to be confined to any par- | | 
ticular Number on ſo important an Occaſion, 
where a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry to come at f 
the Truth, is of the utmoſt Conſequence ; but | 
„ S3 — o—_ | 


1 
ought to include as many Captains and other Of- 
ficers as by their Situation on the Day of the late 
Action in the Mediterranean, are able to give the 
neceſſary Information. As I hear ſome Captains 
are going out to the Mediterranean, by whom I 


hope their Lordſhips will ſend Orders, I ſend you 


another Liſt of Witneſſes that to me appear ex- 
tremely neceſſary, preſuming that their Lordſhips 
do not defire to reſtrain me in what may appear 
neceſſary for the Illuſtration of Truth, and for my 

uſtification, in a Caſe where my Honour, my 
All is at Stake. I am ſorry for want of knowing 
the Names, that I am obliged to diſtinguiſh many 
by their Offices, and the Spheres they acted in, 
the Day of the late Action; and am ſenſible of the 
Diſadvantage of ſending for Witneſſes at random 
at ſuch a Diſtance, without a Probability of know- 
Ing the Depth of their Knowledge, or their Ob- 
ſervations, owing to my Conſciouſneſs of having 
duly diſcharged my Duty, and not knowing ſooner 
what an odious Light my Conduct was placed in 


here in England, by the Induſtry of ſome as yet 


inviſible Perſons who are indefatigable in propa- 
gating Falſehoods to my Diſhonour. I hope their 


Lordſhips will think my Requeſt a very reaſonable 


one, and tho' ſuch the Inconveniencies and Diffi- 
culties I am obliged to ſtruggle with, yet my Con- 
ſcience tells me | ſhall do well. | 


am, Sr, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


. J. BynG. 
Fobn Cleveland, Eſq; 
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A further Lif of Witneſſes requeſted from the 


Mediterranean. : 


Lieut. Taylor, 
Lieut. Peighin, 
F Lieut. Cunningham, 
The Maſter 
_ Of the Captain, at the Time of Action. 


©, 4 re n oy — 
, e 


Lieut Baker, late of the De now of 

the Hampton Court, 

Capt. Durell, 

The Leutenants and Maſter | | 
O the Trident, at the Time of Action. f 
Captain Cornwall, | Nj 

The Lieutenants and Maſter 

Of the Revenge, at the Time of Action. 


The Lieutenants and Maſter 
_ Of the Princeſs Louiſa, at the Time of Action. 


The Maſter and Gunner | 
Of the Culloden, at the Time of Aftion. 


Mr. Jobn Mercer, Lieutenant, 
Mr. John Scott, Maſter 8 
H the Deptford. 


Mr. William Hemmings, 
Mr. Daniel Pickering, 
Mr. William Babb, 
Mr. HMilliam Holland, 
Mr. 7ames Cummins, 


 Miafpipmen * the Ramillies. 


Mr. Jobn [ coin, Maſter of the Experiment. 
C4 Admiraliy- 
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Admiralty-Office, Sept. gth, 1756. 

S I R, 
HAVE received and communicated to my 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty your 
Letter of the 6th Inſtant, incloſing a further Liſt 


of Witneſſes which you defire may be ſent for 
from the Mediterranean, being Officers in his Ma- 


jeſty's Fleet there; and in return thereto am com- 


manded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that 
as you lie under an Imputation of Miſbehaviour, 
by means whereof the Honour and Intereſt of this 
Kingdom hath ſuffered in the moſt eſſential Man- 
ner, and ſtand committed to the Marſhal of the 
High Court of Admiralty to anſwer for the ſame ; 
their Lordſhips were deſirous, in Juſtice to the 
Publick as well as Tenderneſs to yourſelf, to give 
you the earlieſt Opportunity of acquitting your- 
ſelf, if poſſible, from ſo heavy a Charge; and 
therefore directed me, as appears by my Letter of 


the 31ſt of July laſt, to give you an intimation of 


their Intention to bring you to your Trial; their 
Lordſhips hoped, as there were then in England no 
fewer than twenty Officers who had ſerved on 
board the Fleet under your Command; not one of 
whom had come, or been ſent for, upon the leaſt 
Intimation or Knowledge of what Evidence he 
could give upon the Occaſion ; and as amongſt 
them there were ſeveral who muſt be preſumed 
under a particular Bias (as far as Trath will per- 
mit) in your Favour, their Lordſhips thought you 
would have conſidered this Number of Officers of 
all Ranks, from different Parts of the Fleet, who 
from various Accidents had happened to come 
over, ſufficient to clear up the Matter according to 
the Truth and Juſtice of the Caſe; and have de- 
fired an immediate Trial upon the Evidence now 
in Ergland ; but by your Letter of the 4th of Au- 


guſt, 


1 . 
guſt, you ſent a Lift of thirty-ſeven Witneſſes as 
neceſſary to your Defence, twenty-three of whom 

were then in the Mediterranean, their Lordſhips, 

though greatly ſurpriſed at the Number required, 

and well ſatisfied that they could not all be neceſ- 
ſary; yet notwithſtanding the Detriment which 
muſt ariſe to the public Service, by calling ſo many 

Perſons home from the Fleet at this Time, and the 

long Delay of your Trial occaſioned thereby, they 

ordered me to acquaint you, by my Letter of the 

' 12th of Auguſt, that all the Sea-Officers you had 

deſired might be ſent for, were ordered to be 

brought home in his Majeſty's Ship Co/chefter ; and 

that their Lordſhips had applied to the King for 

| Leave for all the Land-Officers you had deſired, to 
come at the ſame Time. 

Under theſe Circumſtances they cannot help 

expreſſing their Aſtoniſnment at your Application 

of the 6th Inſtant, with a new Liſt of no fewer than 

31 Officers to be ſent for, without the leaſt Fact, 

Proof, or even Allegation to ſupport this Requeſt, 

or to excuſe it's not being made before; their 

Lordſhips look upon it merely as a Scheme ſug- 

geſted to you to delay your being brought to a 

| T rial, which muſt be the neceſſary Conſequence, 
if your Application ſhould be complied with; by 

the fame Means you may put off your Trial for 
ever; it is but applying for a new Liſt every 

Month or ſix Weeks, and at laſt concluding with 

a Deſire that the whole Fleet may be brought 

Home. Juſtice to a Perſon accuſed who may be 

innocent, requires that he ſhould have a reaſonable 

Opportunity of making and proving his Defence ; 

this you have already had to the utmoſt of your 

own Deſire, and been indulged to fo great an Ex- 
tent as may make an Example very dangerous to 
the Service and Diſcipline of the Navy; but juſtice 
tothe Public requires, that a Perſon accuſed, who 
certainly 


( 42 ) 


certainly may be guilty, ſhould not under the bare 
Pretence of deſiring Means of Defence make his 


Trial abſolutely impracticable. 
I am therefore commanded by their Lordfhips 
to acquaint you, that ſo ſoon as the Witneſſes al- 


ready ſent for ſhall come over, they intend to 


bring on your Trial, which they fee no Reaſon to 
poſtpone any longer, barely on Account of the new 
Apphcation made by your aforeſaid Letter of the 
6th Inſtant, and that you have laid no Grounds 
before their Lordſhips ſufficient to induce them 
to give the leaſt Countenance to ſo extraordinary 
an Attempt. 


Tam, S IR, 


Your mot humble Servant, 


To the Hon. J. Cleveland. 
Admiral Byng. | 


Greenwich- Hyſpital, September 14, 1756. 


SIR, 
Have received your Letter of the gth Inſtant, 


in which your Manner of reaſoning ſeems very 


extraordinary. I ſhall not comment upon that 


prejudging Expreſſion of yours, © an Opportunity 


of acquitting myſelf, if poſſible,” it ſeems ſuf- 
ficiently to explain itſelf ; but I cannot paſs by un- 
noticed your preſuming ſeveral of the Witneſſes 


„now in England having a particular Bias, as far 


* as Truth will permit, in my Favour.“ Whence 
ſhould that Bias ariſe? If from the Hopes 


of Reward, or Fear of Puniſhment : Rewards 


and Puniſhments are certainly in other Hands 


than mine. 


And how great is my Aſtoniſhment at your 
mentioning 
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fully vindicate me. 


= oY my Conduct, and the Proof neceſſary 


(43) 
mentioning their Lordſhips Tenderneſs to me, and 
their Indulgence! Phraſes I did not expect to meet 
with. Can being kept moving backward and for- 
ward from one Place of Confinement to another, 
for near three Weeks after my Arrival in England. 
ſo as to make it impoſſible for me to prepare any 


Thing relating to my Defence, be called by either 


of theſe Names? Or can my cloſe Confinement at 
Greenwich, without ſuffering even my menial Ser- 
vants to remain in the Houle after Dark, be called 


ſo? And I think I have a Right to complain of 
that Cruel Countenance and Belief, which ſeems to 
be given to a groundleſs Report, of my having at- 
tempted to make my Eſcape, and the rigid Orders 
given in Conſequence of it, as if intended to con- 
firm it; a Report ſo injurious to me, and ſo abſo- 


lutely without Foundation ; from which the Mar- 


fſhal and the Officers who have commanded the 


Guards here, as well as every private Centinel can 
And I cannot here avoid 


obſerving, that all Charge of keeping me in Cuſ- 


tody ſeems to be taken from the Marſhal, and com- 


mitted to the Governor of the Hoſpital, by the Or- 


ders given in his Name, who ſeems diligent in diſ- 
tinguiſhing himſelf in the Service of his Country, 


by impoſing upon me all the Indignities and Incon- 
veniences that Power can enable him to do. 
Had their Lordſhips, as you are pleaſed to ſay, 


intended me the earlieſt Opportunity of acquitting 


myſelf, it 1s very difficult to conceive why they 


were not pleaſed to communicate their Intentions 
of bringing me to a Trial, at the ſame Time that! 
received their Orders to ſtrike my Flag, and reſign 
the Command of the Fleet in the Mediterranean to 
Sir Edward Hawke ; 3 that would have been but 
doing me Juſtice, in giving me an Opportunity of 


to 
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to be given in ſupport of it, at a Time when no 
conſcious. Guilt or Miſconduct ſuggeſted to me, 


that I was to be arreſted upon my Arrival in Eu- 


gland, cloſely confined, and then brought to Trial ; 
for ſurely no Perſon was to ſuppoſe that I was to 
look upon an Extract of an Enemy's Letter, and 


that Extract (if from a genuine Letter) a mere Gaſ- 


conade and abſolute Falſhood, as ſufficient to ground 
a Charge againſt me. 

I muſt obſerve again, that in my Letter of the 
4th of Auguſt, I mentioned particularly the Names 
of all that occurred to me then; nor is it Matter 
of Wonder that I could not at once think of all the 
Witneſſes neceſlary for my Defence. It would ra- 
ther be Matter of Wonder, reſtrained and diſtreſſed 
by all the Methods Power can impoſe, and perſon- 


ally diſturbed Day and Night, if I had immediate 


ly thought of all the Witneſſes, or a ſufficient Num- 
ber capable of giving Teſtimony in my Behalf. But 


ſurely it can be no Cauſe of Aſtoniſhment, that ac- 


cuſed of Crimes of the higheſt Nature, and con- 
ſcious of my own Innocence, I ſhould be deſirous of 


producing all ſuch Witneſſes as appear to me ne- 
ceſlary. | 


1 muſt alſo obſerve, that I could not poſlibly 


know for what Purpoſe any of the Officers now in 


England came home ; and therefore could have no 
Idea, that they were conſidered as the Witneſſes 
neceſſary for my Defence. But if it was known 
to their Lordſhips, that theſe Gentlemen came to 
England in order to prove me guilty of Miſcon- 
duct, certainly I ſhould have had the earlieft Op- 
portunity of bringing home my Witneſſes. And 


if I had defired an immediate Trial upon my Ar- 
rival in England, as your Letter ſeems to intimate, 


] muſt have deſired it before I knew of any 
Charge, and without Witneſſes to 3 in my 
Defence. 

What 
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What fact, Proof, or Allegation their Lordſhips 
expected from me in ſupport of my Requeſt, 1s 
not eaſy to conceive ; can any ſtronger be requiſite, 
than that they are neceſſary Witneſſes, and a Liſt 
given within a reaſonable Time, all Circumſtances 
conſidered, and at a Time when there is proper 
Opportunity of ſending for them, and of ſending 
other Officers to ſupply their Places. Giving in 
an additional Liſt of Witneſſes is not unprecedented, 
and the greater the Number examined, the more 
conſpicuous muſt Guilt or Innocence appear. The 
Reaſon of their not being requeſted, or occurring 
to me as neceſſary ſooner, is eaſily deduced from the 
unparalleled Treatment and unprecedented Hard- 
ſhips, and Inconveniences that I have had to ſtrug- 
ole with, 

Far from delaying or attempting to render my 
Trial impracticable, I do aſſure you their Lord- 
| ſhips cannot be more eager and ſollicitous to have 
me brought to Trial than Jam; but a Trial with- 
out the neceſſary Witneſſes cannot be conſidered as 
any Trial at all; rather an Act of Power than an 
Act of Juſtice; and muſt be a Precedent much 
more dangerous than that hinted at in your Let- 
ter; and 1 cannot reſign my juſt and legal Claim 
to call upon Witneſſes that are neceſſary to vindi- 
cate my Conduct, and make the Truth evident. 


Tans TR, 


To the Hon. 2 our moſt humble Servant, 
J. Cleveland. _—_ 
- J. ByNe. 


_ Juſtice to myſelf demands, and I hope will be 
thought a ſufficient Apology, for that Freedom 
and Plainneſs becoming a Man in my Circum- 
ſtances.—lt is far from my. Purpoſe to endeavour 

fixing 
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fixing any Blame or Imputation, even on my preat- 
eſt Enemies, without Reaſon. But the Indignation 
and Reſentment of an incenſed Nation, is a Load 
much too heavy for me to bear, though it has been 
my Misfortune to ſtruggle under it ſo long. And 
therefore I muſt entreat the Court to forgive my 
taking up ſome Part of their Time, in proving what 
may at firſt View ſeem unneceſſary by the Nature 
of my Charge : That I may vindicate my Condu& 
to an incenſed and deluded Nation, taught hitherto 
to look upon me as a principal Cauſe of the Public's 
Misfortunes, and as a Man guilty of the moſt 
odious of all military, and moſt contemptible of all 
civil Crimes. 
No Symptom of 8 that odious and ca- 
pital Part of my Charge, has hitherto appeared 
to the Court; and my Innocence, and conſcious 
Diſcharge of my Duty, makes me confident that 
none will appear. Yet have I already ſuffered the 
ſevereſt Penalties that can be inflicted. on it, being 
hung up in Eftigy, traduced by Libels, tortured 
by Miſrepreſentations and Calumny, diſgraced and 
ſuperſeded, upon no better Authority than the Gaſ- 

conade of the French Admiral, arreſted and con- 
fined beyond the Example of former Times, 
treated like a Felon with every Indignity, and my 
Life purſued with the moſt inveterate Malice. 
But all this I have had Fortitude enough to de- 
ſpiſe, and treat with the Contempt it deſerves, the 
Reſult of a Conſcience clear of all Crimes. 
Il muſt now beg Leave to lay before the Court 

the * Orders for diſcharging the Marines, and for 
embarking Lord Robert Bertie's Regiment, which 
laſt points out the Deſtination and Service intended 
for his Lordſhip's Regiment ; and alſo ſome Let- 
ters of Intelligence relating to the Enemy's Em- 
barkation, 


* Vide Appendix. 


* 
+ ) 
barkmion;” Force of their Fleet, Reinforcgnient 
expected, and other Particulars. 

I ſhall not treſpaſs any longer on the Patience of 5 
the Court, having nothing farther to add, beſides 
ſome Obſerv ations hereafter on the Evidence, if 
the remaining Time will admit of it. But I fear 
it will require a much longer Time than I ſhall 
have to do it in, and a much abler Hand than mine 
to diſcuſs and digeſt Minutes of ſuch a Nature, and 
of ſo great a Length: Therefore, relying on the 
Candor and Ability of my Judges, as my only and 
proper Council, I muſt beg that they will be pleaſed 
to allow for my Defects and Omiſſions, and ſupply 

my want of more proper Talents to explain and 
ſupport my Innocence. 
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